The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


+ 
[d 


ki FE9KNuWW Ms 
Ti Mer d 
AL] ee Ae mue 


3€ C 
E "A 
ucc gd ix 
ar mer ig * 3 foo A 
: vos em, ge 
Nae ee eee ag ee oe ea i 
APPENDIX l 
TO THE 
JOURNALS 
OF THE 
Honse of Representatives: 
FIFTH CONGRESS 
PRINTED AT THE GAZETTE OFFICE. 
ae 
K Ü n - ri ro 
4 un p 
" x ~ ] 


ux 


A 


D 


| 


| APPENDIX, &c. 


Y 
| REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
City of Austin, October 29th, 1840. 
To his Excellency, Mirabeau B. Lamar: 

Sir :—1 have the honor to transmit such documents and 
portions of the correspondence of this Department as your 
Excellency may probably wish to lay before the honorable 
‘Congress. 

The first, and that which perhaps may be considered of the 
most immediate importance, is the subject of running and 

arking the boundary line between this Government and that 
of the United States of the North. This document, marked 
n contains copies of two letters from George W. Smyth, Esg., 
‘Commissioner on the part of this Government, to the Secretary 
pi State, with a statement of debts incurred by the joint com- 

ission, which have been paid by the Commissioner on the 
part of the United States, the half of which amount remains 
due that Commissioner by the Government of Texas. These 
letters fully explain the cause of a suspension ofthe operations 
of the Commissioners; also, their progress to the 32d degree 
of north latitude on the Sabine river; and will show the 
necessity of an immediate action of Congress in making an 
appropriation sufficient for the completion of that hne to Red 
River. ‘The exact amount necessary for paying the debts due 
by the Commissioner, and for carrying on the work, this 
Department 1s unable to estimate, but would suggest the 
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propriety of a liberal appropriation, such an one as would, 
without any doubt, be sufficient; for, should more be appro- 
priated than is actually necessary, the surplus would remain 
unexpended in the Treasury. ‘The amount now due, in- 
cluding the salaries of the Commissioner, Engineer, Surveyor, 
Clerk, Laborers, the steamer Albert Galatin, &c &c., cannot 
be less than five thousand dollars, par funds. 

In document marked B, will be found copies and extracts of. 
letters from this Department to our Mimster and Chargé 
d'Affaires at Washington ; and document C, letters and extracts ; 
from our Minister and Chargé d'Affaires there to this Depart- 
ment, relating principally to Indian affairs, and claims of citi- 
zens of Texas for property stolen by the "Cherokee Indians. | 

This. Department has much pleasure 1n communicating to 
your Excellency, the general harmony that prevails in our 
foreign relations. With the Government of the United States, 
nothing has transpired since the last report from this De- 
partment, to cause any other than a continuation of the friend- 
ship and maternal] disposition ever characteristic of that Go- 
vernment towards the young and comparatively feeble mem- 
bers of the national family. 

Since the meeting of the last annual Congress, a treaty of 
recognition, amity and commerce, has been concluded between 
this and the Government of the King of the French ; which 
has gone through the usual forms of ratification, exchanges, 
&c., and each Government now has a representative in the 

character of Chargé d’A ffaires.near that of the other. 

Recent communications from our diplomatic agent m Eu- 
rope, warrant flattenng prospects of the national "recognition: 
of this Republic by the Governments of Holland, Belgium 
and England ; of which events he expresses but little doubt, 
and that in a very short time, he will be enabled to commun- 
cate his success to this Government. 

In document marked D, you will find a demand of the Go- 
vernor of the Windwara Islands for certain British negroes 
supposed to be detained ın slavery in Texas, with correspon- 
dence relating thereto. These documents will show the gen- 
eral satisfaction given fo the Commissioner of her Britannic 
Majesty, (J. Hamlton,) who was charged with the office of 
identifying and recovering said negroes. 
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Document marked E, contains further instructions to Will- 
iam H. Hunt, Esq. Surveyor, to survey forty leagues of land 
for the establishment and endowment of two Colleges, or Uni- 
versities, under an act of Congress for that purpose ; also, a 
circular addressed to the Chief Justices of the several counties, 
relative to locating and surveying three leagues of land for 
the purpose of establishing primary schools. 

Knowing the great solicitude of your Excelleney on the 
very important and interesting subject of Education, and it 
being one in which every true friend of Texas must feel 
deeply interested, this Department has taken much pains it 
urging,it upon the proper officers to have the objects of the 
law complied with, and it is with deep regret I have to in- 
form your Excellency that none of these surveys have yet 
been made. In reply to the circular, (in Document E,) ad- 
dressed to the respective Chief Justices, a number have given 
to this Department, as a reason for the delay, that the pay 
allowed by the act 1s insufficient to defray the actual expenses 
of locating and surveying said lands; and I would most re- 
spectfully suggest the propriety of directing the attention of 
the honorable Congress to-this sübject. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be 
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
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DOCUMENT A. 


SSteasn-Boct Albert Gallatin, May 23d, 1840. 


Sin:—I had the honor to receive yours of the first, and 
also of the seventh intant, yesterday. The Commissioner of 
the United States, accompanied by Major J. D. Graham, ar- 
rived at camp at Green's Bluffs, on the Sabine river, on the 
15th instant. 

Gen. Hunt had already made his first and second. proposi- 
tion before your despatches arrived, which were rejected.— 
The instructions of the United States’ Government to their 
Commissioner were positive, and did not admit or any quali- 
fication ; the commence nent was therefore made according to 
the last article of your instructions on that subject and the 
line continued to Green's Bluff, near which we moet the stear ior 
Albert Gallatin, by which I received your despatches. A | 
contract was immediately made: for our transportation to 
Gaines’ Ferry, and we took our departure for that point the 
same evening, and are now under way. 

I wrote to Gen. Hunt, dated 22d, requesting him to turn 
over to me such documents and papers as appertained to the 
line, as also such property and funds as were in his possession 
belonging to the Republic of Texas, but I regret to add that 
the supplies laid in by the joint commission for the expedition 
are nearly exhausted; and as to funds, Gen Hunt informs me 
he wili be unable to furnish any ; the consequence, is we have 
not one dollar to defray even the most necessary expense ; but 
the importance of the work is so great, we have determined to 
ascend to the 32d degree of north latitude on the Sabine, as- 
certain that point with as much precision as pessible, and 
commence the meridian boundary line at least, notwithstand- 
ing we shall be under the humiliating necessity of depending 
entirely on the generosity of the United States Commissioner 
to defray every expense. 
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Judge Overton had already informed his Governament, 
before I received your communication, that he would be 
unable to prosecute the work after the month of June, until 
the return of the healthy season; the consequence is, the 
work will necessarily be suspended for a short time. 

The remaining appropriation of five thousand dollars in 
the promissory notes, from the depreciated state of these 
motes, is not worth more than seven hundred dollars, with 
"which if would be impossible to prosecute the work, if it 
were in our possession. I think it unnecessary to make an 
effort to draw the appropriation, as it cam answer no valuable 
purpose. 

We have this day (28th,) made a further contract for our 
conveyance by the same boat to the 32°, and shall depart 
ito-morrow morning. 
| Í am, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

GEORGE W. SMYTH. 

Hon. A. S. Lipscoms, Secretary of State. 


Near Locan’s Ferry, Sapine River, 
June 17th, 1840. 

Srr:—Immediately after my last communication by Gen. 
Hunt, we resumed our voyage up the Sabine, and after having 
met and overcome many difficulties in our progress, from 
‘overhanging trees and drift wood, the channel of the river 
{being in some places entirely obstrueted, we reached Logan’s 
(Ferry on the fourth day from our departure. 

In aseending the river, a reconnoissance was carefully 
taken of the river by observing the courses with a compass, 
and estimating the distances, which were corrected every 
night by observations for latitude and longitude; the dis- 
A from Gaines’ Ferry to this place by water is about —— 
mules. 

On the night of the first of June, at Logan's Ferry, ob- 
servations showed us to be about one minute and a half 


morning on the eastern bank; Lieut. Lee having in the 
mean ume selected a position for encampment in the open 
woods on the east side of the river, to which place we re- 
moved on the 3d; observations on the night of the third 
evinced our position too far to the north by about forty-two 
seconds, (nearly an English mile) Dr. Conway and Mr. 
Wilber accordingly measured off one mile due south, and ` 
from thence run a line due west; on this line, near the low | 
grounds of the river, and about two miles east of it, a proper 
situation for an encampment and observatory with good 
water, &c:, was found, to which position the engineer de-, 
partment on both sides immediately repaired, fixed their| 
encampment and observatory, and on the night of the fifth | 
commenced a regular series of observations for the deter-. 
mination of the 32d parallel, which has continued without 
intermission (except two or three cloudy nights) until the, 
present time; the iesult of the observations which: have 
been calculated convinces me beyond doubt that the observ- 
atory is within three hundred feet of the 32d degree; but it 
is mortifying in the extreme to add that the work has ter-, 
minated without having permanently fixed that point, which 
I confidently anticipated we should accomplish when we 
came here. The reasons alleged are, the great desire of the 
United States’ officers to verify the point by such a number 
and variety of observations as shall not only be satisfac- 
tory to themselves, but shall leave no doubts on the minds of 
she government or people of the United States, particularly 
as the point established will differ so widely from the point 
by Lilly's observations, as well as from the measurement of 
the United States surveys; Lilly’s line being more than 
five miles west, and the United States having surveyed a 
whole range of townships (viz: range 17) west of where the 
line must necessarily run; this, together with the entire ex- 
haustion of funds on the part of the United States, (ourselves 
having had none from the beginning,) has caused the cessa- 
tion of operations before ascertaining the point where the Sa- 
bine ceases to be the line between the two countries—a mat- 
ter in which we feel so deep an interest. The point how- 
ever is ascertained with sufficient certainty to show very 


south of the 32d degree; we accordingly debarked the E 
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early where the line must necessarily run. No man ean 
more sincerely regret this termination of this business than & 

o; but the event has been beyond my control. 

You will see from the sketch of the river which 1 enclose 
you, taken from the United States’ surveys, the point where 
he parallel of 32 will cross the Sabine. 

Į was compelled to draw on the Department for the amount- < 
of our transportation, viz: six hundred and fifty-five dollars 
D. sixty-five cents, which 1 hope the Department will meet, 

s without it we could not have reached this point. 
i Messrs. Wilber and Gray being here without the means of 
jransportation, and 1t not being in my power to supply them, 
nd, besides, having the care of costly instruments, such as 
he chronometer, J, in conjunction with Judge Overton, have 
hought ıt most advisable to leave them in possession of all 
he publie property of both countries, with one man for their 
sistance. heir care over the public property will doubt- 
ess be useful. In addition, they have calculations to bring 
p, and plats to make out, which will occupy much of their 
ime; I have, therefore, instructed them accordingly. 

June 20th.—'l'he commission this day adjourned until the 
rst day of November next. Enclosed | send you the amount 
f our responsibilities to the Government of the United States ; 
he greater part of which were contracted before I came into 
ffice. 

In pursuance of the authonty vested in me, and at the desire 
f the United States’ Commissioner, I have appointed Daniel 
. Wilber Surveyor. 

I will endeavor to be in Austin by the last of July. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
[ Signed ] GEORGE W. SMYTH, 
Teras Commissioner. 


| 
10 
Camp NEAR THE 32d NonvH LAT., 
On the Sabine River, June 18th, 1840. 


The following contains a list of debts incurred by the Joint 
Commission for marking the boundary between the United 
States and Texas, under the convention between the Qiu 
countries, concluded at Washington on the 25th day of April, 
1838, which have been paid by the United States; one-half 
of which amount is acknowledged to be due the United States 
by the Republic of Texas, to be paid when the Commission re- 
convenes on :he first of November next : 


| 
| 
No.1 - Claiborne H. Burke, - : $16 00 | 
«2 . HA Low - - - - 8300 | 
«3 - John Lyons, - 4 - 16 00 
“ 4 - A. Hotchkiss, - - -> - 14 95 
« B - A. Mellier, -  - - - 133 75 
« 6 >- S.H. Everitt, - - - - 412 | 
« T - W.D. Smith, - - - 24 48 | 
“ 8 - Sarah Joy, - - - - 7 25 
eg - Thomas W. Reed, - - 3 00 | 
" 10 - W. D. Smith, - -> - - 2f 75 
«ji - James Gains, - =- - 43 18 | 
*12  - B.D. Potter, - - - - 129 42 
« 13 - J, Caldwell, 5 uc 6 05 
* 14  - H A. Low, - 0-5 512 
« 15 - — J. L. Haight, - -~ - 200 | 
16 - William Franks, - - -~ 24 00 
«17 - Balance due on sale of Pub. Horse, 50 00 
« 18 - Andrew Gray,  - - - 19 43 . 
4 19 - -Pay Roll, - = = 2,431 52 
“ 20 + Henry Burrough, ~ = + 8780 
$2,969 77 


I certify that'the above is a true copy of the original in 
possession of the United States Commissioner. 
[ Signed ] HAMILTON PRIOLEAU BEE, 
Clerk Texian Commissioner. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Austin, Jan. 14th, 1840. 


Sit:—1 enclose you a copy of a communication recently 
received from Dr. D. Rowlett, a member of our Congress for 
Fannin county, and a gentleman of unexceptionable character, 

You are requested to present his claim to the Government of 
the United States without delay. It is probable from the 
fact that the Indian agent, resident with the Cherokees in the 
State of Arkansas, has been made acquainted with the claim 
and the circumstances connected with it, that you will find 
the Government of the United States already informed on the 
subject, and the President is persuaded that that Government 
will only require to be informed of the relative facts to induce 
them to order a prompt restitution or adequate compensation 
to be made to the partiesinjured. 

The amount claimed is buta reasonable remuneration for 
he losses actually sustained; and by referring to the treaty 
between the United States and Mexico on this subject you 
will find such remunerationfully stipulated. - 

Should any further testimony be required to substantiate 
the claim, you will apprize the Department of it as early as 
practicable, for the citizens concerned in the demand have a 

lain interest in its speedy adjustment. If the Government 
of the United States are convinced of the justness of the de- 
mand, it cannot be doubted that they will give a peremptory 
prder to have the amount due the claimants abated from the 
hext annuity payable to the offending tribe of the Chero- 
i and paid to the claimants at such convenient time and 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 


ace as may be selected. Your early attention to this 
usiness is requested. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
| DAVID G. BURNET, 
` Acting Secretary of State. 
'o Hon. R. G. Dunar., 
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Extract of a Letter from Hon. A. S. Lipscomb to B. E. 
Bee, Eisq., dated Austin, March 31st, 1840. 


I would particularly call your attention to the subject of 
depredations committed by the Indians of the United States on 
the inhabitants of our frontier. ‘This Government has reason 
to believe that most of our Indian troubles proceed from the 
Indians residing within the limits of the United States, par- 
ticularly the Caddoes, and they are believed all of them to be 
principally supplied with weapons from the United States, 
you will not fail to urge upon the United States the necessity 
of a compliance with the stipulations of the treaty by which 
they bind themselves to keep those Indians within their bor- 
ders quiet, and to restrain them from acts of hostility. This 
cannot be too frequently urged upon the Cabinet of Washing- 
ton. 

I have the honor to be, &oc., 
[Signed] A. S. LIPSCOMB. 


— 


Extract of & Letter from the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb to B. 
E. Bee, Esq., dated Austin, August 8th, 1840. 

Since my last to you, circumstances have transpired, that 
render it necessary that 1 should again reiterate my last 
instructions to you, and that you should particularly call the 
attention of the Government of the United States to the subject 
ofinroads and depredations committed by certain Indian tribes, 
belonging to that Government, on the property and lives of 
the citizens of our Government. Mrs. Webster, who with 
her two children were taken prisoners by the Comanches, 
‘when her husband and his party were killed, made her escape 
in the spring of this year, and on her way into San Antonio, 
reports that she had once before made ber escape from her 
captors, and had arrived within thirty miles of this place, 
when she was re-captured by the Caddo Indians and delivered 
up to those who had first taken her, by them. She reports 
that there were Kickapoos, Shawnees, Cherokees and Choc- 
taws, and a considerable number of Negro slaves, men, women 
and children, from the United States, with those Caddoes. 
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. That on the approach of spring most of them retired up 
the Brazos, as they said, to make corn. The Caddoes are 
believed to be pensioners of the United States, that they 
receive their regular annuities, and that they are thus furnish- - 
ed with the means of conducting their own hostile operations 
against us, and likewise supplying the Comanche and other 
wild Prairie Indians with arms and ammunition, and receive 
in exchange stolen horses. 1t is rumored that the Caddoes 
are not even required to present themselves within the United 
States to receive their annuity, but that itis sent to them, 
within our boundary, by some one representing them. It is 
confidently hoped, from the known honor and fidelity with 
which the United States’ Government has always been sig- 
nalized in the performance of all her engagements with other 
Governments, that she will take some effectual means to arrest 
those grievances, should their Indians be encouraged, by 
indulgence to’ hold out inducements to the slaves from Texas 
and the United States to take refuge among them, and join 
them 1n their marauding parties, the evil in its progress may 
become very serious to the Southern United States. Iam fully 
aware of the difficulty, if not impossibility of preventing hunt- ` 
ing Indians from passing any line of longitude or latitude in an 
uninhabited country, but they might be instructed not to ap- 
proach in their hunting expeditions within some hundred 
miles of our settlements. If the annuities are withheld from 
them, until they give satisfactory assurance of conducting 
themselves peaceably, and in subordination to the stipulations 
of the treaty between this Government and the United States, 
it seems to me that they could, by such means, be restrained. 

I am, sir, with great respect, &c., 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
: Austin, September 30th, 1840. 


Sig:—Herewith enclosed are statements of citizens of 
Texas, for losses sustained by them during the spring of 


14 - 
1839, for horses stolen by the Cherokee Indians. "These state- 
ments have been made and testified to as per direction of your 
predecessor of 27th March, 1840. You will lay them before 
the Government of the United States, in order that they may 
be duly attended to, and inform this Department as early as 
practicable of the result, as the parties concerned are anxious 
to know it. 
I have the honor to be, &c., 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 


` To rae Hon. B. E. Beg, 


Chargé D Affaires. 


DOCUMENT C. 


Texian LEGATION, 
Washington, February 24th, 1840. 


Sır :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
communication of January 10th ult., with its enclosure, asking 
remuneration from the United States’ Government for property 
stolen by the Cherokee Indians of the United States, from 
the citizens of Texas, which I have this day, under your in- 
structions, submitted to that Government. 

Iavai myself of this occasion, &c., 
R. G. DUNLAP. 
To Hon. Davin G. Burnet. 
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Texian LEGATION, 


Washington, February 24th, 1840. 


Sır :—The undersigned, Minister - Plenipotentiary, and 
Envoy Extraordinary of the Republic of T'exas, has the honor, 
under the instructions of his Government, to submit to the 
Secretary of State of the United States, the claim of sundry, 
citizens of the Republic of Texas, asking an adequate remu- 
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nération for the property stolen by the Cherokee Indians of the 
United States from said citizens. A copy of a petition in 
evidence of said claim, is herewith submitted, and the name 
of Mr. Rowlett signed to the same, is that of a member of Con- 
gress of the Republic of Texas, a gentleman of high character 
for truth. 

` The undersigned avails himself, &c., 
: R. G. DUNLAP. 
To THE Hon. Joan FogsvTH, Ps 

Secretary of State of the United States. 


—— 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Februaty 26th, 1840. 
Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Dunlap : ] 
Sır :— The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United 
States, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note 
addressed to him on the 24th instant, by Gen. Dunlap, Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary and Envoy. Extraordinary of Texas, sub- 
mitting a claim of"T'exian citizens to remuneration for property 
alleged to have been stolen from them by the Cherokee In- 
dians of the United States. The President, before whom Gen. 
Dunlap’s note was laid, has directed the undersigned to state 
to Gen. Dunlap, that, anxious to seize every opportunity of 
manifesting the friendly disposition of this Government towards 
the Texian Republic, he will take pleasure, on receiving from 
that Government evidence of the loss complained of, in refer- 
ring it to the Commissioner of the Indian Office, with directions 
to use his influence with the Cherokee Indians in prevailing 
upon them to restore the stolen property, or make a fair com- 
pensation for the same, But the undersigned is instructed at 
the same time to say to Gen. Dunlap,-that this Government 
can, in no event, consider itself responsible to foreign powers 
for any thefts committed by the Indians, whether residing 
within or beyond the borders of the United States. 
'The undersigned takes this occasion, &c., 
[Signed] JOHN FORSYTH. 
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LEGATION oF TEXAS, 
Washıngton, March 27th, 1840. 


Mr. Dunlap to Mr. Forsyth : 

Sır :—"The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary and 
Envoy Extraordinary.of the Republic of Texas, has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of note of the Secretary of State of 
the United States, of the 26th ultimo, ın answer to his of the 
24th ultimo, relative to the depredations committed by the 
Indians of the United States, upon the property of the citizens 
of Texas. 

The undersigned is truly happy to observe that the President 
of the United States takes this occasion to manifest the friendly: 
disposition of the Government of the Uuited States towards 
that of the Republic of Texas, a fact, however, which the under- 
signed has never doubted, nor can any doubt, who are ac- 
quainted with the political course of the President, and the 
history of the Government of the United States. 

The undersigned, believing that the plan proposed by the 
Secretary of State of the United States, for the liquidation of 
the claims of the citizens of Texas, above alluded to, to be the 
speediest, will request his Government to have the evidence 
of those claims furnished, to be submitted to the Government 
of the United States, and accepts the proffer of its kind offices 
` to procure of the nation of those depredators, the restitution of 
the property stolen, or the payment of its value. 

The undersigned, at the same time, most respectfully pro- 
tests against the soundness or applicability of the rule upon 
which the Government of the United States, as a last resort, 
may refuse payment for any depredations committed by the 
Indians of the United States upon the property of the citizens 
of Texas, as the right of the citizens of Texas, in the present 
case, rests upon a specified treaty stipulation. The under- 
signed will not, however, go into argument on this question at 
present, as he entertains the hope that the course indieated by 
the Secretary of State of the United States, will result favor- 
ably to the parties interested. 

[Signed] R. G. DUNLAP. 


a 
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LEGATION OF TEXAS, 
Washington, March 27th, 1840, ( 


To the Hon. A. S. Lipscomb : 

Sır :—1 have the honor to enclose a copy of the correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of State of the United States and 
myself, relative to certain claims for depredations committed 
by the Indians. 

In ease the question of the liability of the United States 
were now urged, and the Government, after a protracted dis- 
cussion, should allow the claims, then payment could only 
be obtained through an appropriation by Congress, and might 
occasion a delay of one or two sessions. The course indi- 
cated by the Secretary of State of the United States, is the 
speediest, and perhaps the surest, as money can be paid out 
of their annuity due to those Indians. 

Therefore, the claimants should prepare the evidence of their 
claim in strict adherence to the rules of taking testimony in 
such cases, and have it forwarded to the Representative of 
Texas, to be submitted to this Government. The claim re- 
ceived, was a mere statement of one of the parties, without 
any accompanying evidence ; and no matter how upright and 
honorable the party may be, the United States Government 
will never feel willing to receive such a statement as a sub- 
stitute for legal testimony. 

‘With great consideration, &c., 


R. G. DUNLAP. . 


x 
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LEGATION oF TEXAS, 
Washington, April 16th, 1840. 


Sir :—'The undersigned, Minister Plenipotentiary and En- 
voy Extraordinary of the Republic of Texas, being advised 
by the Secretary of State of the United States, that the subject 
of the Indian relations between the two countries has been 
relerred to the War Department, begs leave to submit a few 
enquiries to the Secretary ot War thereto. 

‘The promptness and fidelity with which the Government of 
the United States has always met the question, when Texas 

c ' 
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has heen threatened with incursions from Indians of the former, 
leaves the undersigned no room to: doubt that the Secretary 
of War will fully answer these inquiries, so that nothing 
equivocal may seem to exist in the understanding between the 
two Governments upon a subject so delicate and important, 

Ist. Have not Indians, migrating to Texas without the 
consent of either Mexico or Texas since the treaty of 1831, 
between the United States and Mexico, been suffered to do so 
by the United States, in direct contravention with the terms 
and spirit of said treaty ? And is not the United States bound 
to recall the Indians who have thus emigrated, and provide 
them a home in the United States? Should the Republic of 


` Texas, now or hereafter, find the undertaking too difficult to 


expel from her territory Indians of the United- States who, 
have or may hereafter make incursions or settlement within 
the Republic of Texas, will not the Government of the United 
States, upon the request of the Government of Texas, aid in 
their expulsion? ‘The capricious and restless character of 
these savages, and their contiguity to Texas, renders it more 
than probable that incursions will, as heretofore, be again 
made, and the United States not beinformed in time to pre- 
vent. 

Under such a view of the case, in the event of Texas asking 
aid of the United States, would it not be granted ? 

The undersigned avails himself, &c., 
R. G. DUNLAP. 
To rue Hon. Jorn R, Pornsert, 
Secretary of War. 


* 
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DOCUMENT D. 


LETTERS CONCERNING CERTAIN BRITISH NEGROES. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS, Government Hous, 
Barbadoes, Dec. 26th, 1839. 


His Excellency the President or Officer Administering 
the Government of Teras : 


Sig:—Commander Ramsey, of Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Sloop of War, the Pilot, will have the honor of delivering this 
letter to your Excellency, having been ordered by His Ex- 
cellency, Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Harvey, K. C. B., Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Her Majesty’s ships and vessels on the 
North American West: india station, to proceed from this port 
to Texas, for the purpose of conveying thither, and of there 
supporting the application of Commander Hamilton of the 
Royal Navy, who is charged, on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government, with the duty of demanding from the Govern- 
ment of Texas, and of identifying and recovering certain 
British Negroes, supposed to be detained in slavery in that 
country. i 

Relying on the disposition of your Excellency to promote 
the objecis for which the above named officers are about to 
repair to ‘Texas, 

I have the honor to be, with high consideration, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 
And most humble servant, 
E. MURRAY McGREGOR, 
Governor. 


— 


WinpwAnp Isnanps, Government House, 
Barbadoes, Dec. 26th, 1839. 


His Excellency the President or Officer Administering 
the Government of Texas: 

Sık :—Under instructions from Her Britannic Majesty's 

Principal Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, 
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I have directed Commander Hamilton, of the Royal: Navy, 
who is about to embark for Texas, on board Her Majesty's 
n of war, the Pilot, to present this letter to your Excel- 
ency. 

Commander Hamilton is charged with the office of demand- 
ing on the part of Her Majesty’s Government from that of 
Texas, and of identifying and recovering certain British 
Negroes, supposed. to be detained there in slavery, and will 
have the honor of communicating to your Excellency such 
detailed information, as may be necessary for your Excel- 
lency’s satisfaction upon this subject. 

It is my duty to request that your Excellency will be 
pleased to facilitate by such means as the occasion may re- 
quire, the prompt execution by Commander Hamilton, of 
the delicate mission with which he is entrusted, and solicit- 
ing your Excellency’s acceptance of my assurance of high 
consideration. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, your Excellency's 

Most obedient and most humble servant, 
E. MURRAY McGREGOR, 


G'overnor. 


— Á— 


Letter from J. Hamilton, Commissioner, &§c. 
Houston Ciry, Texas, 
February 27th, 1840. 


Sır :—It having been represented to me on my arrival in 
this country, that a certain British Negro, named “ John,” one 
of the crew of the British schooner, * William," but not the 
property of the captain, was in the year 1833 or 1834, ille- 
gally sold as a slave at Harrisburg, by order of the alcalde, to 
one Robert Vince, and is at present detained in 'l'exas as 


such, either by one Captain Somers or one Allen Vinee, both’ 


residing on the banks of the Brazos River. 

Relying on the faith of the assurance of His Excellency the 
President of Texas, “that the policy of that Government 
will at all times guarantee the most decided co-operation with 
the Queen's Government in preventing or punishing all 
such infractions of the law ;” I have to request on the part 
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of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, that His Excellency 
will be pleased to direct such instructions to be issued as will 
summarily and satisfactorily terminate the delicate mission 
with which I am entrusted, by causing the same Negro to be 
delivered up to me at Galveston, or to such agent:as I may 
hereafter appoint. ` 
For the purpose of facilitating this object, I have the honor 
to subjoin the particulars of the case. , 
{ have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant. 
JOSEPH HAMILTON, 
Commissioner. 
To rue Hon. Agner S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State, Texas. 


en, 


The British schooner, * William,” Captain Kelly, was in 
the end of the year 1833, or in the commencement of the year 
1834, seized by order of the alcalde of Harrisburg, and Kelly, 
it is said, was-murdered at the same time, by one Isaac Nor- 
ton ; one of the crew, a British Negro, named “John,” who was 
the, property of a lady in one of the British West India Colonies 
was sold by order of the same alcalde, for $600 to a Robert 
Vince, then residing at or near Harrisburg, but subsequently 
removed to the Brazos, where he died a short time since; 
deceased’s sister, Susan, the wife of Captain Somers, also 
residing on the Brazos, took possession ofthe Negro, butitis 
supposed he is now in the possession of Allen Vince, the bro- 
ther of the deceased, and also residing on the Brazos. 

JOSEPH HAMILTON, 


Commissioner. 


\ aeta rt m 


GaLvEsTON Orry, TEXAS, 
April 21st, 1840. 


Sim:—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 31st of March, 1840, whieh will (on my 


e . 
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arrival at Barbadoes) be forwarded to Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State. 
I have the honor to be, with high consideration, ` 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HAMILTON, 

: ; Commissioner. 
'To rue Hon. ABNER S. Lipscoms, 
Secretary of State, Teras. 


— 


GALVESTON ITY, TEXAS, 
April 21st, 1840. 


Sır :—In closing my commission, I have the honor to 
inform you that I have been successful in recoveiing five of 
the Negroes introduced into this country by Mr. John "Taylor 
. of Barbadoes; ofthe remaining three, one is supposed to have 
heen drowned ; another, left with Mr. Wm. Moore of Anahuac, 
is supposed to have been kidnapped and carried into the 
United States of America, and the third left with Mr. David 
Garner of Cow Bayou, was sold in Louisiana. 

'The woman and her three children are supposed to have 
been murdered at Brush Island, on the coast of Louisiana. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH HAMILTON, 
Commissioner. 
To THE Hon. ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State, Texas. 


— 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, Austin, ] 


January 28th, 1840. 5 
To Commander Hamilton, of Her Britanic Majesty's 
Navy. 


Sir :—His Excellency the President has this morning the 
pleasure, to receive the communication from His Excellency 
the Governor of Barbadoes, of the 26th December, 1839, which 
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you caused to be transmitted to him by the collector of the 
port of Velasco. Iam instructed by the President to say in 
reply to the application “for certain British Negroes sup- 
posed to be detained in slavery in this country," that this 
: Government has no knowledge of any person of the charaeter 
described being within its jurisdiction. Our sea-coast is 
extensive, and has heretofore been but imperfectly organized . 
in its internal affairs, and consequently is exposed at some 
remote points to access by illicit traders of all description ; 
these inconveniences are being remedied as fast as circum- 
stances will permit. Ifany British Negroes have been.intro- 
duced into the country, it would be very gratifying to this Go- 
vernment to be informed, at what time, at what place, by 
whom and by what means, the violation of our laws has been 
perpetrated ; such information would give important facili- 
ties to the Government in its future efforts to prevent similar 
aggressions. If any such persons as you are instructed to 
apply for are among us, and can be identified as such, there 
will be no hesitation on the part of the Government in sur- 
rendering them to their proper jurisdiction. 

The Presideht requests me to say to you, that he would be 
gratified to see you at Austin, and to confer personally with 
you on the subject of your mission. 

With great consideration, I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State. 


————— 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, ÀUSTIN, 
February 14th, 1840. 


To Commander Hamilton, of Her Majesty's Royal Navy. 


Str :—'Phe President of the Republic of Texas has been 
pleased to issue.the enclosed Proclamation, and he directs me 
to assure you of his earnest and sincere desire that it may be 
satisfactory to the Queen's Government, and that you may be 
successful in accomplishing to its fullest extent, the object of 
your mission, and further to assuré you, that the policy of this, 
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Government will at all times guarantee the mest decided co- 
operation with the Queens Government in preventing or 
punishing all such infractions of the law. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State.. 


erences 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AUSTIN, 
March 31st, 1840. 


^ To Commander J. Hamilton: 


Sır :—In reply to yours of the 27th ult, I have to repeat 
what in substance, T stated in conversation with you on this 
subject; you will recollect that you informed me, that you 
had heard on your way up to this place, that a Negro had 
been so taken, and sold by the alealde at Harrisburg in 1833 
or 1834. I then stated to you that a Negro brought in at that 
time and sold, could not be considered as being introduced 
in contravention of the laws or policy of this Government, ' 
as it was at a time anterior to its existence, and before there 
was any law prohibiting such introduction. I told you, how- 
ever, that if the Negro was a free man, on a judieial enquiry, 
{which would be instituted by order of the President,) and on 
the fact of his freedom being ascertained by a jury, he would 
be delivered up, for the purpose of conveying him out of this 
Government to such place as he should choose to go. If, 
however, he is a slave, the trial of the right of property in 
him must take the usual course of the common law. In this 
respect the laws of this country are believed not to differ from 
those of the Government you represent. If a dispute about 
the ownership of any personal property should arise in Her 
Majesty’s dominions, and the claimant a foreigner, the ques- 
tions of right would be submitted to a jury on the law and the 
evidence; it too would be considered a judical question of 
private right, and not international or political. This would 
be the case in the absence of all treaty stipulations embracing 
the subject. This Government will at all times promptly 
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punish violations of its Jaws, but in matters of private rights, 
‘the investigation must take the usual course, and the courts 
of this Government are at all times open to the subjects of 
Her Majesty to assert and establish their rights as fully and 

effectually as to her own citizens. ` ` 

1 have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, M aT 

ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 

Secretary of State. 


DOCUMENT E. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, AUSTIN, 
E August 19th, 1840. ? 
To W. H. Hunt, Esq., Surveyor : 

Sir :—It is hoped you will without any unnecessary delay, 
proceed to locate and survey forty leagues of land for the 
support of the Universities, under the Act of Congress of the  . 
26th January, 1839. You are authorized to make the loca- 
tions and surveys on lands not appropriated by individuals, any 
where in the Republie, and in such number of acres in each 
survey as may be found most convenient, notin a less quantity 
in any one tract than one halfleague: the land must be ef 
good quality. ` 

In all respects not modified by these instructions, you will 
be governed by those of 26th July, 1839. Itis probable that 
you will be able to Tocate a great part of the land on the wa- 
ters of the Trinity, in and about the Cross Timbers. It is very 
important that your returns should be in time, for the next 
Congress, and it is sincerely hoped that no exertions will be 
wanting to accomplish this desirable object. 

I am, with great respect, &c., 
[Signed] ABNER. S. LIPSCOMB. 
D 
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DEPARTMENT or STATE, Austin, 
August 15th, 1840. 


To the Chief Justice of the County of ——— — : 

Sır :—On the 29th of May, 1839, a letter was addressed to 
the County Surveyor of each county of the Republic, instruct- 
ing him to locate and survey three leagues of land, in accord- 
ance with the Act entitled “An Act apropriating certain 
lands for the establishment of a general system of education, 
approved 26th January, 1839.” Although they were advised 
of the propriety of making the surveys with all possible dili- 
gence, and make their returns without delay, and in accord- 
ance with the Act, I regret to.say that no return has yet been 
received at the General Land Office. I am instructed by the 
Hon. Secretary of State to request that you give your atten- 
tion to the subject, and have the lands surveyed without 
delay, and the returns made accordingly, as it is of great im- 
portance it should be done before the convening of Congress. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, &c., 
JOSEPH WAPLES. 
Chief Clerk Depariment of State. 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


Read, and referred to the Committee on the state of Re- 
public, November 17th, 1840. a 

County oF JASPER, 

October 15th, 1840. 


Hon. Abner S. Lipscomb, Secretary of State : 

Sin :—In my two last, I communicated to you every im- 
‘portant circumstance connected with our operations, from the 
time I took charge of the Commission, until our final sepa- 
ration, on the 22d June last. It remains for me only to say 
a few words on the nature of the work, and the probable 

"amount'of expenditures which will be necessary to complete 
it. So entirely different is the work to be executed, from the 
‘common operations of surveying, to which all our citizens are 
accustomed, that I am persuaded many members of Congress 
are entirely mistaken as.to its nature. All that the Govern- 
ment or people of Texas desire, is to have a line clearly 
defined, which will demark the limits of their Territory and 
Jurisdiction ; but the Government of the United States, in 
addition to this, has another object to accomplish, and that is 
to run the line in such a manner as shall be ereditable to the 
science of their country; and the scientific gentlemen charged 
with the performance of the work, feel a laudable ambition to 
fulfil this expectation on the part of their Government. The 
plan, therefore,' which I have reason to believe they intend 
to adopt, will be accurate in a high degree, but tedious and 
expensive, and will either require the employment of a con- 
siderable number of hands, or require a great time for its com- 
pletion. Whoever represents the Government of Texas on 
that line, would doubtless prefer a more speedy, and less 
expensive method ; but the Government of the United States 
has comparatively little interest in running this line. She 
already extends her jurisdiction over more territory than 
belongs to her. “The principal interest connected with the 
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running of the hne is ours. If, therefore, we are anxious for 
the accomplishment of this business, and they will not adopt 
our plans, we must adopt theirs, or the work cannot be done. 
Congress would do well to reflect on the great importance 
(not only to the section of country immediately interested but 
to the country generally) of having the line permanently 
established during the present season, and the absolute im- 
possibility of doing this, without an adequate appropriation. 
The Commissioner on the part of Texas, is already near 
two thousand dollars in debt. ‘Taking this into consideration, 
Congress would not be safe (in my opinion) in appropriating 
less than ten thousand dollars (in par currency) to defray 
contingent expenses alone. I hope, as ardently as any man, 
that it will not require so great a sum ; but it is better to err 
on the safe side. And surely Texas is not so poor in moral 
probity, but that some individual may be found who would 
not squander the remainder, if there should be any. It 
should be borne in mind, always, that this is a joint concern, 
and does not depend alone upon the officers appointed by the 
Government of Texas, and that when an officer has done all 
in his power to promote the object of his appointment, he 
has done all that reason or duty can require of him, notwith- 
standing his success may not equal their expectations or his 

own desires. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. SMYTH. 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


Read, and referred to the Committee on the state of the Re- 
public, December 14th, 1840. 


December 8th, 1840. 


\ 
Srr :—In accordance with the resolution of the Honorable 
the House of Representatives of the 5th inst., I have the honor 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
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to submit the several Documents marked A, B, C, and D. 
The Document A shows the contract of S. P. Andrews, Esq., 
for the translating the Laws. into the Castilian language, and 
his bond for the performance of his contract. 

Exhibit B shows the contract of J. W. Cruger, Esq., for 
printing the Laws, and the terms on which the work is to be 
executed. 

Exhibit C is a copy of a letter from J. W. Cruget, Esq., 
showing the cause of the delay in the performance of the 
work. 

I have not heard any thing from Mr. Andrews by way of 
excuse for the non-fulfilment of his contract. ead 

Exhibit D is calculated to throw some doubts on the accu- 
racy of Mr. Andrews! translation, so far as he has progressed. 
The amount paid to Mr. Andrews will appear by reference to 
exhibit A; and Mr. Crugers’ letter the probable amount that 
it will eost the Government to complete the work, up to the 
acts of the last session of Congress. ‘The undersigned would 
respectfully suggest to the Honorable Congress whether the 
benefits to be derived from continuing to have the Laws trans- 
lated into Castilian, will justify the expenses that will be in- 
curred under the present depreciated state of our currency. 

Mr. Cruger has been paid ten thousand dollars in the pro- 
missory notes of-the Government on his contract, being the 
amount appropriated by the last Congress. "lhe appropria- 
tion for having the Laws translated and published, has been 
exhausted. All the general laws previous to the last Congress 
‘are in the hands of the Translator. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 
"To the Hon. Davip S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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DOCUMENT A. 


S. P. Andrews Articles of Agreement to translaté the 
Laws of the Republic. 


ARWICLES OF AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 31st 
day of May, 1839, between David G. Burnet, Acting Sec- 
retary of State of the Republic of Texas, of the one part, 
and Stephen P. Andrews, of the other part—witnesseth: 


That the said Andrews, under and by virtue of an act of 
the Congress of the said Republic, approved January 23d, 
1839, entitled an act to translate the laws of the Republic into 
the Castilian language, and promulgate the same, has con- 
tracted with the said David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of 
State, to translate from the English into the Castilian lan- 
guage, all such general and penal statutes as have been en- 
acted by the Congress of said Republic, a list of which has 
been furnished by the said Burnet, and a copy of the sgme 
signed by both of said parties hereunto attached,and to have the 
same ready for the press on or before the first day of January 
next, and to superintend the printing of the same, in reading 
and correcting proofs, &c. 

And the said Acting Secretary of State agrees for, and on 
behalf of said Repnblic, to pay to said Andrews, two dollars 
and fifty cents foreach and every page of said laws, after they 
Shall have been translated and printed, in the notes of specie- 
paying banks in the city of New-Orleans, or in the promissory 
notes of the Republic of Texas, at a rate which shall be equi- 
valent in value to said notes of the New-Orleans banks, at the 
time the payment is made, as a full compensation for said work 
of translation and superintending the printing of the same,— 
each of said pages to be of the size and contain as much mat- 
ter as is contained in an average page of the first volume of 
the laws of said Republic, as printed at the Telegraph Office 
in the city of Houston. 

. And in order to aid and facilitate the said Andrews in the 
said work, the said Acting Secretary of State agrees to ad- 
vance to him at this time, in part payment of the aforesaid 
stipulated price for doing said work, the sum of five hundred 
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dollars, upon his entering into bonds, with approved security, 
for the faithful performance of the same, as herein specified ; 
he, the said Andrews, agreeing to take and receive the one 
thousand dollars in- the promissory notes of the Republic of 
Texas, as equivalent to the aforesaid sum of five hundred dol- 
lars in the notes of specie-paying banks of New-Orleans; but 
it is understood that the residue of the money to which the 
said Andrews will be entitled for the performance of said 
work, is not to be paid until the same is done and completed, 
to the satisfaction of the Secretary of State. 

In testimony whereof, the parties have hereunto set their 
hands and private seals, at the State Department, in the City 
of Houston, the day and year above written. 

( Signed ) DAVID G. BURNET, : 
Acting Secretary of State. 
S. P. ANDREWS. . 
In presence of Benjamin C. 
Franklin, James Webb. 


It is understood by the within parties that the said S. P. 
Andrews is to furnish a copy to the Printer, selected by the 
Secretary of State, on or before the first day of September 
next, 8nd to keep him thereafter supplied with copy until said 
work is completed ; provided, that said Secretary shall, by or 
before that time, have contracted for the printing of said laws, 
and shall have notified said Andrews of such eontract. x 

Given under our hands and seals the day and year above 
written. 

(Signed) DAVID G. BURNET, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
S. P. ANDREWS. | 
Attest, Benjamin C, Franklin, 
James Webb. - 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Houston, June 1st, 1839. 


Received of David G. Burnet, Acting Secretary.of State, a: 
draft on the Treasury Department, for one thousand dollars, - 
in the promissory notes of the Republic of Texas, which I 
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take and receive as equivalent in value to five hundred dol- 
lars of the notes of specie-paying banks in New-Orleans, in 
part payment of the price stipulated for translating the laws 
of the Republic into the Castilian, as per within agree- 
ment. 
[ Signed ] S. P. ANDREWS. 
Know all men by these presents, that we, Stephen P. An- 
drews and Levi Jones, are held and firmly bound unto David 
G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State of the Republic of Texas, 
and his successors in office, in the penal sum of three thou- 
sand dollars, good and lawful money of said Republic, to the 
payment whereof well and truly to be made,we bind ourselves, 
jointly and severally, and our joint and several heirs, execu- 
tors, or administrators, jointly, by these presents, signed with 
or d: and sealed with our seals; this 31st day of May, 
1839. 
The condition of the above obligation is such: that, if the 
above bound Stephen P. Andrews, shall well and truly per- 
form all and singular his undertakings with the said David 
G. Burnet, Acting Secretary of State, in relation to the trans- 
lation of the Laws of said Republic into the Castilian lan- 
guage, and superintending the printing of the same, as is spe- 
cified in the articles of agreement hereunto annexed, bearing 
even date with these presents, entered into by the said An- 
drews and the said Acting Secretary of State, and shall have 
said translations ready for the press at the time specified in said 
dgreement, then this obligation to be void and of no effect, 
‘otherwise, to remain in full force and virtue. 
[Signed] >- S&P. ANDREWS. + 
LEVI JONES. 
Signed, sealed and acknowledged, 
in presence of witnesses, Wm. 
Pettus, Nathaniel Amory. 


The foregoing are true copies from the originals. 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Chief Clerk. 
Department of State, Austin, Dec. 7th, 1840. 


a 


"zm 33 


DOCUMENT B. 


J. W. Cruger's Proposal to Print Spanish Translation. 


Strate DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, December 18th, 1839. 


Know all men by these jesus that I, J. W. Cruger, do 
agree to print the translation ito Spanish of such Laws of tha 
Republic of Texas as may be required, in small pica type, 
properly aecented, and executed in a style equal to the Spa- 
nish laws of Coahuila and Texas, as published by me, the same 
size pages, at one hundred and thirteen dollars for two thou- 
sand copies of each and every form of eight pages, in specie, 
or its equivalent. The work to commence so soon as the ` 
matter shall be furnished by the Translator, and a reasonable 
number of hands shall be kept employed on the work, and all 
diligence used for its prompt execution ; the paper to be fur- 
: nished by me, and the work to be folded, cut, and substantially 
sewed, for twenty-five cents per one hundred pages for each 
copy, deducting from the above recited prices one-and-a-half 


er cent. 
i Witness my hand and sea], this 18th day of-December, 1839. 
[Signed J.' W. CRUGER, [r. s] 
~ Witness—Joseph Waples, 
H. H. Collier. 


DOCUMENT C. 
J. W. Cruger's Letter—Tth December, 1840. 


Austin, December 7th, 1840. 
To the Hon. Secretary of State: - 

Str:—In answer to your note of this date, relative to the 
printing of the laws of the Republic in the Castilian language, 
I will remark that about two hundred pages of said work have 
ozel completed, in accordance with, my contract, dated 18th 
December, 1839. 'The cause why said work has not previ- 

E 


often been compelled to remain idle several successive days for, 
want of the copy. 

The amount of promissory notes I have received for said 
work, will be found in your Department. I am unable to 
furnish the exact amount, as my accounts relating to this 
subject, are at Houston. You will recollect that the con- 

' tract was one-and-a-half per cents less than the bid of Major 
Whiting, in par funds, or its equivalent. The amount still 
due, is about two thousand dollars, par funds ;—the amount 
requisite for its completion, I shall be unable to ascertain, 
until the Translator shall furnish the remaining copy. Ithink, 
however, it will not exceed one thousand dollars, par tunds. 
This amount is to include folding, stitching, and all other 
expenses. In conclusion, I will remark, that if the work 
shall not exceed three hundred pages, and the copy should 

à be furnished in season, it may be completed in three weeks. 
Respectfully, &c., 
[Signed] J. W. CRUGER. 
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yusly been completed, is owing to the fact thatthe Translator | 
has been unable to furnish the copy, and my printers have 
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DOCUMENT D. 
Certificate relative to Translation of Laws. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


I certify, that having perused the translation of the first and. | 
second Declaration, the Plan and Constitution of Texas, I § 
nave observed that said translation is considerably defective; 
so much so, that it is difficult to comprehend the true mean- 

ig of some of the articles comprised therein. It is therefore, | 
^ * saeacsity that the requisite I 
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-. -de before! .. 
as public. 
vaca, September 28th, 1840. 
[Signed] FRANCISCO VIDAURRI, 
- y Villa Señor. 


A correct translation of the original Document herewith 
annexed. 
[Signed THOMAS G. WESTERN, 
Austin, October 27th, 1840. ste 


The foregoing is a correct copy of the original translation 
on file in this Department, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Chief Clerk. 


Department of State, 
December 7th, 1840. 


COMMUNICATION FROM STATE DEPARTMENT, 


Read Jan. 13th, 1841: a portion of accompanying docu- 
ments referred to Committee on Printing—part to Com- 
mittee on Finance. 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
January, 12th, 1841. 

Sır :—In accordance with the resolution of the Honorable 
House of Representatives, of the 11th inst., requesting the Se- 
eretary of State to furnish that House with the copy of the 
contract with Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell for printing the 
Laws and Journals of the Fourth Congress, together with a 
copy of their bond, etc.— 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to that honorable 
body, the copies therein requested. The Document marked 
A,is a copy of their proposition to.Congress, their contract , 
with the Secretary of State, and their bonds. Exhibit B, an 
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estimate of what it will cost to print the Relief Laws of the 
Fourth Congress. I would respectfully suggest to the Hon. 
House of Representatives, that I do not deem it necessary to 
have more than 500 copies of these laws printed, for in almost 
every instance where an act has been passed for individual 
relief, a copy has been furnished to the person for whose bene- 
fit such act was passed, by this Department. Exhibit 6, is a 
statement of the account of Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell, for 
printing the General Laws of the Fourth Congress, showing 
the balance now due to them on said work, accompanied by 
the opinion of the Attorney-General. Exhibit D, is an esti- 
mate of what it will cost to print the Journals of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of the Fourth Congress, 1n ac- 
cordance with the contract to print the Laws and Journals 
of the Fifth Congress. 

The reason why the Relief Laws were not printed previous 
to the meeting of the present Congress is, that the appropria- 
tion was exhausted ; consequently,the Seeretary of State would 
have been unable to have complied, on his part, with the con- 
tract; and the printers being informed of this fact, therefore, 
did not progress with the work. I am informed by Mr. Cru- 
ger, that so soon as an appropriation is made, he will imme- 
diately proceed to their publication; copies of all which are 
now in his possession in Houston. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
To the Hon. Davin S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


DOCUMENT A. 


To the Honorable the President of the Senate of the 
Republic of Texas. 
The undersigned hereby declare that they will agree to. 
print the Laws and Journals of the present Congress, for thirty 
per cent. less than the sum allowed to Mr. S. Whiting for 
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printing the Laws and Journals of the last Congress. They, 
also, will agree to print the said Laws and Journals in a good 
workman-like manner, and within as short a period of time after 
the adjournment of-this Congress, as the Laws and Journals of 
the last Congress were printed by Mr. Whiting. They will also 
give bond with good and approved security in the sum of ten 
or twenty thousand dollars, if required, that they will have a 
printing office in this city and a portion the of Laws published 
previous to the adjournment of Congress. 

They would respectfully state, that they have now a com- 
plete printing establishment in readiness to be brought to this 
city, and have been prevented from bringing it at an earlier 
i day, on account of the state of the roads, 1t will probably 
j arnve in a few days. 
| — They would further remark, that the reason why they can 
| afford to do the public printing cheaper than Mr. Whiting, is, 
| that they have a large Machine Power-Press, which diminishes, 
| in a great degree, the expense of the press-work,—all of which 
| they respectfully submit for the consideration of Congres. 
| — [Signed] P BONNELL & CRUGER, 

Per G. W. BoxwELL. 


REPUBLIC or Texas, 
County of Bastrop. 


| Know all men by these presents, that we, Crugcr & Bonnell, 

citizens of the Republic aforesaid, are held and firmly bound 
| unto Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic of Texas, 
' and his successors in office, in the sum often thousand dollars, 
| good and lawful money of said Republic, for the payment of 
| which well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, 
| executors and administrators, firmly by these presents, sealed 
| with our seals and dated this twelfth day of December, A. D. 
| one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 
said Cruger & Bonnell shall, according to the terms of an 
agreement made with the Secretary of State this day, have a 

printing-office in this eity and a portion of the Laws, referred 
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to in said contract, published before the adjournment of Con- 
gress, then this obligation to be null and void, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue. 
[Signed] CRUGER & BONNELL. 
- Per J. W. Cructr. 


REPUBLIC oF TEXAS, 
County of Travis. 


This Indenture, made and entered into at the city of Austin 
this eleventh day of February, 1840, between J. W. Cruger 
and G. W. Bonnell, on the one part, under the firm and style 
of Cruger & Bonnell, Public Printers, elected by Congress on 
the sixth December, 1839, to perform certain printing on terms 
hereinafter specified, and Abner S. Lipscomb, Secretary of 
State of said Republic, of the other part, witnesseth : 

That the parties of the first part hereby agree and contract 
to print the Laws and Journals of the Fourth Congress of the 
Republic aforesaid, for a price thirty per cent. less than the 
sum allowed to Mr. Samuel Whiting for printing the Laws 
and Journals of the Third Congress, of the same sized pages 
and type, in a good and workman-like manner; the work to 
be folded, cut and substantially stitched for twenty cents per 
one hundred pages for each copy, and the same to be furnish- 
ed to the Department of State in as short a time after the ad- 
journment of the Fourth Congress as the same kind of work 
was completed and furnished after the adjournment of the 
Third Congress. 

And the Secretary of State, the party of the second part, 
agrees to pay the said Cruger & Bonnell (in the Promissory 
Notes of the Republic) for the work, or any part thereof, when 
completed, oh the terms herein above set forth. 

Given under our hands and seals the day and date above 
written in duplicate. da 

[Signed] J. W. CRUGER & G. W. BONNELL. [r. s.] 

By Gro. W. BONNELL. 

[Signed] - ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. [r.. s.] 

Attest—Joseph Waples, Wm. Sevey. 


pup eevee shape OT 


Repusiic or Texas, 
County of Travis. 


Know all men by these presents, that we, J. W. Cruger 
and G. W. Bonnell, citizens of the Republic aforesaid, are 
held and firmly bound unto Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of 
the Republic of Texas, and his successors in office, in the sum 
of twenty thousand dollars, good and lawful money of said 


| Republic, for the payment of which, well and truly to be made, 
! we bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, and administrators, 
| firmly by these presents, sealed with our seals, and dated this 
|! eleventh day of February, A. D. 1840. 


The condition of the above obligation is such, that if the 


| said J. W. Cruger and G. W. Bonnell, Printers under the firm 
| and style of Cruger & Bonnell, shall aecording to the terms 
| of an agreement made and entered into with th' Secretary of 
| State, this day, print and deliver to the Departnient of State 
| the Lawsand Journals referred to, and at the same time stated 
| in said contract ; then this obligation to be null and void, 
| otherwise, to remain in full force and virtue. f 


As witness our hands and seals the day and date above 


| written. 

j [Signed] J. W. CRUGER. L. S. 

E GEO. W. BONNELL. fr. s. 
JAMES H. STARR, jr. a 


" Approved,— 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


» 
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i DOCUMENT B. 


1 


Estimate of what it will cost to print the 
Relief Laws of the Fourth Congress. Tt will 
make a book of about 9 forms (72 pages.)— 
9 forms at $25 per form, par funds, 2000 
copies, will amount to - 

Deduct 30 per cent, as per contract, - 


Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, 


es folding g and stitching, at 7 cents per 
vo - 
Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, 


Total, 
500 copies will amount to, in promissory 
notes, - - - - - - - 


$225,00 
67,50 


157,50 
6 


$945,00 


140,00 
6— 840,00 


$1785,00 


2446,95 


M 


DOCUMENT C. 


REPUBLIC or Texas, 
DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Ex f 


To Cruger §& Bonnell, Dr 
1840. 
Sept 17. For Printing 37 octavo forms 
of Laws of Ath Congress, at 
$25, par funds, per form, 
—¥2,000 copies, - - - - $925 00 
For folding and stitching the 
, same, at 10 cents per 100 
pages, in par funds, - - 580 00 


$1,505 00 
Credit. 
Sept. 17. By Treasury Notes received 
on account of the same, 
$2,495, equal to - - - 499 00 
By 30 per cent. discount, on 
$1,505 00, - - - - - 45150 
——— 950 50 
Balance in par funds, - - - - - - 855450 


Equal to, in the Promissory Notes, - - $3,327 00 
This balance, $3,327 00, is the amount now due Messrs. 
Cruger & Bennell, on account of the foregoing work, ac- 
cording to the construction of the contract by the Attorney- 
General. 
It will appear, as per wording of the contract, 
that the whole cost of printing the Laws, as above, 
including folding, stitching, Se, ane deducting 


30 per cent., is - - - $3,491 00 
Deduct amount paid, - -== -~ - ~ . 2495 00 
Which will show this balance, - -, - - - - $996 00. 


E 


FÉV eed 


42 


Cruger and Bonnel! rendered a bill for printing of the laws 
of last Congress at the 2d Auditor’s office for auditing. ‘The 
bill was approved by the Secretary of State, but after exami- 
nation at my office, { found, by the contract made with Cru- 
ger & Bonnell (to do the work 30 per cent. less than it was 
done by Major Whiting, for printing of laws of preceding 
Congress,) that it was much higher than Whiting’s. I rejected. 
it; and the Secretary of State, being also satisfied of its incor- 
rectness, withdrew his approval. The amount of money they 
have drawn on account of printing said: Laws, is, twenty-four 
hundred and ninety-five dollars, 

MUSGROVE EVANS, 
2d Auditor. 
Austin, January’ 10th, 1841. 


—À 


I have examined the propositions made by Messrs. Cruger 
& Bonnell respecting the printing for the Fourth Congress, 
and have also seen the contract entered into by them with the 
Secretary of State, founded upon those propositions, and am 
of the opinion.that the proper mode of estimating the price to 


be paid for work done under that contract 1s, to ascertain | 


what Major Whiting actually received in money for similar 
work, and deduct 30 per cent. therefrom. It is not the nomi- 
nal amount paid Mr. Whiting in the promissory notes of the 
Government which should be taken as the criterion for the 
amount to be paid in the same notes to Messrs. Cruger and 
Bonnell, because such is not the contract. 30 per cent. less 
than the price actually paid Mr. Whiting is what Messrs. C. 
& B. agree to take, and the question is, what did Mr. W. ac- 
tually receive ?—not what kind of funds it was paid in. If. 
Mr. W. were paid in the promissory notes of the Government, 
then the actual cash value of these notes at the time the pay- 
ment was made, is the sum paid him, and 30 per cent. less 
than that sum is what Messrs. Cruger & Bonnell are en- 
titfed to. 

‘A fair construction of the words in the contract, to be paid 
«in the promissory notes of the Republic," would not lead to 
the conclusion that those notes are to be received at any higher 


|| 


| 
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rate than their true value at the timethe payment is made, 
otherwise the evident intention of the parties to the contract 
might be defeated, as the notes, when the payment is made, 
may be so depreciated as to be nearly worthless; and, in that 
event, the Public Printers would receive nothing for their ma- 
terials and labor. Indeed, take the whole contract together, 
and its terms evidently imply that the sum actually paid Mr. 
W., less 20 per cent., should be paid Messrs. C. and B.; and 
although they are bound to receive the promissory notes in 
payment, yet they are only bound to receive them at their 
true value. i 


[Signed] JAMES WEBB. 
Attorney General. 


* 


DOCUMENT D. 


Supposed Estimate of what it will cost to print the Jour- 
nals of the two Houses of last Congress :— 


As nearly as can be estimated, the Journals 
of the House of Representatives will make a 
book of about 500 pages, which will cost, in- 
cluding folding, stitching, &c., $2 50 each 
book, per funds,  - - - - - $1,250 00 
. Equal to, in promissory notes, at 6 for 1, 6 


$7,500 00 


The Journals of the Senate will contain 


about 380 or 400 pages—say 400 pages— 
Amount carried forward. 


A4 


Amount brought forward, $7,500 00 
which will cost - ‘$2 00 each volume, par 
funds, - - $1,000 
Equal to, in promissory notes, 6 for one, §-—-6,000 00 


$13,500 00 


The foregoing estimate is for 500 copies each, of the Jour- 
nals of the House of Representatives and the Senate. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY: ` 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


» 


- A—a€— ee 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Oct. 15th, 1840. 


To His Excellency, Mirabeau B. Lamar: 

Sır :—~In making the Annual Report of this Department, 
the operation of the law of the last Congress, * defining the 
duties of the Officers of the Treasury Department” necessarily 
renders it at this time incomplete, as but seven months have 
elapsed since that law went into effect. This defect is occasion- 
ed principally by the alteration of the time at which several 
of the Bureaux have hitherto been required to make their An- 
nual Reports. But however inconvenient it may be at first, 
the beneficial effects of the system laid down by the above- 
-mentioned law, are sensibly felt, and will be more apparent 
when better understood. Where the method of transacting 
business has been altered from the former plan, system and 
regularity have, in many instances, taken the place of disorder 
and confusion ; and it is believed that the improvement will 
be evident from the accurate and detailed information which 
this department will, in due time, be enabled to give on sub- 


jects caming under its supervision. 
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Warrants countersigned by the 

First Auditor from October 1st, 

1839, to September 30th, 1840, $1,321,493 50 
Certificates, do. do. do. 7,008 41 


Heres 


$1,528,501 9L 


4 
Warrants countersigned by the 
Second Auditor : 


Civil,  - - : - $213,768 42 
Naval, -~ - » 243,607 48 
Contingent, - ` - 362,173 53 
Interest on promissory notes," 54,572 25 
Certificates, — - - - 14,389 25 


——-———— $888,510 93 


id 


Warrants countersigned by the Stock Com- 


missioner for interest on old funded debt, - $41,001 78 
"Tota Warrants and Certificates, $2,258,104 62 


The “ Certificates” included in the foregoing, were issued 
in accordance with the 12th section of the law above referred 
to. They are not redeemable at the Treasury, but receivable 
in payment of Government dues. 

‘The amount of Appropriations made by Con- 


gress for the present year is, - — . - $1,986,682 11 
Amount drawn on same since January 1st, 

1840, - - - - - - - 1,086,709 24 

Leaves undrawn, 2 $899,972 87 


"o wees 


en 


Of the appropriations of last year there has been drawn 
during the present $583,287 19. And there 1s remaining un- 
drawn of the same appropriations $223,940 58. 

The law above-tnentioned also requires the First and Se- 
cond Auditors to report their accounts with Disbursing Officers 
on the first Monday in December the same time, also, is fixed 
for the Commissioner of Revenue to render his Annual Re- 
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port. These Reports will, therefore, necessarily form the 
subject of a separate communication from this Department, 

The period for rendering these Reporis was so fixed, in 
order that time might be allowed these Bureaux to receive the 
returns from Accounting Officers and Collectors of Revenue 
to the end of the fiscal year, and thus enable them to make - 
their Reports more complete. 

T'he Report of the Commissioner of Revenue, which will 
be very voluminous, is in a forward state, and will give a 
more circumstantial and correct statement of the imports and 
exports and revenue from the different sources, than has ever 
before been shown. . 

The amount of the Funded Debt as reported by the Stock 
Commissioner is as follows : 

Audited drafts funded up to the ist 
of January, 1840, at which tune the 
books of the old fund were closed by 
law, - - - - - $57,151 68 

Land Scrip funded to same date 
132,800 acres, fer which certificates of 
stock have been issued as per law of ; 
May 18th, 1538, for, -  - . 66,0000 

Certificates of stock issued by order 
of Congress io Samuel Swartwout 


and others, ~ nooo a 13,948 32 
$837,500 00 


` Promissory notes funded under act 

of February 5th, 1840, in the ten per 
cent. fund previous to Ist July, 1840, $741,369 00 

Audited drafts, do. do. do. to 30th 
September, 1840, - : - 38,200 00 


agit Le, Sa des Arta 


779,569 00 
$1,017,069 00 - 


Total Funded Debt up io 30th 
September, 1840,  - - = 


‘Po the total of the new fund is to be added the amount of 
mterest due on the promissory notes of+the old issue, which 
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have been funded, but have not yet passed the Auditor's Office. 
It will not materially increase the above amount. 
The amount of interest on the new fund, payable during 
the succeeding year in gold or silver, is as follows—to wit: 
Amount of interest on promissory notes, ten 


per cent. fund, due 15th December, 1840, $37,068 45 
Amount do., on audited drafts, ten per cent. 
fund, due 1st March, 1841, - ~- - 1,910 00 
Amount do. on promissory notes, ten per 
cent, fund, due 15th June, 1841, - - 37,068 45 
‘Amount do. on audited drafts, ten per cent. 
fund, due Ist September, 1841, - - 1,910 00 
Total - =~ - - $77,956 90 


The amount of eight per cent. bonds, issued in accordance 
with an act of Congress, approved February 5th, 1840, * Cre- 
ating funds for the support of Government for the year 1840," 
is $100,000 00, the interest on which payable in gold or silver, 
in equal instalments, on the 1st day of July, 1841, and the 1st 
day of January, 1842, will be $8,000 00. 

By the words of the law, the interest on these bonds accrues 
from ist day of January, 1841. The probability is, that the 
amount of this fund, $1,500,000,00, will not be all issued 
before the expiration of at least one year. The consequence 
will be that the Government will have to pay interest on them 
from the Ist day of January, 1841, to such time as they are 
issued, whether that period be long or short. For instance, 
if a certain sum in these bonds should be paid out of the 
Treasury on the last day of December, 1841, the holder can 
on the next day demand one year’s interest on them, when 
in fact the Government has had the use of them but one day. 
Some legislative action seems absolutely necessary to remedy 
this evil. Several methods of rectifymg it have suggested 
themselves, but none without some objections ; and from the 
evident failure of these bonds to effect the object intended, the 
expediency of a further issue of them is seriously to be doubt- 
ed. 

By the seventh, eighth and ninth sections of the law of last 
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Assessors of the several counties are dependent on the County 
Courts for their lists of taxable land. The registers of the 
old titled lands are furnished by the County Recorders, so far 
as they have been recorded, and those of the new surveys by 
the County Surveyors,from ‘which registers, and the inventories 
received from individuals, the Assessor makes his list of taxable 
land. But in many instances the titles to large tracts of valua- 
ble land have neither been recorded, nor has it been given in 
by the individuals owning 1t ; consequently the Assessor has 
had no authority for including it in his list, and the Govern- 
ment has been deprived of the revenue justly due fromit. The 
|j action of Congress will be necessary to prevent a continuance 
| of this evil. 

i By a Joint Resolution, approved January 5th, 1840, the 
| Secretary of the Treasury was required to demand of A. Hus- 
| ton, late Quarter-Master-General, a settlement of his accounts. 
This settlement was accordingly demanded and refused ; and 
a suit could not be instituted, as the Resolution required, on 
| account of the abstraction of the vouchers belonging to said 
accounts. 

In accordance with the act “to authorize the erection of 
Government Buildings” approved January 28th, 1840, plans 
| and specifications for a fire-proof building were made out and 
| published ; but in consequence of the inadequate appropria- 

tion, no proposals were received for the erection of a building 
| suitable for the purposes thtended. 
| I have thus given a short statement of the affairs of this 
Department from the data now before me. The Treasurers 
report of receipts and disbursements, and other information 
| relative thereto, will be furnished in time to lay before Con- 
| gress at their meeting, which, together with that of the Com- 
| missioner of Revenue, will complete the regular report of this 
| Department. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM SEVEY, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


E Gases “to raise a public revenue by direct taxation,” the 
| 
# 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE ANNUAL REPORT. 


———— 


SraTEMENT of the Financial Accounts of the Treasury 
Department. 


The Disbursements of the year ending 
September 30th, 1840, including in- 
terest paid on Funded Debt, as also 
the interest in the redemption of old’ 
Treasury Notes, bearing interest, are $2,174,802 74 


Of this sum, one million nine hundred and thirty-two thou- 
sand and twenty dollars and ninety-six cents, was in the pro- 
missory notes of the Government; and two hundred and forty 
two thousand seven hundred and eighty-one dollars and seven- 
ty-eight cents in funds received from Messrs. Jas, Hamilton 
and A. T. Burnley, Commissioners appointed to negotiate a 
Loa» of Five Million of Dollars. 


‘tne Revenue collected and paid into the Treasury, up to 
September, 1840, amounts to the following, viz:— e 


From customs, - = $427,013 28 
Land dues, taxes and licenses, 292,929 31 
Galveston and Austin Lots, :182,839 42 
Dues on Patents, - — - - 180 00 
Fines and Forfeitures, - - 90 00--$903,052 01 


To this should be added the fol- 

lowiaz, viz:—Amount in the 

hands of Collectors of Cus- 

toms, as per returns, up to 

30th June, 1840, including 

balance due from 1839, $188,858 18 
Do. in hands of Receivers of 

Land dues, and due on assess- 


Amount carried over, $185,853 13 
? 
s 


P IP i 
à 53 


Anrnt bro't forward, $188,853 13 
ment of Direct T'axes, as per 
their returns, - - 284,330 53 
Probable amount received by 
Collectors of Customs, for 
Quarter ending September — 
30th, 1840, - =~ 30,000 00 
Do. in the hands of Receivers of 
Land Dues, and Collectors of 
Direct 'l'axes, in counties from " 
which no Returns have been 
received, - - : 80,000 00-—-$583,183 66 - 


The total Revenue collected, 
from the organization of the 
Government, up to September 
30th, 1849,15.  - ~ -~ $1,486,235 67 


——— 


OF THE PUBLIC DEBT. 


The present Liabilities of the Government, of which there 
is any evidence in this Department, may be comprised under 
the following heads, viz :— 


FIRST—PROMISSORY NOTES. 


The amount deposited with the 

Treasurer, up to epee 

30th, 1839, - - $2,734,149 00 
Amount received previous to Sep- 

tember 30th, 1839, by the Trea- * 

surer, after having been receiv- E 

ed in revenue, - = 50,244 59 
Amount reissued up to eepiemet 

30th, 1840, 272,198 25 
Amount deposited with the , Trea- 

surer, from October 1st, 1839, 

to September 30th, 1840, - i 1,832,020 00 


Amount carried over. $ 4,897,611 84 


54 
Am'nt bro't forward, $4,897,611 84 


SECOND—CHANGK NOTES. 


Amount deposited with the Trea- 
surer, up fo 30th ee 
1840, - > - $26,600 00 


THIRD—GOVERNMENT EIGHT PER CENT. BONDS. 


Amount deposited with the 'T'rea- 
surer, up to 30th September, 
1840, - ~ oe 100,000 00 


$5,024,211 84 
From which is to be deducted 
the amount in Treasury unex- 
pended, - - j $19,414,00 
Amount redeemed in collection 
of the Revenue, and paid. into 
the 'T'reasury, to 30th Septem- 
ber, 1840, — - - 236,665 42 
Amount of old bills redeemed up 
to September 30th, 1840, 738,801 00 
Amount funded under Act of 
5th February, 1840, in the 10 
per cent. fund previous to the 
Ist July, 1840, -  - 741,369 00—1,730,249 42 


$3,287,962 42 


From this,however, must be made 

the following deduétions : — 
1st.— Thé amounts in the hands 

of Collectors of Customs, and 

due on Bonds for Duties, to 

June 30th, 1840, - - $188,853 13 
2d.—Probable amount collected a 

for Quarter ending 30th Sep- 

tember, 1840; ~ a 30,000 00 
3d.—Amountin hands of Receiv- 


Amount carried over, $218,853 13 
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Annt bro't forward, $218,853 13 


ers of Land Dues, and Collec- 
tors of Revenue from Licenses 
as per Returns, - - 
4th.—In the hands of Collectors of 
Direct 'l'axes, and balance due 
on assessments, (268,297 36) 
estimated to be in Promis- 


16,033 17 


sory Notes,, -  - 153,087 50—387,973 80 


Showing the probable amount in 
circulation, 30th Sept., 1840, 


M 


— 


———— MÀ— 


$2,899,988 62 


: AUDITED DRAFTS AND INTEREST. 
Drafts executed by Ist Auditor, to 30th Sept. 1839, $2,264,904 22° 


Do. 30th 
Do. i 2d « 30th 
Do. “u (o au 30th 

Interest on Promissory Notes, 30th 
Do. “ uo u 30th 
Do. « Funded Debt, 30th 


Warrants drawn by Stock Conr. 30th 


Of this debt, there was paid by 
the Treasurer, previous to 


1840, 1,328, BOL 91 


1889, 1,211,712 75 
1840, 833,938 68 
1839, 4117260 
1840, 57,966 65 
1839, 78,233 00 
1840, 41,091 78 


$5,856,821 59 


September 30th, 1839, — $2,376,577 97 


Do. during the year ending Sep- 


tember 30th, 1840, 2,174,802 74 


Invested in the 10 per cent. 


Stock Fund to same date, 795,351 68 


Amount paid into Treasury in col- 
leetion of Direct Taxes, Land 


dues, and Licenses, 219,767 53 


tds tapete 


Amount carried over, $5,566,499 92-85,856,821 59 


56 


Am'nt bro't forward, $5,566,499 72-$5,856,821 59 
In the hands of collectors of di- ; 
rect taxes, and balance due 
"on assessments ($268,297 36,) 
estimated to be, in Audited 
Drafts, - - - 115,209 86 
Probable amount received in 
payment of taxes in ten coun- 
ties, from which no returns 
have been received, - 60,000 00 
Amount paid into the Treasury 
in collection of Austin City 


Lots, - - - - 101,879 66 
Amount paid into the sury 
in Gollection of Revenue from 
Customs,  - - - 13,232 15-$5,856,821 59 


t À— — 


FUNDED DEBT. 


Audited Drafts funded to 30th 

September, 1840,  - 795,351 68 
Promissory Notes funded in the 

10 per cent. fund, previous to 

ist July, 1840, as per Act of 

Congress, 5th February, 1840, 741,369 00 
Land Scrip funded to 30th Sep- 

tember, 1840, - - 66,400 00 
Stock Certificates issued by Act 

of Congress to Samuel Swart- 

wout and others, - 13,948 32—1,617,069 00 


ME Rd geen ten t a ra t I 1 puina 
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FIVE MILLION LOAN. 


Amount received from Messrs. 
James Hamilton and A. T. 
Burnley, Commissioners ap- 
pointed to negotiate a Loan ——- 
of Five Millions of Dollars, 
up to September 30th, 1840,$305,261 GO—8305,261 00 


— M À— 


RECAPITULATION. 
Balance Promissory Notes, Go- 
vernment 8 per cent. Bonds, 
and Change. Notes, unre- 


deemed, - - $2,899,988 62 
Funded Debt, - - ‘. . 1,617,069 00 
Five Million Loan, -  - 805,261 00 

E $4,822,318 62 
WM. SEVEY, 


Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 


! 
Austin, October 15th, 1940. ( 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditors Office, 
Austin, October ist, ae 
To Wm. SEvnv, Esq. 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury : 


S1Qn:—ln accordance with an Act of Congress, “Defining 
he duties of the Officers of the Treasury Department," ap- 
roved 5th February, 1840, 1 have the honor to report to you 
he amount of Warrants drawn on the several cppropriations, 

H 
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as well as the amount of Audited Certificates issued from this 
Office, from the 1st of October, 1839, to the 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1840, inclusive. 

From the several appropriations for the Army for the above 
period, there has been drawn by the several Disbursing 
Bureaus of the War Department, Warrants amounting to 
one million two hundred and twenty-four thonsand six hun- 
dred and seventy-two dollars three cents, (1,224,672 03). 
F'or military services heretofore rendered, the sum of seventy- 
seven thousand five hundred and one dollars fifty cents; six- 
teen thousand one hundred and twelve dollars seventy-two 
cents of which has been drawn on the appropriation autho- 
rized by an Actof Congress of the 14th January, 1840, ** For 
the payment of persons for military services heretofore ren- 
dered.” The remaining sixty-one thousand three hundred 
and eighty-eight dollars eighty-eight cents, was issued in the 
shape of old military drafts, which, if transferred by the ori- 
ginal holder, could not be paid at the Treasury. For the 
payment of special appropriations authorized by last Congress, 
there has been drawn the sum of three thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-one dollars ($3,931). For the removal of the 
Shawnee Indians, the sum of sixteen thousand and nine dol- 
lars and seventy-one cents ($16,009 71). One thousand 
and nine dollars seventy-one cents of which was paid out of 
the Contingent Executive Fund, the remainder out of the 
appropriation made by Congress for that purpose; and six 
thousand three hundred and eighty-seven dollars sixty-seven 
cents Audited Certificates, not redeemable at the 'Treasu- 
ry, ($6,387 67);—making in all the sum of one million, 
three hundred and twenty-eight thousand five hundred and 
one dollars and ninety-one cents. 

How far the amount drawn by many of the subordinate 
disbursing officers of the army will be accounted for, I am 
unable to say, as but few of them have made their returns to 
this office, although frequently solicited by me. The Quarter- 
Master-General, Commissary-General of Subsistence and Pur- 
chases and the Adjutant and Pay-Master-General, have made 
their regular returns, and such credits as they were entitled 
to receive placed to their respective accounts. The returns 
of those officers, for the Quarter ending 30th September, 1840, 
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are now undergoing the necessary investigation, and when 
completed, I will report upon the various accounts of Disburs- 
ing Officers, and how far they have accounted for the public 
funds placed in their hands for disbursement. Referring you 
to my Statistical Report herewith accompanying, for the par- 
ticular amounts drawn from the several appropriations, ~~ - 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
‘Your most obedient servant, - 


CHARLES MASON. . 


(See Table.) 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditor's Office, 
December 15th, 1840. 


Srn:—In accordance with the 3d section of an act defining 
the duties of the officers of the "Treasury Department, approved 
5th February, 1840, 1 have the honor to transmit you my 
Annual Report, herewith accompanying, and, at the same 
time, beg leave to call your attention to the accounts of Col. 


E. Morehouse, late Adjutant-General, the amount of which . 


was paid over by that officer to Capt. G. W. Morgan, who has 
a credit on my books for the amount, while there is no charge 
against him, owing to the receipts in favor of Col. E. Morehouse 
having been lost or mislaid, which receipts were at one time in 
my possession while I was' attached to the War Department; 
but, as my having a knowledge of that matter, was not suffi- 
cient to admit of a credit being placed to his account, E felt 
bound to report it. 

{ would also call your attention to the accounts of Major 
James Riley, as.I have withheld any proceedings relating to 
the balance due by him, in accordance with orders of the 
Treasury Department; and, at the same time, iefer you to 
the accompanying communication from His Excellency the 
President, and the amount of $2,081 reported as a ba- 


6J 


lance against Messrs. Thomas J. Rusk and J. S. Mayfield, 
‘Commissioners for the removal of the Shawnees, as it appears 
to have been for scattered property included in the valuation 
by those appointed for that purpose, which, as stated to me by 
several persons, has never been in their possession. It is cer- 
tain they were not the proper receiving cfiicers. 4 

I am aware of the necessity, but find it impracticable, to 
report the amount expended on account of the appropriations.| 
The accounts of the subordinate disbursing officers not yet 
having been returnec, consequently making it out of my 
pewer to know for what purpose the amounts placed in their 
hands have been expended, or what balance may be on hand. 

During the last summer the Hon. James H. Starr, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, transferred from the Department 
proper, to the office of the First Auditor, the accounts of Thos. 
Toby & Brothers, and Messrs. Hall & Bryan, Agents of this 
Government in the United States, which have remained un- 
examined, Many of these accounts are Naval and. Civil 
Claims, and, as such, the First Auditor felt unauthorized to 
settle that portion of them. I therefore respectfully recom- 
mend that they be referred to Congress for settlement, as many 
of the vouchers are such as could not be passed, without a 
special enactment by that body authorising it. 

lam, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
CHARLES MASON, 
First Auditor. 
To Ww. Sever, Esq., ; 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


- 
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| Appropr iations— Pay Department 


No 91 
Forage. 


$46,590 


20,000 00 


———H—H 


No 92. 


Stabonary. 


No 80 No 81. No 89 
No 79 No 82 
` Pay of First | Pay of First Supplies for No 90. 
D ATE aa Regiment of| Regiment of m Gene Rusk’s Fuel 
: Infantry Cavahy $ 1005 command. 
Am t Approprraéions,| $37,522 00 | $198,690 00| $56,851 00 | 353,600 00 $50,000 $25,000 
|, October, 1839, B 
|j November, i 
; December, s 
January, 1840, 
February, i 5 238 00 14,664 60 726 00 
March, x 
Apul, - 
| ay, M f 7,000 00 
P i 968 80 | 27,290 00 181 20 20,000 00 | 10,000 00 
|, July, 
| Augus, « 29.862 00 30,000 00 
| September, S 10,000 00 i 
l Tolal,- > = + + $6,206 80 | $64,816 60 | #10,000 00 $907 20 | $40,000 00 | $117,000 00 | $20,000 00 
| $31,315 20 [$133,873 40 | $46,851 00 | $2,692 80 || $10,000 00 


SIN LAT 


TOROS SE 


—— À — — ———À— — — M N 


FS RR s tv MARE ETUR Tct ES SIA MAN e mre a ter rd 


Tot Re oM m o neoe nanos aaaea aaan aaae ma a T A 


$8,000 00 | $26,520 00 | 312,000 00 


prior to 1840} tofore ren'd, | & 114 &1 


804 99 
3,957 49 
5,337 00 
3,151 53 
1,097 14 
1,542 71 

991 86 


$16,112 72 |$5610,912 01 


DATE D ye lc cum UAE QU gy Rete 
Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount Amount 
drawn by | drawn by | drawn by drawn by | drawn by | diawn for 
Pay-Depart- |Com -Gen of |Com.-Gen of Quarter-Mas-| Secretary of Contingen- [services ren'd'services here-|million ap 
ment Subsistence | Purchases |ter-General War. cies 
October, 1839, || 36,395 00 5,000 00 | 30,000 00| 98,638 39 240 Q0 
November, s 234 00 15,478 00 563 80 
ecember, i 12,397 00 6,689 28 36,500 00 | 10,000 00 
anuary, 1840, || 990,563 94 | 90,474 37 45,000 00 . 
February E 15,000 00| 6,500 00 10,000 06 
March, t 
|| April, $ 
ay, tt . 
un i 4,359 21 
j| July, « ! 
j| August, » d adea 
September, d \ 
Total, - - - - -|$984519 94 $33,663 65 | $5,000 00 ($136,978 00 |$108,638 39 $803 80 | $25,196 21 
} 


— M — 


$2,000 


Milon Appropriation ; including Appropriations, No 111, for Militaru Serivces heretofore rendered, and No 129, for the 
Protection of the Frontier, both authorized to be pard out of the Million Appropriation by Acts of Congress of Jan 1A, 1840. 


App'nNo 129,App’nNo 114 Total am’t 
For Mihtary| For Military {drawn out of 


nn 


170,203 39 
16,275 80 
65,586 28 

286,037 61 
31,500 00 

804 99 
3,957 49 
5,331 00 


RAS 


| 


4 


[TABLE A] 


Statement of Certificates and Warrants, issued by the First Auditor, from the Lst October, 1839, to 30th September, 1840, showing the 


49,127 00 


VOLSD Cte ct E 
——— 


nodos 
MERET. 
Sas fo Om " . 
fa aSo NN Special Appropriations. 
MEE IS 
Ag oe S 
ds8258l-———--————L—-——- — 
Qr. EO 
Ame Dall No. 116 No. 124 No. 197. | No. 144, 
43 O° 9 + Stuart Perry; Hemy W. |G W. Hock-/Martin Pow- 
E Eg ao P approved, | Augustin, |ley, approveders, approved 
As Sasa] Feb 5,1840 | Feb. 5,1840, | Feb. 5, 1840. | Feb. 5, 1840, 

13,449 20 

4,633 91 

21,523 90 

12,540 13 

9941 "4 1,400 00 

1,000 00 
i 531 50 
1,000 00 

461,288 88 | $1,400 00 | $1,000 00 | 4531 50 | 451,000 00 


» 


Undrawn Balances of the several Appropriations, for 1840, to the same date. 


a == ee ——— a “It Subsistence i "t. Miscellaneous. 
Appropriations— Quarter- Master - General's Department, Department. POM m [ap c MEM CRANE! Cen 
No. 87. ertificates 
No. 95 No. 111. : No. , No. 75. 
ing No. 97. No. 99, No. 100. 30,000 Ap- || No. 102. No. 86. | Contingent | Contingent payable out 
r de No 91. M rd aici M UE Cám Ae = Horses for | Mules for rn UMSO Subsistence || Bounty for | Expenses,— Pus EN nne ofno Appro- 
Pasporta- | Contingent, | Horses an 949 er land Garrison|, CA VAY twelve com-| twenty-five Instrence, | Gen. Rusk's|| for Army. | "8i Men. | Recruating Fund, 1839. ' | priations. 
mets eag for 494 men. Equipage. Equipments. panies, | Waggons. | 9 ' | command. service. , E 
o * ERNST d 
ELON OATES LA ERR e] NARNIA. Re ESISTENTE —————-— $15,000 
$570,000 $891,000 $10,000 | $60,470 54 | — $8,127 430,382 | $67,200 00 | $10,000 00 | — $5000 00 | $30,000 ^ $219,150 47 MESPD i E uu i] 
1,141 00 
a 30,000 00 || 10,900 00 1| 13,859 00 "2 00 
20,000 00 i 8,000 00 NE 5,802 31 || 
[4 ? 
,, 615 45 20,000 00 20'000 00 rents 
30,000 00 | 10,000 00 20,000 00 65/000 00 829 00 2 
20,000 00 8000 0b O57 50 
20,000 00 10,382 00| 20,000 00 | .. 37000 00 | 2885 00 24 00 | 
11,000 00 | 10,000 00 10,000 00 7,00 quad 
' 20,000 00 15,000 00 375 40 80 || 
19,855 09 20,000 00 zm 00 ee ee gaia | 
Se NN DNUS MSIE ETRURIAE. Serm ad Aan ia IRE RA a I aaan Anr Aaaa Ane: 09 71 | $1 | 
$70,000 00 | 23,000 00 | $10,000 00 | $60,470 54 30,382 on $60,000 00 | $10,000 00 | | $30,000 00 [$75,000 00 || $8,260 00) $89 00 | #00) 7i | Se 
cee cated sea E Bee ay 828,150 47 | g19,260 00 | $34,451 00 


RECAPITULATION. 


5,000 00 | 


Amount drawn by Commissary-General of Purchases, E > S 391,646 05 |} 


Pay Department, including the amount drawn from Million Appropriation and No. 129, - = W 


MÀ e(t 


——— — Quarter-Master’s Department, including the amount drawn from Million Appropriation and Appropria- 505.830 54 || 

tions for General T. J, Rusk’s Command and others,  - = wo me n AM CES 3 i * . e" o0g 663 65 li 
Amount drawn by Subsistence Drpartment, including amount drawn from Million Appropriation, - + ~ 4089 00 | 
—— -——- Adjutant-General’s Department, =- = -  . - - - = = s, xe do ME Pee 'ao3 80 | 
a, out of Million Appropriation, for Contingent Expenses of the year 1839, * | 


————— Contingent Executive Fund for 1839, to meet the Expense of the - Removal of the Shawnees, - - 


—————— by War Department, -  - - - - - . f . 
from Appropriation, No. 75, for the Removal of the Shawnees, - = - - “* s - 
MÀ No. 114, for Military Services heretofore rendered, - — - = | ~ 
——-—— No. 116, for the Relief of Stuart Perry, approved 8th February, 1840, -  - — - 
— No. 124, for the Relief of Henry W. Augustin, approved 5th February, 1840, 
—— — -—— No. 127, for the Relief of George W, Hockley, approved 5th February, 1840, - 
FEUCEVN No. 144, for the Relief of Martin Powers, approved 5th February, 1840, - i 4 
—— ———— on Treasurer, and subject to be paid out of Million Appropriation, by Act of Congress, approved Jan. 14, 40. 
«——- of Certificates issued and payable out of no Appropiation, 4. ^ - - - - - - - * - 


- * - - - 


n 


-"- - - 


Li 
i 


1,328,501 91 


Total amount issued from the Ist of October, 1829, to the 30th of September, 1840, - =- = = 2 “o = c * 


H Ve RR 


Ax, 


\ 


Ain't. bro't. forward, $227,976 26 | cated by him in New-Orleans, on account of Subsistence 
| Department. 

[ Of this amount, $842 00 was received by him from 

: | Lieut.-Col. William S. Fisher, commanding recruiting 

station, for reeruiting purposes, on the 14th Feb. 1839. 


-— 


. Clendenen, A. ) 


Captain, \ 851 lé No vouchers returned; and $9 50 on aecount of Ord- 
| nance Department. Notified. Stoppage ordered for 
“| $9 50. 
Chevallie, M. A. 9 50 Ordnance Department, August 19th, 1840. Stop- 
Lieutenant, page ordered. 
( | Received from Treasury per order Maj.-Gen. Thomas 


| J. Rusk, as per letter of Treasurer, dated the 4th March, 

Douglass, K. H. 10.000 00 | 1840, which amount was paid to Maj. Mayfield, the 5th 
Brigadier-General, ? 4 November, 1838, then Aid-de-camp to -Gen. Douglass. 
| Written to on the subject. No answer. Reported to 


c9 


| Comptroller. 
Ellison, Samuel, 9 50 Ordnance Department, September, 1640. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, ordered. 
Balance, of $5,052, received from Charles Mason, late 
| Chief Clerk of the War Department, and drawn by him 


| Late Lt. Col. 1st Inft. $3,350 received from the Pay-Master-General, for the 
| | payment of Bounty to 1st Infantry. Reported to the 
> { Comptroller. 


Goodall, James, 86 50 On aecount of Ordnance Department. August and 
Captain ; | September, 1840. Stoppage ordered. : 


Fisher, William S. 1.092 m from the Treasury, for recruiting purposes; and of 
1 


: ( Ofthis amount, $628 23 was received by him on ac- 


Gillen, B. Y. 637 73) Count of pay while on recruiting service in New-Orleans, 
Captain Infantry, í } and $9 50 from the Ordnance Department. Stoppage 
{ ordered. . 
Balance of $500 00 received from Maj. P. S. Wyatt, 
commanding recruiting station; and $21 5U to Ordnance 
Holliday, John, f 231 50 Department, the whole of which amount has been or- 
Captain, | dered to be stopped from his pay. Reported to Comp- 
| troller. * ; 
p mE T: ? 6 50 | zl p August 19th, 1840. Stop- 
ajor, : 
Howaxd, John C. 9 50) Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieut. Texas Arm ordered. BE. 
klev. G d Balance unaccounted for by him up to the 30th Sep- 
pos Ord s E 8,882 47 ) tember, 1840 ; $3,293 50 of which is on account of sus- 
bé dE pended vouchers, they being informal. 
Hornsby C. C, Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, 25090 ordered. E 
Jones, E. S. 9 50 Ordnance Department: September 23d, 1840. Stop- 
Lieutenant, page ordered. - 
k ~ {ù Received from the Treasury of the Republic in ac- 


Willi j | cordance with an act of Congress, approved the 16th 

Z J Pay-Ma ster Militia | 20,000 Ly November, 1838. No vouchers returned. Notified 14th 
E , § 20000 QU f : 

Amt, carried over, $269,644 69 | P 1840. Noanswerreceived. Reported to Comp 


© 


* 


Awt. bro't. forward, $269,644 69 
Jourdan, Samuel W. 16 75 
Late Capt. Ist. inft. 


January, James B. P. 


Being a balance of $5,537 50, received from the Trea- 
sury on the 13th May, 1839, for paying the troops on 
the Colorado. Reported to Comptroller. 

Sixty dollars of which is an unaccounted for balance 


Cantal 81 50 2 of $1,620 00 on account of Bounty Money, and $21 50 

PEREN, on account of Ordnance Department. Stoppage ordered. 

Jackson, A. A. M. Balance occasioned by rejected vouchers on account 

Colet Cust Galv'ton. 36 | of disbursement of $615 58, Quarter-Masters Depart- 

ment. Vouchers returned. No answer. 

Johnson, Thomas, 91 50 Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840.  Stoppage 
Lieutenant, ordered. 

Lewis, Daniel, 14 50 | Ordnance Department, August 19th, 1840. Stop- 


Lieutenant, page ordered. 


Draft in his favor, on account of Subsistence Depart- 
s 5,000 00 ) ment, 23d June, 1840. No return. Notified : no ans- 
Late Actg. Con Gen: | wer Reported to Comptroller. 
This is for amount ot order on G. W. Poe, Pay-Master- 
200 00 | General, which draft was audited in favor of the as- 
1 signee, and charged to his account, 3d September, 1840, 
| and Maj. Lawrence reported to Comptroller. 
1153 50 o$ Balance due on settlement, September, 1840, on re- 
) 
eruiting accounts. 


Lawrence, William, 
Late Qr. M?tr.'Tex.Ar 


McLeod, Hugh, 
Adjutant-General, 
Morgan, J. C. 
Lieutenant, 
Morehouse, E. 
Late Adj. General, 


9 50 Ordnance Department, September 3, 1840. ` Stoppage 
ordered. 

This amount was drawn from the Treasury for re- 

eruiting purposes and transferred by him to Capt. Mor- 


| 
| 
5 
| 
Landers, H b 
5 


F9 


| 800, 2 TEGED : 

favor of Col. Morehouse, which amount has passed to 
the credit of Capt. Morgan, while there is no charge 
against him. " 

Of this amount $2,000 was received from Col. Wil- 
liam G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, on the second of 
May, 1839, and $21 50 on account of Ordnance Depart- 
ment. Of this amount, there appears to have been paid 
Morran, Martin, ? to the Quarter-Master’s Department, $128, and stoppage 

Act. Ass’t Qr.-Mas’r 2,021 50) ordered atthe Pay Department by the Quarter-Master- 
ist Infantry, ( , | General; $533 15 which has not been entered to his 


credit, as the proper vouchers have not been returned to . 


this office. His vouchers for the disbursement of the 
$2,000, received from the Quarter-Master’s Department, 
were lately returned, not being such as the law requires. 

Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. Steppage 
ordered. 


Martin, J. B. 

Lieutenant, 
Neighbors, R. S. 9 of Ordnance Department, September 3d, 1840. Stop- 
Capt. & Act. Qr.-Mr. ) page ordered. 


Ogden, Duncan C. 21 50) Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. 


Captain, 

Ratcliff, Ei. S. Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
ordered. à 

Reily, James, 482 00 Balance unaccounted for of a $4,000 draft on the 

Late Indian Com’r —__——— | office of the City Bank of New-Orleans at Natchitoches, 

Awt, carried over, $279,259 39 | intended for the removal of the Shawnee Indians. Not 


Lieutenant, 


ceps are on me in this Office, but notim — 


* 


> 


: : f notified of his indebtedness in accordance with an order 
i | Amt bro't forward, $279,259 39 | of the Treasury Department of the 7th March, 1840; 
and the First Auditor supposing that the Government 
| was indebted to Maj. Reily in an equal amount, such 
| order being issued. 
Roberts, R. H. " 21 50 } Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, ordered. 
Rusk, T. J., and J. S. Balance due on a settlement, 10th March, 1840, being 
Mayfield, Com’r. for 2,081 00 4 the valuation of property reported, and unaccounted for 
by them. Reported to Comptroller. ` 
f Of this amount $400 00 was received by him from 
Capt. Morgan, for recruiting purposes, the 4th February, 
1839, and $300 from Lieut, Col. William S. Fisher, also 
700 00. for recruiting purposes in 1839. The returns establish- 
ing íhe indebtedness of Capt. Redd, did not come in 
| early enough to admit of stoppage being ordered. Re- 
E ; 


removal Shawnee In. 


. Redd, William D. ? 
Late Captain, $ 


99 


ported to Comptroller. 
This amount is a balance on account of public pro- 
perty placed by said committee in the hands of Captain 


Rusk, ‘Thos. J., Wm. pens | G. R. Black and his company, and to be accounted for 


Hart, & E. B. Noble 


; by said commit in accordance with a Joint Resolu- 
Committee, &c., y said committee, i 


tion of Congress, approved 5th February, 1840. Noti- 
| fied. No answer. Reported to Comptroller. 
Revis, J. B. 9 gof Ordnance Department, September, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, ` ) ordered, 


s i Balance to be accounted for on settlement, up to 30th i 


September, 1840; the majority of which being for pay- 


E d 7 31,235 00 | ment made Militia and Volunteers during the present 
ay- ) year, for the payment of which there was no appropria- 
tion made by last Congress. 
"e ze iut 9 50 or ogre’ Depariment, August 21st, 1840. Stoppage 
ieutena 
Received for recruiting puposes in 1839. Recruitin 
SEerretis M. B. ? 1,700 00 2 accounts returned for S1080! but no vouchers. Not 
pram, fied. Reported to Comptroller. 
Stoehr, C. 9 50 Ordnanee Department, September, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, 9 ordered. 
Sevey, T. 21 50 Ordnance Department, August 6th, 1840. Stoppage 
Liuetenant, at ordered, 
Snively, J Balance on settlement, 30th September, 1840. Of this 
Pay-Master-General, 22,752 00 being S vouchers, Pr $11,082, 32 are suspended, not 
f This amount was received from the Collector of Cus- 
| toms at San Augustine, in accordance with an act of 


Thomas, I. D. / 10,000 00; Congress, approved 7th November, 1838. A report of 
Quarter-Master. l | his disbursement was made in November, 1839, and sus- 
pended: he being notifed. Since returned, but have 


| 
| not yet been investigated. 
Thompson, E. A. | Ordnance Department, August 9th, 1840. Stoppage 
Lieutenant, 1 50] ordered. 
Weihl, J. M. Amount received from Capt. Gillen while on recruit- - 
Claptain, —— 20) ing service in New-Orleans in 1840. Stoppage ordered. 
Am't carried over, xm 826 39 


Arot bro't forward, $ 339,826 39( Amount Received from the Secretary of War by draft 
Watrouse, N. H. 5.000 00 5 9? the Merchants Bank, New-Orleans. Absent in the 
Act'g Com’y Purch., ; United States.—No returns. 
This amount was received by Col. Wells, during the 
year 1839 and 1840, while absent in the United States, 
mE under orders of the Government. Stoppage ordered. 


Reported to Comptroller. 
$255,347 93 CHARLES MASON, 
Pirst Auditor. 


Wells, Lysander, dec. 2 | 
late Col, Cavalry, : 343 62 


First Auditor's Office, 
December 15th, 1840. 


Norz.—Since this Report was handed to Congress, a Resolution has been passed, legalizing 
the acts of the Quarter-Master and. Commissary-General, for disbursements made contrary to 
law; and also authorizing the Auditor and Comptroller to settle their accounts as far as they 


consider them equitable. 
CHARLES MASON, 
April 19th, 1640. Auditor. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, | 


89 


69 


SECOND ÁuDiTOR's OFFICE, 
Austin, October 5th, 1840. , 


| Wm. Sevey, Esq., 
Acting Secretary of the "Treasury : 

Sir :—In compliance with your communication of 21st ult., 
|I have the honor to submit the accompanying documents 
| marked A, B and C. 
Document A, exhibiting the amount of drafts drawn on the 
B Treasurer of the Republic through the Second Auditors Of 

fice, for Civil, Naval and Contingent expenses of the Govern- 
ment, from the organization of the office, up to 30th Septem- 
| ber, 1839: the amount drawn during the fiscal year, ending 
30th of September, 1840 : the amount drawn for the redemp- 
ition of promissory notes and interest thereon, since 7th De- 
Écember, 1839, and the total amount: also, the amount of 
Auditors Certifieates, issued for the liquidation of claims 
against the Government, authorized by law, but for the pay- 
ment of which no appropriation was made. 

Document B.—Statement of accounts of different civil 
disbursing officers and agents of the Government, showing the 
balance or amounts remaining in their hands, unaccounted 
for, and due the Government, at the 30th September, 1840. 
| Document C.—Statement of the accounts of different na- 
val disbursing officers and agents, having had money advanced 
or disbursement, showing the balance or amounts remaining 
n their hands, unsettled and due the Government, at thé 30th 
bf September, 1840, with the particulars respecting their de- 
inquency or indebtedness. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
[Signed] MUSGROVE EVANS, 
: Second. Auditor. 


DOCUMENT A. 


STATEMENT of the amount of drafts, drawn on the Treasur- 
er, through the Second Auditor's Office, from its organi- 
zation up to the 30th of September, 1840, including the 
redemption of promissory notes and interest thereon, viz : 


From the organization of the Office, to 30th Sept. 1839, viz : 


Civil expenses, - -= 8468, 399 28 
Naval "o - =- - 244,355 06 
Contingent “ - = oc 498,957 57 : 


— MM — 


"l'otal amount drawn up to 30th 

September, 1839, - -  $1211,71191-851,211,711 91 
Amount drawn during the fis- 

cal year, ending 30th Sept, 1840. 


Civil,  - - - - 215,063 42 
Naval, - - - - 243,607 48 
Contingent, - - - 2970,07 53 


— 


Total amount drawn during 
` the year, ending 30th Sept. 1840, $829,238 193—625, 238 43 


29.040.950 34 


Amount drawn for redemption 
of promissory notes and interest 
from 7th Dec., 1989, to 1st July, Interest. Principal. 
1840, - 836,391 20 $277,876 00 

From July 1, to Sept. 30, 1840, 18,181 05 


Total amount of interest, dii: 572 25-— —54,572 25 
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t ^ s 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total amount drawn by Second Auditor for 
Civil, Naval, and Cenungent a of the 


Government, - $2,040,950 34 
"Total amount drawn for redemption of pro- 
missory notes and interest thereon, - - 332,448 25 


Total amount of drafts; drawn on the Trea- .. "AR 
surer, by the Second Auditor, - - $2,373,098 59 
For the following amounts, there being no 
appropriation, Auditors Certificates have been d 
issued, viz : from 1st March to 30th Sept., 1840, 4,700 25 


Total amount Certificates and Warrants, $2,378,098 84 


[Signed] MUSGROVE EVANS, 
Second Auditor. 


DOCUMENT B. 


STATEMENT of the accounts of different Civil Disbursing 
Officers and Agents, of the Government, exhibiting the 
balances or amounts remaining in their hands, unsetiled 
at the 30th Sept., 1840, with the particulars respecting 
their delinquencies or indebtedness, 

CIVIL. 
3. J. Yates & M. B. Menard: to advance 
made to them by Thomas Toby & Brothers, Go- 
vernment Agents, as follows, to wit: 


1837 Amount of A. J. Yates? draft, in favor of 
Jon. 10 Wm. M. Kean, - - - $219 75 
* 21 'To cash paid A. j. Yates = - - 480 00 

March 4 “© auynt of A. J. Yates’ ‘draft in VUE 
D. G. Johnson, - 80 00 

* 29 « M, B. Menard’s draft in favor of 
Wm. McKean, - - 280 00 


Total annt advanced and unaccounted for, $1,059 75 


nc ta À——ÀM 


$ 
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Norre.—As Messrs. Yates & Menard were Go- 
vernment Commissioners at that time in the U. E 
States, it may be, that the above amount, received : 
from Thomas Toby & Brothers, was expended in 
paying for printing or other expenses of their mis- 
sion ; but there is no evidence of the kind in this 
office. 
Henry Smith, Ex. Secy of the Treasury: 
To amount of direct taxes, collected in the years 


1837 and 1838, - sŠ - - $70,919 78 
To aurnt of licenses during the same time, 7,901 86 
* « Janddues, -  - - = 28,076 96 


1838 To this am’nt, received of McKinney & 
Dec. Wiliams, being am’nt of draft drawn by 
Secretary of the Treasury, on David White 


of Mobile, — - - 8,550 00 
$115,448 60 

1839 By am’nt paid over to A. Brigham as 
March 15. per receipt, e m S e. 114,375 87 
Balance due the Government, ` 1,072 73 


Nors.—Gov. Smith states that this balance 
was in audited scrip, aud that it was lost or mislaid. 


P. B. Dezter, Agent or Commission 
1839 for boundary line: for amount of draft 
g on Merchant's bank of New Orleans, on 


Aug. 12 account of contingent expenses of Com- | 
missioner, - - - - 3,000 Q0 
$3,000 00 


NorE.—Col. Dexter disbursed the money, but 
not for objects contemplated by the act making 
the appropriation ; his aecount cannot, therefore, 
be admitted by the Auditor. 

- Memucan Hunt, Boundary Line Commis- 
stoner : to amount draft, City Bank of New Or- 


73 


leans, dated 10th Dec., 1839, being amount of 
appropriation by Congress for, or on account of, 
contingent expenses of the Commissioner, -~ 
To amount of articles sold D. Sample as per 
bill rendered, - - - 
*  « — One pen-knife taken for his own use, 


By sundry bills and accounts paid by Gen. 
Hunt, for which sufficient vouchers are produced 
and can be allowed, - - - - - 


Balance due Government, 


Notre.—Gen. Hunt has produced vouchers 
showing that he has paid out the whole amount of 
money placed in his hands for disbursement ; but 
a large amount of the appropriation has been paid 
for salaries, which the Auditor cannot allow in 
settlement of the account, because he is of the 
opinion that the appropriation was intended by 
Congress for the contingent expenses,as is ex- 
pressed in the law. Another large amount was 
paid to the United States’ Commissioner, being 
one half of bills paid by said Commissioner for the 
Joint commission, but cannot be allowed until the 
bills are produced. Other amounts have been 
paid by Gen. Hunt, on account of the joint 
commmission, and not yet settled with the United 
States’ Commissioner. i 


t 
$ 


- 


Edwin Waller, Government Agent for erect- 
ing public buildings at Austin.—Judge Waller 
has never presented his account to this office for 
settlement, although frequently requested or noti- 
fied to do so; consequently, the following amounts 

J x 


- 


$5,000 00 


11 00 
2 50 


$5,013 50 


1,375 01 


—À ——À Sree 


$3,638 49 


o 
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advanced to him, stand charged on the books of 
this office. 


1839. 

June, To anrnt of draft on the Treasurer, 
i£ « u & ce 
[73 &« E tt « « 
ít & e i no 

Aug. 21, [44 « « « 

Oct. 19, [4 « [44 [4 

Nov. 1, at [14 «4 [í4 
[5 5 z « a a 

1840. 

Jan. 2, p. i t t 


$20,000 06 


15,000 00 
3,000 00 
15,000 00 
20,000 00 
20,000 00 
6,000 00 
1,000 00 


13,550 75 


Total am’nt advanced and unaccounted for, $113,550 75 


N. McArthur, Builder : for amount 
1840. of drafts on the Treasurer in advance 
March 4, for work to be done for the different 
Departments. 
« 22, For drafts on Treasury for same, 


Am'!nt due Government and unaccounted for, 


Nore.—Mr. McArthur has long since been no- 
tified to present his account for settlement, but 
has not yet done so. 

William Hunt, Surveyor : to am’nt 

of draft on the Treasurer, advanced on 

1840. account of surveying lands for the 
Jan. 13, general system of education, - 


Unaccounted for and due the Government, 


Nors.—Mr. Hunt is engaged in running the 
Military Road ; consequently absent from the Seat 
of Government. 


1,000 00 
700 Q0 


$1,700 00 


500 09 


560 06 


of 
© 


Robert Barr, late Post-Master- 


1839. General: to amount of sundry appro- 
Oct. 12, priations by Congress to defray the ex- 
penses of the P. 0. Department. $71,000 00 
Amount received from sundry Post-Offices, 14,282 54 
$55,282 54 


By am/’nt paid contractors sundry 


times up @ October 12, 1839, $64,226 61 
By Am/’nt of general esponja ac- 

count to date, - - 10,866 75 
Bal. remaining in the Treasury 

out of the several appropriations, 4,547 44 


——— 


$79,640 80-$79,640 80 


^x 


—— — MM 


Balance due the Goverment, $5,641 74 


— 


Nors.—An account current made out some 
time ago, and a copy showing the balance due the 
Government, was forwarded to Henry Kesler, in - 
Houston, administrator on the estate of Robert 
Barr, deceased, requesting his attention to the 
subject, which duty he neglected. Kesler has 
since Mid 


E. S. C. Robertson : to bal. due 

the Government at settlement up to 

December 31, 1839, - - - $1,798 00 
To an’nt remaining in the Trea- 

sury at ist Jan. out of the appr ope 

tion of Dec, 19, 1839, - 11,405 44 
To amount received from different 

Post-Offices, - - - - 207 00 


|. 13,410 44 


By amount paid contractors from ———. 
Amount carried over, ; $13,410 44 
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Amount brought forward, $13,410 44 
Ist to Sth Jan., 1840, as per vouchers, 4,204 53 
By cash paid over to J. R. Jones, 373 75 
* ua € for mail-bags, 12 00 
By balance of appropriation re- 
maining in the 'T'reasury, and trans- 


ferred to J. R. Jones, - - 8,760 90 
$13,351 18—-13,351 18 
59 26 
i RECAPITULATION. 
A.J. Yates & M. B. Menard, - - ~ $1,059 75 


Henry Smith, Ex-Secretary of the Treasury, 1,072 73 
P. B. Dexter, Agent or Com. for Boundary Line, 3,000 00 
Memucan Hunt, Boundary Line Commissioner, 3,638 49 
Edwin Waller, Ag’nt for erecting pub. buildings, 113,550 75 


N. McArthur, Builder, - - | 1,700 00 
William Hunt, Surveyor, - c 500 00 
Robert Barr, Late P.-M.-General, ~- 5,641 74 
E. S. C. Robertson,  - - - -a _ 59 26 


Total amount remaining in the hands of differ- 
ent Agents and Civil Officers of the Government, 


unaccounted for 30th Sept., 1840,  - - $130,222 72 
[Signed] MUSGROVE EVANS, 


Second Auditor. 


Nore.—Several of the Diplomatic Agents and Secretaries 
of Legation have had money advanced, on account of outfit 
and salaries, which stands charged to them on the books of 
this Office, because they have not presented their accounts for 
settlement, or given any evidence of the time they served, and 
for which they are entitled to credit. 


TT 


DOCUMENT C. 


_Svarement of the accounts of the different Naval Disburs- 
ing Officers and Agents, exhibiting the balance or 
amounts remaining unsettled at the 30th Sept., 1840, with 
the particulars of their delinquency or indebtedness. 


TAT te 


^ NAVAL. v 


John E. Gibbons: to cash 
1839- advanced him by order of 
Sept.3, Secretary of Navy, - - $1,000 00 
By eash paid over to Na- ion 
val Agent, - à $650 00 
By cash paid sundry bills 
as per receipts, - 182 00 
By services as Lieutenant : 
from 18th August to 25th 
Septerüber, 1839, - 153 76 


c a 
$985 76—-$985 76 


| 
| 
| 


Balance due the Government, $14 24 
T. M. Taylor : to cash 
1839. advanced by Oder of Secre- 
Oct. 24, taryofNavy,  -  - 1,500 00 
Amount due Government, $1,500 00 
1839. John G. Todd: to draft 
June 4, on Hamilton & Burnley, $2,516 29 
Oct. 24, To draft for amount of 10,000 00 
1840. AE 
Jan. 2, To cash from E. W. Moore, 1,000 00 
" ` $13,516 29 
E By his pay and travelling 
expenses up to May 18,1839, . 2,516 29 . 


— MÀ —— —ÁÉÓ—— 


Bal. due the Government, , $11,000 00 
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1839. E. W. Moore: to draft 
Oct. 24, in his favor, UM 
'To amount received from 
J. G. Todd in N. York 19th 
Jan., 1840, = = 


By amount of disburse- 
ments for the navy for which 
satisfactory vouchers have 


$40,000 00 


3,849 20 
$43,849 20 


been rendered, - $32,448 80-$32,448 80 


Balance due Government, 


Nore.—Of this balance Com. Moore 
has produced vouchers for $6,145 68, 
which are not. considered sufficient and 
cannot be allowed, and the sum of 
$5,254 72 has not been accounted for in 
any Way, = - 7 c 


Robert Oliver: to cash 
1840. paid over to him by A. K. 
May 21, Durke, ~- - -> 
By amount of commission 
on slops at settlement up to 
Dec. 31st, 1839, - 


Balance due Government, 


* Nore.—The small balance was due at 
the above date, and still stands so on the 
books of this office ; but there is now, or 
will be at the next settlement a balance 
due him by the Government. 

* Louis P. Cooke, Secreta- 
1839. ry of Navy : to draft in his 
Aug. 23, favor, - =~-  - 
Sept. 3, Do. in favor of P. W. 


Am'nt carried over, 


$11,400 40 


$105 47 


$35 96——1$35 96 
$69 51 


—Á—À— M À—À 


x 
$10,000 00 


—À 


$10,000 00 
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Ann bro't forward, $10,000 00 


[4 Pd - 


Humphreys -  - 10,000 00 
Sept. 6, To cash from P. W. Hum- 
phreys | - - - 9,000 00 
Oct. 25, To draft on Bank of Or- 
leans of this date in par funds, 39,596 59 
$68,596 59 ` 


Oct. 24, By amount paid over to 
Navy Agent, as per receipt, $9,850 00 
By amount sent J. G 
'Todd, as per letter of the 
Sec. of Navy ofthis date, 10,000 00 
By draft drawn by Sec. 
Navy on À. Hodge in favor 
W. T. Brannum, - 10,000 00 
By two drafts on Bank of 
Orleans, in favor of Navy 
Agent, par funds, - 3,641 59 
By amount of bill of ex- 
penses on duty to Galveston 
in August, 1839, 107 00 


$33,598 59-$33,598 59 


mapu qug 


Bal. due Government, par funds, l $34,998 00 


1840. W. T. Brannum: to 4 
May 7,  drafis by order of the Sec. 
of Navy, amounting to 60,999 57 
June 29, — "To A drafts by order of the 
Sec. of Navy, amounting to 39,900 00 


Anvnt advanced and un- 


settled 30th Sept., 1840, $100,899 57 


Norz.—Capt. Brannum has, no doubt, 
disbursed the whole amount advanced 
him, and has satisfaetory vouchers for 
the same, but has not had sufficient time 
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to reach the Seat of Government, to set- 
tle his aecount since the expiration of the 
quarter, ending 30th September. 


1839. F. T. Wells : to cash 
Dec. 30, advanced sundry times for 
disbursement, - - ” $4,550 00 
By amount paid for ship- 
ping, men, &c. as pe vouch- 
em, - - $4,437 77--$4,437 77 
Bal. due Government, $112 23 
RECAPITULATION. 
John E. Gibbons, - - - - - $14 24 
T. M. Taylor, - =- - - ~ 1,500 00 
John G. Todd, 2M C 11,000 00 
E. W. Moore, - - ZEE - - 11,400 40 ! 
Robert Oliver, - - 69 51 i 
Loyis P. Cooke, Secretary of Navy, -  . 934,998 00 
W.'T. Brannum, - - - 100,899 57 
F. T. Wells, moos 112 23 


— 


Total amount remaining in the hands of differ- 
ent Naval Disbursing Officers and others, unset- 
tled at 30th Sept., 1840, - .- -  - $169,903 95 


[Signed] ^  MUSGROYE EVANS, 
à Second, Auditor. 


— 


Comptroller's Office, 
Austin, Oct. 1, 1840. 


Wm. Sevey, Act. Sec. of Treasury : 
Sır :—Accompanying this, you will find the Report of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury for the year, ending the 30th of 


iB 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 


* 


8r 


Séplember last. The total amount drawn from the Treasury 
appears considerable, owing, first, to the large sums called for 
by the Pay-Master-General, for the purpose of paying the 
troops under the comniand of Gen. Rusk and others, during 
the years 1838 and 1839, and, next, to the amounts drawn by, 
the Quarter-Master-General, agreeably to the several acts of 
the last Congress, for supplies furnished the above command, 
and also for services rendered and supplies furnished the army 
during the period of the revolution. 

STATEMENT A, exhibits the total amount of warrants drawn 
on the Treasury, and certificates for liabilities, where no mo- 
ney was appropriated. You will perceive by that statement, 
that, prior to the month of December last, the interest on the 
old Treasury Notes was not paid through this office, the same 
having been paid by the Treasurer anterior to that time. The 
interest on the Funded Debt also was paid by warrant drawn 
by the Stock Commissioner, and countersigned by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury prior to March last. I am, therefore, 
unable to furnish you with the amount of interest paid up to 
that time. 

STATEMEN'r B, exhibits a statement of the appropriations 
made by the last Congress, and, also the appropriations for 
previous years, together with the amount of available funds in 
the Treasury, chargeable to those appropriations. Until the 
passage of the act defining the duties of the Officers of the Trea- 
sury Department, approved 5th of February, 1540, no account 
of appropriations was kept by the Comptroller, the balance ot 
those made prior to the present year having been obtained 
from the Treasurer. This balance is still kept open for debts 
contracted during the year for which the appropriations were 
made. Drafts in the hands of original holders, for services in 
the army and for supplies, issued prior to the first of the pre- 
sent year, were paid when presented to the 'T'reasurer, in ac- 
cordance with a resolution of Congress, approved January 14, 
1840, and have been reported to this Office and charged to the 
one million appropriation of January 24, 1839, for the protec- 
ton of the frontier and for other purposes, as directed by 
the resolution above referred to. Those drafts amount to 
$10,329 62. Drafts issued on the several appropriations of 
the last year, have also been reported and have been charged 

K 


x 
^s 
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accordingly, amounting to $15,876 30, making a total of 
$29,205 92, issued prior to January last, but paid subsequent- 
ly. By adding this sum to the warrants issued aecording to 
Statement A, since January last, it will be seen that the total 
amount corresponds with that charged to the several appropri- 
ations. By reference to the same Statement, (A,) it wiil also 
be seen that the appropriations for “surveying and advertising 
city of Calhoun,” and for “interest on Government dues,” set 
forth no particular amount, but the law making those appro- 
priations, has, by virtue of its phraseology, been regarded as 
creating an appropriation for the above-named purposes. 

. STATEMENT C exhibits the amount of stock issued in ac- 
cordance with an act of Congress, to provide fer the redemp: 
tion of the promissory notes, and approved 5th of February, 
1840. "There still remains, however, about $178,069, (which 
does not appear in this Statement) with the Stock Com- 
missioner, unissued, the same having been received, prior to 
ist July, from agents at Galveston and New Orleans, appoint- 
ed to receive Government liabilities for funding, and instruct- 


ed to forward them tothe proper officer in order that the stock ! 


might be issued. Neither the funders nor their agents, how- 
ever, have as yet come forward to receive their stock, and their 
funds, therefore, still remain with the Stock Commissioner, 
the certificates to be issued when called for. 

Srarement D, shows the amount of change notes, coun- 
tersigned by the Comptroller, as directed by an act passed 
February 5th, 1840, “ Authorizing the Treasurer of the Re- 
public of Texas to issue change notes.” 

It has been found. impossible to get a correct statement of 
‘the amount of stock created by act of Congress, June 7, 1837, 
owing to the loose manner in which the books of that stock 
have been kept, I would respectfully recommend that some 
action be taken to ascertain the amount issued. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. W. SIMMONS. 


n 


83 


STATEMENT A. 


aara ML, t 


Statement of amount of Warrants drawn on the Treasu- 
ry, the amount of Certificates issued, for the payment of 
which no money is appropriated, and the amount of pro- 
missory notes on which interest has been paid, from the 
1st of October, 1839, to Lst of October, 1540. 


Month. Year. 
Oct. 1839 
Nov. 1839 
Dec. 1839 
Jan. 1840 
Feb. 1840 
March 1840 
April 1840 
May 1840 
June 1840 
July 1840 
August 1840 
Sept. 1840 


FIRST AUDITOR, 


Amount of Certificates 


issued each month 


$572 74 
48 00 
72 00 

5,802 31 

191 06 
257 50 
24 00 


40 80 


Total, $7,008 41 


Amount of Warrants 
drawn each month. 
$183,652 59 
20,809 71 
87,210 18 
298,005 00 
123,863 34 
45,289 15 
§3,788 99 
118,166 00 
122,332 74 
92,819 14 
79,779 71 
65,776 95 


Total, $1,321,493 50 


Bá 


SECOND AUDITOR. 


Amount of War- 


Amount of Promisso- | Amount of Cer- 
rants drawn each 


Month. Year. | ry Notes upon which | tificates drawn 


interest has been paid. | each month. month. 

Oct. 1839 $163,791 73 
Nov. 1839 42,400 37 
Dec. 1839 $36,572 00 85,157 87 
Jan. 1540 49,657 00 $214 00 167,811 08 
Eeb. 1840 40,578 00 9,475 00 103,001 78 
March 1840) 16,255 00 95 00 21,481 15 
Apil 1840 22,762 00 397 51 20,747 32 
May 1840 14,475 00 ` 391 18 99,441 68 
June 1840 97,577 00 1,987 51 75,760 02 
July 1840 4,426 QU 704 7T 18,870 09 
Aug. 1840 85,523 0U 637 89 49,400 83 . 
Sept. 1840 25,041 00 1,086 39 26,258 11 

Total, $392,866 00 $14,389 25 $874,121 68 

STOCK COMMISSIONER. 

Month. — Year. a Ec "B 
March 1840 $12,795 00 
April 1840 8,340 00 
May 1840 1,235 00 
June 1840 1211 78 
July 1840 1,650 00 
August 1840 45 00 
Sept. 1840 2,955 00 


$98,981 75 


RECAPITULATION, 
Amount. Total. 

Warrants counter ed by First 

Auditor, - - $1,821,493 50 
Warrants countersigned by Se- 

cond Auditor, - - 874,121 68 
Warrants countersigned by Stock 

Commissioner, - - 28,231 78 

~———— $2,223,846 96 

Certificates countersigned the 

First Auditor, - $7,008 41 
Certificates countersigned by Se- 


‘cond Auditor, PRE - 14,389 25 
. 21,397 61 


Aggregate of Warrants and Certificates, $2,245,244 62 


STATEMENT B. 


STATEMEN' 0f Appropriations made by Congress, as entered on the books of the Comptroller, 
exhibiting amount drawn on each, from January 1st, 1840, to September 30th, 1840, and 
also the unexpended balances. 


Date of Ap- 


pro'ns. 


1840. 


Feb. 
[11 
ít 
oe 


if 


CIVIL LIST. 


For what purpose 


Amount of Ap- 


Appropriated, propriations. 


Legislatures. 


Senators! pay and mileage, 

Representatives! pay and mileage, 

Clerks of the Senate, - - 

Clerks of the House of Representa- 
tives, - - - - 

Extra pay to Clerks of both Houses 
of Congress, - - 


- Contingencies. 


Contingent Expenses and Printing 
for Senate, - - - 

Contingent Expenses and Printing 

for House of Representatiyes, 


$10,500 00 
30,240 00 


7,710 00 
5,700 00 
6,000 00 


4,000 00 
5,000 00 


Amount Unexpended 
drawn. Balanees. 


$2,235 00 $8,265 00 
7051.00 23,189 00 
3,180 00 — 4,530 00 
446934 1,530 66 


6,034 00(3) 


324318 75682 
326299 173671 
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i czecutive. 


A 


Compensation of the President of 


i - - - 10,000 00 
Compensation of the Vice President 
of Texas, - 3,000 00 
Compeusation of the President's 
Private Secretary; - 2,500 00 
Contingent Expenses of President's - 
Office, - - 950 00 
Department of State. 
Secretary of State, - - - 8,500 00 
Clerks of State Department, 7,700 00 
Contingent Expenses, including 
Printing Laws, &e., - 11,000 00 
Translating and Printing Spanish 
Laws, - A -: -= 10,000 00 
Treasury Department. 
Secretary of the Tranny, - 3,500 00 
Comptroller, - - 2,500 00 
First Auditor, - - ~- 2,500 00 
Second Auditor, : - - 2,500 00 
Treasurer of Texas, - - 2,500 00 


Amounts carried over, $105,300 00 


6,066 66 - 


1,833 34 
1,596 57 

844 25 
2,333 28 
4,839 35 
9,222 79 
4,404 48 
2,381 87 
1,654 26 


1,749 99 
1,825 30 


-1,458 33 
$69,385 65 


3,933 34 
1,166 66 
903 43 
105 75 
1,166 72 
2,860 65 
1,777 21 
5,595 52 
1,118 13 
845 74 
750 01 


674 70 
1,041 67 


$66,947 79 


‘Feb. 3, 1840. 


—————————————Á—Á'————— ——(doede qe MMC 


Amounts brought forward, $105,300 00 


Stock Commissioner, - - 2,500 00 
Commissioner of Revenue, 2. 500 00 
Agents to examine. Revenue Offi- 

ces and Custom-Houses, 3,000 00 
Clerks in Treasury Department 

and Bureaux, - - 41,100 00 
Assessors and Collectors of Taxes, 15,000 00 


Incidental and Contingent Expenses in Treasury Department. 


Office of Secretary of Treasury, 1,900 00 
do. Comptroller, - 500 00 
Stationery for Comptroller’s Office, 1,000 00 
Office of the First Auditor, 800 00 
do. Second Auditor, 800 00 
do. Treasurer of Texas, 800 00 
do. Stock Commissioner, 500 00 
Office of the Commissioner of Re- 
venue including stationery, 1,000 00 ~ 
Stock Certificates engraved, 1,000 00 
War Department. 
Secretary of War, - - 3,500 00 
Clerks in War Department, 6,900 00 


Clerks in the Office of the Pay- 


Master General, - 


2,500 00 


$69,385 65 
1,643 43 
1,361 08 


25,888 07 
572 08 


1,900 00 
493 94 
635 10 
699 34 
750 16 
789 24 
500 00 


721 04 


2,403 69 . 


4,079 41 
1,953 37 


$61,947 72 
856 57 
1,138 92 


3,000 00 


15,211 93 
14,427 92 


6 06 
364. 90 
100 66 

49 84 
10 76 


278 96 
1,000 00 


1,096 31 


2.990 59 . 


546 63 


3 


38 


k 


— 


Crede E Z 
Clerks in the Office of ihe Quarter- 

Master-General, Z 
Clerks m the Offiee of the Commis. 

sary-General, of Subsistence, 
Clerks ia the Orduance Office, 
Incidental and Contingent Er- 

penses in War Ik partment, 
Office of the Secretary of War, 

do. Pay-Master-General, 

do. Adjutant-Geueral, 

do. Quarter-Master-Ge- 

neral, and extra clerk-hire, 


l Sar the Commissary-Geueral 


f agbsistence and extra elerk- 
"m. 
Office of the Col. of Ordnance, 


Navy Department. 
Secretary of the Navy, - " 


Clerks in the Office of paren of & 


Navy, - = 2 


Contingent Expenses, - 


Amounts carried over, 


2,500 00 1,850 26 649 74 
2,500 00 1,0664 . 82336 
2,500 00 194999 195001 
2,500 00 145834  - L041 66 
2.500 00 70887 1,79113 
855 (0 594 25 261 75 
1,485 00 1,146 88 338 12 
3,970 00 197901 199099 
3,42000. 2,05991 1,360 09 
2,090 00 80800 1,282 00 
3,500 CO 2,456 62 1,043 38 
4.700 00 391390 1,86 80 
1,400 00 1,400 00 
$250,521 00 $134,968 20 $115,586 80 


en : 1 ergs in ice ot tne Adjutant- i 


68 


Am'nts bro't forward, $250,521 00 
Post- Office Department. ; 
3,000 00 


Post-Master-General, - - 
Clerks in General Post-Office, ,700 00 
Contingent Expensesin Gen: P.O. — 1,400 00 
Transportation of Mails, - 100,000 00 
General Land- Office. 

Commissioner of Gen. Land-Office, 3,000 00 
Clerks iff General Land-Office, 12,000 00 
Contingent Expenses and Translat- 

ing in General Land-Office, 4,700 00 
Land Patents, - - - . 56,000 00 
Making County Maps, - „> 8,000 G0 
Running County Lines, - 5,000 00 
Surveying of Land Serip, - 5,000 00 
Surveying County Lines of Travis 

County, - - - 1,785 28 
Commissianer of Patents, - 500 00 
Superintendent of Officers and 

Porters, - - - 4,000 00 

Judiciary. 

Chief Justice of Supreme Court, 5,000 60 


$134,968 20 


2,062 22 
3,163 34 
1,400 00 


100,000 00 


1,508 32 
6,088 56 


4,302 80 
5,000 00 
1,535 00 

543 75 
1,194 19 


1,785 98 
291 67 


2,820 00 


451 40 


$115,586 80 


927 78 
1,536 66 


1,491 68 
5,911 44 


397 20 
6,465 00 
4,456 25 
3,805 81 

208 33 
1,180 00 


. 4,548 60 


n. 21 Re r of the decisions of the i 


06 . 


7 ;000 00 
Seven District Judzes, : 21,000 00 
Seven District -Attorneys, - 15,000 00 
Attorney General of Texas, - 3,000 00 
Contingent Expenses of the Office 


of the Attorney General, 500 00 
Fees of Sheriffs, - - - 15,000 00 
Intercourse with Foreign Nations. 
Foreign Ministers, &c., " 30,000 00 
MILITARY. 


Pay Department. 


General Staff, - - 37.523 00 
First Regiment of Infantry, 198,690 00 
One additional Comp’y of Infantry, 13,482 00 
First Regiment of Cavalry, 56,904 00 
'T'hree additional Companies of Ca- 

valry, - - - - 26,538 00 


Extra rations to Officers command- 
ing Posts, Departments, &c., 3,600 00 


Miscellaneous Payments, &c. 9,932 00 — 


Amount carried over] $845,775 28 . 


1,000 00 
4,863 50 16,136 50 
286109 12,138 91 
200000 1,000 00 


191 00 309 00 
4939 77 10,760 23 


6,244 97 23,655 73 


6,206 80 31,316 20 
64,816 60 133,873 40 
13,482 00 

10,000 00 46,904 00 


26,538 00 


907 20 2,692 80° 


9,932 00 
$369,544 96 $476,264 32 


T6 


[11 


tt 


. Am'nts bro't forward, $845,775 28 


Adjuiant- General's Department. 


Bounty for 784 men, - - 
For Expenses of Recruiting, | 
Subsisience Department. 


For Subsistence, 2 " 


Quarter-Masier's Department. 


Fot Fuel, - - =- - 
Forane, - - - 
« Stationery, - - - 
€ Transportation, - - 
à me - - 
« Clothing. &c., for 494 men, 
ü Cav alry "Equipments for seven 
Companies, - - 
* Camp and Garrison Equipage, 
« Horses for twelve Companies, 
100 Mates far 25 Waggons, - 
Fieight and Insurance on Cloth- 
ing, ds T - - 


Incidental 


22,520 00 
35,280 00 


213,150 A7 


25,000 00 
46,520 60 
2.000 00 


70,800 00 


10,000 00 
60,470 54 


30,382 00 

8,127 00 
67,200 00 
10,000 00 


5.000 00 
21,000 00 


3,260 00 
829 00 


175,000 00 


17,000 00 
20,000 00 


70,000 00 
10,000 00 
60,470 54 


30,382 Q0 


60,000 00, 
10,000 00 


21,000 60 


$369,544 96 $476,264 32 


19,260 00 
34,451 00 


38,150 47 


8,000 00 
26,590 00 
2,000 00 


8197 00 
7,200 00 


5,000 Q0 
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Feb. 


Special Objects. : 


For Monies due on General Rusk’s 
aud others’ Campaigns, - 

For Suppliés to General Rusk’s 
Command, - - - 


Medical Department.: 
Medicines, Instruments, Station- 


ery, &oc., 
indian Agents. 


Cushattes and Alabamas, - 

Removing Shawnee Indians, 

Redeeming Persons from Indian 
Captivity. - - - 


Naval. 


Navy Officers’, Seamen’s and Ma- 
rines’ Pay, - - - 

Provisions, - - . - 

Stores in various Departments, 

Freight and Contingent Expenses 
at Navy-Yard, - 7 


- - - 


Amounts carried over, 


50,000 00 
30,000 09 


3,000 00 
1,800 00 
15,000 00 
20,000 00 


50,000 00 
5,000 00 
5,000 QU 


2,500 00 


$1,654,725 29 


a 


41,108 00 
30,000 00 


15,000 00 


45,527 11 
2,000 00 
5,000 00 


2,500 60 


* 


8,992 00 ° 


3,000 00 


1,800 00 


20,000 00 


4,472 89 
3,000 00 


$988,012 61 $666,138 68 


he 
ws 


tee ee 20 


k ut ^A 
~ 


4h, 


Am'nt bro't forward, 
Building Store-House at N avy-Y'd, 
Contingent Expenses and payment 
of F purchases unpaid, - 
Interest on Bonds given for Vessels 
of the Navy, JE 


, Interest on Bonds given for Zavala, 


Miscellaneous. 


Con'ingent Executive Fund, 
Site of the Seat of Goverment, 
Detection of Fraudulent Land Cer- 
tificates, - - - 
Indemnity for capture of British 
Schooner, Eliza Russel, - 
Fire-proof Safes, - - - 
Finishing Public Offices, - 
Fire-proof Building, - - 
Interest on Funded Debt. - 
Graham, Disney & Hadow; - 
Hayden Arnold, - - 
Harnett A, Hurd, - - - 
John Green, Jr., - - 
Stuart Perry, - - - 
Shreve & Grayson, - - 
David Webb, - - - 


© 


$1,654,725 29 


,000 00 


^ 7,500 00 


96,000 00 
27,000 00 


10,000 00 
25,959 00 


20,000 00 


2,940 60 
2,100 00 
5,000 00 

10,000 00 

92,000 00 
1,900 00 

680 00 
1,928 04 
458 33 
1,400 00 
3,408 60 
300 00 


$988,012 61 $666,138 68 


7,500 00 


2,590 00 
24,068 00 


5,534 02 


800 00 
4,740 61 
200 00 
28,231 78 


680 00 
1,925 04 


45833 . 


1,400 00 


240860 ~ 


300 00 


5,000 00 


96,000 U0 
27,000 00 


7,410 00 
1,891 00 


14,465 98 


3,840 60 
1,800 00 
259 39 
9,800 00 
62,768 29 
1,900 00 


¥6 
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" Dec. 25, . H. W. Augustin, - 1,000 00 1,000 00 


Feb. 5, George W, Hockley, - - A 521 50 531 50 

e « Char'es H. Sims, - - - 100 00 100 00 

« “ Moses L. Patton, - z P 100 00 100 06 ` 

t « James H. Dart, - - - 109 00 100 00 ` 

« « Alexander Jourdan, - - 100 00 100 GO ' 
Jan. 7%, Joseph Cecil, - - 1,000 00 1,000 00 p 
Feb. 5, Thomas J. Rusk and others, - 1,000 00 1,000 00 E 
Jan. 1, Mechanics on Public Buildings at 

Austin, - - - - 13,550 75 13,550 75 


Balances, as reported by the Trea- 
surer, of appropriations made 


previous to last Congress, and 2 * 
amounts drawn since January 
us ; 1, 1840, on the same. : 
1839. j a 
2 Jan, 24, Civil List and Civil Contingent z 
i ; for 1539, - 93,733 60 . 86,535 89 7,197 71 
s t Contingent Executive Fund for a 
sodes - - 1,824 59 1,293 71 530 88 
Dec. 27, -Expenses of both Houses of Con- NEC 
, gress 1839, - - - 618 09 ` 618 09 
Dec., 1837, & ( Naval Services for 1837 and 1838, 84,453 78 88127 83,572 51 
May, 1838. 
Amounts carried over, $2,167,312 17 #1, 186 073 a0 $991, 273 97 97 
E 
á 


dio 


1839. ^.  Am'nts bro't forward, 


Jan, 24, 


Jan. 26, Naval Supplies for 1839, - 51,041 78 
« — 24, ` One Million of Dollars, ` 455,970 60 
* — 96, Surveying Harbors, — + 18,800 00 
1838, 
May 15, Corps of Cavalry, - - - 34,842 08 
« — 24, P. S. Wyatt, -= 600 00 
Dec. 5, Lease of Capitol, - - - 1,250 00 
1837, : 
Dec. 18, Department of State, SEE 666 00 
1838. 
May 17, Astronomical Instruments,  - 33 00 
1839, : l 
National Library, - - - 9,700 00 


Appropriations having no specific amount appropriated. 


« 21, Surveying and Advertising City of 
Calhoun, - - - 

1838. 

May 16, Interest on Government dues, 


—— — MÀ 


Total amounts, $2,740,216 53 $1,670,030 43 $1,193,913 45 


51,035 59 
389,929 29 


3,790 50 
49,902 85 


$2,167,312-17 $1,186,078 20 $991,273 97 


6 19 
66,741 31 
18,800 00 


34,842 98 
600 00 
1,250 00 


666 00 


33 00- 


9,700 00 


——— 


a) You will observe that the appropriation of $26000 for “ Extra Pay to Clerks of Congress,” approved February 4, 
1810, 1s overdrawn 3d. It was so overdrawn in February last, and previous to the accounts of the ne a 


being kept by the Comptroller, 


J. 
n— Q— ———— uiii a I eT Me Te eT il 
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STATEMENT C. 


STATEMEN'T0f Funded Debt, created by an Act of Congress | 


approved February 5, 1840. ie a 
Amount of Promissory Notes, funded to July 
111840, - - - - - $563,300 00 
Amount of Audited Paper, funded to Octo- ae 
ber1,1840, - - - - - 87,759 20 
Amount of Promissory Notes to make even 
shares, October 1, 1840, - - 440 80 


Aggregate of the funded debt, — $601,500 00 


P 


STATEMENT D. 


STATEMENT Of Change Notes, countersigned by the Comp- 
troller, by an Act of Congress approved Feb. 5, 1840. 


Number. Letter. Denomination. Amount. 
From 1 to 3,800, A, $3, $11,400 
* e" A, ; 7,600 
T « A, 1, 3,800 
u s B, 1, 3,800 


"l'otal, $26,600 


[Signed] J. W. SIMMONS, 
Comptroller. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's Office, 
Austin, October 1, 1840. | 


> 


M 
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To the Hon. James H. STARR, 
Secretary of the Treasury: 


Sir :—In presenting the first detailed Annual Report from 
this Office, 1 would remark, that the accompanying Statement 
of the amount of Laud Scrip funded under the act of May 
18th, 1888, and of Promissory Notes, and Audited Paper, 
funded under the act of February 5th, 1840, are strictly cor- 
rect; and that of the Audited Paper in the Old Fund, if inac- 
curate, is not materially so. The examination and registry 
of the Old Liabilities is not quite concluded, and the amount, 
upon the final accomplishment of the work, will be found to 
exceed that now reported probably about fifteen thousand 
dollars. The present item is taken from the books, but there 
are, I think, liabilities to the last-named amount, of which no 
account has ever been made. The present incumbent of the 
office, on entering upon the duties, found the books so ex- 
tremely deficient from the earliest dates, and the last Semi- 
Annual Report made to the Treasury Department, prior to 
his appointment, so extremely inaccurate, that scarcely any 
reliance was to be placed upon the prima facie appearance 
of the records; and there was no sufficient data upon which 
to predicate those reports which he was expected immediately 
to furnish the Department, including one which should have 
been made three months before his appointment. There had 
been a rapid succession of changes in the administration of 
the office—(I think not less than eight, including acting ap- 
pointments, within a little more than two years)—and its 
business had been, in consequence, loosely and irregularly 
conducted. The occupancy of. most of the incumbents was 
so brief, that they had searcely time to make themselves ac- 
. quainted with its duties and its situation. There had been a 
great deficiency of books from the first, and at the time re 
ferred to, there was no ready means of reference to any of the 
business. "There had never been an account opened with any 
Stockholder—there was but three dates in the whole registet 
ef liabilities fanded—about the same number in the register of 
issues.— The Semi-Annual Report, which was the only con 


i 
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densed evidence of the amount held by each stockholder, was 
so miserably incorrect that no reliance was to be placed upon 
it; and the only was to ascertain the true condition of things, 
was to examine the liabilities funded: compare them with the 
register; then with the issue book; then trace out the trans- 
fers, which were many of them very indefinite; ther ascer- 
tain the issues upon them; and then open a regular account 
eurrent. All this was the result of having kept no regular set 
of books, and was very tedious and troublesome. In many 


from examination of all the evidences; and, in two or three 
cases, never can be determined without presentation of the 
certificates in the hands of the stockholders, and some expla- 
nation from them. To effect this object, and make a final 
adjustment of the accounts, stockholders have been required, 
by advertisement, to present their certificates whenever they 
call for interest—a rule which seems not to have been hereto- 
fore enforced. 

In examining the condition of the office, some transfers were 
found, made upon loose pieces of paper, lying in a book-case, 
among other vouchers of various descriptions, unlabelled, 
unassorted, and unrecorded, amounts of stock standing upon 
the semi-annual report to the credit of individuals who, in 
some cases, never had owned them; and, m others, had long 
before transferred them. In one instance, a certificate of stock 
had been re-issued upon statement of loss of the original ; and 
both original and duplicate have been since transferred, and 
the two transfers are written upon the book within an inch of 
each other. s 

The only receptacle possessed by the office for the safe- 
keeping of the funded liabilities, was a rickety pine book-case, 
which could be opened without a key, by forcing out the sides 
with the hand. Considering that those liabilities were only 
artially caticelled, and those which were so, admitted of easy 
Iteration, so as to present their original appearance and cur- 
ency, it is a matter of special good luck that they had not 

en long ago removed from the office. Examination, how- 
ver, proves that but very few drafts are missing, and those of 
mall value, and that there are several in the office of which 
S yet no record has been found. It is indeed extremely pro- 


cases the actual state of things was difficult to determine, even: - 
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bable that most of those now missing, may be produced when- 
ever all the papers of the office have been fully searched, as in 
severa] cases drafts have been found enveloped in papers 
which had no connection with them; or it is possible that 
those of which there is no account, and which have no enve- 
lope, or explanatory paper accompanying, may have been sub- 
. Stituted for the absent ones, in making even amounts. 

In some cases, it was found that stockholders had been 
over-paid ; in others, that they had not received their full 
dues. This arose, as is supposed, from not requiring the pre- 
sentation of certificates when interest was paid, and powers of 
attorney for the receipt of interest money had been received and 
acted upon,which were entirely inefficient. This order of things 
has been changed. There has been an effort to systematize the 
business of the office. Accounts have been opened with each 
stockholder, beginning with the first issue, and due note made 
of all funding and transferring. An interest account has also 
been opened, and the previous over-payments of course are 
deducted from the amounts now due. By this means, there 
will be little, if any, loss from excess of payments. All trans- 
fers are made in due legal form upon a book kept for the 
purpose, and when certificates are issued, note is made oppo- 
site the numbers upon what account they were issued. The 
certificates transferred, are regularly cancelled, enveloped, 
endorsed, and filed away, and form a repetition of the evi- 
dence furnished by the Issue-Book and the 'l'ransfer-Book. 
In case of funding, the same course is observed with the lia- 
bilities received, and a record is made of them, and the can- 
celling of all papers is performed by the Comptroller when he 
passes them, by placing a stamp upon one end, and cutting a 
large triangular piece out of the other. Notarial authentica- 
tion is required to all powers of attorney. The various impor- 
tant papers of the office have' been collected, endorsed, and 
filed. and, so soon as practicable, a descriptive record will be 
made of them. Every paper of sufficient value, including 
blank certificates of stock, is kept in an iron safe, and every 
precaution taken to prevent loss. It has been found on exa- 
mining the old register of liabilities funded, that in some cases 
cash balances had been paid in to make even amounts.— 
These amount in all to, perhaps, three hundred dollars, and 
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are not to be found in the office. By the act of last Congress, 
certificates were to be engraved for the ten per cent. fund then 
created, of the denominations of one thousand, five hundred, 
and one hundred dollars. 'The thousands were never en- 
graved, for want of sufficient funds, and the whole amount 
of stock issued, has been in the two lesser denominations. 
By that act, similar certificates were to be engraved for the 
eight per cent. fund. These have never been executed for 
the same reason which prevented the engraving of the thou- 
sands in the other stock. ‘There has however been no require- 
ment for them as yet, as will appear by reference tothe tabu- 
lar portion of the Report. : 
CHARLES DE MORSE. 


102 


Report oF THE Stock Commissioner, to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, for the year ending 30th September, 1840. 


Audited Paper, funded up to the 1st of 
January, 1840, at which date the 
Books of the Old Fund were closed 
by law, - 

Issued to Swartwout and others, by act 
of January 26th, 1839, - - 
Land Scrip funded to ist J anuary, 
1840, 132,800 acres for which Certi- 
ficates of Stock have been issued, as 
per law of May 18th, 1838, for - 


Total amount of Old Fund, 


Promissory Notes, funded under act of 
February 5th, 1840, in the Ten per 
Cent. Fund, previous to the lst Jaly, 
1840, - 

Audited Paper in ‘the "Ten per Cent. 
Fund, up to the 30th Sept., 1840, 


Total amount New Fund, at this date, 


Total amount of Certificates of Stock, 
issued in New Fund, - - 


Promissory Notes and Audited Paper ` 


invested in the Hight per Cent. Fund, 


Amount of interest paid on Old Fund, 
from Ist October, 1839, to o Oth Sep- 
tember, 1840, © - - 


$757,151 68 
13,948 32 


66,400 00 


— 


$837,500 00 


$745,500 00 
` 38,200 00 


——— 


$779,569 00 
$601,500 00 


$00,000 00 


€ —— 
— 


$41,091 78 


ILL 
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Amount of interest due on the Old Fund 

on October 1st, 1840, - - - $87,750 00 
Amount of interest that will be due on 

the Old Fund, on the 1st March, 

1841, for half year preceding, - 41,875 00 
Amount of interest that will be due on : MAE 

the Old Fund, on the Ist September, 

1841, for half year preceding, 41,875 00 


Total amount of interest due on Old gus iu 
Fund, for 1840 and 1841, - - $171,500 00 


we 


Amount of interest on Prornissory Notes, 
Ten per Cent. Fund, by act of Feb- 
ruary 5th, 1840, payable in Gold or 
Silver, due on the 15th December, 
'* 1840, - - - - $37,068 45 
Amount of interest on Audited Paper, 
payable in Gold or Silver, due on 
Mareh 1st, 1841, - - - 1,910 00 
. Amount of interest in Promissory Notes, 
payable in Gold or Silver, due on the 
15th June, 1841, - - 37,068 45 
Amount of interest on Audited Paper, 
payable 1n Gold or Silver, due on the 


ist September, 1841, - - 1,910 00 
"Total amount of interest on the New REOR 
Fund, for the year 1840 and 1841, T ub cd 


Amount of Eight per Cent. Bonds of the Republic, en- 
dorsed by the Stock Commissioner, registered in his office, 
and returned to the Treasury Depariment : 

150 of the denomination of - - $500 $75,000 00 
250 of the denomination of - - 100 25,000 00 


Total amount of Bonds issued, . $100,000 00 


rere mY 
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STATEMENT of Interest paid for each month, from ist o 
October, 1839, to September 30th, 1840: 


October, 1839, - - - - 3,585 00 
November *  - - - - - 2,870 00 
December, * JE 5,875 00 
January, 1840, - - - - - 910 00 
February, “ SE - c 120 00 
March, His sor - - - 12,795 00 
April, K - - - - 8,340 00 
May, &  .u 7 - - . - 1,285 00 
June, t - - - - 1,211 78 
July, E - - -  - 4,650 00 
August, € ~ 5 m o’ 45 00 
September,“ — - - E - 2,955 00 

Total for 1839 and 1840, $41,091 78 


CHARLES DE MORSE, 
Stock Commissioner. 
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The Commissioner of Revenue's Report was withdrawy 
from the House of Representatives by leave. I called upon 
him for a copy for the Printer, which he refused to furnish. 

P. W. HUMPHREYS, Clerk. 


— 


P. W. Humesreys, Bse., 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives : 

Srg:—' The Annual Report of this Office being very long, 

and not being allowed to employ a Clerk at this period, it will 

be impossible to comply with your request to furnish a copy 

of it for the Printer. A copy was furnished to the Senate also 

by the Treasury Department, and should be, if not misplaced, 

among the papers of that body. Iwill, however, state to you, 

that the Secretary of the Senate informed me that the copy of 

my Report, furnished the Senate, was taken away from the 
Senate Chamber by Senator Gaines, and never returned. 

E. LAWRENCE STICKNEY, 
Commissioner of Revenue. 
Office of Commissioner of Revenue, } 
May 1st, 1841. 


M M —— 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, i 
Austin, October 31st, 1840. | 
His Excellency Mrraseau B, Lamar: 

Srm:—I have the honor transmit herewith the copies of the 
Treasurer’s Quarterly Report, marked A, B and C, showing 
the receipts and expenditures of the past fiscal year, to be 
transmitted to Congress. 

. Also, a Condensed Statement of the same, marked D, which 
will be found more convenient for reference. 
Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. SEVEY, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


Xx 
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DOCU 
DR. Republic of Tezas in Act Current with D. P. Barhydt, 


To Amount of Promissory and Change 

Notes disbursed upon appropriations 

as per Monthly Statement, part being 

taken from re-psyments of the Post- 

Master-General, and M. B. Lamar,* $603,169 36 
« Amount disbursed on Drafts of the f 

Post-Master-General and M. B. La- 

mar, drawn on re-payments made by 

them tó the late Treasurer, which 

were subject to their orders, — - 12,179 61 


« Balance, - ~- - - - . 1687770 


$631,926 61 
$16,577 7 


eel 


To Balance carried forward, - -  - 


MENT A. 


Actg Treasurer, for the Quarter ending June 30, 1840. CR. 


By amount of Promissory and Change Notes 


` recd from A. Brigham, late Treasurer, 


ofthe amount deposited with him by the 
Sec'y ofthe Treasury, for disbursement, 
Amt of Promissory and Change Notes 
d from A. Brigham, late Treasurer, 


being re-payments to him by the Post- . 


M.-General and M. B. Lamar, placed in 


` deposite, and subject to their orders, 


Promissory and Change Notes rec’d from 
the Treasury Dept. for disbursement, 


Promissory and Change Notesr ec’d from 


Customs, as per Monthly Statements, 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
rec'd from Land Dues, a5 per Monthly 
Statements,  - 

Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
rec'd from Direct Tax, as per Monthly 
Statements, - 

Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Licenses, as por Moutaly 
Statements, - - - 
Promissory Notes & audited. paper rec'd 
from Fines, as per Monthly Statements, 
Promissory and Change Notes received 
from Galveston Tis as p Montbly 
Statements, - 

Promissory Notes and Audited Paper, 
recd from Austin City Lots, as per 
Monthly Statements, = 


3 


$18,443 89 


99,419 27 
447,400 OL 
47,755 68 


1,790 90 
2,900 31 


690 37 
25 00 


S00 95 


12,700 31 


rod 


$621,996 67 


m 
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"To Balance brought forward, — - - = $16,577 TO 


— 


$16,577 TO 


€ À— a € tá 


‘Treasurer's OFFICE, 


June 31th, 1840. 5 


* Of this amount, ninety-four thousand four hundred and twenty-four dol 
of the Old Issue, beanng interest, audited and cancelled, and redeemed, both 


Examined, and admitted to settlement, for the above balance 
and seventy cents. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, } 


July (st, 1840. 


DOCU 
DR. Republicof Texas in Act Current with D. P. Barhydt, 


"Yo part ofthe balance due the Republic, on 
. settlement for the last Quarter, which 
consisted of Audited Paper and Promis- 
sory Notes of the Old Issue, not reissua- 
ble, cancell’d and register'd by the'T'rea- 
surer, and delivered to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, after making settlement, $8,537 67 
* Amount of Government Bonds and Pro: 
missory and. Change Notes disbursed 
upon appropriations, as p Monty 
Statements,  - 381,224 23 
* Amount of Promissory Notes disbursed 
in redeeming Promissory Notes of the 
Old Issue, bearing interest, audited and 
cancelled, - EE - 12,725 00 


Amit carried over. -~ - $402,486 90 


B^ c 109 


By balance remaining in the 'T'reasury: í 
In Promissory and. Change Notes, $8,040 03 


In Cancelled Promissory Notes 
and Audited Paper, s 8,537 67 


——— —— €—— — 
Ó— MÀ —————ÀÀ—— 


[Signed] D. P. BARHYDT, 
Acting Treasurer. 


$16,577 70 


lars, (394,424 00) was for the amount of the principal of the Promissory Notés 
principal and interest, by Warrants on the Treasury. 


of sixteen thousand five hundred and seventy-seven dollars 


[Signed] JAMES H. STARR, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


> Fw x 
ý 


—— 


MENT B. i 
Act's Treasurer for the Quarter ending Sept. 30, 1840. CR. 


By balance due on settlement at close of the 
last Quarter,  - - - - - $16,577 07 
* Amount of Eight per Cent. Government 
' Bonds and Promissory and Change 
Notes, received from the Secretary of 
the Treasury for disbursement, - 374,000 00 
« Promissory and Change Notes deposited 
by Thomas Simons, administrator as 
belonging to the succession of Warren 


Aborn, deceased, - - - - 283 25 
* Promissory and Change Notes received 
from Customs per Monthly Statements, . 831 98 


* Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Land Dues,as per Monthly 
Statements, - - “ - 5,811 32 


*» 


Amt carried over, - - 2 $497,504 25 
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i 


\ 
Am't bro’t forward, - 


To Amount disbursed on Drafts of the Post- 


oh 


tt 


Master-General from the amount sub- 
ject to his orders, - 
Amount of Audited Paper: received from 


Revenue not reissuahle, registered and 


cancelled, and deposited with the Sec- 
retary of the Treasu ry, - 

Amount of Promissory Notes of the Old 
Issue received from Revenue not reis- 
suable, registered and cancelled, and 
deposited "with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, - ~= 0  * - 
Balance, - - - - ~ - 


TREASURERS OFFICE, 


September 30th, 1840. — | 


and twenty-five cents. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 


October 1st, 1840. 


$ 402,486 90 


29,969 11 


16,790 80 


305 00 
19,697 25 


$468,549 06 


P 
rne 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balance 


By 


il 


Am’t bro’t forward, = - 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Direct Tax as per Bonealy 
Statements, - = -~— - 
Promissory Notes received from Lice 
ses, as per Monthly Statements, - 
Piomissory Notes received from Galves- 
ton Lots, as per Monthly Statements, 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper 
received from Austin Hor: as per 
Monthly Statements, 
Promissory Notes and Audited Paper, 
received from Donations, as per Mouth: 
ly Statements, - - - 


"By balance remaining in the 'T'reasury : 


In Promissory and Change Notes 


redatto ey meanen tatg 
Neat ac engiaui oto tque 


$497,504 25 


12,703 85 
- 200 00. 
3,367 20 


54,722 20 


51 56 
$468,549 61 


for disbursemerit, ~ 4 $19,414 00 
In Special Deposite, ~o = 283 25 

' $19,697 25 
[Signed] D. P. BARHYDT, 


Acting Treasurer. 


of nineteen thousand six hundred and ninety-seven dollars 


[Signed] 


WM. SEVEY, 


Acting Secretary of ihe Treasury. 


h 
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DOCU 
DR. Republic of Texas in Act Current with A. Brigham, 


To amount disbursed on appropriations, and 
in redeeming Promissory Notes of the 

Old Issue audited and cancelled, $1,523,411 30 
* Amount disbursed in redeeming Promis- 
- sory Notes of the Old Issue, bearing 
interest, not audited and cancelled, viz : 


Principal, - $26,914 00 : 
Interest, 10 per cent. 2,691 40.———--29,615 00 
K Balance, d » - - - 2,091 40 


m Ó—Á 


$1,872,830 14 


Merano hri Es, 
ce urere pepe man en Mert mts e 
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MENT C 


Treasurer, from October 1st, 1839, to April 12th, 1840. CR. 


By balance on hand for disbursement, as per 


Report, to 30th September, 1839, - 
Cash 1eceived from the Secretary of the 
Treasury for disbursement, - — - 
Unexpended recruiting fonds , returned 
by Major P. S. Wyatt, - 
Re-payments made by the P. -Master -Gen- 
eral and M. B. Lamar of cash included 
in the disbursements charged in this 
account, as drawn by them on Warrants, 
Cash received from the Treasury De- 
partment for redeeming old issne, 
Revenue receipts from Customs, - 
Revenue receipts from Land Dues, Direct 
Tax and Licenses, - — - 
Bosenae receipts frem Dues on Patents, 
u * Galveston Lots, 
t « « Austin Lots, 
Revenue receipts from sale of President's 
House and Lot in Houston, - - 


By balance brought down, — - — - 
There having been reissued 


from the Revenue received, 3119,594 53 
ihe above balance is made 

up of cash for disbursement, 123,087 63 
and of cash remaining in > 


deposit of the Revenue re- 
ceived, ~ - 196,725 81 


$102,480. 75 
1,324,404 38 
600 00 . 


99419 27 


29,605 40 
118,233 46 


98,948 01 
180 00 
5,054 56 
91,552 31 


1,752 00 


te maples 


$1,872,830 14 


$319,813 44 
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DOCUMENT D. 


Srarement from the Treasurers Report for ihe fiscal 


year, 1840—( from 30th September, 1839, fo 30th Sep- 
tember, 1840.) : 


RECEIPTS. 
Promissory Notes. 
A. Brigham, up te April 12, 1840, $1,136,520 60 
D. P. Barhydt, from 13th April, 
up to 30th September, 1840, 695,500 00 


$1,832,020 00 
Change Notes. 


A. Brigham, up to April 12, 1840, 700 00 
D. P. Barhydt, to 30th Sept., 1840, — 925,900 00 


t — 


— ———— $26,600 00 
A. Brigham, up to 12th April, 
1840—Promissory Notes, 149,005 72 
A. Brigham, up to 12th April, - 
1840—-Audited Drafts, 158,265 26 
D. P. Barhydt, up to 30th Sept., 
1840— Promissory Notes, 122,154 15 
D. P. Barhydt, up to 30th Sept., 
1840—Audited Drafts, 22,197 47 
Total Revenue from sundry sourees, ——— —— $451,676 60 
A. Brigham, up to WM uec. 158,495 98 
Government Drafts on Hamilton s 
and Burnley, — - - RN $156,196 98 
D.P.Barhydt, to 30th Sept., 1840, 100,000 00 
Government 8 per Cent. Bonds, -—— —— — $10,000 00 
$2,568,791 58 


EXPENDITURES. 
A. Brigham, up to April 12, 1840, $1,453,630 43 
D. P.Barhydt, to 30thSept., 1840, 1,038,567 31 


2492197 74 
Deduct of this amount of Promissory Notes 
redeemed, cancelled, and in Deposit, 317,445 00 


Total Expenditures, - - = =  $217A752 74 


—A MA 


ANNUAL REPORT 


THE SECRETARY OF WAR: 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1840 


P; 


War DEPARTMENT, / 
City of Austin, Sept. 30th, 1840. 


To Hrs EXCELLENCY, 
The President of the Republic of Teras : 

SIR :—In accordance with official duties, the following Re- 
port is most respectfully submitted to your Excellency, pre- 
senting a general view of the several branches of the Depart- 
ment over which I have the honor to preside, together with 
the reports of the chiefs of Military Bureaux, connected with 
said Department. 

These reports, herewith communicated, will bé found marked 
from No. 1 to 6, giving a detailed statement of all matters 
connected with the Military proceedings of the present year. 
The heads of Military Bureaux, with those employed to aid 
them, have performed their duties with an ability and dili- 
gence worthy the highest commendation. Through their 
exertions system has been established and accountability se- 
cured. Notwithstanding the inconvenience, as well as the 1m- 
possibility of a union of the Adjutant and Inspector-General's 
duties, no material injury has accrued to the service, though 
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in active operations, such an union would be found imprac- 
ucable. I would,therefo1e, most respectfully suggest a division 
of the duties, as the Adjutant-General is, by ław, required to 
remain at Head-Quarters, while the duties of the Inspector- 
General demand his presence with the troops tobe inspected. 

I will avail myself of this opportunity to present to your Ex- 
cellency, for the information of the nation, a connected view 
of the lands, granted under donation and bounty claims, from 
the 12th June, 1837 to the 30th Sept., 1840, inclusive. 

By reference to previous Reports from this Department, it 
will be found, that from the 12th June, 1837, to the 30th Sept., 
1839, Certificates have been issued for 4,163,740 acres. The 
issues mado up to this date, 30th Sept., 1840, are 326,560, mak- 
ing the grand aggregate of 4,490,300 acres. The Report from 
the Land Desk of this Department is herewith transmitted. 

The authority granted by an act of 1838, to raise 840 troops, 
rank and file, for the defence of the Northern and Western 
Frontiers, has not been attended with the sticcess anticipated 
by its authors. Every effort had been made by my predecessor 
to carry out the provisions of saidfact, and since my induc- 
tion to office, these efforts have been continued without a suc- 
cessful result. We have found it unnecessary, for reasons too 
apparent to mention, to establish recruiting stations withm the 
limits of our Republic ; and the cost attending foreign stations, 
combined with the expense of transporting troops from abroad, 
would very greatly exceed the amount appropriated for the 
contemplated object. The largest number of recruits we 
have been able to command, have not exceeded five hundred 
and sixty, rank and fle, and we have at present, in active 
service, only five hundred and forty, This fact will, I trust, 
satisfactorily explain the cause, why troops have not been sta- 
tioned at the several posts, designated by legislative enactments. 
It will be seen, by calculation, there was a deficit of five com- 
panies, which deficit rendered impossible the location of com- 
panies at all points designated by Congress. 

The Act referred to, did not specify the number of Non- 
Commissionea Officers to each company, or the compensation 
to be allowed for such officers. The law being silent on 
the subject of their number and pay, that, matter of course, 
would be settled by the laws and regulations of the United 
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States, touching that subject, they having been adopted in cases 
where our legislation was silent. Though a different impres- 
sion has heretofore existed, and the Non-Commissioned Offi- 
cers have received no additional pay for their services; my 
object in this communication, is to call the direct attention of 
Congress to the fact, that they have performed their extra du- 
ties without extra pay. cue tf 3 

The amount of one hundred and four thousand six hundred 
and thirty-eight dollars thirty-nine cents was appropriated by 
the Act of 1838 to this Department. The greater part of this 
amouut was disbursed by my predecessor, in- equipments, 
arms, munitions of war, clothing, &c., necessary for the ser- 
vice. For more detailed information on the subject, the ac- 
counts current are herewith transmitted, showing the time 
when, and the manner in which the different amounts have 
been appropriated. 

I now beg leave to call your attention tothe length offron- 
tier line proposed. to be defended, combining that length with 
the eireumstances in which we are placed. From the West- 
` ern bank of Red River to the River Nueces is not less than four 
hundred miles ;—immediately on that line is located our Seat 
of Government, the depository of the Archives of the nation, 
a point as much exposed, if not more, than any other in this 
extended line, to Indian or Mexican aggression, for the reason 
that it is equally exposed, and the motives for attack by our 
enemies infinitely stronger than any other point. Works for 
defence were therefore constructed for the protection of our 
Capital, and preservation of our Archives. An additional num- 
ber of troops were also stationed near, during the period of 
alarm," to give the necessary protection. 

Information was communicated to the Department through 
authentic sources, (our spies and out-posts,) that a com- 
bined Mexican and Indian expedition was in readiness to 
make a desceut on this place. Relying on the truth of this 
information, as we were bound to do, (from its source) the 
most active and efficient measures were taken to counteract 
.- and defeat this combined design of our enemies. Little 
time was left for preparation—none for organization. The 
militia of thirteen counties were ordered out, en masse, to 
repel this threatened invasion, A combination of fortuitous 


el e~ 
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cireumstances prevented the accomplishment (on the part of 
our enemies) of an enterprise judiciously arranged, and of easy 
execution, In the condition we were then placed. It will be 
recollected that" we had not an organized militia; the only 
possible made, therefore, of meeting and repelling our enemies, 
(should they come) was by a call, en masse, or, in other words, 
an appeál to the patriotism of our crtizen-soldiers, mest con- 
venient to the point of danger. This mode was adopted, and 
subsequent events have too clearly demonstrated its propriety 
to require comment on the subject. 

It is with regret, that I, at this date, have to communicate 
to your Excellency the continued existence of th edesideratum, 
rendering, in cases of emergency, a call, e»; masse, necessary. 
The organization of our militia, is not yet completed. The 
performance of that important service, was committed to the 
Chief Justices of the respective counties, with the hope that 
they would find leisure to accomplish a work so important.— 
Many of them made returns which were reported in the lust 
annual communication. ‘Those returns were made previous 
to the election of the Major-General, Brigadier-Geneials or 
Field-Officers. Since their election, efforts have been making 
to complete this necessary work. which, I trust, in a short 
time will be accomplished. i 

Animated as this Government has been, by a laudable de- 
sire to pacificate the Indian tribes within our Hmits—this object 
has been defeated through the machinations of the Mexican 
Government, whose policy is equally advanced by au annoy- 
ance of us, or the destruction of their Indian allies. It will 
be seen that, early in the present yea, instructions were given 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher, then in command of Bexar, to 
invite a conference, or hold a talk with the Chiefs of the 
Comanche ¢ribe of Indians, who were known to have in their 
possession, in a most wretched state of captivity, many of our 
citizens, both male and female, the recital of whose sufferings, 
could not fail to shock every feeling of humanity. The object 
of this conference, or talk, was to purchase the prisoners in 
their possession, and, if possible, to treat with them for peace. 
Commissioners were accordingly appointed on the part of Go- 
vernment, to meet the Cinefsin the town of Bexar, for the 
purpose of carrying out the above objects. The result of that 
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commission will be-found in the report of Colonel H. McLeod, 
made to this Department, (as one of the Commissioners,) of 
date 20th March, 1840, which report is herewith transmitted, 
marked F. 

lt is with mingled feelings of gratulation and pride, that I 
communicate'te your Excellency. the uniform success of our 
arms, whenever an oportunity has offered for their dse. Not 
one prisoner has been taken off by our savage foe. The vi- 
gilance of our troops, at points most exposed, has prevented 
this, the most grievous of all the evils incident to savage war. 
The active and successful operations of our army will be found 
in the reports of officers commanding, marked A, B, C and F. 

Too high commendation cannot be awarded to the gallant. 
militia, bordering on the Colorado River. Their gallantry, 
activity and efficiency have ever been evinced in the hour of 
trial and danger. 'To them the nation owe a debt of gratitude, 
for they saved their country from the ignominy of permitting 
savage invaders to pass unpunished for théir temerity ; and 
have, I trust, taught them a lesson that will be remembered 
through the present generation of savages. 

The report ‘of their achievements will be found in communi- 
cations made to the Department by Major-General Felix 
Houston, marked I and J. 

‘his recent clandestine invasion of Indians and Mexicans, 
passing through an uninhabited section of our country, pene- 
trating to the coast, and destroying a flourishing town on tide- 
water,has very justly aroused. the indignation of the nation, 
and rendered necessary a decisive step on the part of the Go- 
vernment, to prevent the recurrence of such an event; policy 
suggests it and the nation demands it. Under these convic- 
tions, authority has been granted to Major-General Felix 
Houston to raise, by draft or volunteer enrollment, sixteen 
hundred men, to carry the war home to those savage enemies, 
whose known mode of warfare is plunder, conflagration and 
murder, without regard to sex, age or condition. These 
wolves, in human form, should have the wolf’s head placed 
upon them and be treated accordingly ; for it has been most 
justly remarked by a distinguished patriot of our country, 
“that humanity to them would be cruelty to ourselves.” 

The state of feeling exhibited by their late depredations, will, 
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i have no doubt, arouse the patriotism of the nation, and give 
success to the contemplated enterprize. 

{now beg leave to call your attention to the relations exist- 
ing between two tribes of Indians within our own limits, the 
Tonkahua and Lipan tribes. They are in amity with us, and, 
on all occasions, have been willing to unite in prosecuting 
the war against the Comanches, our common cemy. The cir- 
cumstances in which they are placed,are not only inconvenient 
to them, but burthensome tous. Experience has proven, from 
the earliest settlement of this continent, that the association of 
the aborigines (Indians) with the Anglo-Americans has, in- 
stead of improving them, uniformly led to their degeneration 
and corruption. With a knowledge of this fact, we should, 
as far as practicable guard against the degeneracy and corrup- 
tion of men, who have been, and are still, useful tous. Inde- 
pendent of the policy, humanity demands it at our hands. I 
would, therefore, suggest, for your consideration, the proprie- 
ty of appropriating for their use, a portion of our unsettled do-, 
main, with agents, under legislative checks, to attend to their 
wants, and to facilitate their limited commerce. 

I take the liberty, in connection with this communication, 
to report your letter of date, April 14th, 1840, addressed to the 
authorities and people of the province of Santa Fé. Aware of 
the importance of this subject, in a national point of view, and 
knowing the early period at which your mind has been direct- 
ed to it, [am constrained, by a sense of duty, to submit such 
remarks as present themselves to my mind at present. 

This branch of trade is vastly important to our country.— 
The specie medium, by which it is carried on, renders 1t more 
valuable than any other commercial operation connected with 
us. When we estimate the geographical advantages of our 
ports of entry, for the accommodation of this most lucrative 
branch of trade, we cannot but be struck with the propriety 
of giving it an Immediate diversion through its proper chan- 
nel. The trade of Santa Fé is at present monopolized by the 
merchants of the United States, and prosecuted by them at à 
cost and hazard almost incalculable. Notwithstanding this 
fact the profits attending it are immense. ‘I'he articles of mer- 
chandize employed, amounting to between four and five nul- 
lions of dollars annually, are purchased principally in the city 
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of Philadelphia. They are taken from thence, by waggons or 
canal-boats, to Pittsburg on the Ohio River, there placed in 
g tea m-boats to travel down the Ohio to its mouth, thence 
down the Mississippi to the junction of the Arkansas or Mis- 
souri Rivers, thence up said rivers to the nearest point of land 
communication with Santa Fé, which nearest point is up- 
wards of one thousand miles, by an almost impracticable road, 
and indeed deficient in water, during the summer months, 
the only season in which the journey can be made with toler- 
able eomfort. 

The trade, after taking this circuitous route, concentrates 
at Santa Fé, the first and only place on the whole route of 
more than one thousand miles by land, where the merchan- 
dize can either be exchanged or vended. The United States’ 
traders there dispose of their goods, and the merchants of that 
place, after paying the ordinary profits to the traders of -Ar- 
kansas and Missouri, supply the interior towns ofthe Northern 
„Mexican States, which interior towns are 1n a direct line of 
communication between our coast and Santa Fé. The dis- 
tance of our ports of entry, on. our Western bays,—say Mata- 
gorda or ÁranSas,—to Santa Fé, does not extend eight bhun- 
dred miles, through a fine grazing and well-watered country, 
matters of the first importance to Mexican traders. ‘These 
views and matters of fact are stated with the hope, that you 
willsucceed'in your plans, for the diverson of this important 
branch of commerce to our coast. The cost attending this 
communication, opening the road and giving full protection 
on the route, will be found hght, when placed in the balance 
against its advantages. Add to these considerations the fact, 
that debentured goods can be purchased in the Island of 
Cuba almost as cheap as in European markets, the cost on 
debentured aiüeles in the ports of that Island being only one 
per centum ad valorem. 

Merchandize, purchased in any port in Cuba, can be ship- 
ped to Galveston, Matagorda or Aransas, at lower rates than 
to any Eastern, Northern or middle ports of the Atlantic.— 
This circumstance, of itself, independent of the advantages 
we possess in land-carriage, ought to give us a monopoly of 
the interior Mexican trade. We are now engaged with five 


companies of regulars, in the construction of the National 
P 
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Road, authorized by the Act of 1838. These companies are 
under the command of the Colonel of the Regiment, aided by 
an able Engineer, as the law directs. It will commence on 
the Western bank of the Red River and extend to the Presidio 
crossing of the Nueces. This road, extended to Santa Fé, 
would make the distance from the latter place to this city, 
(Austin,) not more than six hundred miles. This work ac- 
complished, the commereial advantages accruing fo oür coun- 
try would be incalculable. J therefore earnestly trust, that 
your efforts will be continued to the consummation of a de- 
sign so important to the nation. 

Permit me now to call the attention of your Excellency to 
the Act, approved 3d February, 1840, making appropriations 
for the current year. ‘The first section of said Act makes an 
appropriation of ninety-three thousand three hundred and 
sevénty-four dollars, ($93,374,) for the support of the First 
Regiment of Cavalry, with the addition of four companies to 
the Regiment. The fourth and last section directs “ that 
nothing in the Act shall be so construed as to authorize the 
raising and equipping, paying or subsisting any Regiment or 
Corps of Cavalry, authorized to be raised by any former Act 
of Congress.” ‘The Ordnance Department and Medical Staff 
were, I have no doubt, inadvertantly omitted in the Appropri- 
ation Bill. An Ordnance Department is indispensable to a 
nation involved in war. A Medical Staff would lessen very 
greatly the cost of attendance on the sick and wounded of our 
army. 

Much as we may be opposed to the expense of an army, ne- 
cessary to the defence of our extended frontier, it is an evil in- 
cident to war, over which we have no control. Surrounded as 
we are by enemies, who have heretofore, ànd can now select 
their time for attack upon any and every unprotected point 
throughout the line of this vast frontier, the fifteen companies 
proposed to be raised, adequately provided for, would, (in my 
judgment,) be équal to our defence between the Nueces and 
Red River, the most exposed and vulnerable frontier within 
our limits. 

The experience of the world has proven conclusively, that 
organization and system, are necessary to the successful opera- 
tion of all human institutions: without them, disorder and anar- 
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chy must necessarily result. Even in times of peace, those who 

claim to be nations, have a well-organized army as a nucleus 

on which to form for grand defence in the event of war, to 
' which all are exposed. How much more necessary then is it, 
for a nation who has war upon her, to provide a well organ- 
ized army ? Without such provision, she would lose the at- 
tributes of a nation, and present to the world a regular anom- 
aly, a nation at war without an army. If organization, then, 
is necessary, should we not make it as perfect as the experience 
of the civilized world will enableus? The system of the 
United States has been adopted by us—we have attempted no 
improvement on her plan, or can we limit it, without detri- 
ment to the service. 1 trust, therefore, no innovations will be 
made, as it has already cost much labor and difficulty to intro- 
duce this wholesome and well-timed organization into our 
army. 

However highly the militia of our country may be estimated, 
there is no man more willing than myself to award to them 
the highest praise: they have achieved our independence: 
they are the guardians of our rights, and are now the bulwarks 
of our liberties; but I must be permitted to regard them in a 
more enviable and elevated relation to their country. They 
furnish the sinews of war: they are the sources of our wealth, 
and without the proceeds of their peaceful exertions, we must 
cease to exist as a nation. For war, of whatever character it 
be, cannot be successfully prosecuted without money.— 
Through whatever medium we may contemplate the defence, 
necessary for our country, in her present circumstances, we 
cannot fail to come to the conclusion, that a well organized 
regular army combines convenience, economy and efficiency, 
and is, therefore, the mode of defence we should adopt. By- 
such an arrangement, we will keep in check our minor ene- 
mies, and, in great emergencies, afford a, rallying point, (duly 
organized,) for the militia, the bone and sinew of the nation.— 
They should not be withdrawn from their peaceful pursuits on 
any other than emergent cases. 
|. ‘he construction of military and commercial roads, com- 
 mensurate with the extension of our frontier, are works of 
the first necessity. This work can be accomplished by our 


regular troops on the plan already commenced. An eligible 
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military road has been opened between the Seat of Government 
and the town of Bexar, with a eompany stationed about mid- 
way on said road, giving full protection to the transportation 
of military stores, or commercial intercourse. The National 
Road from Red River to this place will be completed in the 
course of the present year. ‘The relative cost of militia and 
regular service will be clearly seen, in the report of the Pay 
Department, herewith communicated, (No. 5.) 

When the disbursements of this Department are fairly esti- 
mated it will be found to have exercised the most rigid econo- 
my; but when estimated by a currency fluctuating between 
eighty and eighty-four per cent. discount, the amount in dol- 
Jars and cents would seem to be a prodigal waste of public 
treasure ; this has been our misfortune, not our fault, for we 
could have no agency in regulating the value of our currency. 
The amount drawn for, by the attached Bureaux, will be seen 
by reference to the Returns of the First Auditor, marked 
No. 6. 

Connected with this Report, will be found the detailed Re- 
ports of heads of Bureaux, connected with this Department, 
marked as follows:—The Adjutant and Inspector-Generals’ 
Report, No.1; the Quarter-Master-General, No. 2; the Com- 
missary-General, No. 3; Ordnance Department, No. 4; Pay 
Department, No. 5; Returns of First Auditor, No. 6. 

The returns of military commandants, made a part of this 
report, will be found marked from letter A to O ; all of which 
is most respectfully submitted, 

By your obedient servant, 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 


DOCUMENT A. 


Engagement with Indians on the 24th Oct., 1839,—Capi, 
George T. Howard's Command. 


, Forr BURLESON, i? 
October 29, 1839. à 
To the Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War: 

Sir :—I have the honor to report, that, on the morning of 
the 24th inst., between the Gabriel and Little River Forts, as 
I was riding, accompanied by one of my command, about a 
quarter of a mile in advance of the waggons and their guard, I 
discovered a number of Indians at a distance, and leaving the 
man to watch their movements and endeavor to ascertain their 
numbers, I joined my company to put them in a position for 
attack or defence, as circumstances might require. 

The scout came in and reported about one hundred and 
forty Indians. I then took a position in an island of timber, 
forming a breast-work with waggons, which 1 had barely com- 
pleted when the enemy came upon us. There were from fif- 
teen to twenty riding around, and, as I thought, endeavoring 
to draw me from my position, Finding that impossible, they 
drew off to a point of timber, about two hundred and fifty 
yards distant. i 

In order to ascertain their numbers with more certainty, I 
mounted and rode up in their direction, when they withdrew 
into the prairie. «As I found that their force did not exceed 
twenty, and some of them had previously rode off in a differ- 
ent direction, (probably to obtain reinforggments,) 1 took up 
the line of march for the Falls. After instructing Capt. Moore 
and Lieut. Lewis that I would endeavor to provoke them to 
an attack, and to hold themselves in readiness, I, being the best 
mounted, pursued the Indians alone. On reaching the sum- 
mit of a hill in the prairie, I discovered them in advance.— 
‘They immediately turned and gave chase, hoping to cut me 
off, before I could reach my force. Iled them back towards 
the waggons, and on their arriving within about two hundred 
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yards, Lieut. Lewis and twelve men met me. We then 
charged ;hem (leaving Capt. Moore and the balance of the 
men tz guard the waggons,) and a skirmish ensued, which last- 
ed about fifteen minutes, when they retreated, leaving three 
men and three horses dead upon the field, besides several who 
rode off, evidently wounded. ‘The state of our horses was 
such, that 1 could not pursue them, as they were mostly 
mounted on fine American horses; and having seen a very 
large trail near Brushy the day before, I thought 1t most pru- 
dent to proceed on my route. 

We sustained no injury, with the exception of one horse, 

which was wounded and left behind. 
. larrived here on Manday, the 28th, without further inter- 
ruption ; but from the various trails and signs, I am convinced 
there is a large foree hovering about the road from this place 
to Austin. 

Believing the guard that come with the waggons not suffi- 
cient, I have ordered Lieut. Carson, with thirteen men, to 
accompany Lieut. Lewis. Lieut. Alexander and several of 
the men are down with the fever. There is no Surgeon with- 
in seventy miles of the post. No medicines on hand. 

I have the honor fo be, very respectfuly, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE T. HOWARD, 
‘ Capt. Commanding post. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Col. Edward Burleson's Engagement with the Cherokees, 
Dee. 25th, 1839. 


Camp LYNCH, 
December 26th, 1839. 


Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War: 
S1& :—1 have the honor to report to you the result of an 
engagement had with a party of Cherokee Indians, headed by 
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their Chiefs, “ Egg” and * John Bowles,” about three miles 
below the mouth of the San Saba River. 

On the evening of the 23d inst, when about twenty-five 
miles from Pecan Bayou, our scouts having reported the dis- 
covery of a large trail of horses and cattle, bearing south to- 
wards the Colorado, on the following day I changed my 
course, and marched in the direction of the-trail, keeping the 
scouts in advance. o7 

Early on the morning of the 25th, the scouts returned, and 
reported the discovery of an éncampment of Indians on the 
west bank of the Colorado, about twelve miles distant. Fear- 
ing that if I waited to surprise them, under cover ofthe night, . 
our position might be discovered during the day by some of 
their scouts or hunters, I ordered the troops to prepare imme- 
diately for action, and took up the line of march about nine 
o'elock, A. M. 

In consequence of the difficulty of approaching the encamp- 
ment, undiscovered, considerable precautien and circumspec- 
tioj (ds necessary. We, however, succeeded in crossing the 
river, a short distance above them, and arrived within a few 
hundred yards of their encampment, where we were met by one 
oftheir party, evidently sent out with the design of parleying 
with, and detaining us, until they could prepare for battle or 
flight. It was not my intention to fire upon them, could they 
have been induced to surrender; but perceiving their messen- 
gertaken into eustody, they commenced a brisk fire from a 
creek or ravine, in the rear of their encampment, which was 
immediately returned by (B) company, under Capt. Clendenin, 
which was formed under cover of some trees and fallen timber, 
while the rest of the command filed to the right, in order to 
flank their left, or surround them. ‘Before this could be exe- 
cuted, they took to flight, being charged by our advance, and 
a running fight ensued for about two miles, our whole force 
closely pursuing. 

Favored by the situation of the country—a rocky and pre- 
cipitous ravine and dense cedar-brake—the most of their war- 
riors succeeded in making their escape, leaving six dead upon 
the field. f 

The whole of their camp-equippage, horses and cattle, one 
man, five women and nineteen children fell into our hands.— 
Among the prisoners are the mother, three childien and two 
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sisters of John Bowles. “ Egg” is reported, by the prisoners, 
to have beeen killed in theaction. Our loss is, one killed and 
ene 'T'onkahua wounded. 

We have to regret the loss of our gallant comrade, Captain 
Lynch, of the volunteers, who was killed in the commence- 
ment of the action, while charging amongst the foremost in 
the advance. He was shot in the breast, and expired almost 
instantaneously. 

In praise of the officers and men, who were engaged in this 
short but decisive affair, I cannot say too much. Hach ap- 
peared anxious and determined to do his duty, and I feel gra- 
tified in being thus enabled to bear testimony to their gallant 
conduct. 

The Lipan and Tonkahua Indians have also performed their 
duty with fidelity as scouts, and with bravery in the field. 

The number of Cherokees engaged in this affair I have 
not been able to ascertain with any degree of correctness. 

The prisoners, and papers fonnd with them I send, under 
charge of Lieut. Moran, and a sufficient guard, to Austin. 

To-morrow morning [shall take up the line of march for 
Pecan Bayou, twelve or fifteen miles distant, and scour the 
country, on both sides of that stream, to the forks ; from thence 
I shall proceed to the Brazos. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, ° 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Inft. 
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Detailed Report of Col. Edward Burlesons Winter Cam- 
paign against the Comanches. 


HEAD-QUARTERS, 
Camp Caldwell, 14th Jan., 1840. i 
Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War : 
Srp :—In pursuance to your order of the 11th ult., I opened 
the campaign against the Comanches and other hostile tribes 
of Indians with a force, consisting of four companies of the 


mm... 


j28 


4 


2 


first regiment of infantry, and a few mounted volunteers under 
the charge of Capt. Caldwell. On the 16th December the 
battalion under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher 
and Major Wyatt, took up the line of march, and proceeded 
north towards the San Gabriel, six miles distant, and encamp- 
ed for the night: 

On the 17th, battalion moved up the San Gabriel, in a 
N. W. direction—distance twelve miles. l ~ 

18th.—HMoved in a N. W. direction, and encamped on the 
sources of the same stream—miarch, fifteen miles. 

19th.—Proceeded this day in the same direction eight miles, 
at which camp I came up with and joined the battalion. * 

20th.— Moved on to the N. W., and encamped on the Lam- 
paces—march, eighteen miles. ; 

21st.—Continued our course, and encamped on another 
branch of the Lampaces—march, eighteen miles. 

22d.—Continued on our course about eight miles, and en- 
camped for the purpose of affording our spies an opportunity 
of reporting. 

23d.—Moved on in the same general direction. The spies 
returned through the day-and reported, having made a disco- 
very of some fresh sign, a short distance from us. Eincamped 
for the night, having marched eight miles. 

24th.—This day moved the command east about two miles 
to avoid discovery, and remained until the spies could make a 
thorough examination. About twelve miles the spies came in 
and reported, having found an Indian camp on the Colorado, 
about nine miles distant. Upon this information I made a 
movement, about three o'clock, P. M., in the direction of the 
camp, so as to enable me to reach and surprise it during the 
mght. Having marched some six miles, and arrived, as I was 
led to believe, within a few miles of the enemy, I halted the 
troops, and sent the spies on, in advance, for the purpose of 
discovering the position of their camp. i remained, resting 
on our arms, until one o'clock at night, when the spies rom- 
ing in, reported they were unable to find the enemy. Iim- 
mediately, however, despatched other spies, with orders to` 
search out their camp and report to me as early as possible.— 
At eight o’clock in the morning the spies returned and gave 
information of having found the camp about six miles distant, 
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on the west side of the Colorade. Upon marching the dis- 
tance, we found it to be about twelve. 

2oth.—The particulars of our march and operations against 
the Cherokee camp, E have had the honor to give you in my 
official report of the 26th ult. 

26th.—Through the best interpreters I had, having come 
to the conclusion, that, under the circumstances, from his own 
assertions, and the great anxiety manifested by the squaws, 
the old Cherokee, whom we had taken prisoner on the pre- 
vious day, could probably induce the remaining portion of 
this party to come in and surrender themselves up as prison- 
ers of war, upon terms offered, I ordered him to be liberated, 
and, furnishing him with a horse, suffered him to leave for 
that purpose. 

A portion of this day was occupied in paying the last ho- 
nors to the remains of our comrade aud friend, Capt. Lynch. 
He was interred with the honors of war, and received the at- 
tention due to a gallant soldier. 

27th.—The old Cherokee Indian having failed to come in, 
according to promise, the prisoners were sent to Austin, under 
a guard, and we took up the line of march for Pecan Bayou, 
at three o'clock, P. M., marching four miles. 

28th.—Marched to Pecan Bayou. On arriving near that 
River, we discovered two Indians making offfrom us. The 
Toukahuas, setting up a cry of Comanches, commenced. the 
chase. Captain Caldwell and the mounted men pursued them 
about two miles, when their camp was found, which the In- 
dians had passed, leaving three horses, their camp-equippage, 
some skins and valuable furs, all of which bore testimony ot; 
their being Shawnee Indians. We camped near the junction: 
of this river with the Colorado, and remained until the 1st 
January. I despatched spies from this place across the San 
Saba about twenty-five miles, which was about forty miles 
above its mouth, sending others at the same time about the 
same distance up the Colorado and Pecan Bayou. Having 
made bui little discovery of Indian sign, I proceeded east to- 
wards the Brazos, and crossing a chain of mountains dividing 
the Colorado and Brazos waters, encamped on the 3d on the 
Leon, one of the forks of Little River. 

On the meht of the 3d Doctor Booker and Captain January 
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having been in advance during the day, reported the discove- 
ry of a party of twenty-five or thirty Indians a few miles from 
camp. 

Barly on the morning of the 4th I despatched Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fisher and Major Wyatt, with all the mounted men 
we could raise, in search of them. I proceeded lower down. 
the stream about six miles aud encamped, awaiting ther ré 
port. The Tonkahuas joined me at this camp, and reported 
having found the bodies of two men, murdered by the Coman- 
ches, who had deserted the command a few days before, 
which we found to be true. They reported also having seen 
alarge force of ninety or one hundred Indians near the party 
under Col. Fisher. instantly marched to the ground indi- 
cated, but the enemy had disappeared, and the mounted party 
were returning to camp in another direction. 

This party, when about five miles from our main force, 
iscovered about an equal number of Comanches, and in- 
tantly charged upon them. The enemy fled and were 
hased for three miles as rapidly as the weak condition of our 
orses would permit. They, however, escaped into the 
ountains and no further pursuit was attempted. Having 
ortified our camp at this place, and leaving a guard under 
leut, Lewis, I proceeded with our main force on the morning 
fthe 6th, in pursuit ofthe enemy. Some ten miles distant E 
ound a large trail, leading south, made by four or five hun- 
red mules and horses ; and at the same time discovered ex- 
ensive fires in the direction of the Upper Brazos. We follow- 
d the trail, however, to their camp, which they had abandon- _ 
din the greatest confusion and haste. The Lipans and 
onkahuas say they have fled to the Upper Brazos, and from 
very appearance, there appears to be little doubt of the faet. 
To have pursued them further, I conceive, would have been 
together fruitless; and as our provisions were growing 
mewhat short, our men fatigued and our mules and horses 
uch jaded, I have thought it prudent and proper to close the 
mpaign for the winter. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Inft. 
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DOCUMENT ©. 


Colonel Edward Burleson’s Report of the Destruction of a 
Shawnee Village, on Pecan Bayou, Dec. 31st, 1839. 


Came SHAWNEE, 
Pecan Bayou, 3ist Dec. 1839. 


Hon. A. SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of War : 

Sır :—TI have the honor to inform you of my arrival at this 
encampment. My spies diseovered two Indians running. I 
happened to be near myself, at the time, and ordered them 

ursued, which was done immediately by Capt. Caldwell and 
those mounted on the best horses, for about two miles, when 
they came to their encampment, and, from their equippage, 
evidently were Shawnees. They ran off, left everything they 
had, together with three horses, and I have not been able to 
find them since. 

My scouts have returned this evening from a scouling ex- 
eursion of two days, from the San Saba and up the Colorado, 
and made no discovery that will authorize proceeding further. 
I shall therefore take up the line of march to-morrow morning 
in the direction of the Brazos, and shall lose no time in ae 
complishing my expedition, contemplated by your order. 

Ihave the honor to be, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD BURLESON, 
Col. Commanding First Regt. Ift. 


z 183 


DOCUMENT D. 


Letter from Colonel Karnes, communicating the wish of 
the Comanches to treat, January 10, 1849. -~ 


d. 


: Bexar, January 10, 1840. 


To the Secretary of the War Department : 

ESTEEMED SIR :—On yesterday evening three Comanches 
entered this city, bringing with them a Mexican captive.— 
They were hailed on entering the suburbs and cried out loudly 
for me. On being introduced into'my presence, the most dis- 
tinguished amongst them,—who appeared to be a Priest,— 
stated that he was deputed by his nation to solicit a peace.— 
He further states, that eighteen days since, his tribe, in a gener- 
al council, elected a distinguished Chief to treat with the Tex- 
1ans, who will visit the settlements on his return, should his 
report be favorable to him. He says that the nation will accept 
of peace on any terms, being sensible of their inability to con- 
tend with the 'l'exian forces. 

As an evidence of the amicable disposition of his tribe to- 
wards the Republic, he stated that they refused to treat with 
the Cherokees, who solicited them, with large presents, to enter 
into a war against the Republic. They also rejected the offers 
of the Centralists, who have emissaries among them, striv- 
ing to stir up a general war against us. 

These statements may be true, but their known treachery 
and duplicity induces me to put but little faith in them. On 
mature reflection, I concluded to treat them well, and dismiss 
them with presents, their number being too inconsiderable to 
think of retaining them as hostages. 1 told him that the Go- 
vernment would not enter into any treaty without the release 
of the American captives, and the restoration of all stolen pro- 
perty, besides giving guaranties that future depredators on our 
property should be delivered up for punishment. This, ac- 
cording to his representation, his tribe agreed to do, in general 
council, before he left them. So understanding matters, I re- 
quested him to return and bring in the principal Chiefs with 
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a large number of the tribe, for the purpose of entering into 
stipulations preparatory to a treaty. This he promised to do, 
and says that they will be in San Antonio in twenty or thirty 
days from the above date. : 

1 would suggest, with due deference to your superior judg- 
ment, the propriety of selecting immediately one or two com- 
missioners to meet them here. They should be accompanied 
by a force sufficient to justify our seizing and retaining those 
who may come in as hostages for the delivery of such Ameri- 
can captives as may at this time be among them, 

Indispensable business, in New-Orleans, forbids my acting in 
this business, but I would suggest the selection of men who 
will act with the utmost promptitude. 

i Respectfully, i 
.  H. W. KARNES. 


————— 


DOCUMENT E. 


Instructions to Lieutenant-Colonel William S. Fisher, 
relative to a talk with the Comanches, January 30, 1840. 


War DEPARTMENT, ? 
= | City of Austin, Jan. 30th, 1840. 4 


" 


Lieut.-Col. Wxrrraw S. FISHER, 
Commanding First Regt. Inft. : 
Sır :—Information has been communicated to this Depart- 
ment, by Col. H. W. Karnes, that on the 9th inst., a deputation 
from the Comanches arrived at San Antonio, and stated that 
they had been empowered to solicit peace. ‘They said the 
Comanches had resolved on this, in general council, and had 
also expressed a determination to release their American cap- 
tives, and restore all stolen property, if a treaty could be effect- 
ed. They also said that in thirty days, at the farthest, they 
would bring in the principal Chief to make all the arrange- 
ments. 
If they come in aecording to their agreement, bringing with 
them the captives, and deliver them. up, such voluntary re- 
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lease of their prisoners, will be regarded as an evidence of their 
sincere desire for peace, and they will therefore be received 
with kindness, and permitted to depart without molestation. 

You will state to them, that this Government assumes the 
right, with regard to all Indian tribes residing within the 
limits of the Republic, to dictate the conditions of such resi- 
dence, and that their own happiness depends on their good or 
bad conduct towards our citizens : that their remaining within 
such limits as may be provided, and an entire abstinence from 
acts of hostility or annoyance to the inhabitants of the frontier 
are the only conditions for the privilege of. occupancy that the 
Government believes it is, at this time, necessary to impose : 
that the observance of these conditions will secure to them the 
peace they profess to seek. You will ‘further say, that, un- 
der the sanction of the law, our citizéns have a right to occupy 
any vacant Jands of the Government, and that they must not 
be interfered with by the ‚Comanches. 

To prevent any further difficulty between our people and 
theirs, they must be made clearly to understand that they are 
prohibited from entering our settlements. 

Should the Comanches come in without bringing with them 
the prisoners, as it is understood they have agreed to do, you 
will detain them, Some of their number will be despatched 
as messengers to the tribe, to inform them that those retained 
will be held as hostages until the prisoners are delivered up, 
when the hostages will be released. a 

It has been usual, heretofore, to give presents ; for the future, 
such custom will be dispensed with. 

You will designate, and take command of three companies of 
the Ist regiment, who will be immediately marched to San 
Antonio. On your arrival, you will occupy such position in 
the ne hborhood of that place, as will enable you most fully 
to carry into effect the foregoing orders. 

The Quarter-Master’s and Commissary’s Departments will 
furnish the necessary transportation and subsistence. 

A, SIDNEY JOHNSTON, 
Secretary of Wer. 
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DOCUMENT F. 


Letter from Col. Hugh McLeod, communicating the defeat 
of the Comanches at San Antonio, March 20, 1840. 


SAN ÁNTONIO, 
March 20, 1840. 


To His Excellency, MigABEAU B. Lamar: 

Sır :—Ün yesterday morning, the 19th inst, two runners 
came into town and announced the arrival of the Comanches, 
who, about a month since, held a talk at this place, and pro- 
mised to bring in the Texian piisoners in their camp. The 
party consisted of sixty-five—men, women and children.— 
The runners also informed us, that they had with them but 
one prisoner, (the daughter of Mr. Lockhart.) 

They came to town. The little girl was very intelligent, 
and told us that she had seen several of the other prisoners, 
at the principal camp a few days before she left ; and that they 
brought her in, to see if they could get a high price for her ; 
and if so, intended to bring in the rest, one ata time. 

Having ascertained this, it became necessary to execute 
your orders and take hostages for the safe return of our own 
people; and the order was accordingly given by Col. William 
G. Cooke, Acting Secretary of War. 

Lieut.-Col. Fisher, first infantry, was ordered to march up 
two companies of his command, and post them iu the imme- 
diate vicinity of the council-room. The Chiefs were then 
called together, and were asked: - f 

Where are the prisoners you promised to bring in to this 
talk?” - 

Muke-war-rah, the Chief who held the last talk with us, 
and made the promise, replied: * We have brought in the 
only one we had ; the others are with other tribes." 

À pause ensued, because, as this answer was a palpable lie, 
and a direct violation of their pledge, solemnly given scarcely 
a month since, we had the only alternative left us. He ob- 
served this pause, and asked quickly : 

* How do you like the answer ?" 
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The order was now given to march one company into the 
couneil-room, and the other in the rear of the building, where 
the warriors were assembled. During the execution of this 
order. the talk was re-opened, and the terms of a treaty, direct- 
ed by your Excellency to be made with them, in ease the 
prisoners were restored, were discussed ; and they were told 
‘the treaty would be made, when they brought in the prison- 
ers, ‘They acknowledged that they had violated all their pre- 
vious treaties, and yet tauntingly demanded that new confi- 
dence should be reposed in another promise to bring in the 
prisoners. E 

The troops being now posted, the Chiefs and Captains were 
told that they were our prisoners, and gue be kept as host- 


ages for the safety of our people, then "In their hands; and’ 


they might send their young men to the tribe, and as soon as 
our friends were restored, they should be liberated. 
Captain Howard, whose company was stationed in the 
council-house, posted sentinels at the doors, and drew up his 
‘men across the room. We told the Chiefs, that the soldiers 
they saw were their guards, and descended from the platform. 
The Chiefs immediately followed. One sprang to the back 
' door, and axtempted to pass the sentmel, who presented his 
musket, when the Chief drew his knife and stabbed him. A 
rush was then made to the door. Captain Howard collared 
one of them and received a severe stab from him in the side. 


He ordered the sentinel to fire upon him, which he immedi- : 


ately did, and the Indian fell dead. "They now all drew their 
knives and bows, and evidently resolved to fight to the last. 
Colonel Fisher ordered, “ fire, if they do not desist.” The 


Indians rushed on, attacked us desperately, and a general or- ' 


der to fire became necessary. "The Chiefs in the .council- 
house, twelve in number, weré immediately shot. 

The council-house being cleared, Captain Howard was or- 
dered to form in front, to receive any who might attempt to 
retreat in that direction. He was subsequently relieved of 

` command, in consequence of the severity of his wound, by 
Captain Gillen, who commanded the company during the rest 
of the action. 

Captain Redd, whose company was formed in rear of the 
council-house, was attacked by the warriors in the yard, who 
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fought with desperation. ‘They were repulsed, and driver 
into the stone houses, from which they kept up a galling fire 
with their bows and a few rifles. Their arrows, when they 
struck, were driven to the feather. 

A small party succeeded in breaking through, and gained 
the opposite bank of the river, but were pursued by’ Colonel 
Wells, with a party of mounted men, and all killed but one. 
(a renegade Mexican.) 

A single warrior, who threw himself into a very strong 
stone house, refused every offer of his life, sent to him through 
the squaws, and after killing and wounding several of our 
men, was forced out by fire, late at night, and fell as he passed. 
the door. E 

In a mêlée action, and so unexpected, 1t was impossible to 
discriminate between the sexes, so similar in dress; and 
several women were shot. But when discovered, all were 
spared, and twenty-nine women and children remain our pris- 
oners. 

Our loss was as follows : 

Killed—Lieut. W. M. Dunnington, First Infantry ; private 
Kaminské, of (A) company; private Whitney, of (E) company; 
Judge Thompson, of Houston ; Judge Hood, of Bexar ; Mr. 
Casey, of Matagorda county, and a Mexican, name unknown. 
Total killed, seven. 

List of Wounded.—Oapt. George T. Howard, Capt. 
Mathew Caldwell, Lieut. Edward A. Thompson, First In- 
fantry ; private Kelly, company (1); Judge Robinson; Mr. 
ci on ; Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Carson. Total wound- 
ed, eight. i 

Caan Howard, Lieut. Thompson and private Kelly very 
severely. 7 

The loss of the enemy was total, with the exception of the 
renegade Mexican, above mentioned, thirty-five killed, includ- 
ing three women and two children, and twenty-seven women 
and children, and two old men captured. The Mexican was al- 
lowed to leave the quarters, and his departure was unobserved. 

The regular troops did their duty, and the citizens rallied 
io our aid as soon as the firing was heard. 

Upwards of a hundred horses, and a large quantity of buf- 
falo-robes and peltries were taken. 
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At the request of all the prisoners, a squaw has been liber- 
ated, and well mounted, to go to the main tribe, and tell them 
we are willing to exchange prisoners. She promises to re-, 
türn in four days, with our captive friends; and Col. Cooke 
and myself will wait here until her return. 

This communication is made at your request, to give you 
correct and early information, and is not designed to: super- 
sede the regular report of the commanding officer, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Fisher, to the War Department. 

I have the honor to be, with high respect, 
Your obedient servant, os 
[Signed] H. McLEOD, 
Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


DOCUMENT G. 


Letter from M. Arbuckle, Brev't-Brig.- Gen U. S. A., re- 
lative to Cherokee Prisoners. Fort Gibson, April 28th, 
1840. 


Heap QUARTERS, 2p Dep’t, Western Division, ? 
Fort Gibson, April 28th, 1840, Y 


To His Excellency MinABEAU B. Lamar, 
President of Texas, City of Austin: 

Srg:—1 was requested by a Cherokee Council, assembled 
at this Post of late, to assure you of their desire that the whole 
of their people now in ‘Texas, should immediately return to 
their Nation, and thereafter remain in their own country. 

I have no doubt the Cherokee People are sincere in the wish 
they have expressed on this subject; and as many of their 
people that formerly lived in 'l'exas, have returned of late, 
they hope that the time is not distant when their wishes will 
be fully accomplished. Under such circumstances, they hope 
your Government will not desire to detain any of their people 
in Texas. 4 
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With respect to the wish of the Cherokee Nation, in relation 
to some of their people now in Texas, I regard it proper to sa- 
sure you that, if such of them as may be prisoners, are conveyed 
out of Texas in the diection of Fort Towson, that the Com- 
manding Officer of that Post will be instructed to issue such 
quantity of provisions to them as may be necessary to enable 
them to return to their Nation. : 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. ARBUCKLE, 
Brev't-Brig’r-Gen'l U. S. A. 
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DOCUMENT H. 


Letter to M. Arbuckle, Brovt-Brig.- Genl U. S. A, relative 
to Cherokee Prisoners. June 11th, 1840. 


Wan DEPARTMENT, ? 
City of Austin, June 11th, 1840. | 


Brevet-Brigadier- General M. ArBUCKLE, U. S. A.: 

Six:—Yon will please accept the thanks of his Excellency B 
the President, and of this Department, for your communica- | 
tion of date, “ Fort Gibson, April 28th, 1840.” 

We have suffered, and are still suffering most serious in- 
jury from the intrusive advances of the Cherokee Indians | 
within the limits of our jurisdiction and territory. 

The position in which we stand with the Cherokee people, 
within our limits, is hostile: we should therefore be greatly 
pleased to see them return to their legitimate home, and again 
united with their own people in the United States. 

The Cherokee Prisoners have been despatched to the Post B 
most convenient to your command. An attempt to send them M 
to Fort Towson would have been no less hazardous to them $ 
than to their escort: our prisoners being exclusively women fi 
and children. | 


* 
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We trust that, in thirty days from this date, they will be at 

Fort Jessup. 
{ have the honor to be, with great respect, 
; ‘Your obedient servant, 
B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 
By order of his Excellency the President. ro 


DOCUMENT I. 


Maj. Gen'l Feliz Huston’s Report of Plum Creek Battle. 
^ August 12th, 1840. 


On Pruw CREEK, FIVE MILES WEST OF Goop’s, 
August 12th, 1840. 


To the Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War : 

larrived on yesterday evening, and found Capt. Caldwell 
encamped on Plum Creek, with about 100 men. 

"This morning I was requested to take the command, which 
{ did, with the consent of the men. I organized them into 
companies, under the command of Captains Caldwell, Bird, 

_and Ward. 

About 6 o'clock, a. m., the Spies reported that the Indians 
were approaching Plum Creek. I crossed above the trail 
about three miles, and passed down on the west side. On 
arriving near the trail, I was joined by Col. Burleson, with 
about 100 men, under the command of Col. Jones, Lieut.-Col. 
Wallace, and Maj. Hardiman. I ummediately formed into two 
Ines, the right commanded by Col. Burleson, and the left com- 
manded by Capt. Caldwell, with a reserve commanded by 
Maj. Hardiman, with Capt. Ward’s company. On advancing 
near the Indians, they formed for action, with a point of woods 
on their right (which they oceupied); their lines extending 
nearly a quarter of a mile into the prairie. I dismounted the 
men, and a random fire was opened, the Indian Chiefs cur- 
vetting around in splendid style on front and flank, finely 
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mounted, and dressed in all the splendor of Comanche war- 
fare. At this time several Indians fell from their horses, and 
we had three or four men wounded. Finding that the Indi- 
ans were disposed to keep at a distance, and that a large body 
were assembled in the woods, L ordered Cal. Burleson with the 
right wing to move around the point of woods, and Captain 
Caldwell with the left wing to charge into the woods, which 
movements were executed in gallant style. The Indians did 
not stand the charge, and fled at all points. From that time 
there was a warm and spirited pursnit for fifteen miles. The 
Indians scattered, mostly abandoning their horses, and taking 
to the thickets. 

Nothing could exceed the animation of the men, and the 
&00l and steady manner in which they would dismount and 
deliver their fire. Upwards of forty Indians were killed, two 
prisoners (a squaw and child) taken, and we have taken up- 
wards of two hundred horses and mules, many of them heavy 
packed with the ptunder of Linnville and the lower country. 
‘There is still a large amount of goods, horses and mules, which 
are not gathered in. Of the captives taken by the Indians 
below,we have been only able to re-take one, (Mrs. Wattsof Linn- 
ville,) and she was wounded by the Indians with an arrow 
when they fled. Mrs. Crosby was speared, and we understood 
that all the others were killed. We have lost one killed and 
seven wounded—one mortally. 

I cannot speak too highly of the Colorado, Guadalupe and 
La Vaca Militia, assembled so hastily together, and without 
organization. 

I was assisted by Maj. Izod, Col. Bell, Capt. Howard and 
Capt. Neill, as volunteer Aids; all of whom rendered essen- 
tial service. l 

Col. Burleson acted with that cool, deliberate and prompt 
courage and conduct which he has so often and gallantly dis- 
played in almost every Indian and Mexican battle since the 
war eommenced. Capt. Caldwell, also a tried Indian fighter, 
led on his wing to the charge with a bold front and cheerful 
heart. Col. Jones, Lieut.-Col. Wallace, Maj. Hardiman, and 
each of the Captains commanding companies, acted with the 
utmost courage and firmness. 

To conclude, I believe we have given the Comanches a les- 
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M son which they will long remember. Near four hundred of 
| their bravest warriors have been defeated by half their num- 


| ber; and I hope and trust that this will be the last of their 
| depredations on our frontier. 


i On to-morrow I contemplate embodying as many men as f 
| can, and if we have a sufficient number of “good horses, pursue 


| they reach the mountains. 
| Col. Moore joined us this evening with about one hundred 
$ and seventy men, (horses hard-ridden). 
; I have the honor to be, S 
Your most obedient servant, 
FELIX HUSTON, 
Major-General Texas Militia. 


DOCUMENT J.. 


Supplementary Report of Plum Creek Battle. 


Heap QUARTERS, 
City of Austin, September 28th, 1840. 


To the Hon. Branca Y. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War 

Sir :—I have been requested by a m of individuals to 
make an additional Report of the battle of Plum Creek, and I 
think itis due to my companions that I should do so. My 
Report was written immediately after the return from the 
chase, when I was surrounded by all the confusion and bustle 
incident to a force so hastily collected togeiher, engaged in 
gathering in several hundred horses and pack-mules. —] am 
satisfied that our force was estimated too high, and the force 
of the Indians much too low ; and also, that the number of 
slain was under stated. 

Our real force was a hundred and eighty-six. In the Re- 
port, 1 stated that the Indians had a point of woods on their 
right, which they occupied, aud that their left extended up- 
wards of a quarter of a mile into the prairie, and that their 
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| the Indians, in the hope that we may overtake them before ` 


naa 


~a md 


m" 


. 144 


force exceeded four hundred. On examining the ground 
more particularly, it appears that their left wing extended up- 
wards of three-fourths of a mile into the prairie, from which 
their strength should be estimated at near six hundred. 

'The Comanches form in open order, and with no regular 
intervals. They are continually in motion, and frequently 
gather together in clusters. There were at least two hundred 
and fifty in the woods, and the number in the prairie must 
have exceeded that number. 

I am confirmed in this estimate, by learning from Mr. Su- 
therland that he bad information from a Mexican, that the expe- 
dition was gotten up at Matamoros, and was to be composed g 
of six hundred Indians and forty Mexicans; and this is con- E 
firmed by the fact that new Mexican blankets and other arti- B 
cles usually given as presents to the Indians, were found E 
amongst the plunder. As to the number slain, it is hard to E 
form a certain estimate. The chase continued between fifteen | 
and eighteen miles, and spread sometimes for a mile or two to 
the right and left. i 

When the Report was writing, Gen. Burleson insisted that F 
upwards of sixty were killed, and I ought to have yielded to K 
his greater experience. Subsequently, as parties came in dur- | 
ing the evening, additional reports: were received of Indians 
killed; and observations made by persons visiting the ground 
in search of horses, mules and packs, (which were scattered 
for miles over the country) leave no doubt that eighty were 
killed. 

The Comanches during the retreat, kept the woods on their $ 
left flank; and as it was very dry, and the prairies having M 
been recently burned, they were almost hidden by the cloud E 
of dust and ashes. This enabled them, unobserved, to convey- $ 
their killed and wounded into the thickets and conceal them. 
One party, who have since searched the ground, brought in 
seven rifles, found near dead Indians. Another party found E 
three bodies together; and another, eight or ten in the bottom § 
of the St. Marks. Bodies have been found many miles from & 
the field of battle—in, one or two instances as high up as the $ 
San Antonio Road. From these facts, it is reasonable to sup- E 
pose that upwards of eighty Indians were killed, and a great 

many others must have died from their wounds, as they do 
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not appear to have rendered each other much assistance, or to 
have collected iu any large bodies after the battle; but in scat- 
tered and confused parties, they made a precipitate and disor- 
derly retreat to their haunts. 

There is one fact which I wish particularly to remark.—It 
has been generally supposed that the Comanche horses are 
fleeter and more durable than ours ;—such, however, is not the 
case.— As the chase continued, the Indian horses gave out, and 
they sought refuge in the thickets; and at its termination, 


there were not more than thirty Indians ahead of us, and they ` 


were compelled to abandon the prairies. 

From long observation and experience, I am fully convinced 
that our corn-fed horses are far superior to any grass-fed 
horses, in a long pursuit. 

With the highest regard and esteem, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, . 
[Signed] FELIX HUSTON, 
' Major- General "Texas Militia. 
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DOCUMENT K. 
BOUNTY-LAND REPORT. 

Report of the Secretary of War, showing the number of the 
several Bounty-Land Certificates, with the total amount 
thereof, to the ist October, 1840, issued in accordance with 
an. Act passed 27th October, 1837. 


Amount of Acres issued in 1837. 


Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 

of claims. of claims. of each denomination. 
160 320 
386 320 126,080 
2 - 420 840 
127 480 60,960 
282 640 180,480 
53 800 42,400 
137 960 131,520 
8 1,120 8,960 
349 1,280 : * 446,740 
5 1,920 9,600 
Total issued in 1837, 1,007,900 


-Amount of Acres issued in 1838. 


Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 
of claims. of ion of each denomination. 
1,435 320 459,200 

27 A80 12,960 
566 640 362,240 
116 960 111,360 
792 1,280 1,013,760 

1 1,600 1,600 
95 1,920 182,400 


Total issued in 1838, 


— 


2,143,680 


o 
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Amount of Acres issued from Dee. 31, 1838, to Sept. 30, 1839. 


Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 
of claims. of claims. of each denomination. 
390 56,960 
2 A80 960 
94 640 60,160 
30 960 28,800 : 
143 1,280 183,040 
50 1,920 96,000 


Total amountissued, 425,920 


Amount of Acres issued from Sept. 30, 1839, to Oct. 1, 1840. 


Amount Denomination Total amount of Acres 
of claims. of claims. of each denomination. 
Eod. 160 

153 320 48,960 
2 480 960 
51 540 32,640 
16 960 i 15,360 
46 1,280 58,880 
48 1,920 92,160 


Total amount issued, 249,120 


RECAPITULATION. 

Amount issued in 1837, - = o - 1,007,900 
« a 1838, = - 2, 142, 680 

a * from Dec. 21, 1838, to Sept. 30, 1839, "425 920 

« « R Sept. 30, 1839, to Oct. 1, 1840, 249, 120 


Total amount issued from 1837 to Oct. 1, 1840, 3,826,620 


DOCUMENT L. | 
DONATION LAND 


. Report of the Secretary of War, showing the number of 
Donation Land Certificates that have been issued in ac- 
cordance with an Act of Congress, passed 21st. Dec, 1837, 
from the passage of the law up to the 30th Sept., 1840. 


Acres. 
From the passage of the law to the 31st December, 
1838, there issued 704 Certificates of 640 acres each, 
amounting to - - - - - - - 450,560 
From January Ist to September 30th, 1839, there 
issued, 212 Certificates of 640 acres each, amounting 
to - e - > - - - - - 135,680 
From the 30th Sept., 1839, to 30th Sept., 1840, there : 
issued, 121 Certificates of 640 acres each, amounting to 77,440 


Making 1,087 Certificates, amounting to — - - - 663,680 


—————— ——— 


DOCUMENT M. 


Letter from the Executive to the Citizens of Santa Fé, 
April 14, 1840. 


Repvurric or Texas, 
Executive Department, 
Austin, April 14, 1840. 


To the Citizens or Santa FE: 

Friends and Compatriots :—You have doubtless heard of 
the glorious revolution by which the late Province of Texas 
has been emancipated from the thraldom of Mexican domina- 
tion. 
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That revolution was forced upon us by circumstances too 
imperative to be resisted. The Anglo-American population 
of ‘Texas had left the comforts and the enlightened liberty of 
their own country, and had migrated to this wilderness under 
the most solemn guarantees of the Constitution of 1824. We 
had witnessed many disastrous civil commotions in the Go- 
vernment of Mexico, and greatly deplored the want of harmony 
and the frequent convulsions which distracted our adopted 
country ; but we still entertained an illusive hope that a dear- 
bought experience—the lessons of many calamities—would 


te 


exert a harmonizing influence, and teach the authorities of > 


Mexico, that frequent political changes and domestic discords 
were destructive of the prosperity and. character of a people; 
that union and stability were necessary to strength, and peace 
and harmony to happiness. 

These hopes, so long and patiently cherished, were finally 
dissolved forever, when the F'ederal Constitution, under which 
we had ‘migrated to this country, and identified our destiny 
with hers, was forcibly abrogated, and a military despotism 
reared in its stead. Texas then resolved to be free—to endure 
no longer the vicissitudes of a fickle and corrupt influence 
which controlled the powers of Mexico, subverting all hopes 
of her greatness, and all our native aspirations for tranquillity 


at home, and national respectability abroad. Impelled by” 


these high considerations, which a benignant Providence has 
sanctioned by conferring an unexampled prosperity upon us, 
we have asserted and achieved our independence, and have 
entered the great family of nations, as a Free and Sovereign 
People. As such we have been formally recognized by the 
illustrious Government of the United’ States and by the ancient 
Monarchy of France; and other Powers of Europe are ready 


to extend the right-hand of fellowship. Our national resources - 


are in rapid progress of developement ; our population increas- 
ing by numerous accessions from Europe and the United 
States, and our commerce extending with a power and celerity 
seldom equalled in the history of nations. 

Under these auspicious circumstances, we tender to you a 
full participation 1n all our blessings. The great River of the 
North, which you inhabit, is the natural and convenient 
boundary of our territory, and we shall take great pleasure in 
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hailing you as fellow-citizens, members of our young Republic 
and co-aspirants with us for all the glory of establishing a new, 
and happy, and free nation. Our Constitution is liberal as a 
rational and enlightened regard to human infirmities will safely 
permit. It confers equal political privileges on all: tolerates 
all religions without distinction ; and guarantees an even, uni- 
form and impartial administration of the laws. 

This communication, 1 trust, will be received by you and 
your authorities, in the same spirit of kindness and sincerity 
in which itis dictated. And if nothing shall intervene to 
vary my present intention, I shall despatch, in time for them 
to arrive in your section of country about the month of 
September proximo, one or more Commissioners—gentlemen 
of worth and confidence—to explain more minutely the con- 
dition of our country, of the sea-board and the correlative in- 
terests, which so emphatically recommend, and ought perpetu- 
ally to cement, the perfect union and identity of Santa Fé and 
Texas. These Commissioners will be accompanied by a mi- 
htary escort, for the purpose of repelling any hostile Indians 
that may infest the passage, and with the further view of as- 
certaining and opening a safe and convenient route of com- 
munication between the two sections of country; which, 
being strongly jassimilated in interest, we hope to see united 
in friendship, and consolidated under a common Government. 
Until the arrival of these Commissioners, I have empowered 
some of your own citizens,” to whom the views and feelings 
of this Government have been communicated, to confer with 
you upon the subject matter of this communication. 

' MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


, *Oapt, Wm G. Dryden, John Rowland and Wm. Workman, Esqrs. 


DOCUMENT N. 


Capt. J. R. Cunninghams Report of an Engagement with 
the Comanches, July 9th, 1840. ---- = à 


SAN Antonio DE BEXAR, ? 
July 9th, 1840. y 
'To Capt. CLENDENIN, 
Commanding Comanche Expedition : 

he Commandant of the volunteers thinks proper to make 
the following report of his operations, after having parted with 
you on the morning of the 4th, upon the Rio Frio. 

My company consisted of nineteen, rank and file. We had 
not left you more than an hour, before we struck the trail we 
had seen the day before. We followed it for about six miles, 
when we came to the Indian camp. The sign was still hot, 
and showed that they had an acquisition of six to their num- 
bers. I despatched Antonio, the Tonkahua, ahead— we fol- 
lowed at a brisk pace. -The trail crossed the Frio to the 
west bank, in about five miles, and struck above the river, 
rather bearing towards the Leona, into the prairie. Sup- 
posing the trail to continue down, upon the bank of the 
river, and expecting every moment to come upon the Indians, 
we neglected to supply ourselves with water. The trail 
gradually led us from the water, until it was too far to return, 
The suffering of the men and horses was immense for nine 
hours in the heat of the day ; and what made it worse for us, 
we knew we had to fight before we could get water, as the In- 
dians, im all probability, would encamp upon the first they 
came to. Between five and six, P. M., the Tonkahua brought ` 
us the welcome news of Indians and water, stating that they 
numbered about twenty. I ascertained the situation of their 
camp, and formed the plan of attack. Four men, with the 
Tokahua, were detailed to stampede the caballado : the others 
were dismounted and proceeded on foot. They wereinstruet- | 
ed strictly, in both languages, not to fire without the signal for 
a charge. Al! went on well; the front files had advanced 
opposite the centre of the camp, within twenty paces of the 
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indians, where E halted them, waiting for the rear files to 
close up, to give the signal for a charge. We were still un- 
discovered, as the Indians were busily engaged in saddling 
up their horses for the evening’s march. I was rejoicing at 
the certainty of the game, when one of the rear files, becoming 
alarmed at the proximity of his dangerous enemy, either in- 
tentionally or through fright, discharged his piece—unfortu- 
nate! ‘Phe Indians broke ; I ordered charge! fire! The sur- 
prise, as it was, was complete; all shot upon the wing. The ` 
Indians fired several times with guns and arrows, but did no 
damage. We kept up the charge for some six hundred yards, 
through the thicket, with a brisk fire and yell. The Iridians 
rallied several times, and bravely and nobly covered the re- 
treat of the wounded. [I saw several severely wounded my- 
self, and some of my company, in whose word I have the ut- 
most confidence, saw many more. Towards the close of the 
action, but three Indians were left to cover the retreat. This 
they did nobly, under the fire of ten or twelve as good shots 
as ever cocked a rifle. One of the three had his left leg and 
thigh broken by some one of fifty shots, which must have been 
levelled at him. He fell upon his horse's neck, and all put 
out for a more agreeable place. The men were too much fa- 
tigued and too thirsty to pursue horsemen farther on foot; I 
ordered their return to water and the Indian camp. Abun- 
dance of meat—buffalo, horse, cow and venison was found.— 
Many of the arms, and most of the saddles and baggage were 
left. Weate, drank and rested fora moment; I then had a 
bon-fire made of most of the Indian trumpery. ‘The 'l'onka- 
hua had done his duty bravely ;—the caballado was in our 
possession : some fine horses and mules, sixteen in number 
It was now growing dark, and the water very bad and. muddy. 
"We contimied our day's march to the Rio Frio, where we 
encamped for the night. 'The scene of action was about eight 
miles west of the Frio, and about the same distance above the 
Presidio Rio Grande road. We reached Bexar on the 7th, having, 
disposed of all the wnappropriated property by lottery. Among 
the horses taken, was the mule of Don Vincente de la Garza, 
taken some time since on his way here from the Presidio. ‘The 
mule was laden with silver when taken from Mr. Garza ; and 
as some eagle money, of date 1840, was found upon some of 
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the men who pillaged the camp, it must have been the same 
party whe were watching the road for plunder. I believe that 
several hundred dollars was found and appropriated. «I missed 
several men from the ranks, after I ordered a charge, and 
amongst them a Welchman by the name of Davis. Upon this 
man we detected a quantity of new eagle money, which he 


acknowledged he stole from the Indian camp. I had him 


properly punished. He was stripped of his shirt, his back and 
arms painted, his head covered with a red-flannel cap, with 
flowers, and rode, with his face to the rear of a no-tailed 
mule through the public sqnares and principal streets of town 
the compauy marching, in silent procession, behind. The 
guilty scamp was then turned loose in the centre of the square. 
He has left by the hght of the moon. 

In the above report, I am extremely mortified that Y am not 
able to report the dead, but feel confident, that if we had one 
man less, or if all had obeyed the commands, not one Indian 
would have escaped ;—as it was, nearly all were wounded, 
and badly wounded They were mostly Chiefs. The cele- 
brated ‘Isanimi and Piava, (the fat fellow) were along. 

I have nothing more to say, than to express my satisfaction 
with you, while under your command, and my utmost satis- 
faction with the behavior of most of the men under my com- 
mand. Respectfully yours, 

J. R. CUNNINGHAM, 
Capt. Commanding V olunteers. 


DOCUMENT O. 


EY 


REPORT OF DISBURSEMENTS. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, i 
First Auditors Office, Austin, Oct. 21, ca y 


Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 
Srrx“—In compliance with your requisition ef to-day, L have 
the honor te report the amount ef warrants drawn br the 
T 
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various Disbursing Officers out of the appropriations for the 
army, from the 1st of October, 1839, to the 30th September, 
1840, inclusive, viz : 
By the Commissary-General of Purchases, out of 

the Million Appropriation for 1839, - $5,000 00 
Drawn by Quarter-Master-General, including the 

amount drawn from Million Appropriation for 

General Rusk's command and others, - 505,830 54 
Amount drawn by Pay Department, including the 

amount drawn from the Million T 

and No. 129, - - 391,646 05 
By the Subsistence Department, including the 
. amount drawn from Million Appropriation, 208,663 65 


Adjutant-General's Department, = 4,089 00 
Drawn from Million Appropriation for contingent 
expenses of the year 1839, - - 803 80 


From the Contingent Executive Fund for 1839, 
to meet the expenses of the seo: of the 


Shawnees, - - - 1,009 71 
Drawn by the War Department rone - 108,638 39 
From the Appropriation for the tomora of the 

Shawnees, - - 15,000 00 
From the Appropriation, No. 114, for military 

services heretofore rendered, - - 16,112 72 


som Appropriation for relief of Stnart Perry, 1,400 00 

h « — H.W. Augustin, 1,000 00 

« t * — G. W. Hockley, 531 50 

4 Fe ét Martin Powers, 1,000 90 
Warrants subject to be paid out of the Million Ap- 

propriation, per Act of Congress Jan. 14, 1840, 61,388 88 

Certificates payable out of no appropriation, - 6,387 67 


Making m all, $1,928,501 91 


After deducting the amount drawn from the appropriations 
for military services heretofore rendered, and removal of the 
Shawnee Indians, and those for the relief of individuals, and 
certifieates not redeemable at the Treasury, leaves a balance 
charged on the books of this office to Disbursing Officers of 
$1,224.672 03. The returns of the Adjutant, Quarter-Mas- 
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ter, Commissary-General of Subsistence and Purchases, Pay- , 
Master-Generals and Pay-Master B. B. Sturgis, have made 
their regular reports, and such credits as they were entitled to 
placed to their accounts. As but few of the Subordinate Prz- 
bursing Officers have made reports to this office, (owing to 
which, and the fact of my not having been furnished- with ac- 
counts current by the various heads of Disbursing Bureaux of 
the War Department,) none, but such as have reported, stand 
charged on the books 4f the office. The returns of the third 
quarter for the present year are now being examined, and, so 
soon as the same is completed I will report the disposition, as 
far as practicable, made of the public funds placed in their 
hands for disbursement. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHARLES MASON, 
First Auditor. 


DOCUMENT NO. 1. 
Report of the Adjutant and Inspector- General. 


ApJUTANT AND Ispecror-GENERAL’s OFFICE, ? 
Austin, October 1st, 1840. $ 


Hon. Brancu T. ArcuER, Secretary of War: l 

Sir :—I dave the honor herewith to transmit the Annual 
Report of this Department, 

The accompanying General Return, marked “A,” will ex- 
hibit the strength and condition of the Army. 

The Document marked « B," shows the whole number of” 
Militia Volunteers, which have been called into service during 
the current year, and their respective terms ofiservice. 

Under a law passed at the last session of Congress, the Adju- 
tant-General’s and Inspector-General's Departments were unit- 
ed on the 1st of March of the present year, and the duties of 
both, as far as possible, have been performed. 

Those duties are often incompatible, and cannot be executed 
oy the same efficer. I had the opportunity. however, of inspect- 
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, mg the troops collected at this post under Col. Wm. G. Cooke, 
commanding 1st Regiment Infantry, preparatory to their march 
across the frontier for the establishment of a line of posts; and, 
also, the detachment at San Antonio, now on a campaign 
against the Comanches. f 

Their arms, accoutrements, and. clothing, (except the an- 
dress cap, which 1s not adapted to our climate,) are good ; the 
men were healthy, and their subsistence abundant. 

Since the march of those commands;two additional compa- 
mies of Infantry have been detached: one eastward, with sup- 
plies to Col. Cooke, and the other to the head of the San 
Marcos, to establish a permanent post to cover the passes 
through the mountains at that point. A plan of defence is 
iurnished te the Commanding Officer, who is ordered to con- 
struct them with the greatest care, and of the most durable 
materials 

A number of families are awaiting the arrival of the troops 
at that point, and it 1s probable that a settlement adequate to 
its own protection will be found there during the ensuing 
year. ; 

Col. Cooke will be enabled from observations on his pre- 
sent campaign, to report the most practicable line of detence 
and settlement on our frontier, from the Colorado to Red River, | 
and as his return will be sufficiently early for the action of | 
Congress, any report at present might appear speculative and 
premature + but in the absence of accurate information, Í would 
suggest that the Cross Timbers, being a wooded and well- 
watered country, seem to present the most continuous line of 
settlements and communication from Red River to the waters 
of the Brazos. 

I deem it my duty again to represent the impolicy of em- 
ploying a volunteer force, particularly for short periods, in the | 
defence of the frontier. ‘Troops of that character, as the eX- | 
perience of the present year has shown, are drawn from the 
floating population of the towns, and feel little, if any, per- 
sonal interest in the preservation of the frontier, or the success 
of a campaign, while the system of drafting distributes the 
burden of national defence equally over the community, and 
brings men into the field whose individual prosperity is iden- 


tified with that of the country. 
HI 
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TABLE B. 
General Return of the Army for 1840. 
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* Col, Wm. L. Cazneau, Commissary-General of Subsistence, is Acung Quarter-Master-Gencral. 2 
+ Maj, B. B. Sturges is Acting Pay-Master by appointment of the Pay-Master-General, by virtue of an Aot of last Congress. 
t Adjutant, Acting Quarter-Masters, and Commussaries of Subsistence, detailed from the line. 


HUGH McLEOD, Adjt and Inspactor- General, 
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TABLE C. 
Report of the number of Volunteers ‘and Drafted Militia for the year 1840. 
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D K. Jackson, | Mounted Gunmen, 21 21 Men, 


W B. Stout, 
Henry Stout, 
M R Roberts, 
C. Pierce, 

E B Nichols, 
J H. Cocke, 
M. Wells, 
T.N.B Greer, 
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HUGH McLEOD, Adyt and Inspector-General. 


137 

Since the last Annual Report ef this Department no further 
returns of the organization of the Militia have been made, ex- 
cept of the election of General and Staff Officers, 1n conse- 
quence of which I am unable to report its present strength 
and condition. Some radical changein our Military Laws is 

necessary to enforce responsibility and discipline. 

i have the honor to be, : 
With high regard, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. McLEOD, 

Adjutant and Inspector: General. 


[For General Report of the Army for 1840, vide Table B.] 
[For Returns of Militia for 1540 vide Table C.] 
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DOCUMENT NO. 2, 


QuarTeR-MasTer-GENERAL’S OFFICE, ? 
= Austin, October Ist, 1840. y 
Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

I have the honor to submit; annexed, an Exhibit of the 
Disbursements of this Department, from the 30th September, 
1839, to the present date. 

Col. Wilham G. Cooke, my predecessor, having been ap- 
pointed on the 18th September to the command of the first 
Regiment of Infantry, the duties devolve on me as Acting 
Quarter-Master-General, he being absent and occupied with 
part of his regiment in cutting out and running the road to 
Red River. 

in a conversation with Col. Ceoke previous to his march, 
he informed me it was his intention and he anticipated the 
honor of reporting and explaining the necessity of his dis- 
bursing the funds of this Department for different purposes 
than those originally mtended. 

As I am aware of his desire to make a full Report, and the 
probability of Ins reaching the Seat of Government shortly 
alter the meeting of Congress, and being satisfied that he will 
give entire satisfaction, when I might not do full justice, i 
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would most respectfully and earnestly beg leave that he may 
have the opportunity of relieving himself of all responsibilities, 
and satisfying Congress of the able manner in which the ope- 
rations of this Bureau were conducted while under his charge. 

By reference to the accompanying Statement, 1t will be found 
that the Quarter-Master-General had at his disposal from the 
30th September, 1839, five hundred and eighty-seven thou- 
sand two hundred and sixty-four dollars and forty-two 
cents, of which there has been disbursed by this Department, 
on account of appropriations for the present year, one hundred 
and ninety-siz thousand three hundred and thirty-five dol- 
lars and seventy-five cents, and seventy-six thousand eig ht 
hundred and thirty dollars and twenty-nine cents by Quar- 
ter-Masters, Assistants, &c., whose accounts remain unexa- 
mined, in consequence of the Departments not being allowed 
but two clerks by act of Congress: consequently. those officers 
have not received a credit for their disbursements, and remain 
charged. with the above amount. : 

The sum of thirty-eight thousand two hundred and ninety- 
siz dollars and sizty-siz cents has been disbursed on account 
of the Ordnance Department, which amount was absolutely 
required for the purchase of Ordnance Stores, building Forti- 
fication, Work-Shops, Magazine, Armory, and other buildings, 
for the protection of arms and munitions, and for the purpose 
of enabling that Department to perform the duties required ; 
this amount was expended by the head of that Department, 
and the improvements made under his direction by contract. 

Next, for the Medical Department, for which there was no 
appropriation, except three thousand dollars, there has been 
seven thousand three hundred and thirty-six dollars and 
jorty-two cents expended. 

The amount is much larger than it otherwise would have 
been, in consequence of this Department being compelled to 
purchase in the country, and most of the army being unac- 
climated. Permit me here to suggest the propriety, and 1n- 
deed the necessity, of all the purchases for this Department 
being made in the United States. 

Owing again to the last Congress not having made appro- 
priations for the Militia or Volunteers, there has been a large 
amount paid for that purpose. part of which is included in the 
amount of seventy-six thousand eight hundred and thirty 


| 
| 
! 
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dollars and. twenty-nine cents, on account of Disbursing 
Officers. : a 

The amount expended for Capt. Pierce's company alone, is 
seventeen thousand one hundred and siz dollars and three 
cents ; there has also been a large amount expended for other 
companies. | ó 

I would also most respectfully beg leave to-call your atten- 
tion to the several appropriations for the present year; many 
have been more than expended ; and when disbursing officers 
are credited with their disbursements, and the proper appro- 
priations charged, several of the appropriations will largely 
overrun the amount appropriated by Congress; and unless, by 
act of Congress, the appropriations for the present year will 
never be closed —some overrunning largely the amount appro- 
priated, and some falling as far short. 

The head of this Bureau has been placed in a very unenvi- 
able situatien in consequence of his having been compelled to 
pay accounts for which there was no appropriation, and not 
allowed sufficient clerks to bring up the back and old business, 
aud examine the returns of subordinates. 

By final reference, there remains for disbursement of the 
fifty thousand dollars appropriation for monies due on cam- 
paigus of Gen. Thomas J. Rusk and others, twenty thousand 
two hundred and seventy-nine dollars and twenty-siz cents ; 
of the million appropriation, sir thousand two hundred and 
twenty-three dollars and sizty cents ; of the balance of the 
.appropiiation for the expenses of the present year, fifty-six 
thousand eight hundred and forty-seven dollars, which last 
amount will not be sufficient, in consequence of the amount 
of transportation to be paid for the transportation of supplies 
for 1811, and the amount required for forage. 

In conclusion, I am gratified to be enabled to state that our 
present force are as well provided with six months clothing 
as United States’ troops ever weie. 

With high respect, 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Asting Quarter- Master- General. 
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160 


DR. Exursir of Monies received and disbursed by Wm. G. 
o 30th September, 


To amount of million appropriation 
on hand 30th Sept., 1839, and 
received since, - - $151,795 91 
Amount of thirty thousand dol- ; 
lar appropriation for the payment 
of monies due on campaign of 
Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, 30,000 00 
* Amount of fifty thousand dollar 
appropriation for the payment of 
monies due on campaign of Gen. 
T. J. Rusk and others, - 48 892 00 
— — — — 980,687 91 


€ 


e^ 


Appropriations for the Expenses 
of the Year 1840. 


To Amount of appropriation forFuel, 25,000 00 
* Amt of appropria’n for Forage, — 46,520 00 
‘© Amt of approp’n for Stationery, 2,000 00 
* Amt of approp’n for Transporta’n, 70,000 00 
* Amount of appropriation for 

Contingent Expenses,  - 21,000 00 

* Amount of appropriation forShoe- 

ing Horses, repairing Wagons,&c. 10,000 00 
* Amount of appropriation for Clo- 
* thing, Knapsacks, Haversacks,&c. 60,470 5.t 

Amount of appropriation for Camp 


^ 


LA 
P 


and Garrison Equippage, 8,127 00 
* Amountofappropriation for Ca- 

valry Equipments,  - - 30,382 00 
* Amount of appropriations for Ca- 

valry Horses, - - - 67,260 00 


* Amount of appropriation for 

Mules for twenty-five Waggons, 10,000 00 
* Amount of appropriation fer 

Freight and Insurance, 5,000 00 


— MÀ M À— 9 € 


Amts earried over, 355,699 54 230,687 ? 
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Cooke, Quarter- Master- General, from ist Oct., 1839, to CR. 
1840, inclusive. 


By Amt disbursed on account of 
million appropriation, from the 
ist Oct., 1839, to Sept. 30, 1840, $126,953 63 
" Awt disbursed on account of 
million appropriation for Ord- 


nance Department, - - 18,618 68 
* Balance of million appropriation 
on hand 30th Sept., 1840, 6,223 60 
—— — — 151,795 91 
'" Amt disbursed on account of 
thirty thousand dollar appropria- 
tion for monies due on campaign 
of Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, 30,000 00 
" Amt disbursed on account of 
fifty thousand dollar appropria- 
* tion, for monies due on campaign 
of Gen. T. J. Rusk and others, — 27,791 81 
u Balance of same on hand for dis- 
bursement, - - - 11,387 26 
* Balance of same remaining in the 
Treasury,- - ~- - 8,892 00 ` 
——— ————18,071 07 


t Amt disbursed on account of ap- 


propriation for Fuel, — - 1,683 50 
« Am’t disbursed on account of ap- 

propriation for Forage,  - 4,679 28 
* Am’t disbursed on account of ap- 

propriation for Stationery, . 13 75 


« Am’t disbursed on account of ap- 

propriation for Transportation, 76,123 43 
" Am't disbursed on account of ap- 

propriation for Contingent Ex- 

penses, - - - - 27,812 01 
^ Awt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for shoeing horses, 
repairing waggons; &c., - 1,929 00 


t 


Am’ts carried over, 112,340 97 229,866 98 


na eater t ai ipa rem t 


U 
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Am'ts bro't forward, 355,099 54 230,687 91 
Fo Amount of Draft on Merchants’ 


Bank New-Orleans, A17 72 
* Amount received from: Disburs- 
ing Officers, &c, — - - 450 25 -c 


~~ ——356,576 5l 


ar À——À eal tat € € 


Am’t carried over, $587,264 # 
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Am’ts bro't forward, $112,340 97 22,866 98 


By Am’t disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for clothing, knap- 
sacks, haversacks, &c., - 

« Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for camp and garri- 
son equippage, - -+ 

« Amt disbursed on account of ap- 
ipropriation for cavalry equipm'ts, 

'^ Am't disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for cavalry horses, 

* Amit disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for mules for twenty- 
five waggons,  - - 

« Am't disbursed on account of ap- 
propriation for freight and insur- 
LE 


* Am’t paid on drafts of disbursing 
officers, and advancements made 
for disbursement, - - 

* Am't disbursed on account of 
Ordnance Department,  - 

" Am’t disbursed on account of 
Medica! Department, - 

" Amt due by Pay Department for 
stoppage, - - 


The following amounts in the 
Treasury—undrawn. 
By am’t on account of appropriation 
for Fuel, - - - 
" Am’t on account of appropriation 
for Forage, -- 
« Amt on account of appropriation 
for Stationery, - =-  - 
£ Amt on account of appropriation 
for camp & garrison equippage, 


9,506 22 


5,115 31 
1,719 15 
56,457 50 


10,907 00 


. 309 60 


——-— 196,355 75 


76,830 29 
19,677 98 
7,336 42 


350 00 
—— 104,194 69 


8,000 00 
26,520 00 
2,000 00 


Amts carried over, 44,647 00 530,417 42 
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Am’t bro't forward, $587,264 42 


$587,264 42° 


To Balance of million RPDIODHSHOR 
of 1839 on hand, - 6,223 60 
“ Balance of fifty thonsand dollar 
appropriation on hand and in 


the 'Freasury, =-  - 20,279 26 
e “ Balance of appropriation for the 
year 1840, undrawn, -  - 56,847 00 
$83,349 86 


City of Austin, Oct. 26th, 1840, 


| 


i 
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Am'ts bro’t forward, 44,647 00 530,417 42 
By Am’t on account of appropriation 


for cavalry horses, - - 7,200 00 
* Am’t on account of appropriation 
for freight and insurance, 5,000 00 


——— 56,547 00 


— — 


$587,264 42 


7 
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DOCUMENT NO. 3. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSARY-GENERAL. — 


"To the Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 


Secretary of War: 


Sir:—In conformity with instructions, I herewith transmit 
‘the usual Report of the Bureau over which 1 have the honor to 


„preside. 


From the 25th of October, 1839, to the First Quarter, com- 
mencing on the ist January: and for the first, second, 
and third Quarters, ending on the 30th, Sept., 1840 ;— 


Amount of expenditures from the 25th 
‘October, 1839, to first Quarter, commenc- 
ing January Ist, - - =- - 
Amount of expenditures for the subsist- 
sence of the Army in the first Quarter, 
„ending March 31st, - — - - 
Amount of expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of the Army in the second Quartert, 
„ending June 30th,  - - - - 
Amount ef expenditures for the subsist- 
ence of the Army in the third Quarter, 
ending September 30th, ~- — - 


From this amount of one hundred and 
ninety-six thousand four hundred and 
ninety-seven dollars and sixty-two cents, 
there should be deducted twenty-nine 
thousand five’ hundred and eighty-five 
dollars: this amount having been hypo- 
thecated by me with Messrs. Peters and 
Millard in New-Orleans, for the payment 


Am carried over, $196,497 62 


. 


¥ 


5,805 66 
41,000 93 
71,371 67 


78,319 36 
196,497 62 


— 


AE 467 


Ant bro't forward, $199,497. 62° 
of their bill for four thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-three dollars and thirty- 
seven cents, par funds, due on the 10th 

December next, - - - 29,585 00 
Also six thousand dollars deposited in 
the hands of Messrs. Bryan, Austin and 
Co., of New-Orleans, for the payment of 
freight, premium of insurance, and other 

charges," - - - ~ - 6,000 00—35,585 00' 


160,912 62 


Leaving the amount of disbursements by this Department 
in the promissory notes of the Government for the subsistence of 
regular and volunteer force, from the 25th October, 1839, to 
the 1st October, 1840, one hundred and sixty thousand nine 
hundred and twelve dollars and sixty-two cents. 

This amount is much larger than it otherwise would have 
been, iu consequence of the loss of the supplies purchased by 
me in New-Orleans in June last, and shipped on board the 
schooner Yew Tree, bound to Linnville, which vessel was 
wrecked sixteen miles below Pass Cavallo, and cargo sold for 
the benefit of the underwriters, which threw me on this mar- 
ket for the necessary supplies for the subsistence of the Army, 
including the additional expense of transportation. 

Although the same requisition was immediately ordered to 
be filled on information reaching this Department of the loss 
sustained, yet I am not in possession of supplies ordered,in con- 
sequence of the delay in collecting the insurance, the agent 
being absent from the city. 

By advices received from New-Orleans of the 25th Septem- 
ber, the amount has been recovered from the underwriters less 
some eight hundred dollars, which balance will undoubtedly 
be collected ; and Iam happy to have the honor of informing 
the Department that I am in possession of invoices of supplies 
which are now on the road for the subsistence of one thousand 
men for six months, with the exception of beef, pork, peas or 
beans, and bread-stuffs, all of which I purchase m this country. 

i would most earnestly recommend for your consideration, 
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the appointment of Sutlers to our army, there being many 
articles required by the soldier for his comfort and convenience 
which are not furnished by the regulations; when by the ap- 
pointment of suitable persons for that duty, they would have 
the opportunity of supplying themselves, and at the same time 
add much to their comfort and the credit of the army; whereas, 
now, their two months’ pay is squandered and filched from then 
in the grog-shops in as many hours. 

IT would respectfully beg leave to call your attention to the 
necessity of an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars being 
made by Congress for the amount already expended by me 
from the subsistence appropriation for supplies furhished by 
` this Department to the volunteers, and the probable amount 
yet due, as the amount furnished remains charged against me, 
no appropriation having been made by Congress, 

In conclusion, I would most respectfully recommend an ad- 
ditional appropriation of nine hundred dollars, par funds, or 
its equivalent in the promissory notes of the Government, to 
meet a contract already made by me to increase the Commis- 
sary Store-House, which I found absolutely necessary for the 
protection of Public Stores; all of which I beg leave most re- 
spectfully to submit. 

With great respect, I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 


Commissary- General of Subsistence. 


CoxMIssARY-GENERAU'S DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, October.1st, 1840. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 4. 


REPORT OF COLONEL OF ORDNANCE 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
September, 1840. : 
o the Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

Sig :—In accordance with your instructions, I have the 
honor of presenting you with a report of the present state of 
this Bureau, and an estimate of its probable wants. 

lt will be necessary to revert to the past, for the purpose of 
accounting for the apparent inactivity of the mechanical 
branch ofthe Department since my last report. 

A contract was made with Messrs, Tryon, Son & Co., of 
Philadelphia, about the 29th day of May, 1839, for fifteeen 
| hundred stands of muskets; one hundred stands to be delivered 

“monthly from the date expressed in the contract. ‘The gener- 
al sickness which prevailed, duiing the summer succeeding, 
delayed their manufacture, A shipment was promised and 
expected early in the fall; but the manufacturers found it 
impossible to comply with their promise. 

In expectation of the immediate receipt of the arms as men- 
tioned, the late Secretary of War ordered all hands employed 
| inthe Armory to be discharged, “ except a sufficient number to 
| take charge of the public buildings, &c ;” the repairs of arms 

were therefore suspended. ‘This order bears date 8th Novem- 
ber, 1839. 

The orders of his Excellency. the President, dated 18th Feb- 
rnary last, for the removal of the “artillery, small arms, am- 
munition and stores” from Houston to Austin, was received 
ii about the end of that month, and preparations instantly made 

for their execution. The ordnance stores, &c., were sent by 
| way of Linn’s Landing. Stress of weather and the difficulty 

of transportation at that season of the year, delayed their arri- 
val'at Austin until the latter part of May. Previous to that 
time a detail had been ordered from the line for ordnance duty, 
| and the number was subsequently increased. T'he necessary 


work-shops, store-houses, &c., have been commenced and are 
| partly finished and in use. 4 
v 


| 


E 
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Upon collecting and inspecting some field-pieces of artille- 
ry, a three-pounder brass cannon was found near 'l'exana, 
but from bad usage rendered nearly useless. Arrangements 
were made for the purpose of boring it with the use of Brigg’s 
horse-power machine. I have the gratification to report the 
complete success of this experiment. The piece now, carries 
a six-pound ball, and will be mounted and fit for service'in a 
short time. Another Spanish brass-piece is now at the Armo- 
ry, which has been injured in a similar manner. Her diame- 
ter is four and three-fourth inches; consequently, a fourteen 
pounder. This cannon will admit expansion of caliber, and 
can be bored to carry as a sixteen pounder, with equal effect as 
her present bore. I wait the order of the Department on this 
subject. | 

The «Twin Sisters,” with other artillery, and the necessary 
ordnance stores, &c., are in battery at the Garrison, ready for 
service. 

The Colonel of Ordnance is required by the ordnance re- 
gulations to keep all posts, garrisons and troops supplied with 
ordnance stores &c., &c., bat such requisition cannot be com- 
plied with, even to a moiety, under the present mode of pro- 
curing supplies. Ifthe country is to be kept prepared for war, 
offensive or defensive, a regular supply of ammunition must 
be kept constantly at our dépóts. It is, therefore, imperative 
upon me again to urge the necessity of making an arrangement 
with the manufacturers of powder and lead, in the United 
States, for a regular supply monthly—if so decided —or at some 
stated periods. At present, we have but one dépót supplied, 
and that on the frontier. We are depending upon orders sent 
to our agent at New-Orleans for our stores, these have al- 
ready frequently failed. ‘The supply of lead is entirely given 
out there, and we are obliged to send to Missouri forit. Our 
Magazines should be our resource, and they be supplied under 
contract, with the proper security given foritsfulfilment. The 
Magazine at Houston is perfectly safe, and is well adapted fot 
one dépót, from which the western country can be furnished. 
This post is provided with two, which will contain as much 
powder as may be necessary for ordinray service, even in time of 
active war. In removing the ordnance stores, &c., under the 
Jate order of his Excellency the President, the officer in charge 

9 


^ 5 171 


had orders to form his line in close column of march, and blow 
up all ordnance stores within the effect of the powder, in case 
of the appearance of the enemy. What, then, would have 
been aur situation here ? —a/7 our ammunition was on the 
march. 

An additional supply of small arms will also.be required. 
For until we can erect an armory of construction we must de- 
pend upon foreign countries for our arms; and consequently 
it becomes necessary to provide in time for cases of emergency. 
The muskets manufactured in the United States are decidedly. 
superior to any other ;—the excellence of workmanship, uni- 
formity of all the component parts of the arm, connected with 
their unquestioned durability, renders them superior to any 
other manufacture; these qualities are also relied upon to prove 
them the most economical. 

In addition to the contract with Messrs. Tryon, Son &. Co. 
for fifteen hundred stands of muskets, a part of which have 
been received, our service has been supplied by the Armory, 
with arms which were captured from the enemy, and have 
been repaired. Notwithstanding the interruption consequent 
upon moving, and the preparations here for resuming our 
work, we have recovered the brass piece of ordnance before 
mentioned, now classed as a four pounder, and repaired one 
hundred and thirty muskets. These have been made fit for 
service, by repairing and fitting the component parts of a mass 
of material, collected from time to time from the remnant of 
those purchased in 1835 and 1836, and those mentioned as 
captured from the enemy. 5 

These repairs are still progressing. A supply of iron for . 
mounting artillery—steel, emery, &c. &c., for small arms will 
be required, a list of which will be forwarded to New-Orleans. 
Its cost will amount to about five hundred dollars, par money. 

The necessary expenses of the Ordnance Department (pro- 
per,) during the present year, have been paid by the Quarter- 
Master-General, no appropriation having been made by the 
last Congress for that purpose. The sum appropriated by 
them for the “contingent expenses” was not known to the 
Colonel of Ordnance until a few months since, (the Jaws of 
that session not having been published, and thé captions fur- 
nished from the Department of State not containing it ; togeth- 
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er with the order of the late Secretary of War to the Quarter- 
Master-General to furnish the Department with funds, he 
being also under the impression that no appropriation was 
made.) A, small amount (only five hundied -dollays) has 
been drawn from that appropriation, a part of which still re- 
mains unexpended, 

The amount furnished by the Quarter-Master-General for 
the past year will accompany his report. 

The necessary expenses for the current year will depend 
entirely upon the action of Congress ag regards the Depart 
ment. If an armory of construction be decided upon, the 
necessary buildings, machinery, &e., will require a liberal ap- 
Proprio: Drawings and plans, with a view to that object, 
lave been prepared, and are now in this office and held subject 
to orders, The estimates of cost will depend much npon the 
location of the works, the power used and the style of archi- 
$ceture, 

Should it he deemed necessary to-continue an armory for 
repairs of artillery and small arms only, a comparative small 
amount of appropriation—-say eight thousand dollars-—will 
be required, (par funds —exelusive of buildings.) 

I beg leave, through you, respectfully to call the attention 
of Congress to my former report upon light artillery and py- 
rotechuy, a copy of which accompanies this. 

By reference to my last report from this Department, it will 
be seen that “ the duties of the Engineer Department having 
been assigned to this, by the former administration, they were 
perfonned ; and partially so, under the present, although with- 
out gencral orders to that offect. You will therefore attribute 
my exhibition of plans, &c., for a National Armory, at the 
city of Austin, ar wherever may be determined by Congress, 
to the proper motive: namely, an anxious desire to facilitate 
the prosperity of the Department and of the Republie?” In 
addition to the plans alladed to, my report of 22d April past 
furnishes an estimate of the artillery, &e., necessary for the de- 
fence of Port Galveston, (east end of Galveston Island,) San 
Luis, (at the west end,) Point Bolivar, Brazos Santiago, Velas- 
cond Aransas, and the drawings for those defences are ready 
for the action of the Government, 

The orders from'the Department of War, issued some time 
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since for the protection of the Archives of the Government 
and of the citizens, in the event of an Indian attack at the 
buildings occupied as the Capitol, were carried out so far as. 
practicable, ‘lhe present Garrison was constructed for the 
purpose of affording that protection ; in doing so, it should 
necessarily embrace room enough for the accommodation cf 
three or four hundred persons. The nature of the ground is 
such as to require its present formation, if that space be includ- 
ed, which accounts for its uncouth appearance and apparent 
unmilitary form. 2E 
I cannot close this report before most earnestly soliciting the 
action of the Department towards the repairs necessary at Port 
Galveston. The battery is unsafe, even in firing salutes; it 
requires an immediate, complete and thorongh repair, without 

regard to the erection of the Fort recommended, 

T have the honor to be, most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
me à GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 

Colonel Ordnance. 


MU yat 


Memorandum to General Hamilton, 22d April, 1840. 


GARRISON GUNS, ` 


Fort Velasco. l 
9 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage. 


Fort Aransas, 
12 twenty-four pounders—lIron carriage 
9 twelve poundors. « 


Fort Brazos Santiago. 
12 twenty-four pounders-—lron carriage, 
9 twelve pounders, « 
4 six pounders. « 


Star Redoubt at the east end of Galveston Island. 
9 twenty-four pounders-—Iron carriage, 
3 twelve pounders, FH 
Say 15 guns, deducting 4 thirty-two pounders now there. 
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Small Triangular Redoubt at Point Boliver. 
3 twelve pounders—lron carriage. 


Isle San Luis. 
8 twenty-four pounders—Iron carriage, 


2 six pounders. « 


RECAPITULATION. 
45 twenty-four pounders, 


24 twelve pounders, 
6 six pounders. 


Cannister, grape and round-shot, with sabots for fixed am- 
munition. The Star Redoubt will throw red-hot shot fromiits 
furnace. 

5,000 muskets of the best workmanship, flint-and-steel locks, 
and accoutrements complete. Flints, screw-drivers, thumb- 
screws, &c. &c. &c., complete. 

4,000 pounds pig lead. 

Sword-belts, &c., complete for non-commissioned officers 


of infantry, of fifty-six men to each company. 
[Signed] GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 
Col. Ordnance. 


The items, above directed to be purelrased for the Republic 
of Texas, must undergo the proof (directed for such articles) 


in the country where they may be purchased. 
[Signed] B. T. ARCHER, 


Secretary of War. 


By order of the President. 


DODUMENT NO. 5. 


REPORT OF PAY-MASTER-GENERAL. 
Pay DEPARTMENT, 
Austin Oct. 6, 1840. 
Sir :—1 have the honor of transmitting to you a statement 
of the operations of this Department from the 30th Sept., 1839, 
to include the 30th Sept., 1840. 
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From the following statement it will be seen that the funds 
received by this Department, to include the third quarter of the 
present year for the payment of the army, volunteers and mi- 
litia, amounts to $391,646 05, including the unexpended 
balance, of which $221,623 69 was applied to the payment , 
of the volunteers and militia, prior to the 31st Dee., 1839, 
which was due for the years 1838 and 1839, the balance 
amounting to $174,921 22 to the regular army, making in all 
$396,544 92, including the amount on hard reported in my | 
last Annual Report. 

The regular army have been settled with to the 30th Sept., 
1840. Several companies of militia and volunteers, having 
rendered service the present year, (and for which their pay is 
due) have been under the necessity of waiting, in consequence 
of the last Congress having made no appropriation to meet 
the claims subsequent to the 31st Dec., 1839. ! 

The duties of this Department have been arduous and per- 
plexing, in consequence of having to visit almost every coun- 
ty in the eastern portion of the Republic. In many instances 
the Muster-Rolls of the militia were so imperfect and incor- 
rect, that Y could not with propriety take the responsibility of 
paying them without considerable labor in having them cor- 
rected. Jat length, however, succeeded in settling satisfacto- 
rily with all those who made application, and in a much 
shorter period than I anticipated. 

The annual estimate of the regular army for the year 1841 
will be made up as early as practicable, when it will be for- 
warded to your Department. 

The estimate for the volunteers and militia for the present 
year, (1840) I shall have to defer at present, in consequence 
of not having received the Muster-Rolls, when they shall 
have been returned, I shall also make up the estimate, and 
transmit it accordingly. 

I have the honor to be, with esteem, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-Master- General. 


> 


Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 


E 
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DR. The Republic of Texas in Account Current 


1840. 
Oct. 6, "To amount expanded in paying the 
regular army since the 30th Sept., 
1839, to include 30th Sept., 1840. $174,921 23 
« a & Amount expended in paying thë ' 
militia and volunteers since the 
90th Sept., 1839, tô include the 


31st Dec., 1839. - - - 221,623 69 
* «*  * Balance due the Republic, to be 
accounted for in next accounts, 23,885 07 


$420,439 89 


Stated at Austin this 6th October, 1840. 


a d i77 
with J. Snively, Pay-Master- General. ` CR. 
1839. 
Oct. 21, By cash on hand atlast General Re- 

port, - - - - - $28,793 84 
1840. ES A 
Oct. 6 * Amount of cash received since 


the 30th Sept., 1839, to the 30th 
Sept., 1840, for the pay of the ar- 


my and militia, - - 391,646 05 
$420,439 89 
By balance brought down, $23,885 97 


J. SNIVELY, 
Pay-Master-General. 
* 


——— 


DOCUMENT NO. 6. 


ACCOUNTS CURRENT WITH THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditor's Office, Austin, Sept. 10, 1840. 


Hon. BRANcH T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: . 

SIR :—Herewith enclosed, I transmit three several Accounts 
Current, showing the amount of funds at the disposition of 
the War Department from the Ist Oct., 1839, to the 31st Aug., 
1840, inclusive, and showing a balance on the latter date of 
seventeen thousand four hundred and sixty-three dollars and 
eighty-nine cents ($17,463 89,) for which no returns have 
been made. ¢ 

Tam, very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES MASON, First Auditor. 

Ww 
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DR. A. Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War, in Account ` 
Oct., 1839, to the 


1839. 
Oct. 16, To draft on dissi in favor of A. 

Sidney Johnston, Secretary of War, . 

payable out of Million Appropriation, $94, 638 39 
Dec. 9, * Draftin favor of A. Sidney Johnston, 


payable out of Million Appropriation, 10,000 00 


—— 


$104,638 39 


| 

{ 

{ 

| TREASURY DEPART 
i 


I certify that the foregoing exhibits a true statement of the 
period therein expressed. 


4 
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Current with the Republic of Texas, from the 1st of CR. 
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5th. of Feb., 1840. 


1839. 


Oct. By amount of deposite in Merchants’ 


Dec. 31, « 


a 
, 


Bank, New-Orleans, to the credit of 
Wm. Henry Daingerfield, Commis- 
sary-General of Purchases, as per 
letter of Assistant Cashier of said 
Bank, - - - - - 
Amount of draft on Merchants 
Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Al- 
den A. M. Jackson, charged to Wm. 
G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, 


' Amount of draft on Merchants’ 


Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Hen- 
ry Kelser, (charged to W. G. Cooke, 
Quarter-Master-General,) —- - 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ 
Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Wm. 
G. Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, 
(charged him,) - c - 


Receipt of Wm. G. Cooke, Acting 
Secretary of War, for balance depo- 
sited in Bank, New-Orleans, to the 
credit of the War Department, — - 


$70,000 00 


208 55 


210 00 


2,500 00 


31,659 84 


$104,638 39 


MENT, First Auditors Office, Austin, Sept. 10, 1840. 


| accounts of A. Sidney Johnston, late Secretary of War, for the 


CHARLES MASON, First Auditor. 
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DR. Thin. G, Cooke, Acting Secretary of War, in Account 
° to the 11th 


1840. 
Feb, 5, ‘To amount received from Gen. A. Sid- ` 
ney Johnston, beng balance deposit- 
ed in Merchants’ Bank to the credit 
of the War Department, - . $S31,059 84 


$31,009 84 


Treasury DEPART 


I certify that the foregoing exhibits a true statement of the 
period therein expressed. 


a, 


Ve 
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Current with the Republic of Texas, from the 5th Feb. CR. 
April, 1840. 


1840. 

April, By amount of draft on Merchants’ Bank, 
New-Orleans, in favor of Wm. G. ; 
Cooke, Quarter-Master-General, and 
charged to him, - $495 75 


e gp o Amount of Hon. Branch T. Archer's 
receipt for balance on deposite in 
Bank, New-Orleans, to the credit of ’ 
War Department, - - - 81,164 09 ` 


$31,659 84 
MENT, P'irsf Auditor's Office, Austin, Sept. 10th, 1840. 


accounts of Wm. G. Cooke, Acting Secretary of War, for the 


CHARLES MASON, First Auditor, 
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DR. Branch T. Archer, Secretary of War, in Account: 
April to the 31st 


1840. 
April 11, To amount received from Wm. G. 
Cooke, Acting Secretary of War, 
being balance on deposite in Mer- 
chants’ Bank t, New-Orleans, to the 
credit of the War Department, — $31,164 00 


reni capa ét V. Fei ora po RE RARE 


$31,164 00 
Aug. 31, To bal. charged and to be accounted for, $11,875 58 


I certify that the foregoing exhibits a true statement of the 
riod therein mentioned. 
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Current with the Republic of Texas, from the Vth OR. 
August, 1840. | 


1840, 

April, By amount paid Charles D. Sayre for 

bill of patent rifles, (charged to Col. , 
Hockley,) $3,282 50 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of W. 

H. Watrous, Commissary of Pur- tc 
chases, (charged him) — - - 5,000 00 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of Al- 

den A. M. Jackson, charged to Wm. 

G. Cooke, Quarter- Master- General, 417 12 
Amount of draft on Merchants 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of 

Benjamin Y. Gillen, Capt. T. A, 

(charged him)  - 5,000 00 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of G. 

W. Hockley, Col. of Ordnance, 

(charged him,) - 2,509 70 
© «a «a Amount of draft on Merchants? 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of G. 

W. Hockley, Col. of Ordnance, 

(charged him,) 2,213 28 
Amount of draft on Merchants’ 

Bank, New-Orleans, in favor of G. 

W. Hockley, Col. of Ordnance, 

(charged him,) - 781 36 
« 31. « Balance ‘charged and ta be: acconnt- 

| ed for, - - - - - 11875 58 


d 


$31,164 09 
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First Auprror’s Orrick, September, 10; 1840, 


recounts of Branch T. Archer, Secretary of War, for the pe 
CHARLES MASON, First Auditor. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 


NOVEMBER, 1840. ' 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
November 4, 1840. 


To His Excellency M. B. LAMAR: 

Sir :--Í have the honor to make the Annual Report of the 
Department, over which you have chosen me to preside. 

In my last report to your Excellency, I represented as nearly 
as possible the nature and extent of the contract made by Mr. 
S. M. Williams, our Naval Agent, with Mr. Frederick Daw- 
son, for the construction of the vessels contemplated by the act 
of Congress “for augmenting the navy, aud making an ap- 
propriation therefor,” approved November 4th, 1837. The 
contract was then but partly complied with, but since that 
time Mr. Dawson has delivered the brig and sloop-of-war then 
due; and every thing else appertaining to this contract has 
been complied with in the most generous and liberal manner. 


c 


Te brig and sloop-of-war, like all the other vessels, have been 


tract required, and have been furnished iu a more suitable 
manner than that for which the contractors were obligated. 
The brig, which was the last vessel received on the contract, 
was delivered at Galveston with the naval equipments belong- 
ing to her, and the other vessels, on the 25th April, 1540,— 


the ship on the 5th of January previous. I take pleasure in 
X 


constructed on a much more commodious scale than the coun- | 
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referring you to the report of Capt. J. G. Tod, late Naval Agent 
to the United States. In consequence of his not being able to 
close a contract with Mr. H. H. Williams of Baltimore for our 
supplies on such terms as he deemed the public interest re- 
quired, er as was anticipated by me in my last annual report, 
he purchased only to the extent of the means placed at his 
control. lam very much gratified that he did so, for not 
anticipating the limited views of last Congress, an agreement 
might have been entered into, quite foreign to the interest of 
the country, or tenor of the laws regulating the navy. My 
chief object in directing Capt. Tod to contract with Mr. Wil 
liams, was to avoid as many chances of the misuse of public 
funds as possible. ‘Through the exertions of Capt. Tod, and 
faithful services of Mr. Williams, I am, however, now enabled 
to report to your Excellency the entire settlement of the whole 
transaction. The Second Auditor, appointed by law to settle 
the accounts of the navy, recently had an investigation, and I 
believe satisfactory settlement of Capt. 'l'od's accounts. 

This officer is entitled to great credit for the management, 
and system always shown in his operations. His attention to } 
the complicated duties entrusted to him in the United States, | 
as well as his conduct in direct connection with this Depart- 
ment, has always been faithful and laborious, and meets my 
cordial approbation. l 

The conditions of the contract with Mr. Dawson, so far as 
concerns the delivery of the ship, only rendered it necessary 
for him to have her safely moored off the bar at the east pass 
ef Galveston Bay. This condition was stipulated for by Mr. 
Dawson under the belief that the vessel would not be able, in 
consequence of her draught, to enter the bay. This was a 
general belief, but it has since been ascertained that the ship 
can atall times pass and repass the bar with her full armament 
and entire draught of water. 

For your Excellency’s better information, and that of the 
Honorable Congress, I shall submit for consideration, with my 
report, the contraet between Mr. Frederick Dawson and Mr. 
Samuel M. Williams as being more full and explicit than any 
exposition Í might be able to make of thesubject. This docu- 
ment formed a part of my last annual report to your Excel 
lency, nevertheless, I think it my duty to lay it again before 
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you for consideration, that the entire amount of the national 
.expenditure for the procurement of our naval force may not be 
lost sight of, and that every feature of its true situation may 
be familiar to Congress, which legislated it into existence. I 
shall say nothing further on this subject, except that the five 


hundred and sixty thousand dollar bonds, hypothecated for - 


twelve months in pledge for the punctual payment of the two 
hundred and eighty thousand dollar bonds, the amount to be 
paid for the vessels, has been forfeited according to the condi- 
tions of the contract, and that Mr. Dawson now holds them as 
liabilities against this Government, redeemable in five years, 
in gold, silver, or its equivalent, interest and principal payable 
in London. The five hundred and sixty thousand dollar 
bonds were forfeited on the first day of Dec., 1839, and Mr. 
' Dawson has already sent on an agent to demand the interest 
and difference of exchange between the United States and 
London, amounting to near seventy thousand dollars. 

I have never been informed of the exact nature of the bonds 
which were to be issued by the Loan Commisioners, except 
from the contract itself, from which 1 infer that Mr. Dawson 
was to have the privilege of liquidating his bonds by selecting 
the public lands at the Government price. The sterling bonds 

which Mr. Dawson agreed to take łn lieu of the five hundred 
and sixty thousand dollar bonds, provided they were forfeited, 
have not been issued to him; and I presume, from the fact of 
his not having urged an exchange, that he prefers the liabili- 
ties which he has in his possession. 

I feel a delicacy and want of ability to advise your Excel- 
lency on this subject, and hope that I shall have sufficiently 

. discharged my duty by a plain statement of the facts as they 
exist. i 

The purchase of the steam-ship-of-war Zavala is still re- 
maining in the eondition represented to you in my last annual 
report. In consequence of the uncertainty which is thrown 
around the final adjustment of this affair, I think it highly 
advisable to have a thorough investigation instituted ; and for 
that reason your Excellency will find among the accompany- 
ing documents every thing connected with the purchase. 1 
will, however, take occasion to remark that the Zavala ought 
not to cost the Government a greater amount than one hundred 
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and forty thousand dollars, because it is one of the principal 
stipulations of the contract for her purchase, that the original 
cost was not to exceed thirty thousand dollars, and repairs then 
deemed requisite to fit her out as a vessel of war, when added 
to the original eost, were not, both taken together, to exceed 
seventy thousand dollars in sound furids ; in consideration of 
which, and the depreciated state of our curreney, the Commis- — 
sioners of the five million loan were to issue the bonds of the 
Government to Gen. James Hamilton, agent for Mr. Holford, for 
double the amount of the actual costs and expenditures up to 
the time of her delivery at Galveston, which bonds, so issued, 
were to he redeemable in tive years, to bear interest at ten per 
cent, per annum, payable semi-annually at the United States’ 
Bank of Pennsylvania, or at such agency in London as Texas 
might select, 

lt would be gratifying to me to have it in my power to lay 
before you the entire settlement of this purchase: but from 
some cause Messrs, Branket & Burnley, the authorized agents 
for auditing the accounts of the original purchase, and inei- 
dental expenses for fitting out, &e., have not reported the 
amount of the liabilities, {tis uow near twenty months since 
they were appointed for that purpose, and this Department is 
still in the most profound ignorance on this subject. [fT might 
be allowed to make any suggestion, T would most respectfully 
advise that these agents he brought to a sense of the necessity 
ofan immediate accountability in the progress of their duty, 

An aet of Congress, dated LOth January, 1839, partially 
confirms the contract between Gen. James Hamilton, the agent 
for Me. Holford cod Messrs. Burnley & Williams, the Loan 
Commissioners, car the purebase of the Charleston, and T pre- , 
sume if would dave done so to the full extent, if the real posi- 
tion ofthe case had Decu knows. From this confirmatory act, 
it seems to have intended to retity the purchase according to 
the accowapanying eontraet, yet the aet is somowhat at variance 
with its tenor, beeanse it ouly allows the sum of oue hundred 
and twenty thousand doltars as the ultimatum of remnneration, 
whereas one hundred and torry thousand may be required. I 
shall take pleasure in subantting to your Excelloney the report 
of the auditing agents, as soon as it shall have been made to 
this Department. 
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In my last report to your Excellency, [Spoke of the Zava- 
la having been ordered to New-Orleans, to undergo some 
slight, but indispensable repairs, I regret to iuform you, that 
coutrary to the instructions received, this vessel was detained 
mitch longer, and expended a much larger amount than was 
anticipated, or allowed by the orders given to her commander. 
You will perecive that the amount of nine thou and dollars 
was placed iu the hands of the purser, subject to his order for 
repairs and incidental expenses, and the manner of using them 
so particularly mentioned as to leave no possible room for mis- 
apprehension ; notwithstanding which, and specific orders not 
ta ineur any liabilities against the Government, the sum of 
sixteen thousand twenty-four dollars and fifty cents, over and 
above the amount of nine thousand dollars, entrusted to him 
as the utmost limit of expenditure, has been aeeumulated in 
various ways, as will be more fully shown by the annexed 
expenditure bill, Among the unauthorised debts of this vessel 
the firm of of Priestly & Bien of New-Orleans are creditors to 
‘the amount of four thousand seven hundred and thirty-six 
dollars. By the orders of your Excellency, the sum of thirty 
thonsand dollars in tho promissory notes of this Government, 
| drawn from the naval appropriation of this and the past year, 
was hypothecated in New-Orleans ou the 15th July last by Mr. 
Brounum, the Naval Agent, until after the adjournment of the 
present Congress, at the end of which time they are to become 
the property of the above named firm unless sooner redeamed 
by the payment of the debt in par funds, If any measures 
can be resorted to for the payment of the amount for which the 
promissory notes have been pledged it would not only avoid 
an onerous discount, but in the present limited affairs of the 
service, it would he of essential value in the liquidation of 
many authorised expenditures at homo. L regret that any lia- 
bilities should have accumulated against the navy, for it has 
been my studious care to limit its purchases to the scanty and 
iusuffieient appropriations mado by the last Congress for its 
maintainance ; this, however, presents one of those cases which 
no care or foresight of this Department could either anticipate 
or control ; a reference to the orders and instructions given to 


Capt, Hinton, and hereto annexed, T trnst will satisfy you of : 
' ' y 


this fet. I hope this matter may receive your especial atten- 
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tion, and that som® speedy method of settlement will be de- 
vised. It is the only unauthorised debt which has accumu- 
lated against the navy, since my administration of the affairs 
of this office. ‘There is still near twelve thousand dollars of 
the outstanding accounts of the Zavala, of which no disposi- 


- tion has been heen made, and they consist principally in small 


bills for supplies afforded, or services rendered by persons but 
little able either to lose their dues, or abide a delay of their pay- 
ment. 

On the return of the Zavala to Galveston, her natural effi- 
ciency was found to be very much increased, and I have no 
hesitation in saying that the unauthorised repairs were essen- 
tially needed, and they would have been suggested by the 
proper authority, except for the consciousness of inability to 
pay forthem: During the present cruise of our fleet on the 
Mexican coast, this vessel has proven herself decidedly the 
most efficient in the service, For information concerning her 
present condition and efficiency, as well as that of all the ves- 
sels in service, with the exception of those in ordinary, I refer 
you to the accompanying report of Commodore E. W. Moore. 

On the occasion of ordering the navy to sea during the 
month of June last, the brig Wharton, Commander George 
Wheelwright, was partially provisioned and fitted out for the 
expedition, but it was found she would not be able to go on a 
cruise without great expense, and the purchase of many arti- 
cles not on hand, it was therefore deemed advisable to order 
the crew and officers on board the San Antonio, to join the 
squadron on the Gulf, to be distributed te the best advantage, , 
as none of the vessels had a eomplement of either men or offi- 
cers. Owing to the manner in which her crew was shipped, 
by the commander, it-was not in the power of the proper au- 
thority to carry that order into effect. 

The brigs Wharton and Archer have both been dismantled 
and laid up in ordinary under charge of Commander J. Clark, 
an officer of experince and merit in his profession. ‘They have 
been lately caulked and placed in as good a state of preserva- 
tion against the weather as the limited means of the Department 
would admit. 

The navy-yard under the charge of John G. Tod has been 
improved, and the buildings repaired, without having scarcely 


Tot 
any of the necessary means afforded him for the accomplish- 
ment of the undertaking. A system of accountability has 
been established throughout the station, from which the De- 
partment has already experienced beneficial results. 
In consequence of the leaky condition of the brig Potomac, 
formerly the receiving ship, she has had every thing removed 


from her: placed securely in the yard, and her crew transfer» : 


red to the Wharton. 1t has since been discovered, and pre- 
vented as far asit was deemed necessary, to keep her from 
sinking. This vessel is now and has been for a long while, 
perfectly useless to the Government for any purpose whatever, 
and, as an application has been made by the commander of 
the station to transfer her to the pilot of Galveston, with a view 
of making a light boat of her, upon such terms as he believes 
would be beneficial to the public interest, I advise the measure, 
believing it will not interfere with the best interests of the 
navy, and that it will be of great advantage to our growing 
commerce. 

"The navy-yard at Galveston is still held at the abeyance of 
its legal owners, who might at any time seriously discommode 
the service. This fact is sufficient to prevent the construction 
of any permanent improvements, for if the Government is to 
be deprived of the use of them at the discretion of any person 
who may become the purchaser of the premises, it is better 
that temporary arrangements should be made. I would ad- 
vise that an agent be appointed to conclude something final 
upon this subject, for the nature of the service at all times 
renders it necessary to have the entire and uninterrupted use 
of its naval dépôts. The construction of reservoirs, quarters, 
sail-lofts, svare-houses, powder-magazines and batteries, should 
always be done with a view to permanency. So far as the 
ereetion of naval ware-houses, and the erection of new dépóts 
are concerned, I shall make but few remarks only giving it as 
my humble opinion that the establishment of some three or 
four at convenient intervals along our coast, would be of es- 
sential service to our commerce, and facilitate greatly in the 
disseminatiom of correct knowledge concerning the extent of 
our bays, and the depth of water on our bars. 

. Nothing further has been done since my Jast annual report, 
in the contemplated survey of the coast, for- the reason that 
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the instruments procured especially with a view to this object, 
were required by the commissioner appointed to run the boun- 
dary line between Texas and the United States. It was with 
great reluctance, and not until after a full conviction of the 
necessity of doing so, that the instruments were transferred, 
Assoon as the squadron returns, the instruments will have been 
restored, and there willbe nothing to interfere with the im- 
mediate and satisfactory survey of the coast. d 

The navy agent has recently settled his accounts. A large 
amount of money has passed through the hands of this officer, 
and Iam gratified at the fact of his having closed his steward- 
ship with satisfaction to those who have the inspection of his 
conduct. Concerning the details of his settlement, I refer you 
to the Second Auditor with whom it has been made. In the 
present condition of the service, the navy agent has the pur- 
chase of almost every thing consumed by the navy ; and I 
would therefore advise that some more definite Jaws be enacted 
for the government of his contracts for supplies, and that his 
functions in this respect be more intimately connected with 
the commanding officer of the station or squadron, on whose 
requisitions his purchases are made. ‘Too many guards can- 
not be thrown around the duties of disbursing officers, for they 
do not encumber the honest, and act as the most salutary 
checks against the misuse of government funds. 

Commodore E. W. Moore has not yet entirely settled his 
accounts ; he was ordered to this place in the month of April 
last for that purpose, but was unable to close his business, in 
consequence ofthe absence of Capt. John G. 'T'od, with whom 
he had transacted some of his monetary affairs. - Capt. Tod 
has since returned, and hissettlement with the Auditor I hope 
has removed every difficulty in the way of a final and satis- 
factory disposition of Commodore Moore's accounts. 

The following list of articles represents the amount of naval 
supplies now in the navy store, and those slops and articles 
of subsistence which are deficient, viz :— 


216 gallons Beans, 13 tierces Rice, 
63 bbls. Beef, `- 10 hhds. Sugar, 
19 do. Bread (very bad,) i29bbls do. 


1 do. Pork, 
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l RATIONS DEFICIENT. 
Raisins, Pickles, Cheese, Butter, Whiskey, Vinegar, Molas- 
ses, Tea and Flour. 


NECESSARY SLOPS DEFICIENT, 


Soap, Candles, Shoes, Woollen Socks, and many other 
articles purchased by Government. : ? 
A very limited quantity of the articles consumed by the navy 
for this year have been afforded by the appropriations for 
1840. With a few exceptions they were obtained by Capt. 
Tod, out of the appropriation for last year, during the execu- 
tion of his duties as naval agent in Baltimore. ‘he entire 
navy might have been provisioned, equipped and manned for 
the present year if Congress had recognised the policy of active 
operations; but when the fact of the disbanding law was pro- 
claimed through the sanctity of legislative action, its tincertain 
terms threw every thing connected with the navy into doubt, 
affording ample latitude for speculation, as to the acfual mean- 
ing of the law, and rendering it necessary for the navy to be 
held in continual readiness for a “hostile demonstration.” If 
a peremptory law had been concluded upor by Congress com- 
pelling, and not requesting the President to lay the navy up 
in ordinary ; if a law had been passed, in the wording of which 
no such doubtful term as “hostile demonstration ” was writ- 
ten, and by which your Excellency was relieved from the 
necessity of deciding upon what construction Congress intend- 
ed should be placed upon the term “ hostile demonstration,” 
our dearly-bought re-organized navy might at the present mo- 
ment, if an occasion required it, send forth its banner for a year 
hence in force and terror upon the Mexican coast. But now, 
the table already exhibited, shows the remnant of what might 
have been used to a good advantage, and the want of which 
our depreciated currency cannot procure. When Cotigress 
passed the law requesting your Excellency to lay the havy up 
in ordinary, excepting in the event of a “ hostile demonstra~ 
tion,” that body was aware of the fact that an agent was ther 
in Mexico negotiating for pacific arrangements, and the recog- 
nition ofour independence; sanctioned his presence there, and 
tendered it incumbent on this Government to respect his con- 
duet so long as transacted: within the bounds of national lew 
¥ 
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and propriety, Iis negotiations are not yet closed, aud when 
they will be, is not for me to surmise ; but so long as he re- 
mains there we are bound hy every consideration of integrity 
to refrain from the commission of hostilities ; but how frequent. 
ly has it transpired since the rising of last Congress that Texas 
has been threatened with an invasion, and every preparation 
made for bloody and vindictive war? How far propor, under 
these circumstances, it was necessary for the navy to be upon 
the Mexican coast, aud how far, under these eireumstanecs, 
“hostile demonstrations? were made, is not for me but for 
your Lixeelleney and Congress to decide, One thing, howe 
ever, is certain, that the navy was ordered to sea in view of a 
termination of Mr. Preat's duties, and the invasion of our ter- 
ritory. All that I have to regret iu making my report to your 
Excellency is, that the time and supplies which have been con- 
sumed in holding ourselves in a state of preparation for war, 
was not consumed in open acts of hostility, the dovastation of 
their coast, capture of their vessels, and blockade of their sca- 
port towns; a policy sanctioned by every consideration of 
justice, and as much required by our prosperity as the neglee 
of it has been beneficial to Mexico. 

i have now, Sir, but a few words more to communicate be- 
fore E shall have closed my report. The re-organized navy in 
its present condition, has cost this Government near eleven 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars in gold, silver, or its equi- 
valent, and in raany instances, as for example, the five hundred 
aud eighty thousand dollar bonds in the hands of Mr. Dawson, 
-how much may be demanded as that equivalent, eau. only 
he ascertained by the developements ofthe future, fit is to he 
paid in our depreciated currency. The political affairs of this | 
country wear any other aspect than one of peace and security; 
our young institutions are yet threatened with a foe powerful 
under any circumstances, and dangerous in the extreme, 
when left to choose its time and mode of wartare, When the 
internal dissensions of Mexico shall have been settled among 
themselves, let no mistaken judgment conclude that the at 
rogance and pride of an egotistical Government like that of 
Mexico, will suiler_us to exercise the rights of freemen over 
the vast extont of fertile soil whieh has, in their ostimation. 
been but momentarily snatched fem them, The navy which 
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has cost this Government so dearly is the right arm of its 
defenee, aud whenever it is mutilated and destroyed, the 
strength of otr capacities for defensive or offensive operations 
will be shorn, and Texas left a prey to her enemies. But it 
seetus that this brauch of national defeneo is fated to nnsior- 
tune and caprice of the most ruinous nature. Congress legis- 
lated it into existence, and with a liberality which gave hope 
and almost certainty of an intention to foster it, appropriated 
a suficient amount to make it effeetive ; another aoe 
body takes the subject into consideration, changes its destiny 


navy has never yet had an opportunity of demonstrating its 
advantages, and so long as Congress pursues towards it a vas- 
cillating policy, it never will. Sailors are not to be procured 
with the facility of soldiers, nor are competent and honorable 
naval officers to be obtained whenever they are ueeded. So 
many changes have taken place in our navy, that if it had 
heen disbanded as Congress requested, unless in case of a 
“hostile demonstration,” it would have been impossible on any 
oeeasion, however much the interest or security of the country 
required it, to procnre them again. 

When the navy returns from the present emise, it will be 
absolutely neeessury to make some provisions for its further 
subsistence. ‘There will be a considerable amount due the 
officers and men, and there is nothing remaining of tho last 
year's appropriations with which to pay them. Jt has always 
been my unwavering policy to foster and protect our navy. It 
has always been my steady desire that it should be employed 
in the most active mauner against our enemy. "These opin- 
lonsare based upon a confident belief that Mexico will be in- 
fluenced only by coercion, and that the navy employed in tins 
way might, long ere this time, have repaid the entire expense 
of its purchase ; but unless more liberal appropriations are 
mede for its maintenance, unless it is provided with necessary 
means to render it effective, and ordered to sea with directions 
to proseerite the most active and energetic warfare, I would 
advise that your Excellency recommend to Congress its 
entire disbandment; for during the present year, with every 
keility of doing the “state some serviee,” it has heen so en- 
cunbered with uncertainty, and restricted in its operations as 


and deprives it of the power of rendering itself useful. The - 
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to render it a source of useless national expense. [f the navy 
is disbanded, Congress should make the most ample provision 
for the preservation of the vessels, or appoint some agency for 
its immediate sale. We have but few facilities at best for the 
good keeping of vessels in ordinary, and if they cannot be 
afforded, it will be far the most politic plan to dispose of ther. 
Our navy once disbanded cannot be resuscitated again at the 
will of Congress ; our vessels once sold, and many years will 
roll over the destiny of Texas, before it can purchase another. 
I have the honor to be your most obedient, 
: LOUIS P. COOKE, 
Secretary of the Navy, 


SCHEDULE 


Of Documents referred to in the foregoing Report. 


Document A, contains the report of the agency of John G, 
Tod, while Navy Agentin the United States. 

Document B, contains the contract between Mr. F. Dawson 
of Baltimore, and S. M. Williams, Naval Agent of the Republic 
of Texas, for six vessels, accompanied by the Ship-builder’s 
agreements, ] 

Document C, contains copies of letters from Messrs. Hamil- 
ton and others, to the Secretary of the Navy,—the contract 
between James Hamilton and Messrs. Burnley & Williams, 
Loan Commissioners, for the purchase of the Charleston. 
(now the Zavala,)—copies of letters from Hon. M. Hunt, to 
Messrs. Branker & Burnley, &c. 

Document D, contains copies of orders to Commander A. 
C. Hinton from the Secretary of the Navy, and Commodore 
Moore. ' 

Document E, contains an account current of the expendi- 
tures of the Zavala while in New-Orleans in the winter of 
1839 and 1840. 

Document F, contains the report of Comm. E. W. Moore. 

Document G, contains copy of Secretary of the Navy's 
letter to Commander A, C. Hinton. l 


DOCUMENT A. 


GALVESTON, Texas, 
June 28,1840. -~ 


Sır :—1 have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this 
place on the Ist instant, from New-York, having left there on 
the evening of the 9th ultimo, with the mail, arriving in New- 


Orleans on the morning of the 20th, —having been detained ` ` 


there waiting for a passage until the 20th. 

It was my intention to remain in the United States until 1 
met with an opportunity of shipping the remainder of the naval 
supplies, and take charge of them; but 1 found that the delay 
would be greater than I anticipated. I at once concluded to 
return the very moment I could arrange some pecuniary 
affairs with the Commissioners, so as to enable me to meet a 
few outstanding claims against the Government. I had fre- 
quent conversations with Messrs. Hamilton and Burnley upou 
the subject, and it was only on the 7th of May last, that I was 
authorised by Gen. Hamilton to make out a warrant to receive 
the amount I required. The second day afterwards, a few 
moments before he embarked for Europe, he gave me a check 
on the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, for fifteen hun- 
dred dollars, it being on Saturday, and having made all my ar- 
rangements to start that evening for New-Orleans so as to meet 
the boat of the 20th, I found it was impossible to remain in 
Philadelphia a sufficient length of time to negotiate the check. 
I made several attempts to dispose of it in New-York, but 1 
found the discount ‘greater than I felt at ‘liberty to make.— 
Through the kindness and attention of our Consul in New- 
York, J. Radcliff, Esq., I was furnished with four hundred 
dollars ($400) to pay my expenses out, and the balance of the 
check was to be transmitted to H. H. Williams, Esq., of Balti- 
more, to be deposited with him to meet the payment for the 
marine equipments, battle-axes, &c. 

You will find the receipt of Mr. Radcliff marked No. 3. 

You will also find a copy ofthe warrant fox, the $1,500 that 
T received fromm Gen, Hamilton, marked No. 4, 
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T advised the Department so fully of my operations in the 
United States, that little is left for mo to lay before it. 1, how- 
ever, felt it my duty iu consideration of the liberality shown 
on all aecasions by Mr, Dawson in fulfilling the contract, to 
address him the letter marked No. 1. Trefer you to his reply 
marked No. 8, alike creditable, and honorable to one who has 
shown his faith in the stability and integrity of our institutions 
in something more than mere expressions, 

I also, before closing this communication, as being the last 
act connected with my ageney in the United States, take plea- 
sure in acknowledeium the obligation T am under to Comma- 
dores Barron and Warrington of the United States Navy, aud 
Mr, Francis Grice, naval constructor at the Norfolk doek-yard, 
for much useful information. imparted to me by those gentle- 
men, the experience of whom, combined with: their ability, 
entitles them to be considered the master-spirits of their pro» 
fossion. 

It, 15. Williams, our consul in Baltimore, to whom was en- 
trusted the purchase of our. supplies under my direction, is 
also entitled to great eredit for the very cordial manner which 
he showed in meeting my wishes, and rendering all the assis- 
tance in his power to comply with the nuinerous wants of our 
naval interest. 

So far as application and attention to the responsible duties 
coufided to ine. by the Government could ensure success, | 
feel eonseious that T have left no means undone to accomplish 
them in as satisfactory a manner as my humble abilities were 
sapable of performing. 

l herewith exhibit, for the satisfaction of the Department, 
the accounts and vouchers for the publie money disbursed by 
mo. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Y our obedient servant, 
JOHN G. TOD, 

To Hon. Lours P. Coogn, 

Seeretary of the Navy, Austin. 
a 
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DOCUMENT NO, i. 
Referred io in the foregoing Report. 


Barrimonn, Mna March 19, 1840. 
E Dawson, Esq, : 8 

Dian Sır Dlhe last vessel eluded in the contrast en- » - 
tered into by yourself on one part, and the Republic of Texas 
at the other part, having received from me the certificate ap- 
proving of the same, I feel it a duty as well as à. pleasure to 
express to you the satisfaction I have in testifying to the very 
ereditable and liberal manner iu which the contract has been 
been fulfilled on your part. 

{ will not indulge iu any useless expressions of my opinion 
of these Vessels, they speak for themselves, and many persons 
of acknowledged judgment in naval architecture, have pro- 
nouneed them equal to any that have ever sailed from this 
port, in beauty of model, strength and durability of materials, 
and finished specimens of workmanship. 

[ shall feel it my duty, and*bolieve me, it will be a grateful 
one, to make known to my Government, and to myé fellow- 
citizens, on my return to Texas, the liberality with which 
you have acted in fitting out these vessels for the infant Re- 
le of which you havé always been tho fast and generous 
friend. 

l hope that your commercial enterprise will be crowned 
with complete success, and that a fall portion of the benefit 
my adopted country derives from your liberal conduct in refer- 
ence to her naval interest, will enure to you, asa well-earned 
compensation for the advantages which the Republic derives 
from your unwavering confidence in her resources, her integ- 
rity and honor. 

I romain, with great regard and esteem, 
Your ohedient servant, 
JOIN G. TOD, 
Vaval Agent of Tevas to the CN 
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DOCUMENT NO. 2. 
Referred to in the foregoing Report. 


Bar"rwonr, March 19, 1840. 


Joun G. 'Top, Psy.: 

Dean Sinil have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of this date, and in doing so, I beg fo thank you for the 
handsome manneria which you are pleased to notice my fal- 
filment of my contract with your Government for their navy, 
as well as for your expressions of regard individually towards 
myself I entered on this contract with your Government 
when it was almost without credit, and thougl from the de- 
pressed state since of commerce throughout the world, your 
Government has been unable to obtain that credit which is its 
due; none better than yourself ean know that since I made it, 
my desire has been to do it every justice; and it isa great 
satisfaction to me, that what I have done is so well appre- 
ciated. i 
- You are now abont to return to your own còuntry, and in 
taking lditve of you, I should do injustice to my feelings, were 
I not to seeure this occasion of assuring you of the great gra- 
tification I have derived from the oportnnity this business has 
afforded me of becoming known to you. 

A stranger when you came among us, you have gained the 
esteem and confidence of all who have come in contact with 
you, and you carry with you their best wishes for your wel- 
fare, Allow me to add my sincere wish, that the acquaintance 
now formed may be continued, and that after your return to 
your own country, I may long hear of your prosperity. 

Believe me to be, my dear Sir, 
Ever yours faithfully, | 
BREDERICK DAWSON. 


DOCUMENT NO. 3. 
Referred to in tho foregoing Report. 


New-Yorx, May 9, 1840. 


Received of Mr, John G. Tod, Gen. James Hamilton’s check 
onthe United States’ Bank of Pennsylvania, for fifteen hundred 
dollars, which I am to collect, and pay myself four hundred 
dollars (New-York currency,) and hold the balance of the pro- 
ceeds, subject to the order of ET. IT. Williams of Baltimore. 

[Signed] AUGUSTUS W. RADCLIFF. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 4. 
Referred toin the foregoing Report. 


Nrew-Yorn, May 7, 1840. 


Sti As it is absolutely necessary for the requirements of 
the publie service, and the eredit of the Navy Department, 
that further means should be placed at the disposal of the 
naval ageney in this country, previous to my departure, for 
the liquidation of some outstanding bills, I do urgently request 
you to place fifteen hundred dollars to my order before your 
departure. 

Lam, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] JOHN G. TOD, of Texas, | 
Naval Agent ie U. S. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


P4 


Contracts for one Ship, two Brigs and three Schoouers. 


Be it known by this instrament of contract and writing 
obligatory, that whereas the Congress of Texas did, on the 3d 
day of November, 1537, pass an act for augmenting the Navy 
of Texas, and did therefor appropriate the sum of two huudred 
and cighty thousand dollars, as more fully will appear by re- 
ference to the said act, a certified copy of which, issued from 
the Department of State by R. A. Irion, Esq, Secretary of 
State, under the seal of the Department, dated 6th August, 
1838, is now in the hands of Samuel M. Williams, Naval 
Agent for the Republic of Texas, and is herewith exhibited; 
as also a secret resolution, likewise issued under the certificate 
of the said Secretary of the Department of State, under which 
act the Government of Texas requires one ship, or brig of 
about 500 tons, to mount 18 guus; two barques or brigs of 
about 300 tons, to mount 12 guns each; and three schooners 
about 130 tons, to mount 5 or 7 guns each; to be fitted and 
furnishcd with such armament and artillery as may be best 
adapted to such vessels. 

And, whereas, the said Congress, by the said aet and rero- 
lution, did contemplate that the money required to pay for said 
vessels, would be raised and procured from the negotiation of 
the Five Million Loan; and whereas the commissioners for 
the negotiation of said loan, have failed in the negotiation of 
the same, and the prospect of success being removed for an 
indefinite period: Therefore this instrament of contract aud 
writing obligatory made and entered into by and between 
Frederick Dawson, Esq, merchant of this city, of the first 
part, and S, M. Williams, Naval Agent of Texas, of the se 
eond part, witnesseth : That the party of the first part, hereby 
binds and obliges himself to have built, furnished and equip 
ped, full, perfect and complete—one ship, two brigs and three 
schooners, of the form, manner and description, as are fully 
end completely laid down and set forth in an instrument ei 
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writing signed by these contracting parties, made and fur- 
nished by the various artists who are to be employed 1n the 
construction, fitting, furnishing and equipping said vessels, as 
also in the statement of provisions, munitions, &c., &c., which 
will be required ; which description and statement are hereby 
declared by the contracting parties to form part and particle of 
this contract, the same as if herein recorded and set forth, and 
io have the same force and effect in law and equity. The 
whole to be built, done, furnished and equipped for the said 
sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, lawful cur- 
syency of the United States, or its equivalent. The building 
and construction of the said vessels to be commenced imme- 
diately, and prosecuted with all the despatch which may be 
consistent and proper with the full and faithful construction 
of such vessels, under the direction and management of said 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent aforesaid, or such other 
person as, he may appoint. Which vessels so constructed, 
fitted, provisioned and equipped, are, by the said party of the 
first part, to be delivered to the Government of Texas at the 
port of Galveston, free from any further charge and expense 
to the said Government than what is heretofore expressed ; 
which delivery shall be made as soon after the completion of 
them às may be practicable, without any unnecessary delay or 
detention ; it being understood that the delivery of the ship 
shall be effected hy her being safely moored and anchored, 
outside of the harbor of Galveston, at the usual point where 
vessels are anchored, The party of the second part hereby sti- 
pulates and agrees, and, bythis instrument, binds and obligates 
and pledges the public faith of the Republic of Texas to receive 
the vessels as before mentioned and described, when so deli- 
vered at Galveston in Texas; and in the same manner for the 
security of the party of the first part, stipulates and agrees that 
the bonds of the Government of Texas, made and executed by 
the Commissioners for the Loan, shall be executed and signed 
and deposited in the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, 
or the Girard Bank at Philadelphia, for double the amount of 
the said sum of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, say 
for (ive hundred and sixty thousand dollars, there to remain 
in pledge as security to the party of the first part for the space 
of twelve calendar months, which bonds are to bear on the 
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zace of them a rate of interest of ten per cent. per annum, re- 
deemable in five years, interest and principal payable in Lon- 
don, which bonds can be redeemed at the end of twelve months, 
by the payment of the two hundred and eighty thousand dol- 
lars, and the ten per cent. which shall have accrued on the . 
said bonds for the twelve months which they must remain in 
pledge, being made in Gold or Silver, or its equivalent, irto 
the Said United States’ Bank of Pennsylvania, or the Girard 
Bank. The party of the first part stipulates and agrees that 
if the Government of 'Texas shall prefer to instruct the Loan 
Commissioners to issue, or shall itself issue sterling bonds for 
the sum of five hundred and twenty thousand dollars, at any 
time prior to the first day of February next, he will receive 
them in full liquidation, and payment of the debt hereby cre- 
ated, and in lieu of the bonds heretofore mentioned ; and fur- 
ther,that he will receive the said sterling bonds, without the pri- 
vilege of taking lands in payment, as is stipulated in the bo 
already drawn; the said sterling bonds to be redeemable in thirty 
years, to bear ten per cent. interest per annum, payable semi- 
annually, interest and principal payable ın London, which 
bonds shall be dated the first of January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-nine. Itis further stipulated and agreed by the 
party of the second part that if the first-mentioned bonds, 
which are to be placed in the United States’ Bank, or the 
Girar Bank, shall not be redeemed. as expressed in this con- 
tract, on the first day of December, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine, they shall, from and after that day, become the 
property of the said party of the first part, and the President 
of the Bank in whieh they shall be deposited, shall be, and is 
hereby authorized to deliver, at that time, the said bonds to the 
said party of the first part. 

It is further agreed between the contracting parties, that 
when the vessels are finished and completed as contracted for, 
and expressed in the schedule and statement, the Naval Agent 
shall issue a certificate to that effect, prior to their departure 
from the United States, which certificate shall express the ap- 
proval and the compliance of the party of the first part, of all 
the stipulations, agreements and statements made and entered 
into, except the delivery of the vessels at Galveston. 

In witness of all which the parties of the first and second 
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parts have signed this instrument, with their own proper 
hands, and affixed their seals in the city of Baltimore, State 
of Maryland, the 13th November, 1838. 
| Signed] F. DAWSON. ( SEAL.) 
Signed | S. M, WILLIAMS. (SEAL) =- 
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Be it known by this instrument of writing, that, whereas, 
Frederick Dawson, merchant of this city, of the one part, and 
Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent of the Republic of Texas, 
of the other part, did, on the 13th day of November, 1838, 
enter into a contract, by "which the said Dawson bound and 
obliged himself to have buit one ship, two brigs and three 
schooners; and, whereas, in the said contraet, it was agreed, 
by and between the contracting parties that said vessels should 
be made after the form, manner and description, as should be 
set forth ih an instrument of writing, to be signed by the con- 
tracting parties made from the various statements which would 
be furnished by the various artists to be employed in the 
building, fitting, furnishing and equipping said vessels—and 
should be furnished with provisions, munitions, &o., &c., re- 
quisite, to be set forth in a statement made to that effect, which 
instrument of writing and statement, when made, the con- 
tracting parties did agree should form part and particle of said 
contract, and to have the same foree and effect in law and in 
equity, as if it had been*therein recorded,—therefore, the said 
contracting parties do hereby covenant and agree that all mat- 
ters and specifications herein recorded and-set forth, shall be 
held and considered as forming part of said contract as afore- 
said, and binding as is therein provided for, as also all instru- 
ments of writing herein referred to, noted and mentioned, and 
countersigned by the said contracting parties. 

' Now, be it known, that William and George Gardner, Ship- 
builders of this city, have furnished a statement for building a 
ship, which has been accepted by the parties, and is as follows, 
fo wit: : 


Length between the perpendiculars, 125 feet. 


Beam moulded, 5 à i - 3i c 
Depth of hold, - - - - 12 6-12 « 
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‘The entire frame to be composed of the best quality white 
oak—the main transom, apron and knight-heads of live oak or 
locust; the frame to be sided not less than nine inches moulded, 
twelve inches at the keel, and six inches at the plank-sheer, 
moulded edges, fitted close, and frame bolted together with 
three-quarter inch bolt iron, the floor timbers and kelson to-be 
fastened with not less than one inch bolt copper through the 
floor timbers, and one inch and one-eighth through the kelson 
and floor timbers, all the above bolts to be riveted under the 
keel, the dead wood and apron to,be fastened with copper of 
the same size, the bottom plank to be of the best quality of 
white oak, three inches and a lalf thick, to be fastened in the 
best manner, say with two composition spikes and two tree- 
nails in each frame, and butt bolted with three-quarter inch 
bolt copper. The bends or wales to be of the best quality 
white oak, four and a half inches thick, diminished down to 
three and a half inches to form a flush side. The'ceiling to 
be 3 6-12 inches thick, of white oak, except six, four and a half 
inch bilge streaks, well fastened ; the beams to be of yellow 
pine, well seeured, with two horizontal and one diagonal knee 
to each beam-end, well bolted with seven-eighth inch iron bolts, 
two beams to each mast, as low down as the berth deck, and 
secured at each end with two knees well fastened through the 
timbers with one inch bolt iron, all in the best and most sub- 
stantial manner; the deck of three inch yellow pine and 
plugged, the main rail to be five feet from the deck, with solid 
waist planks inside and ont, with tWo inch pine plank and 
plugged ; the wood-work for the capstan suitable to weigh 
the anchor; top-gallant, fore-castle, and poop-deek finished 
complete; fly-rail fore-and-aft; one set of spars complete, 
with two extra top-masts, one extra main, and one fore-yard, 
one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with three rough spars to be 
used as circumstances and need may require. The borth 
deck to extend from the fore mast to the ward room. The 
berth deck beams to be six inches square, to rest on a clamp 
well secured to the sides the whole length of said deck; the 
whole carpenter's work to be finished to a cleat. And in like 
manner the statement furnished by J. A. Rabb & Co., Ship 
builders of this city, for two brigs, each of the following di 
mensions, to wit:-—One hundred and ten feet between per 
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pendiculars, twenty-eight moulded beam, eleven feet hold. 
To be built of materials as described for the ship, bolted and 
fastened in like manner, and finished as described in the said 
statement furnished, which in all particulars is as binding as 
if herein recorded and set forth. And in like manner the 
statement furnished by L. H, Dunkin, Ship-builder of this city, 
for three schooners, each of the following dimensions, to wit:— 
sixty-six feet straight length of keel, twenty-one feet six inches 
breadth of beam mould, eight feet depth of hold, fifteen feet 
rake forward, two feet rake aft, one foot ten inches dead rise. 
To be built of materials and finished as is described in the - 
said statement, which in all particulars is as binding as if 
herein recorded. and set forth. 

Itis further agreed upon by the contracting parties that the 
before described ship, brigs and schooners, shall each, and all 
be coppered with first quality sheet copper, of the weight and 
size adapted and suited to their class, and as is usual and cus- 
tomary for vessels intended for the purposes of war as a Navy, 
and shall be put into the hands of competent joiners to be fitted, 
and provided with the work necessary, and is as usual in that 
branch, to wit:— Cabins, store-rooms, lockers, berths, maga- 
anes, &c., m a manner similar to the fixtures with which the 
brigs and corvette ship, built for the Mexican Government 
were provided, agreeably to a plan presented by Thomas C. 
Morris & Son, Ship-joiners; and the three schooners are in 
like manner to be fitted and furnished, according to a plan 
presented by said Morris & Son. 

The ship shall be provided with two bower chain cables, 
cach ninety fathoms long, of one and a quarter inch iron, and 
sheet chain ninety fathoms long, of 1-8-8ths inch iron, two 
hemp hawsers, eight and nine inches in circumference, one 
hundred and twenty fathoms long, with two bower anchors, 
and one sheet anchor of proper and suitable weight, two iron 
kedwes for the hawsers, and two light kedges for warping, and 
boat grapnels; the brigs shall be provided with one bower 
chain cable, for each ninety fathoms long of 14 inch iron, one 
bower cable, (of 1 1-10th inch iron) for each ninety fathoms: 
loug, and one sheet chain, ninety fathoms long, of 14 inch 
non, and each with two hemp hawsers one hundred ane 
twenty fathoms long, ~- inches in cireumferencé, and shal} 
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be provided with, each, two bowet ahchors, and one sheet an-- 
chor of propet and suitable weight, with, each, two iron kedges: 


for the hawsers; and two light kedges, each, for warping and 
grapnels; each schooner shall be furnished with one chain 
cable for a best bower, seventy-five fathoms long, on three- 
quarter inch iron, and one chain cable for a small bower, sev- 
enty-five fathoms long of 1 1-16 inch iron, and one henip 
hawser five inches in circumference, one hundred and twenty 


fathoms long, and one Manilla tow-line of a suitable size, and 


one hundred and twenty fethoms long, and shall be provided 
with anchors of a proper size, and suitable weight, with two 
iron kedges for each. 

The ship shall be provided with one launch twenty-six feet 
long, two euttërs, and two quarter boats, according to an esti- 
mate and plan made by Alexander Cummins, Boat-builder :— 
Each brig shall be provided with one launch'twenty-four and 
a half feet long, two cutters and two quarter-boats, agreeably 
to a plan of said Cummins; each schooner shall be provided 
with two boats, similar to those used by the United States’ 
Revenue Cutters. 

The ship shall be provided with the necessary kelson and 
wing casks, to contain at least eight thousand gallons of water; 
each brig shall be provided with the necessary kelson and 
wing casks, to contain at lezst six thousand' five hundred gal- 
lons of water each; and the schooners, each, with the neces- 
sary water-casks for three thousand galloris of water, including 
one tank for each. 

The ship shall be provided with thirty-six buckets, thirty- 
six mess kids, two breakers for a boat, and two harness casks ; 
the brigs shall have, each, twenty-four btickets, twenty-four 
mess kids, two breakers for a boat, and two harness casks; 
each schooner shall be provided with eight buckets, eight 
mess kids, two breakers, and two harness casks; each one of 
the vessels shall be provided with a proper and complete chest 
of carpenter’s tools, and caulker’s mstruments, according to 
her class. . 

The ship shall be provided with eighteen 24 pound Colum- 
bianade guns; each brig shall be fürnished with twelve 18 
pound Columbianade guns; and each schooner with four 12 
pound Columbianade guns, and one long 12 pound gum 
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‘mounted on a pivot; the guns to be of the pattern shown by 

Mr. Jamieson, cast at the foundry of Gen. Mason, at George- 
town, District of Columbia ; the guns to be mounted complete, 
with all the necessary accoutrements, and to be furnished, 
each, with sufficient powder for twenty-five rounds, with suf- 
ficient shot for each round to load with one round shot, andà 
stand of grape, or canister of long range; that is, for each gun 
25 round shot, 13 canisters of long range, and grape for twelve 
stands; the guns to be fitted with locks, and the magazines to 
be furnished with flannel for the cartridges; the ship to be 
furnished with 30 good muskets; and each brig with 25 mus- 
kets; and each schooner with 12 muskets ; ten pairs of pistols 
for the ship, and 30 cutlasses; and for each brig ten pairs of 
pistols and 15 cutlasses; and for each schooner 8 pairs of pis- 
tols and 15 cutlasses; there shall be furnished for the use of 
the vessels 400 blue jackets, 400 pairs of trowsers, 400 duck 
shirts, 400 flannel shirts, 400 pairs of shoes, and 400 black silk 
handkerchiefs. 

The ship, brigs and schooners shall, each, according to her 
class, be furnished with a eomplete suit of sails made of the 
best materials, according to the drafts made by Messrs. Benja- 
min Buck & Sons, Sail-makers of this city; and the ship and 
the two brigs shall, each, have a spare top-sail ; and the ship, 
brigs and schooners shall be furnished with spare canvass of- 
different qualities, as may be necessary for the use of the ves- | 
sels for a reasonable time, say thirty bolts for all the vessels. 

‘There shall be furnished for the. ship, brigs and schooners” 
provisions for 400 men for 4 months, allowing one ration for 
each man for 120 days, to wit:—42,477 pounds of bread, 
26,490 pounds of beef, 20,800 pounds of pork, 6,912 pounds 
of flour, 867 pounds of butter, with full rations of cheese, or 
pickles and raisins, as may be preferred, for the same length 
of time; 867 gallons of rice, 867 gallons of beans, 445 gallons 
of molasses, 445 gallons of vinegar. 

_ The ship, brigs and schooners shall be completely fitted with 
rigging of the best materials, of the various sizes and dimen- 
sions, according to the direction of the Master-rigger, and, un- 
der his superintendence, be completely fitted and rigged ; and, 
also, completely furnished with blocks; all the haliard-blocks, 
and brace-blocks to be bushed, and every gun slfall be fur- 
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nished with the proper rigging and blocks, and fit them com- 
lete. 
i Each vessel shall be provided with one 'T'exian Ensign, one 
Mexican Ensign, and one French Ensign ; and, also, each ves- 
sel shall be furnished with a medicine-chest suitable for her 
class, and a suitable quantity of bottle and signal-lanterns, and 
lanterns for the magazines. : 
In witness of all which the contracting parties hereunto af- 
fix their hands and seals, in the city of Baltimore, the third 
day of January, 1839. 
Signed in presence of H. H. Williams and Lambert 
Norwood. 
Signed ] F. DAWSON. (SEAL.) 
Signed | S. M. WILLIAMS.  (szAL.) 


nd 


It is agreed that one hawser for one ship, and one for each 
of the brigs shall be made of Manilla hemp, to wit:—the 
smallest sized hawser for each vessel, and further, each vessel 
shall be provided with a proper camboose. 

Signed F. DAWSON, 
Signed S. M. WILLIAMS. 


————— — 


Statement of John A. Robb & Co., Ship-builders, of the 
manner and description in which the hulls of the two brigs 
for the Republic of Texas are to be built, —one hundred and 
ten feet between perpendiculars, twenty-eight feet moulded 
beam, eleven feet hold. 

The fraine to be built of the best white oak; the main tran- 
som to be of live oak, and all to be of the size and dimensions 
for vessels of their class; the bottom plank to be 3 1-4 inches 
thick; bends 3 inches thick, graduated to 3} inches, of the 
best white oak; deck beams white oak, to be secured with six 
knees to each beam, and bolted by iron bolts one inch in dia- 
meter; the deck plank to be of yellow pine 34 inches thick, and 
three streaks in each side to 44 inches thick, let down and 
bolted to water stays; the deck to be plugged; stanchions 
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the hold to be of white oak, to be copper-fastened throughout 
to the wales; floor timbers to be bolted through the keel with 
one inch copper bolts, and through the kelson and keel with 
14 inch copper bolts ; the breast-hooks to be fastened with two 


inch copper bolts; butt bolts 3 inch in diameter, wooden ends .. 


bolted with 5-8 inch copper bolts ; deck beams and water ways 
with one inch iron bolts; a clamp to be put in the hold for 
the berth-deck beams, and two partner-beams to each mast put 
in, and berth-deck laid from the ward-room forward, and well 


kneed and bolted ; the outside plank to be fastened with two ° ' 


treenails, and two composition spikes in each frame ; the main 
breast-hook to be as long as can be procured, and well fastened ; 
to furnish the wood work of windlass bitts; and also to fur- 
nish one complete set of spars, and two extra top-masts, one 
extra main and fore yard, one jib-boom, two top-sail yards, with 
three rough spars, to be used as need may require; the vessels 
to be well and faithfully caulked, and seams payed; the bul- 
warks to’ be planked inside and out, and fitted in with white 
pine to make them solid, and arranged for eight ports on each 
side, and the hulls to be finished to a cleat, in a neat and 
workman-like manner. 
[ Signed ] J. A. ROBB & CO. 
[Countersigned] F. Dawson, 
S. M. Wirrranws. 


—— enm 


Statement of L. H. Dunkin, Ship-builder, of the manner and 
description in which the hulls of three schooners, for the Re- 
public of Texas, are to be built :— 


Length of keel, straight, - - 66 feet. 
Breadth of beam, moulded, - - 21 612 « 
Depthofhod, - - ~ - 8 e 
Rake forward, - = -. = 15 « 
Rake aft, -  - - c - 2 n. 
Dead rise, - - -  ]11012« 


The entire frame of said vessels to be composed of white 
oak, sided five inches, the bottom plank of two inch oak, and 
square fastened with five inch composition spikes; the ceiling 
to be two inches in thickness, aud cross-fastened with five 
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inches iron spikes, and prepared for plugs; the kecl to be 
sided eight inches, with one bolt of three-quarter inch copper 
in each floor timber, bends of three inch oak, and fastened 
with one six-inch iron spike in each timber; clamps of the 
same thickness as bends, and fastened in the same manner ; the 
deck frame to consist of beams and carlines, with oneledge, 
and one lap-knee at the end of each beam, sided five inches, 
two thick streaks adjoining the water-ways, to be let over and 
iuto the beams, and bolted through from the outside between 
every beam and carline, plank-sheer three inches thick, rail 
four-and-a-half inches thick, and nine inches wide; flush deck, 
with trunk, main hatch and fore-scuttle; said vessels to be 
furnished with one set of spars, each, complete, two of them as 
two top-sail schooners, aud one as a fore-and-aft schooner, with 
such extra spars as may be required; solid bulwarks forward, 
eat-heads, warping-choeks, racks, stern-davits pnt on the chain 
plates, lot down the pumps, make all eleats and cavils; out- 
side and decks to be well caulked, and seams coated with pitch, 
bottom planks to be butt bolted with 5-8 inch copper, furnish one 
set of awning stanchions; the vessels to be built by one set 
of moulds, and all to be finished in a neat and workman-like 
manner. 

Signed L. H. DUNKIN. ; 

f Countersigned] F. Dawson, 
S. M. WirL1iAMS. 


+ 
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DOCUMENT C. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Samuel M, Williams, Naval 
Agent, to the Secretary of the Navy. 


Sir :—Nothing would be more grateful to my feelings than 
to have it in my power to say to you, that Y had succeeded in 
contracting for one or more .of the principal vessels required 
by our Government ; but the failure of our negotiation for the 
loan, which for nearly three months has been pending with 
Mr. Biddle, has completely destroyed my expectations, and 
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must, from necessity, postpone for an additional period the 
prospect of success, unless done at an immense sacrifice; con- 
sequently the time at which one of the vessels could be in 
readiness, (owing to the approaching season,) must be set down 
for the month of April next, under the most propitious eir- 
cumstances. 

There is not at this time, in any of the Atlantic cities, any 
vessels that would answer the purposes of the Government, 
beyond the capacity of a moderate sized schooner, so that the. 
prospect of purchase is as remote as the building. 

Operated upon by these facts, and powerfully moved by a 
desire to have the coast of our Republic kept free from Mexi- 
can blockade, in case France and that country adjust their 
difficulties, (which letters, which I have seen of 25th August 
from Mexico, speak confidentialy of,) would enable Mexico 
to send out upon the gulf a part of their navy. T have been 
induced to furnish my official aid, although totally without 
authority or instructions from your Department, or from any 
other branch ofthe Government, to the following plan, which 
Isubmitin brief, and throw myself upon the magnanimity of 
my Government and my fellow-citizens for their sanction and 
approval :— 

The purchase of the Steam-Packet Charleston, built in this 
city eigtheen days since ;—alter her, and give her a ship side, 
Solid and strong—as strong as that of a sixty-four gun-ship ; 
in appearance similar to the English Steamer, Great Western ; 
mount upon her one long eighteen or twenty-four pound-gun 
on her forecastle, and one long twelve or eighteen on the stern, 
and four or six waist guns, with muskets, pistols, pikes and 
sabres, powder and ball, and necessary munitions of war for a 
crew of one hundred men, and provisioned for a six-month’s 
cruise. The whole to be furnished for the bond of Mr. Burn- 
ley and myself, redeemable in five years at ten per cent. per 
annum interest, for $120,000. The boat cost at the time of 
making her first trip to Charleston, S. C., $117,000. 

M the Government take the boat, they have the privilege, 
with the consent of the bond-holders, to pay the same in 
$820,000 Treasury Notes. A 

General Hamilton isat this moment negotiating for the 

money-bond, and it is expressly understood that Mr. Burnley 
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and myself have not authority to make such bond so that 
the parties work with their eyes open, aud free from any thing 
like deception, are to hold the boat if the Government refuse 
to take her. We are not certain of success, but I feel it my 
duty to put the President, through your Department, in pos- 
session of the scheme, for we have only six days to conclude 
the negotiation, and of course no time to.consult. You will 
please to assure the President that nothing but the extreme 
exigencies of the case, and a conviction that we cannot raise 
money on the credit of our Government if the ports of our 
country shonld be blockaded, ever could have induced Mr. 
Burnley and myself to embark in this matter. 

If we succeed in procuring the boat, she will be ready by 
the 20th Dec. to leave for Texas. 

In order to prevent every delay, L have to request that you 
will forward to me an order of the President, countersigned 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, having the name of the bank 
blank, for the amount of the appropriation made by Congress 
for the vessels, so that I may be prepared for the first moment 
of ehance to contract for, and commence building the vessels 


required. 
[Signed] S. M. WILLIAMS. 
PuiraADELEFHIA, Oct. 9th, 1838. . 


— 


Copy of a Letter from Gen. James Hamilton to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, relative to the purchase of the Steamer 


Zavala. 


Sin :—Previous to my leaving New-York, I had the good 
fortune from my sincere wish to benefit your Republic, to in- 
duce my friend James Holford, Esq., of London, to advance 
$70,000, if so much money be necessary for the purchase, 
alteration, armament and equipment of the Steamer Charleston 
for your Republic ; which boat was at that time in Philadel- 
phia. But before this she must be in New-York, where she 
will be completely fitted out to answer the purposes, both ofa 
marine frigate and mail and passage boat, and sent out to 
Texas with all possible despatch. In consequence of the 
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| failure ofthe company to which she belonged, she was bought 
| for about one-third of her value—say $30,000—as she is worth 
as she is $90,000, and when equipped will be worth in United 
States’ currency, at Galveston, at least $150,000 to your Go- 
| vernment. TV 
She 1s one of he most beautiful boats in the United States, 
| and with the alterations we propose making in her will be one 
| of the strongest, fastest and most efficient. She was examined 
| by Brown, the first ship-carpenter in New-York, who pro- 
nounced her sound, staunch, and eminently sea-worthy. In- 
| deed, she could not well fail to be all this, as her first cost was 
| $117,000, and was built by one of the first naval architects 
| and ship-builders in Philadelphia. She is fully as large as the 
| Pulaski ; she has all the furniture and bedding for one hundred 
| and twenty passengers; and hence—except wanted to trans- 
port troops—1 should presume it would be deemed expedient 
| to keep her as a Government mail-boat between New-Orleans 
| and Galveston. In this way, by carrying passengers in her 
| saloon and. after-cabin, you might pay all her expenses, and 
| enable the boat twice a month to get her coal fuel in New- 
| Orleans, and at the same time, keep your coast clear of all 
| blockade and Mexican cruisers. 


| the boat in my name, and so it will continue until she gets out 
| to Texas, and a regular transfer is made of her to your Go- 
| vernment. Jn the mean time I have placed in command of 
| the boat Captain James Pennoyer, late Captain of the Marine 
| Steamer Neptune, one of the most popular, skilful and sue- 
| cessful of our steam-boat captains, for the commander of this 
| boat. You could not possibly have a better man, and I have 
| promised him my best offices to secure for him permanent em- 
| ployment in her. Mr. Williams, your Naval Agent, has a 
| carte blanche to arm and fit out the boat as he pleases, with a 
long eighteen in her bows, a long twelve in her stern, and four 
medium eighteen pounders or thirty-two pounder carronades 
| on her sides ; she will be worth a dozen brigs and corvettes to 
| you; for by selecting her distance, which she can from her 
great speed, she must capture—until the Mexieans themselves 
get a steam frigate—every thing she overhauls: she will be 
| 3 navy herself to you. As Mr. Holford has acted with the 


As Mr. Holford is not a citizen, the title had to be taken for ` 
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utmost liberality and confidence, I trust your Government will 
have passed, in secret session forthwith, a resolution confirm- 
ing Messrs. Burnley & Williams’ contract with me, as the 
agent of this gentleman ; the resolution, however, must be in 
secret session, as she would be seized for a breach of neutrality 
in New-York, if the purchase was known to be made before 
she actually reaches Galveston. 

The truth is, the boat will be worth, in specie, the day she 
reaches Galveston, every dollar your Commissioners have sti- 
pulated to pay in bonds. Mr, Holford advanced this money 
at a time when, in Wall-Street, your bonds would not have 
sold for thirty cents on the dollar. He deserves your kindest 
consideration. 

I hope the whole arrangement will be satisfactory to” your 
Government, at a moment of great domestic affliction, it cost 
me many strenuous, and from my distress, painful efforts. As 
Mr. Holford accompanies me from New-Orleans to Texas, in 
the Charleston, I would suggest, as he may establish a com- 
mercial ageney in your country, whether the resolution con- 
firming Messrs. Burnley & Williams’ contract with me, as 
Mr. Holford’s agent, had not better give him the option, either 
of taking bonds, land-scrip or treasury notes, in payment for 
the boat, on or before the first of March as he may select. As 
Mr. Holford is an eminent banker in London, as well asan 
extensive merchant in Manchester and Liverpool, you cannot 
put him on too favorable a footing, as he means to make large 
investments in your country, and will be able to render Texas 
the most important financial services in Europe. 

My apology, without a personal acquaintance with you, for 
writing must be found in the fact of my late efforts to serve 
your Republic. 

[Signed] JAMES HAMILTON. 

SAVANNAH, Geo., Nov. 3d, 1838. 


o — 


Articles of agreement entered into, in the city of New-York, 
this 24th day of October, 1838, between Gen. James Hamilton 
of South Carolina, as the authorized Agent of James Holford 
of London, of the first part, and A. T. Burnley and Samuel M. 
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Williams, as Commissioners authorized by the Republic of Tex- 
as to negotiate a loan of money for the said Republic, under the 
provisions of an Act passed by the Congress of Texas the 16th 
of May, 1838, of the second part; witnesseth: That the 
said party of the first part binds and obliges himself to pur- 
chase the steamer Charleston, now lying at Philadelphia, (in 
the name of the said Hamilton, provided the said boat can be 
purchased for a sum not 1o exceed thirty thousand dollars ; the 
party of the first part further binds himself to have the said 
boat repaired, fitted out, provisioned, &c. &c., under the ma- 
nagement and direction of Samuel M. Williams, Naval Agent 
of ‘Texas, and. to deliver her with all convenient despatch at 
Galveston in Texas; the whole expense of which, including 
all charges and expenses up to the time of her delivery at Gal- 
veston, not to exceed seventy thousand dollars, and when de- 
livered in Texas, the said boat, her munitions, provisions, &c., 
to be offered to the Government of Texas for their bonds for 
double the amount of the cost of the boat and expenses incur- 
red up to the time of her delivery at Galveston, payable in five 
years from date, at the Bank of the United States in Philadel- 
phia, or in London, at such agency as Texas may engage in. 
that city ; the said bonds to bear an interest of ten per cent., 
payable semi-annually. But inasmuch as the Commissioners 
to negotiate a loan of money, have no authority to contract for 
the purchase of a steam-boat, although they believe the Go- 
vernment of Texas would be much pleased to purchase the 
Charleston, when fitted out as contemplated, on the terms here- 
in mentioned, and will do all they can to mduce the Govern- 
ment to make the said purchase; yet, as the Government will 
not be bound to do so, and may not do so, therefore if they de 
not, as a compensation for the risk which the party of the first- 
part is compelled to run, of having the said boat, her provi- 
Sions, munitions, &c., left on his hands, when he does not de- 
sire to hold such property, the parties of the second part bind 
themselves, as they have authority to do, to issue two bonds 
of the Republic to James Hamilton or order, payable ım five 
years from date, at the Bank of the United States in Philadel- 
phia, bearing an interest of ten pêr cent., payable semi-annu- 
ally, the two together to be for a sum double the amount of 
the cost and expenses of said boat, when delivered at Galves- 
BB 
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ton, which bonds shall be forthwith executed in blank and ' 
deposited with Nicholas Biddle, Esg., President of the United 
States Bank at Philadelphia, who shall be directed and re- 
quested to fill up the date and amount as he may hereinafter be 
directed by the joint written request of Wm. Branker of New- 
York and either of the aforesaid Commissioners, after they 
shall have ascertained the cost and expenses of the boat, up to 
the time of her delivery at Galveston, and that the Govern- 
ment declines to take the said boat; which said bonds, when 
so filled up, Mr. Biddle shall be directed to deliver Gen. James 
Hamilton, or his order, (at any time before the first day of 
March next,) whenever he shall deposite in the Bank of the 
"United States at Philadelphia, to the credit of the Government 
of Texas, half the amount of the face of the said two bonds. : 

The parties of the second part further bind themselves, if ap- 
plied to before the Ist of March next, to substitute in place of 
the two bonds mentioned above, two such sterling bonds with 
the necessary coupens as they may be authorized to issue under 
the laws of Texas, and for similar amounts. 

In testimony of all which, the parties of the first and second 
parts have hereunto subscribed their names and affixed their 
seals, at the date first above written. 

[Signed ] " JAMES HAMILTON, 

Authorized Agent of James Holford. 
A. T. BURNLEY, [sear] 
S. M. WILLIAMS, [szar.| 


This agreement was witnessed by Dr. Irving. 


— 


New-York, Feb. 5, 1839. 


Mr. Holford this day signified his wish to have sterling 
bonds issued in lieu of the two bonds deposited with M. Biddle. 
[ Signed ] S. M. WILLIAMS. 


—— ———— Lr 
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Repusiic or Texas. 
City of Galveston. 


Know all men by these presents, that I, James Hamilton, 
authorized Agent of James Holford of London, for and in 
consideration of the,sum to be affixed at Philadelphia, by A. 
T. Burnley and Wm. Branker, to be paid in the Bonds of the 
Republic of Texas, have granted, bargained and sold, and by 
| these presents, 1 do grant, bargain and sell unto the Republic 
| of Texas the Marine Steamer called the Charleston, together 
with her masts, sails, rigging, anchors, cables, boats, tackle, 
apparel and appurtenances, together with her full inventory of 
| furniture, bedding, glass, crockery, plate, bed and table-linen, 

&c., to have and to hold the said Marine Steamer Charleston 
and appurtenances unto the said Republic of Texas; and I, 
the said James Hamilton, as the authorized Agent of James 
Holford, do warrant that he is the true owner of the said 
| steamer, and that I have full authority to sell and dispose of 

the same free from all claims whatsoever. 
| Given under my hand and seal, this twenty-second day of 
| March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, at the 
| Island of Galveston, Republic of Texas. 

j = [Signed] JAMES HAMILTON, 
Authorized Agent of James Holford. 


——— " 


| Consulate of the United States of America at Galveston, 

Republic of Tezas. 

Be it known that Gen. James Hamilton, whose signature 

| and seal appear to the above bill of sale, acknowledged the 

| Same to be his act and deed. 

| Tn testimony of which I hereunto subscribe my name, and 

| affix the seal of my office, the 23d day of March, 1839. 

E. A. RHODES, 
U. S. Consul. 

Seal of the Consulate » 

of the United States 

at Galveston. 


WM vin M m 
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Copy of a Leiter from the Secretary of the Navy,to Messrs. 
Banker and Burnley, concerning the purchase of th 
Charleston. i 

/ Navy DEPARTMENT, }' 
March 20, 1839. | 


GENTLEMEN :—You are hereby authorized to audit the 
accounts for the purchase of the steamer Charleston, under 
the contract made in New-York between James Hamilton, the 
authorized Agent of James Holford, of London, and A. T. 
Burnley and Samuel M. Williams, Commissioners of the Re- 
publie, 

You will, over and above the cost of said boat, allow all the 
incident expenses, cost and charges, up to the period when her 
accounts shall be closed, on her return to New-Orleans ; as 
Gen. Hamilton, as the Agent of Mr. Holford, or Mr. H. Wn- 
liams of New-Orleans, may have occasion to make some dis- 
bursements to enable the boat to return to Galveston. On 
your auditting the said accounts, you will report the aggre- 
gate amount of the same to the Commissioners of the Five 
Million Loan, that they may issue the bonds to the Agent or 
Attorney of the said James Holford, and return the account 
current and vouchers to this Department. 

To be more explicit in regard to the settlement of the cost 
ofthe Steamer Charleston, I will add that I have been instruct. 
ed by the President to authorize you to allow the cost of 
repaus and refitment, without reference to the specification of 
seventy thousand dollars named in the contract. 

| Signed ] M. HUNT, 

Secretary of Navy. 


a — 


Extract of a Letter from the Hon. Richard G. Dunlap, late 
Secretary of the Treasury, to the Loan Commissioners. 


“Messrs, A. T. Burnley and William Branker have been 
appointed to audit the accounts for the purchase and fitting 
out of the Steamer Charleston and all the incidental expenses 
connected therewith, until her delivery at the port of Galves 


* 
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ton, in Texas ; and when this duty shall have been performed 
by these gentlemen and the amount of the cost and other ex- 
penses ascertained, you will deliver to the Agent or Attorney 
of James Holford, of London, in full satisfaction of-the 
same, such portion of the bonds to be issued under the law 
aforesaid, authorizing the bonds of the Republic not exceed- 
ing five millions of dollars 1n the whole as shall be sufficient 


each dollar of the amount ascertained by said Auditors to be 
due for the purchase and expenses of said Steamer as afore- 
said." 

[ Signed ] R. G. DUNLAP, 


Secretary of Treasury. 
Seal of Treasury. 
Department. 


i © g 


6 


——— 


DOCUMENT D. 
Copy of Orders to A. C. Hinton. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, Oct. 25, 1839. 


To Commander A. C. Hinton, 
Commanding Steam-Ship Zavala : 


Str :—You will proceed to New-Orleans in command of 
the Zavala, and have the following alerations made in her 
machinery, to wit :—Have the connecting-pipes put below the 
spar-deck, and properly covered with canvass, and throttle- 
valves put in each pipe, so that either of the boilers may be 
shut off ; alter the bulk-heads of the cabin below, and enlarge 
the hold, and make such other alterations as Commodore 
Moore will specify ; have the vessel caulked where it is requi- 
site, and have the work done with all possible despatch. 

Lieut. George H. Bell and Mr. Brannum have. orders to 
report to you for passage in the Zavala, the former for enlist- 
ing marines, and the latter to purchase provisions, the whole 
of which you will bring to Galveston, and deposite in the 


to cover such amount, allowing two dollars of said bonds for | , 
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hands of the Navai Store-Keeper for Mr. Brannum, with the 
exception of rations for twelve weeks for the crew allowed the 
Zavala, for which you will have requisitions made out in tri- 
plicate anc properly approved, before leaving Galveston ; and 
on the artieles being delivered on board the Zavala, you will 
have one of the requisitions forwarded to this Department. 

While in New-Orleans, you will procure as many seamen, 

ordinary seamen, landsmen and boys as your means will allow, 
being at the same time very cautious that you do not violate 
the neutrality of the United States. 

The Navy Agent will furnish the purser of the Zavala with 
nine thousand dollars on requisitions properly approved before 
leaving Galveston. Of the money placed in the hands of the 
purser, you will direct him not to expend a dollar without 
syour authority ; and you are expected to be as economical as 
possible, and not to purchase any article that ean possibly be 
dispensed with, as the present means of the Government are 
-very limited. ‘Two thousand and two hundred dollars you | 
are to use for the shipment of men, to whom your are author- 
ized to give one month’s pay as bounty. Ship them for eighteen 
months if you can, but on no account for less than twelve 
months. One thousand dollars is for the enlistment of ma- 
rines, which will be furnished the marine oflicer from time to 
time by the Purser of the vessel under your command, as it 
is required, after his bills are properly approved by you, which 
will be the Purser’s voucher for the expenditure of the money, 
and the residue is for the repairs and incidental expenses of 
the Zavala. 

As soon as the repairs of the Zavala are completed, you 
will ship all the coal that she will possibly carry with the pro- 
visions, and return to Galveston, bringing back with you the 
marines who may have been enlisted, and transfer them to the 
yard. The seamen that you ship over the compliment allowed 
the Zavala, you will transfer to thé other vessels, laying at 
that time in the harbor of Galveston, having the smallest nunt 
ber of men on board of them, and report yourself to this De 
partment for further orders. 

Tam, &c., - 

[Signed] LOUIS P. COOKE, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
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Copy of Orders from Commodore Moore to Commander A. 


C. Hinton. l 


Texas Bric-or-War CoroRano, 
Harbor of Galveston, Nov., 1839. 


To Commander A. C. Hzx on, Steam-Ship Zavala: 

Str :— You will proceed to New-Orleans with the vessel 
| under your command, agreeably to your orders from the Hon. 
| the Secretary of the Navy, and: in addition to the repairs 

therein named, you will also alter the furnace-doors as the 
| Engineer suggests, and put such repairs on the boilers as are 
| necessary. You will also fit a light fore-top-mast to the pre- 
| sent fore-mast, and a light fore-top-sail; have a main and 
mizen-mast stepped in the present partners, bearing a proper ` 
| proportion to the present fore-mast and gaff-sails, made and 

fitted for both masts. Have a port cut over the beam forward 
| of the present port, where the medium guns are mounted, and 
one also over the beam abaft the same port. Abaft the wheel- 
| house have a port cut over the beam nearly abreast the forward: 
end of the main saloon, the next port over the beam of the 
| after part of scuttle, and the next port over the next beam abaft, 
Have solid port-sills made in each port, bolted well down, with 
| plates let in on the top of them for the fightmg-bolts, and iron 
clamps to go down over the shear-mouldings, bolted well on 
to the side of the vessel, with the upper end to come up above 
the post-sill, having an eye in it to hook the breaching into. 
Shift the chain-bitts aft, to the forward part of scuttle, and the 
capstan aft, between the fore-hatch and the passage down to. 
forward cabin. Make a light top-gallant-fore-castle, to come 
as far aft as where the capstan now is; remove the two rooms 
[in the forward part of the forward cabin, so as to extend it en- 
forely forward. The ladies’ cabin forward convert into a 
lward-room ; the steerage make the length of two berths in the 
after end of gentlemen’s cabin, and the room for the forward 
officers the length of one berth from forward bulk-head of 
asteerage, and convert the rest of the gentlemen’s cabin into 
hold, taking up the deck and berths. Open the hatches in the 
saloon, to go down into the steerage and ward-reom ; close up 
the present one in the affer saloon, and make the railing and 
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Steps to the ward-room hatch. Have the necessary repairs 
made to the wheels; caulk the vessel thoroughly, and put an 
additional streak of copper on her; have the hurricane-deck 
covered afresh with canvass where it is required, and a wide 
hatch made in the starboard side, opposite the present one.— 
Purchase a new galley of a proper kind and size for the com- 
plement of persons allowed the vessel, and bring the present 
one back for the use of the navy-yard. You will also procure 
a carriage for the long twelve pouud gun, which you take on 
with you, and another carriage of the same size. For the 
shipment of seamen, &c., 1 refer you to the orders from the 
Navy Department, referred to above. 

The Schooner Sin Antonio will be in New-Orleans a few 
days after you reach there, for the purpose of procuring men ; 
and as it is ofthe utmost importance that she should return 
here with all possible despatch, with men and marines for the 
Schooners San Jacinto and San Bernard, you will render Lieut. 
Commanding F. B. Wright every facility in your power in 
effecting his object, and also send over all the men and marines 
you may have procured, after his funds are exhausted, with 
your assistance, as he has orders to return forthwith, which I 
have shown you. In consequence of the illness of Lieuts. 
Bell and Austin, of the Marine Corps, Capt. Parker will go 
over in the Zavala in the place of Lieut. Bell, who was order- 
ed by the Department. 

Mr. Brannum 1s instructed by the Department to charter 
vessels, and send here all the coal which you eannot bring, 
with an additional thousand barrels. I mention this, in 
order that you may bring over in the Zavala all that you pos- 
sibly can of that which he purchases, in addition to what 1s 
already in. New-Orleans belonging to the Government. You 
will also purchase tanks, or water-casks, enough to enable the 
Zavala to carry eight thousand gallons of water. Ifthe Ze 
vala is in this harbor when the sloop-of-war arrives in the 
offing, you will tow her in as soon as she has been given up. or 

before, if Messrs. McKinney & Williams conclude to bring 
her in, of which you will be informed by Commander J. T. K. 
Lathrop, who is instructed to receive her. : 
Tam, &c., 
[Signed] E. W. MOORE, Capt. Com. Teras Navy. 
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DOCUMENT E. 


DULCES 


AN ACCOUNT OF THE EXPENDITURES OF THE STEAM: 


SHIP ZAVALA. 


David Kerr, Purser, in Account with the Republic of Texas. . 


1839. No. Vouchers. 


Nov. 25, By cash, A. C. Hinton, N. O. money, 1 
H^ og Fresh beef and vegetables, 2 
" 27, * & Recruiting men, - 9 
« 30, " «© AC. Hinton, N.O.money, 4 
Dec. 4, “,° “ For beef and vegetables, 5 
« 127; « «  A.C. Hinton, N.O. money, 6 
" 16, * « Bailey & Marcy on account 
of repaus on ship, per or- 
' der Hinton, - 7 
« 19, * « John Hall, 54 days work, 8 
uU 58 «€ € Jobn Canpichs: 54} do., 9 
« « « € J, Scotts bill of pilotage, 10 


S0 « — € A, C, Hinton, N. O. money, 11 
« 21, * « Saml P. Scott, on account 
| of rigging, 12 
| u at, * © nn Vail, bill of board for 
| - midshipmen, - - 13 


«o a € « Buckner & Littlefield, on 
accent of black- smithiug, 14 

«o UU — «Bailey & Marcy, on acent 
of repairs of Zavala, 15 
* 18, « ^* A.C. Hinton, N. O. money, 16 
« 12, « « J, Cappiche, scraping ship, 17 
* 30, * «¢ Fletcher Dorey, - 18 
«o a db u A, C. Hinton, N. O. money, 19 

* 28, * & F. Coon, for work in En- 
gineer's Department, . 20 


Amount carried,over, 
cc 


100 00 
21 60 
200 00 
100 00 
14 40 
130 00 


1,500 00 
11 00 
11 00 
29 16 

100 00 


100 00 
A2 00 
500 09 


1,000 00 
46 75 
15 00 

2 BO 
200 00 
500 00 


$4,022 41 


1839. 


* 


1840. 


Jan. 
£t 


[11 


(f 
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Am'nt bro't forward, $4,623 4l 


No. Vouchers. 
Bec 30, By Cash, N. Kokernett, elothing-bill, 2l 


Priestly & Bein, on accent 
of supplies for ‘ship, (part 
of $1,218 47,) - 22 


John Hall,-8 days’ work, 23 
J. Cappiche 8 days’ work, 24 


Daniel Lloyd, >- 25 
W. J. D. Pierpoint, - 26 
Dan. Oraeol, - - §27 


N.C. & L. Folger, R of 
slops, - 28 


Jesse Hardin, - - 29 
John Patton, 9 days’ work, 30 


John Cappiche, 3 do. 31 
John Hall, 3 do. 32 
S. T. Scott, for rigging, 33 
Peter Cooke, 632 yds. sail, 34 
J.C. Parker, recruiting men, 35 
H. Lanning, (U.S. cur.,) ~ 36 
Rich’d Butler, do. 37 
John Patton, 9 days work, 38 
J. H. Auld, (as part bounty, 
U.S. money, ) - 3 
H. Drake, (U.S. money,) 40 
S. Farnham, do. Al 
G. M. Estes, do. 42 
R. Robinson, do. 43 


. Zacharie & Co., tobacco, 44 


L. E. Bennett, by order of 
Capt. Binton, - 45 
A. C. Hinton, N. O. money, 46 


? Amount carried over, $6,836 09 


„n * 


A 50 


1,000 00 


2- 50 


[14 


22r 


Awat bro? forward, $6,836 08 


0. Vouchers 


By Cash, C.Somerberg, 51 days’ wk, AT 


Charles Freemen, 6L do. 48- 


John Davis, 94 do. at T5 50, 49 


Louis Hock, - - 50 

Wm. L. Hartel, (part o 
bounty,) - 

Louis Narat, do. 2 


Tho's Johnson, (U.S, cur. )5 53 

Louis Hock, - 

John Patton, 6 days’ work, bs 

Louis Hock, - - 6 

Everett, 10 days’ work, at 
$2 50, - - - 

W. Nelson, part payment 

for bounty,  - 58 
James Rees, 24 days w work, 

at $2 50, - 59 
J. H. Scott, - - 60 
J. Smith, Board for men, . 61 
J. Walker, N. O. money, 62 
J. Titcomb, do. 63 
Louis Hock, - - 64 
Piere Casson, part bounty, 

U. S. money, - 65 
R. Smith, 51 days work, 66 
P. Thompson, 64 do. 67 
J. H. Auld, part bounty, U. 

S. money, - 68 
Charles Gold, U. S. money, 69 
Thos. Johnson, do. 70 
W m. Bayne, do. 7l 
H. S. Harper, board of de- 

serters, 72 
Sam! Smith, 6 days work, 

at $2 50, - 73 
.M. Kelly, part of bounty, 

U. 5. money, - 74 


Amount carried over, 


11 00 
12 50 
23 75 


4 50- - 


9 75 
8 18 
1 00 
. 9 75 
12 00 
8 18 


25 00 
4 50 


6 25 
1 00. 
8 00 
1 00 
1 00 
8 00 


8 00 
11 00 
12 50 

5 00 

5 00 

5 00 

1 0U 

6 94 
16 87 


2 00 


$7,064 75 
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Am/’nt bro'tforward, $7,064 75 


1840. No. Vouchers. 
Jan. 25, By Cash, James Barry, part bounty, 
U. 75 


S. money, - 5 00 
* 26, * € John Dobson, do. 76 2 00 
*« € €* € Daniel Morgan, - 7T 1 00 
“ € € € Geo. Beaty, "U.S. money, ite 5 00 
& «* 6 —€& John Miller, - 1 13 
«€ € & € Mack Cass,account of on 
ty, U. S. money, - 80 6 00 
“u & € € Antonio Senock, do, do. 81 6 00 
ge € u € — Evan Williams, do. 82 1 00 
€. e a J Pa do. 83 5 00 
s so ou a Charles Whittemore, do. 84 6 00 
«o 6 € « Jobn Ritz, do. 85 5 00 
ue uw uw & JW ilson, U. S. currency, ix 2 OD 
«v a € & Robert Quayle, do. 1 00 
« 15, * « Samuel P. Scott, SNP 
bill of rigging, - 88 77 00 
« 28, 9 & Wm. Lomey,on account of 
fresh meat, - - 89 100 00 
« 29, * ^" James Carter, on account 
ofblock-making, | - 90 50 00 
« 80, * « Saml Smith, 3 days work, es 7 60 
€ 0€ € € Wim. Emmet, 7 do. 9 17 50 
Fed, 9, “ “ John Barry, on account of 
bounty, - - 93 2 00 
eo € € —€ — Joe's Firth, U. S. currency, 94 1 60 
€ € «u — Wm. Edwards, account of 
bounty, - c 95 2 00 
« «€ € € Thos. Cutter, do. 96 20 
“o «* € € John D. Seil, 'N. O. ins 97 1 v0 
€ u € € J, H. Auld, - 98 1 00 
e « € « M.D. Vanderhill, account : 
of bounty, -. 99 1 00 
« u € € J, Anderson, N. O. funds, 100 1 00 
« 12, “ « EL Lanning, per Captain 
Hinton, - E 101 5 00 
«o & & & R. Bache - - 102 2 00 


Amount carried over, $7,389 12 


1840, 
Feb. 18, By C 
«x 19 ü 
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AnYnt bro’t forward, $7,389 12 


No. Vouchers. - 


ash, E. Homan, N. O. money, 103 


« 


E. P. Kennedy, - 


David Kerr, incidental ex- 


penses, - -~ 


104 
105 


Jos. Lusters, N. O. money, 106 


Henry Drake, do. 
C. Cumming, — do. 
Evan Williams, do. 
Daniel Morgan, do. 
John P. Titcomb, do. 
Wm. Bayne, do. 
Joseph Harden, do. 
Morris Kelly, do, 
Nathan Allen, — do. 
DanielJudson, do. 
Robert Quayle, do. 
Wm. Candon, do. 
Rich'd Robinson, do. 
Morris Underhill, do. 
W.J.D. Pierpoint, do. 
J. 3. Lewis, do. 
C. C. Wilber, do. 
John Mitchel], do. 
Harvey Lanning, do. 
Sidney Farnham, do. 
Francis Farnham, do. 
James Anderson, do. 


John D. Zeal, | do, - 


Celestine Bordy, do. 
Juhn Barry, do, 
Richard Butler, do. 
John Morrison. do. 
Joseph Wilson, do. 
Joseph H. Auld, do. 
E. P.Kennedy, do. 
Henry Nichols, do. 


107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 


10 00: 
19 37 


11 74 
2 "UU 
3 00 


Amount carried over, $87,584 23 


1840. 
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Am'nt bro't forward, $7,584 23 


P No. Vouchers. 
Me 27, Py Ca, Wm. Ward, do. 138 00 
« t "Matthew Sho:t, do. 139 2 00 
* € Charles Solon do. 140 1 00 
a u « Lewis Genoa, do. 141 i 00 
* € «a James Reynolds, do. 142 1 00 


« u «u J, T. K. Lathrop, do. 143 30 00 
Marchl, «* .* P. Cooke, 12 days work, 


N. O. money, - 144 24 00 
«o æ u € Peter Cooke, on acct. of 
bill dated Feb. 18, see 
voucher No. 144, 6 00 
Total, $7,049 23 
A List of Accounts Unpaid. 
1840. o. Vouchers. 
Nov. 17, Buckner & Littlefield, bal. on bill 
of black-smith's work,* 1 $1,832 19 
Dec. 23, Priestly & Bein, bill sundries tor 
Gunners Department, - 2 68 24 
* 31, Long & Smith's bill of copper- i 
work, &c.,* - 3 417 30 
Jan. 25, Priestly & Bein, sundries for Purser’s 
Department,* 4 23 B8 
Feb. 12, Priestly & Bein, bill- af sundries for 
Carpenters Department, E 5 216 72 
Jan. 2 Priestly eo Duc do. do. 6 763 22 
«a ,do. Masters do. 7 1,045 86 
te 3 208 ` do. Boatswain's do.* 8 210 07 
ts vf « do. Engineers do.* 9 552 51 
6. M. « fix buckets for Gunner, 10 6 00 
« 30, * Sundries for Masters do. 11 180 07 


Amount carried over, $5,316 06 


D 


1840. 


bs 2s 291 


Am/’nt bro't forward, $5,316 06 


No. Vouchers. _ 


Feb. 12, Priestly & Bein, sundries for Boat- 


swain’s Department, - - i 


* 16, N. C. & L. Folger, 4U pair blankets,* 
« 17, Priestly & Bein, bill of sundries fr 


u it 


Sail-Master’s Department, - 14 
Priestly & Bein, stationery id Purs- 
ers Department, - - 15 


“ 18, Peter Cooke, bal. of bill of rigging," 16 
t 19. Bailey & Marcy, bill of sundries, 


a c 


t «K 


K u 


balance part of $8,254 19,* - 17 
William Lomey, bill for beef and ve- 
getables, balance,* — - 18 
F. Coon, bill for black-smith's work, 
balance part of $2,294 50,* - 19 
James Carter, block-maker’s bill, 
.balance part of $119 76,* - 20 


* 22, Priestly & Bein, bill CIBNUICOUS De- 


e) 
E 


partment, A 


4 2], Priestly & Bein, Sandy. bills trans- 


ferred to them by Walton & Co.,* 22 


* 22, James A. Boss, bill for lumber, see 


au u 
€ g 


Bailey & Marcy, - 
March 1, Bailey & Marcy, bill of lumber, &e. ; 24 
Win. Lomey, bill of castings,* 25 
do. fresh beef," 26 


Feb. 26, Buckner & Littlefield, bolts, &¢.,t — 27 
March3, A. M’Donald, bill of pilotage , 28 
* 4, James Keeley, do.t 29 


Total, $16,024 50. 


95 92 
120 25 


161 92 


150 18 
68 00 


5,754 19 
299 60 
1,716 50 
69 76 
18t 02 
1,080 96 
577 45 
16 00 
149 50 
40 44 


90 00 
36 75 


The bills marked * have been paid and receipted by a draft 
drawn by the Purser on the Secretary of the Navy.—Those 


marked +, by drafts on the Consul in New-Orleans. 


A ae a tee aaea 


VER ia) uucuerc — tel CEEA A 
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DOCUMENT F. 
Copy of Commodore E. W. Moore's Report. 


Texas Stoop or WAR Austin, 
At Sea, August 28th, 1840: 
Latitude 25° 21’ N.: Longitude 96° 29 W. 


Srr:—I have the honor to report that since I last wrote by 
the schooner San Antonio, 22d July, that on the same evening 
the weather continued light, I ordered the Zavala to make the 
best of her way to the Arcos Islands, touching at Sisal, under 
English colors, and to leave a letter for Gen. Anaya from 
Gen. Canales. On the 26th July, the weather still very light, 
in consequence of which, and my unexpected detention off the 
S. W. Pass, I thought it best to send a vessel off Point Mari- 
andrea with the letters No. 1 and 2 for Richard Packenham, 
Esg., Her Britannie Majesty's Minister at Mexico; and that I 
might, in conformity with my orders of 20th June, endeavor 
to ascertain the feelings of the authorities of the State of Yu- 
catan towards our Government, and be off the Brazos de San- 
tiago as near the time mentioned in the same orders as possi- 
ble, I sent the schooner San Jacinto with the letters, and avail- 
ing myself of the usual Trade Winds, proceeded with the San 
Bernard in company to Sisal, off which place I arrived on the 
81st July, and, on making signal for a boat, wearing American 
colors, was boarded by an officer, and learned that the Zavala 

had passed siz days before: he informed me that an order had 
been received that day from Merida (the Capitol,) by the Cap- 
tain of the Port, who. had sent him out, that, if any Texian 
vessel appeared off the port, to offer her every facility— upon 
which I hoisted our proper colors. He was very anxious that 
I should anchor and visit the shore the next day, which I de 
clined; and as soon as he left, filled away for Campeachy, where 
ĮI was informed Gen. Anaya was. Arrived off Campeachy oa 
the 2d August, and, while standing in under our own colots, 
we were met about eight miles from the land by a Schooner of 
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war, having on board Gen. Anaya and suite, who came on board. 

On being informed by the General that he had not received 
the letter sent by the Zavala, and being no longer in doubt as 
to the disposition of the authorities, from their trusting a vessel 
of war, mounting five guns, along-side of this vessel and the 
San Bernard, and, knowing that the letter was of importance, 
as it had been written by Gen. Canales, after frequent inter- 
views with his Excellency the President, I sent the San Ber- 


nard back to Sisal, with Gen. Anaya’s Secretary on board for , . 


it, and anchored. Gen. Anaya remained on board until after 
dark, and showed me letters from Galveston, written sixteen or 
eighteen days before I left there, He came off the next day 
and invited me on shore; was very anxious that I should go 
with him, as he had brought the boat out expressly, I did not 
however go until the next day, when I had an interview with 
the Governor elect, Don Santiago Mendez, whose term com- 
menced on the 20th inst. Twas informed very frankly by him 
that he disliked to see his country cut up into small republics; 
that it was not the intention of the State of Yucatan to separate 
from the other States, but that she wanted to see the Federal 
Constitution re-established, when a Convention of States would 
be proposed, and that the proposition would extend to and in- 
clude 'T'exas, which she might decline with perfect freedom! 
and he seemed to have no idea that she would do otherwise; 
consoling himself for the loss of territory, that it was being 
filled up with an agricultural and industrious people. He 
was anxious that the most friendly relations shauld be esta- 
blished at an early period, and assured me that the ports of the 
State of Yucatan were open to any Texian vessel. J then 
assured him that the vessels belonging to the State of Yucatan 
would not be molested by any vessel of the Texas Navy ; and 
that the people of Texas were the friends of any of the Feder- 
ulists of Mexico who were their friends. The then Governor 
was at Merida, and he (Mendez) informed me that he would 
Write to him the next day. 

I left orders for the San Bernard to remain at Canfpeachy on 
her return from Sisal, until the 13th inst, on which day the 
mail would be in from Merida. " 

On the 6th instant I received a letter from Gen. Anaya, of 
which the enclosed is a translation, and a copy of my reply ; 
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and the next day sailed for Point Mariendrea. On eias 
off the Arcos Islands on the 10th, I found the Zavala, and 
learned that Commander Lothrop had not left the letter at 
' Sisal, in consequence of the manner in which the Captain of 
the port spoke of Gen. Anaya, they not being friends.—He 
was informed that the General was about leaving the State 
for New-Orleans. Under the same circumstances I would 
have retained the letter myself. 

I remained at the Arcos Islands until the next day, having 
to supply the Zavala with water and some items of provisions, 
of which she was nearly out, and sailed for Campeachy with 
the letter, where I arrived and anchored on the 18th instant, 
when Y was re-assured by Don Santiago Mendez, from the 
Governor through him, of their friendly disposition of their 
ports being open to our merchant-vessels, and their wish fo 
eultivate friendly relations with us at the earliest period. 

The naval force of the State of Yucatan consists of one 
small brig aud /we schooners. There were not more than 
Jour hundred men in the town of Campeachy, a number 
having marched to relieve the city of Tobasco, which had 
declared for the Federalists, but the castle still being in pos 
session of the Centralists. On the 4th inst. Gen. Maldonado, 
commanding the Federal troops from Campeachy in 'T'obasco, 
arrived at Campeachy in a schooner of war, bringing the m- 
telligence that the castle had been relieved by troops from 

Vera Cruz, and that he,in consequence. of sickness amongst 
his troops, had retired to the bar of 'T'obasco River, where he 
had left four hundred effectives with the brig of war. 

The same vessel brought the intelligence of the revolution 
in the City of Mexico. and the imprisonment of Bustamente, 
the particulars of which, if you have not yet heard, you will by 
the letters from Mr. Treat, which I send on by the San Jacinto, 

On the 14th the San Bernard arrived from Sisal, and the 
next morning we got under way ; and the following morning, 
by 7 o'clock, were off the Arcos Islands; sent the San Bernard 
in to put Lieut. A. J. Lewis on board the Zavala, he having 
broken his leg some days previous by falling from the trunk 
of the schooner while giving an order and looking aloft, (he 
was very uncomfortable on board the schooner at sea,) af 
pushed on to meet the San Jacinto. 
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Arnved off Point Manandrea on the 18th: on the 19th, fell 
in with the San Bernard, and on the 20th, with the San Jacinto, 
when I was informed by Lieut. Postell that he had arrived off 
the Point on the 1st inst., and had sent in letter No. 1, but had 
not met with an opportunity to send No. 2. Lrefer you to his 
report, which is herewith enclosed, in relation to the “brig” 
which he mentions, and the sailing of the San Jacinto. I have 
since met with the brig: she was Her Britannic Majesty’s brig 
Penguin, on her way from Vera Cruz to Tampico, and I was 


informed by her that it had been reported at Vera Cruz that . - 


there was a pirate off that part of the coast, and the brig was 
looking out for her. ‘The officer appeared much pleased with 
the bold manner in which Lieut. Postell stood down for him, 
and I take this occasion to State to the Department that he 1s 
much the most efficient officer I have under my command. 

Finding the scurvy, which had made its appearance some 
time previous in all the vessels, increasing, I determined to land 
a party of men and get some fresh beef. The Mexicans, who 
came down, five in number, viewed us as savages, and begged 
us most imploringly “not-+o molest the women !”—On being 
assured that they would not be, and that we only wanted some 
fresh beef, they were really astonished!—The men were 
formed on the beach, and the Mexicans soon had three beeves 
down, and we were under way again at dark. 

On the 23d, not having fallen 1n with either the San Antonio 
or brig Wharton, which vessels I had ordered to meet me off 
Point Mariandrea, not having received any thing from Mr. 
Treat, and the time having elapsed that I was to have been 
off the Brazos de Santiago, I determined, to stand down off 
Vera Cruz, under American colors, and board the first vessel 
that came out, in hopes of hearing whether Mr. Treat had 
left Mexico or not, and at the same time have a look at their 
shipping. That afternoon I was within three miles of the 
Castle of Juan de Ulloa; stood off all night, and on the next 
day, in the afternoon, an English brig came ont; the wind 
being light, did not get near her until the next morning, when 
she sent her-boat along side with a letter from Mr. Treat, en- 
closing one to his Excellency the President, and ¿wo to the 
Hon. A. S. Lipscomb, Secretary of State. e ng 

The brig was Her Majesty's brig Penguin, and I learned 
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from the officer who came on board from her, that the Cen- 
tralists had no vessel of war in Vera Cruz; that the sloop-of- 
war Iguala was expected soon from France; that they were 
about purchasing a French ship there, lying in the harbor, 
and that the steamer Agyle was in the employment of the 
Mexican Government, having left Vera Cruz about an hour 
after they got under-way for 'l'obasco, and having a few days 
previous returned from Tampico, (she passed us on the 21st,) 
to which place she had carried one hundred troops. 

From the tenor of Mr. 'Treat’s letter to me, (a copy of which 
is enclosed, also a copy of my reply,) I thought it best to leave 
the San Bernard, which I did, under the orders of which the 
enclosed.is a copy ; and in order that the letters which I had in 
my possession from the City of Mexico might reach their des- 
‘tination as early as possible, I made sail immediately, the San 
Jacinto in company, for Galveston ; and by the time we get in 
the latitude of the Brazos de Santiago, I will have fimshed my 
letters, when I will send the schooner on with them, and pro- 
ceed myself to the Brazos, off which place I will not remain 
more than four days, (unless I meet additional orders from the 
Department,) when I will return with all despatch off Point 
Mariandrea. 

My not having fallen in with the San Antonio or brig Whar- 
ton, has placed me in a disagreeable situation, as, from the 
force of circumstances, I can only appear off the Brazos with 
this vessel, when 1 am required, by my orders, to appear off 
that place with the whole squadron; besides l am behind the 
time named, in consequence of waiting off Point Mariandrea, 
in the hope of meeting the San Antonio, at all events, as there 
was a probability of the Wharton not getting to sea. 

The officers and crews of all the vessels have been generally 
healthy. C. S. Nash, ordinary seaman, died on board this ves- 
sel on the 4th instant, while at Campeachy: his disease was 
dropsy; and he was transferred from the San Bernard on the 
28th June, in order that he might be more comfortable. The 
San Jacinto has also lost one man, who had been sick some 
time, and was very old, 

The Zavala has fully realized my expectations as a sea 
steamer. She left New-Orleans not quite two-thirds filled 
with coal, having about 1,700 barrels on board ; and she can 
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earry 2,700 barrels. The coal was of the most inferior kind, 
the blacksmith on board this vessel not being able to get a 
welding heat on iron with some of it that we got from here. 
Filled with good Pittsburgh coal, à good head of steam can 
be kept up on her for thirty-five days; and, in the event.of. 
active operations on this coast, it will be necessary for her to 
have two thousand barrels of good Pittsburgh coal as soon as 
it can reach here—say about the 25th Sept., or Ist Oct.,—at 
which time she may be found at the Arcos Islands, the latitude 
of which is 20° 12’ N., and the latitude 91° 57’ W. She adds 
greatly to the efficiency of our force, particularly on the coast 
of Mexico, where there is for so great a portion of the time 
very little wind, unless it be blowing a gale, which seldom 
lasts long. 

Af the Argyle, as small as she is, is purchased by the Mexi- 
eans, and catches this ship in a calm, or very light wind off 
soundings, she would annoy her very much. 

We shall be out of provisions, or nearly so, on the 1st De- 
cember; and I would respectfully suggest that the Navy Agent 
be sent to New-Orleans in time to purchase three months’ sup- 
ply for the number of persons in the Navy, which can be as- 
certained at the Department from the quarterly returns, end- 
ing the 30th September, whicn I will endeavor to have reach 
the Department by or before the 20th October, and by which 
the estimates can readily be made out. 

By the same returns the Department will perceive that some 
of the men's time expires in November and December, and I 
hope that money will be placed in the hands of the Navy 
Agent to pay them off. ° 

Letter No. 2, directed to Her Britannic Majesty’s Minister at 
Mexico, I herewith return to the Department, No. 1 having 
been received and answered, as per Mr. Treat’s letter to me. 

Accompanying is a Meteorological Table, kept on board 
this ship, for the mouth :of July; and an application from 
Lieut. J. W. Swete, which I hope will be complied with. 

I am, very respectfully, Your obedient servant, 
[Signed ] ; E. W. MOORE, 
Captain. Commanding. 

To the Hon. Lours P. Cooxs, 

Secretary of the Navy, Austin, Texas. 
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DOCUMENT G. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Navy to « . 
mander A. C. Hinton. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Austin, December 21st, 1839. 


Srg :—Y our communication from New-Orleans, under date 
29th ultimo, is at hand. Mr. Brannum, with whom you find 
so much fault, it seems, by your own statement, has obeyed 
orders, in contra-distinetion to your own course, in which you 
appear to have forgotten the very first principle of naval dis- 
cipline, to wit :—that the first duty of an officer, as well as 
& seaman, consists in obeying orders. If you have so far 
transcended yours, as to purchase anything for which you 
cannot show definite orders, be assured that you will be held 
responsible; and you are furthermore strictly forbidden from 
incurring, under any pretext whatever, any liabilities against 
the Government for repairs, or for any other purpose whatever, 
the Department deeming the amount already appropriated a 
sufficiency for the contemplated repairs. . 

Another matter which presents itself before me from your's 
is, your having given orders to Purser Kerr to pay each of 
your crew a small amount in good money. This Govem- 
ment know of but one kind of money with which to pay per- 
sons in its employment, to wit:—that which is allowed and 
ordered by a statute of the country—the Promissory Notes of 
the Government. The men were originally shipped to be 
paid in this money, and the Department will not, and cannot, 
recognize any other mode of payment; therefore, that is made 
a matter of future action. As to the -suggestions made to the 
Department in the form of advice, I will simply state that the 
Department has really no doubt of your wishes in regard to 
the prosperity of the Navy, but feels itself competent to decide 
on all such matters, with no other advice than that which is 
fixed by law, or that which is solicited. 

I cannot conceive how your officers and crew can be 50 
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miserably destitute of money, &c., as you represent, when Mr.- 
Brannum took from here funds for the express purpose of pay- 
ing off the whole station up to the end of that quarter. Lieut. 
Com’g F. B. Wright was not ordered to report himself to you; 
therefore, he is not culpable for not having done so. As to’ 
the report of Lieuts. O'Shannessy and Harrison, you will state 
to them (as you forwarded their report) that, if they wish to: 
make charges against an officer, fo do 1t properly, so that the: 


Department can take cognizance ofthe same. You will pay ° ` 


strict attention to the tenor of this, and return as soon as possi- 
ble to Galveston, and report immediately to this Department. 
I am, Sir, &c., 
- [Signed] LOUIS P. COOKE, 


Secretary of the Navy. 
To Commander A. C. HINTON, 


_ , Commanding Steam-ship Zavala. 
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or 


THE ATTORNEY GENERAL; 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


ÁTTORNEY-GENERAL's DEPARTMENT, ? 
Austin, October 31, 1840. \ 


His Excellency MigABEAU B. Lamar: 

Sır ‘—In communicating to your Excellency the present 
condition of this Department, 1 have but little to add to the 
information contained in my former report. The suits here- 
tofore instituted upon empressario, contracts, are yet undeter- 
mined. They were originally brought in the Distriet Court 
of Harrisburg, and as they are required by law to be tried in 
the county in which the Seat of Government is situated, it 
became necessary to have them transferred from that Court 
to the District Court of Travis. An order for that purpose 
was obtained at the last and only term of the Court which has 
been held in Harris since the removal of the Government from 
Houston, and there not having been any Court held in Travis 
since that time, there has been no term at which they could 
have been tried since the defence has devolved upon me. 

The cases of Reily and others against the Board of Land 
Commissioners of Nacogdoches County, upon appeals from f 
the District Court of that county, are yet pending in the Su- 
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eme Court. They were continued at the last term, in con- 
Bjuence of the then Chief Justice having had an interest in 
Bost of them, as one of the counsel originally employed, and 
$ declining to preside at the trials for that reason. 
aSome time during the past summer, the Hon. Secretary of 
fe Treasury presented the following case for my opinion.— 
Lol. A. Huston, late Quarter-Master-General, stands charged 
] the books of the Treasury Department with the sum of 
gnety-three thousand one hundred and twenty-eight dollars 
i land-scrip, which has been placed in his hands for sale.— 
pon an attempted settlement of this account, after giving , 
ifm credit for all the charges which he brought against the 
fovernment supported by vouchers, it was found that there 
as still a balance against him of four thousand one hundred 
d thirty dollars and eleven cents. To get relief from this 
lance, Col. Huston applied to Congress, alleging that some 
I$ his vouchers had been unavoidably lost, and an act was pass- 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to demand from 
m the $4,130 11, and, upen his refusing to pay it, to cause 
fsuit to be instituted against him for its recovery ; but allow- 
g him to plead in payment, set-off, or in re-conversion, any 
mands which he might havé against the Government, and 
Irecting the proper officer to audit his account according to 
e judgment of the Court, if that judgment should be in favor 
the defendant, During the investigation before Congress, 
ol. Huston obtained from the Department all the vouchers 
Feviously presented by him, and upon the allowance of which, 
s indebtedness to the Government had been reduced from 
93,128 to $4,130 11, for the alleged purpose of submitting 
ajem to the consideration of that honorable body, and has 
fice retained them, leaving no evidence in the Department 
their having been presented or acted upon.” And the 
estion was presented, “ whether, under the circumstances, 
ese vouchers could be pleaded as a set-off or in re-conver- 
n to a suit which might be instituted for the recovery of the 
1130 11, as specified in the act of Congress.” To this 
estion 1 had no difficulty in giving my opinion that they 
Jpuid be so pleaded, and would be allowed by the Court, notwith- 
anding Col. Huston had already had the full benefit of them, 


E, according to the statement of the Secretary, there could be 
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no proof adduced to identify them as being those which had 
previously been presented and allowed; and as the suit,i 
instituted, could only be brought for the $4,130 11, (that su 
having been fixed upon and determined by the act of Congres 
as the amount of his indebtedness,) he might, and probab 
would obtain a judgment for a large amount against the Go 
vernment, instead of there being a recovery had against hi 
for the sum he was actually owing. 

This subject is one which does not properly belong to th 
Department, and under ordinary circumstances would no 
have been embraced in a report from it; but as the opinio 
thus given, may have induced the Secretary of the Treasu 
to decline ordering the institution of a suit which had bee 
directed by an act of Congress, I have felt it to be due to thy 
officer to make this statement; and having done so, I ava 
myself of the occasion to suggest, that, unless the vouche 
which were obtained by Col. Huston from the Department 
returned, justice to the Republic would seem to require such 
modification of the law passed at the last Session of Congres 
in regard to this subject, as will enable the Secretary of th 
Treasury to institute a suit for the amount of the account as! 
stands charged on the books of the Department, without refer 
ence to the reductions which were made upon the productie 
of vouchers which have since been withdrawn. 

I have the honor to be, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
i JAMES WEBB, 
Attorney Gener 


REPORT 


THE POST. MASTER- GENERAL; 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


Post-Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
Austin City, Oct. 29, 1840. 


o His Excellency Mrraseav B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic of Teras : 
Sır :—In compliance with the requisition of law, I have the 
onor herewith to communicate to your Excellency an account 
f the receipts and expenditures of this Department, and its 
ondition generally ; together with suggestions for such im- 
rovements therein, as, in my opinion, are useful and necessa- 
for its more complete management and prosperity. 
In discharge of the duties imposed on the head of the Gene- 
| Post-Office, he has, since the adjournment of the last Con- 
tess, established Post-Offices on the several routes, and 
ppointed Post-Masters to conduct them, and as directed by 
e laws regulating the Department, has given them the 
uch-needed instructions in their duties ; although the giving 
ese instructions to Post-Masters was always the'duty of the 
ost-Master-General, I am not aware that they have ever be- 
te been attended to, and this duty has, in consequence, been 
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the more arduous. These instructions were also accompanied 
with forms for their guidauce in keeping and rendering correct 
quarterly accounts, since which they are becoming more accu- 
rate in the statement of accounts and more prompt and pune- 
tual in making their returns. 
From the great want of suitable mail-bags that existed when 
l entered upon the discharge of the duties of this office, and 
had existed for some months previous, I was induced to make 
immediate efforts to procure them as soon as possible, but i 
regret that mv success has not equalled my efforts or wishes. 
As these appendages, so essential to the safe keeping of the 
mails, entrusted to carriers, were not to be procured in Texas, 
an application was made within ten days after the date of my 
commission to William Bryan, Esq., the Post-Office Agent it 
New-Orleans, by letter, dated 17th January last, to obtain them: 
in which, after giving him directions as to the sizes and num 
ber of the bags and of the locks and extra keys, he was request& 
that, ‘in the event such articles could not be made in New 
Orleans, to send the best substitute to serve till better could & 
procured from New-York or elsewhere.” This letter wa 
replied to by Mr. Bryan, under date of 10th of February it 
which he says, “Ihave made enquiries about the mail-bag: 
and shall be able to have them made equal to those used in th 
United States, provided suitable leather can be procured, whic 
appears rather doubtful.” Other and further corresponden 
passed between us in regard to this matter. Indeed eve 
effort has been made by me for the procurement of these arti 
cles ; it is believed the Agent has been equally desirous, an 
that they have arrived and are now inthe city of Galvesto 
Under the directions and provisions of the 36th Section 
the Post-Office law, passed the 6th of February, 1840, tv 
mail-routes have been discontinued altogether. ‘The reaso 
for dong so were, that in one case, the mail-riders, for t 
routes set cut from the same place, and travelled together 
within ten miles of the termination of those routes before se 
-rating for their respective offices; in the other two rout 
commenced about twenty miles apart, and running nearly 
parallel eourse, came to the same office at the distance of abo 
forty miles, with but one intermediate Post-Office on thet 
roads, and this yielding a revenue of about fourteen dolla 
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only, while the pay of the two contractors amounted to near 
five thousand dollars. It is believed that some other routes 
may be discontinued, or, at least, that the mails can be trans- 
ported over them less frequently, without any great inconve- 
nience to the publie, especially where, as in one instance is 
now the case, the transportation is near four thousand dollars, 
and the entire income ofthe route will not exceed two hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Some alterations have been made in other routes, and still 
further may perhaps be made to advantage. Instead of the 
present circuitous routes, connecting eastern and western 
Texas, it is thought a route or routes, leading directly from 
Montgomery, via Cincinnati, on the Trinity, would greatly 
contribute to the accommodation of the two sections of the 
Republic. 

Many Post-Offices have been established at places where, 
judging from the small revenue derived from them, it is more 
than probable they were injurious, rather than advantageous 
to the publie. Some have returned a “balance due to the 
General Post-Office ? of one dollar per quarter, and others still 
less—all of which it has bee deemed a duty to discontinue. 

The settlement and collection of Post-Master’s accounts, 
some of which had been of long standing, was commenced 
soon after I entered the Department. Some have been col- 
lected, and, in one instance, it has been found necessary to 1n- 
stitute legal proceedings to collect the debt claimed. The 
revenue derived to this Department has been less in value, and 
its cost to the Republic consequently greater than would have 
been the case, if the currency had not depreciated. The reve- 
nue arising from postages since the first of January last, includ- 
ing the first and second quarters, arid the third, so far as returns 
have been received, has amounted to eleven thousand six hun- 
dred and forty dollars and thirty one cents, the collections of 
outstanding aecounts made in money remitted to this Depart- 
ment by the Post-Masters, and drawn for during the same time, 
have amounted to sixteen thonsand eight hundred and ten 
dollars fifty four cents. The revenue of the first and second 
quarters of 1839 amounted to six thousand three hundred and 
forty-two dollars eighty-six cents, that of the third and fourth 
to six thousand one hundred and sixty-nine dollars ninety- 
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eight cents, making the aggregate revenue of the Department 
for the entire year twelve thousand five hundred and twelve 
dollars eighty-four cents. 

The expenditures of the Department since the first of Janu- 
ary last have amounted to seventy-five thousand four hundred 
twenty-two dollars and one cent. 

Some claims against the Department of long standing have 
been discharged. Other similar demands still remain, which 
ought to be liquidated, but the payment is necessarily withheld, 
because, either by law or rule of the Buréaux of the Treasury 
Department, funds cannot be obtained under the present year's 
appropriation, to pay them, notwithstanding there may be mo- 
ney in the Treasury, to the credit of this Department, sufficient 
for that purpose. The late Post-Office Agent in the city of 
New-Orleans has a demand of some two years! standing, fot 
services rendered and money advanced which cannot be paid 
for the reason above referred to, even should there be a sur- 
plus of the last appropriation sufficient to satisfy his just de- 
mands. Would it not be advisable to provide by law that the 
Post-Master-General shall be authorized to draw from the Trea- 
sury for any purpose whatever, connected with his Department, 

any unexpended money without regard to the particular year 
or use for which it was originally appropriated ? 

An arrangement was made with the Master of the Steam- 
Packet Columbia in the month of June last for transporting 
our mails from the United States, by which he was to receive 
a compensation for all the letters he should convey to and de- 
posite in any of the Post-Offices of the Republic, and it is 
requested that the Post-Master-General may also be authorized 
to pay him for his services under said contract. 

As proposals are sometimes received for carrying the mail 
from persons who afterwards refused to comply with their bids 
by entering-into contracts, it is respectfully suggested that a 
law should be passed authorizing the Post-Master-General to 
prosecute such persons to recover the difference between their 
bids and the sum for which contracts in those cases shall af 
terwards be made, It is also respectfully submitied whether 
members of Congress should not be prohibited from becoming 
contractors, ot being in any way concerned in the transporta- 


tion of the mails. 
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The present law makes it the duty of the Post-Master-Gene- 
ral to impose a fine on contractors for each failure, to thrice the 
amount of the pay which would have been due for the trip, had 
it been performed. It would perhaps be advisable to modify 
the Jaw, so as,to leave it diseretionary with the Post-Master- 
General to impose a forfeiture not less than the entire pay of 
the trip, nor more than three times that amount. . 

Some provision, it is thought, should be made, requiring 
masters of. steam-boats, running on the waters of this Repub- 
lie, within two hours after the arrival of their boats at the 
city, town or place of their destination, if in the day-time, or 
within one hour after next sunrise, if such arrival be in the 
night, to deliver all letters and packets directed to and intended. 
for delivery at said city, town or place ; and unless said letters 
and packets are carried under a contract with the Post-Master- 
General, that the Post-Masters, iuto whose hands the same are 
delivered, shall pay to said masters three cents for and upon 
each and every letter so delivered, which charge of three cents 
shall be added to the ordinary letter-postage, and in his quar- 
terly account, the Post-Master to receive a credit with the 
amount so paid. And for each foreign letter conveyed or 
brought to Texas by or in any foreign vessel, the master shall 
receive two cents from the Post-Master receiving said letter, 
who shall place the sum, so paid, to his credit in his quarterly 
account current with this Department. 

Would it not be expedient, in the present depreciated state 
of our currency, to increase the rates of postage by adding fifty 
per cent. to the present rates on letters, newspapers, &c. 
transported by mail within the Republic, and by changing the 
rate on a foreign letter from six and one-fourth to twenty-five 
cents, which shall be in addition to the postage charged there- 
on when the same may be forwarded from the office at which 
they were originally received ; and making it the duty of 
Post-Masters, receiving and forwarding such letters, to mark 
them with the word “Ship,” written or stamped. The post- 
age, so charged for ship-letters, to be a revenue to the Depart- 
ment, on which Post-Masters shall be entitled to the same com- 
mission as in other cases. j 

Post-Masters should also be authorized to require of persons, 
on receiving newspapers, to pay three months’ postage, m ad 
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vance, and to charge double, treble and quadruple postage on 
letters containing two,three or four pieces of paper respec- 
tively. : 

The Post-Masters at Galveston’ and Houston regularly re- 
ceive at their offices, during three-fourths of the year, large 
mails from the United States, which they have been instructed 
to distribute to the different Post-Offices of the Republic.— 
This is an onorous duty, and one which is daily becoming 
more laborious, and has, it is believed, been faithfully dischar- 
ged by those officers, without receiving an adequate compen- 
sation for their services. The propriety of giving them a remu- 
neration commensurate with the services performed, is sub- 
„mitted to the consideration of the honorable Congress. 

From the insecurity attending the manner in which editors 
too often put up papers, intended to be carried by mails, it is 
deemed necessary to recommend that they be required to wrap 
them in envelopes of strong paper, left open at one end, and 
the whole securely tied with good twine, the number of papers 
contained in the package to be noted on the wrappers, and the 
entire superscription to be written or printed in large and legi- 
ble letters and figures, and that Post-Masters be directed not to 

receive or mail them, unless this requisition is complied with. 
The necessity of some such provision has come to the know- 
ledge of the Superintendent of this Department, who has seen 
packets of newspapers, which had not been transported more 
than one and a half days’ ride, and. yet, from their rotten wrap 
pers, entirely worn out, and the superscription so completely ef 
faced, as to be wholly illegible, The consequence has been, and 
must be, that subscribers fail to receive their papers, which 8 
probably charged to the negligence of faulty Post-Masters ot 
faithless mail-riders, when the editors, or their agents, only 
have been wanting in a strict discharge of their duties. The 
appropriation of one hundred thousand dollars, made ihe las 
session of Congress, to pay the expenses of this Department 
together with the revenue derived from postages, during the 

current year, will likely be some more than sufficient to defray 
the current expenses. | 

If the present rate of postage 1s not increased, nor any of the 
routes now established, and under.advertisement, discontinued 
and the present frequency of the transportation of the ma! 
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on them kept up, the probable sum necessary to be appropriated 
to meet the expenses of 1841 will not be much, if any, less 
than two hundred thousand dollars, unless there is an improve- 
ment 1n the value of Treasury Promissory Notes. 

Tables are being prepared shewiug the number of routes or 
roads, over which mails have been transported the present year, 
the total number of Post Offices now estirblished and in opera- 
tion, the number of Offices on eaeh route, and the revenue ac- 
eruing therefrom. 

Those tables were intended to accompany this communica- 
tion, and it has been delayed as long as poscible, with the 
hope of being able to complete them in time ; owing to press 
of business, it has been found impracticable to do so. A well 
regulated mail establishment may well be considered one of 
the most'irhportant branches of publie business ; and it will 
not be doubted that the duties of the Department, under exist- 
ing circumstances, have, since the commencement of the pre- 
sent year been extremely laborious. "Phe correspoudence 
alone has amounted to more than seven hundred letters, and 
this has not beeu the most arduous duty assigned fo, aud. dis- 
ehaiged by, the Post-Master-General. He does vot flatter him- 
self that avy very important. improvements have as yet been 
efseted. The deranged condition in which he found the 
affurs of this Department, the depreciation of the currency, 
md the consequent difficulty 11 obtaining mul-contractors and 
in retaining those already agreed with. and prevailing on conr- 
petent and responsible persons to take upon themselves the 
discharge of the tronblesome but important office of Post- 
Master, have been among the obstacles to be overcome. He 
fels, however, a consciousness that he has been faithful in jhe 
discharge of the trust reposed in him, and a confidence that 
his efforts have produced some beneficial results. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Youx obedient servant, 
JOHN RICE JONES, . 
Post- Master- General. 
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REPORT 


COMMISSIONER GEN. LAND OFFICE, 


OCTOBER, 1840. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
October 17, 1840. 


His Excellency Mirancau B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic of Teras : 
Sır :—T have the honor herewith to submit my report, as 
the Head of this Department, for the consideration of yout 
Excellency, and that of the Honorable Congress; but I regrel 
to inform you, that so far as regards the issuing of patents to 
land for head-right claims, am event which the citizens 6 
"Texas have long been anxiously waiting for, nothing has beer 
done in this office, and 1 fear but little of a permanent natnr 
has been effected by the Examining Commissioners toward 
the consummation of that object, as eontemplated by the Ac 
of Congress, entitled an act “to detect fraudulent land-cert 
ficates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claimants, 
Indeed, it appears, from the fact of the Examining Commis 
sioners, “east of the Brazos,” not making any report of thel 
proceedings to this office, that they were determined that n 
patents should issue upon claims examined by them, and th 
they were satisfied of the inutility of their labor, inasmuch 4 
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their decision was not final, that it was impossible, from the 
data before them, to judge, with any certainty, of the validity 
of many certificates ; and finally that, to carry into effect the 
full intent ef the law, under which they were acting, would 
be to deprive individuals of rights previously acquired under 
the Constitution and Laws of this Republic. ] 
By comparing the reports made by the Examining Commis- 
sioners “ west of the Brazos,” with the returns made by the 
clerks to the respective boards of Land Commissioners, I find 
that a considerable number of claims have been rejected by the 
former, and not more that half of the first class recommended 
«for patents.” From the county of Brazoria they have thought 
proper to recommend all of the first class fexcept a few) as 
«just and genuine claims against the Government," but none 
for patents. The Examining Commissioners have also made 
qualified or conditional recommendations from Milam. Austin, 
Colorado, Fayette and Goliad counties, believing that the 
elaimants had not complied strietly with every formality of 
the laws,’and that they, (the Commissioners,) by their official 
oaths, though satisfied of the genuineness of the certíficates, 
could not recommend them unqualified for patents. Thus it 
isevident that oue of the main objects of the law under which 
they were governed, has been defeated by the inconsistency 
in the first and second sections, or by the erroneous construc- 
tion placed by said Commissioners upon a particular clause of 
the oath as laid down in the law. Statement Ashows more fully 
the result of theexamination as made in the western counties, 
as also the probable number of patents which might have been 


expedient to have commenced the work. Withont attempting 
fo dictate to the Hon. Congress the plan of a law upon a sub- 
ject of so much importance to the interest ofthe conntry as the 
me now under consideration, I would respectfully suggest 
the propriety of ‘passing a law which should discriminate or 
point out what certificates from each board or county should 
be patented, not being subject to be litigated, and also what 
ones should be subject to individual contest by re-location of 
the same land by virtue of valid certificates. This law should 
also specify the manner in which every doubtful claim should 
be re-located, as well as the time to be allowed after the first 


issued in conformity thereto, had vour Excellency deemed it - 
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survey, so that if the land held by such claim be not re-located 
within the time prescribed, the patent should issue to the 
party first locating; but should his right be contested by 
another, then the patent should be issued to bim, the party 
re-locating, unless a writ of injunction be filed within a given 
time by the first locator, preventing the issuing of the patent 
until the validity of each was decided by the competent tribu- 
nal. The basis of this enactment to be predicated upon the 
result of the examinations now made, and from other data on 
file in this Department, and the specification to each county so 
estimated as to include all genuine claims, even though in so 
doing some spurious ones should be patented. 

Statement B, shows the whole number of first class land- 
certificates recorded up to the 17th inst., to be ten thousand 
nine hundred and sixty-four, amounting to seven thousand two 
hundred and eighteen leagues, the whole number of second 
class head rights, recorded as above, to be four thousand eight 
hundred and thitty-seven, amounting to four millions nine 
hundred and twenty-three thousand three hundred and thirty- 
three acres, and also that the whole number of third class head- 
rights, on certificates issued in accordance with the Act extend- 
ing donations of land to late emigrants, now recorded to be 
seven thousand six hundred and thirty-nine, amonnting to 
three millions three hundred and thirty-six thousand two hun- 
dred and forty acres. But few returns of either class of cer- 
tificates are due from the respective clerks to the boards of 
Land Commissioners, so that the accompanying statement 
miy be considered as comprehending the whole of the head- 
right claims against the Government, a large portion of which 
has been already located. T would hore suggest the propriety 
of some enactment establishing a tribunal, before whom all 
those who have obtained coudjtional head-rights of the second 
class, ander the 29th section of the General Land Law, might 
prove the fact of their having remained in the country and 
complied with the conditions required by said section. This 
law might also authorize the issning of certificates to those 
who have not yet procured their six hundred and forty or 
three hundred and twenty acres as a donation, to which they 
are entitled by the Act of 4th January, 1839. It wonld also 
seem just, that some way should be provided by which a few 
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who are entitled to first class head-rights, or second class un- 
conditional, could obtain certifientes therefor ; und as the prin- 
cipal evidence, upon which most of these claims would issue, 
ison file in the War Department, 1 would suggest that the au- 
tl»rity to grant.the same be invested in one or more individu- 
als at the Seat of Government, 
Statement B, further shows the whole number of field notes 
ofsurveys for first class head-rights, recorded upto the 17th 
inst, to be two thousand, amounting (by estimate) to one thon- 
sind and twenty-seven leagues ; the whole number of second 
dass surveys to be three hundred and ninety, amounting (by 
etimate) to three hundred and eighty thousand six hundred 
and eighty-seven acres ; the whole number of third class sur- 
veys to be one hundred and twenty, amounting (by estimate) to 
forty-nine thousand four hundred and ninety-seven acres ; the 
whole ainmber of surveys upon land-warants and donation- 
lud to be eight hundred and thirty-seven, amounting (by esti- 
mate) to five hundred and seventy-nine thousand one hundred 
and twenty-three acres; and the whole number of surveys upon 
hnd-scrip to be two hundred and forty, amounting (by esti- 
mate) to one hundred and forty-eight thousand three hun- 
red and five acres. For seveuty-one of the surveys by virtue 
ofland-warrants and donation-land, patents have been prepared 
nd are now in readiness for the signature of your Excellency, 
much greater number could have been prepared, had the 
ecessary county maps been filed, a reference to which seem- 
indispensable in order to gnard against conflict, and the 
tejudiee of rights previously acquired by survey of the same 
aid. The different construchons placed by the County Sur- 
eyors upon the ordinances and acts relating to bounty-land 
tland-warrants, have occasioned some irregularity as to the 
tont of the surveys made under them. ‘The act amending 
hordinance granting bounties of land to volunteers, leaving 
taptional with the party holding the certificate, whether to 
ave his survey made in a square form, or only to “ front one- 
alf of the square” upon “navigable water-courses, And 
hile on the subject of making surveys under the several 
areties of claims, I cannot, consistent with a sense of duty, 
frain from recommending again (though it be a third time) 
e establishing of another Bureau to this office, the chief ofi- 
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cer of which shóuld bé styled the Surveyor-General, whose 
duty it should be, to examine all field-notes before they were 
iuserted in tbe patents, he should instruct the several County 
Surveyors from time to time, should have the general super- 
intendance of whatever relates to the surveying of all kinds of 
claims, and moreover,it should be his special duty to make, or 
cause to be made, conneeted maps of each county in the Re 
publie. For lam well assured that the preseat laws upon this 
subject are wholly inadequate to the accomplishment of this 
last, though not least, important object. However, should 
the Hon. Congress deem this arrangement too expensive, and 
not in harmony with their ideas of retrenchment and reform, 
I would still insist upon the necessity of allowing a Drafts 
man for this office, who would afford great facility 1n the con. 
struction of county maps, and which he would be enabled to 
make, as detatched plats of surveys were received from tim 
to time from the County Surveyors; and who, when not 
otherwise engaged, would find sufficient eraployment in exe 
mining and comparing the maps already filed in this office.— 
Immediately connected with this subject, is the evident neces 
sity of compelling the return to this office of field-notes d 
surveys, now lying, by scores, in the offices of the severi 
County Surveyors, many of which have been ready for deli 
very since the first January, 1839. The actof last Congress 
eatitled an act tto provide for the return of surveys, &c, 
and which was intended to compel the return of such survey 
has not yet had the desired effect, a proof of which will 
seen by reference to the increase in the number of surveys fil 
and recorded since last year, as herein specified. One can 
of this is the few surveys which could be made since the fiis 
of May. 1840, in consequence of the Act to * prohibit the loce 
tion of fraudulent Jand-certificates,” which has operated greatl 
to the prejudice of many just and legal claims, as it require 
all certificates, even of the third class, to be examined befon 
they could be located ; this, however, was only in accordane 
with one of the most inconsiderate and unwise provisions 
the act to “detect frandulent land-certificates.” The act t 
t compe! all Government Officers to receive the Promissor 
Notes,” has prevented Deputy Surveyors from going into th 
field; for, having to pay assistants in Promissory Notes at 
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discount, they would be losing, instead of making money, by” 
every survey. I would, therefore, recommend, in the most 
positive and unequivocal terms, that the act, last referred to, 
and the act to “ prohibit the location of fraudulent land-certifi- 
cates,” be repealed. As the first section of the act “to pro- 
vide for the return of surveys, &c.,” renders “ null and void 2- 
all those which shall not have been returned to the General 
Land Office within a specified time, and as said act has, within 
a short time only, been published in pamphlet form, it would 
seem just and right that an extension of time be allowed by 
Congress, more particularly, as some of the parties interested 
have been waiting to know the fate of their claims, as deter- 
mined by the Examining Commissioners before they went to 
any further expense or trouble. In extending the time, how- 
ever, I would recommend that some definite mode of making 
te-locations should be pointed out in the law ; otherwise, many 
claims would be re-located upon the bare presumption that 
the time within which the first survey should be returned had 
expired, the party wishing to re-locate, not being bound to 
produce any proof of such fact to the Deputy Surveyor. 

The preference of location,-specified in the E7th section of 
the General Land Law of December, 1837, appears to me, at 
this time, unjust, or, at least, inexpedient, inasmuch as it has 
a tendency to prevent late emigrants from settling upon vacant 
land, by allowing the holder of a first class certificate to locate 
and survey the same land including their improvements, a 
tight which is secured to him at present by the law. And by 
reference to the 6th section of the act providing for the return 
of surveys, it appears that the Deputy Surveyor bas no other 
alternative—no discretionary power—he~must survey the 
land pointed out, or, refusing, incur the penalty of damages 
sustained by the party presenting the certificate. A strict 
compliance with thts statute, in connection with the preference 
above alluded to, must operate, in my opinion, greatly to the 
prejudice of the honest occupant. 

In accordance with the appointment and instructions from 
your Excellency, Mr. S. C. Wiltse proceeded to run the Wes- 
Bem Line of this (Travis) County, and which he completed on 
the 16th May last, as indicated in his report to this office.— 
Having the utmost confidence in his skill as a Surveyor, and 
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his veracity, I immediately approved his account for doing the 
work, not suspecting that any error had been committed; 
since which time I have good reason to believe that, by mis. 
take in calculation, or in chaining, he did not run far enough 
üp the Colorado River to determine the South-West Boundary 
of Milam's Colony, which would render the balance incorrect; 
thus leaving a large amount of land, now surveyed by author- 
ity from Bastrop County which is subject to re-survey, under 
locations made by authority from Bexar County. 

Under the act of Congress, passed at the last session, enti- 
tled an act to *sectionize and sell the land formerly reserved 
for, and occupied by, the Chorokee Indians,” nothing has been 
done, inasmuch as no money was appropriated to pay for sut- 
veying said land, or for carrying into effect the first requisition 
of said law. What number of locations and surveys have 
been made upon head-rights or other claims, within that terri- 
tory since the passage of the law, Tam unable to state; but, 
as no field-nates have been presented for record, 1 conclude 
that little or no surveying has been done im that section. 

Patents for two hundred and eighty-four Galveston lots, 
sold by the Government, have been issued, which I find to be 
situated principally in sections, Nos. 1, 2 and 2, heing not 
more than one-half of the whole number as laid out m the sur. 
vey. And, asa part remains yet ansold, or disposed of by the 
Government, locations under land-scrip have been made by 
individuals, though, in my opinion, contrary to the intention 
of the Act to “dispose ef Galveston and other Islands,” and 
even inconsistent with the provisions of the General Land 
Law. For further information on this subject, relative to the 
forfeiture of these lots and number remaining unsold, reference 
may be had to the Treasury Department. Patents have also 
been issued for thirty-seven Austin City lots, in accordance 
with the “Joint Resolution for thé relief nf certain persons 
therein named,” and the “ Joint Resolution for the sm vey and 
sale of the Austin Town Tract.” 

The amount of translating done by the Translator to this 
office, is not so great as was contemplated ; a reason for which 
may be found in his not being allowed by the law an assist 
ant or clerk to compare his translations, after which to record 
the same asthe law directs. [See Document C, herewith 
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submitted.] Under the “act making appropriations for the 
support of the Government for the year 1840,” no salary was 
allowed the Translator, but à particular sum being specified, 
as an appropriation for “ Translation of Documents, §c.,” the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office (as well as the Hon. 
Secretary of Treasury) conceived that the 32d and 34th See-- 
tions of the General Land Law, creating the office of Transla- 
tor, were virtually repealed ; and that the law of last Congress 
evidently intended that all translations executed for this office, 
should be made under special contract with the Commissioner 
General. ‘The sum appropriated for this purpose being ex- 
hausted, or nearly so, by the 4th July last ; no translating has 
been done since that date. The importance however of hav- 
ing a competent Translator connected with this office must be 
so apparent to all, that, I trust, Congress will closely examine 
the laws now in force on that subject, and make such amend- 
ments thereto as will enable the incumbent to proceed with 
all due facility to discharge the duties for the best interest of 
the Government, as well as for the convenience of individuals. 
All which is respectfully submitted by 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
JOHN P. BORDEN. 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 
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Statement, showings the number of First Class Certificates, recommended for Patents by 
the Examining Commissioners “ West of the Brazos,” dates of their reports, dc. 


Number of Certi- | Number of Gerüfi- | Number recommend- | Date of Receiv- | Estimated number 
Counties. | ficates returned to | cates recommended | ed as genuine and le- ing Commission- | of surveys now fil- 
tms office up to'| for patents by Ex- | gal claims, but not for | ers’ Reports in | ed subject to pa- 
| Nov 90,1829. ^ | amining Comms, | patents, —— |s omer  . Tis. eres 
Austin, 270 150 104 Mar. 95, 1840. Au 
Brazoria, 569 506 June i, 
Bexar, 651 485 July, 29, « 50 
Bastrop, 277 250 June 1, « 150 
. Colorado, 141 31 97 June 1], « 10 
Fayette, 93 16 90 June 1 b a 15 
Fort Bend, 262 7 286 June e 5 
Goliad, 58 3l July * aq’ e 
Gonzales, | — 184 Ad 60 July 29, te 20 
Jackson, | 132 116 7 July 6, « 50 
Matagorda, 442 261 101 June 1, “ 60 
Milam, 159 25 104 March 7, * 10 
Refugio,* | 9 July 29, «© 
Wash’ston, 549 444 65 March25, *" 160 
Victora, | so 74 2 July 6, ti 15 
Totalamt 3,825 | 1,912 [ 1,453 be: EN GN 


‘k The 1 reason n for the,blank in the first column is, that. no “returns of certificates had been made from this county on 
‘the 20th of November last year. JOHN P. BORDEN, Comm. G. L. Office. 
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DOCUMENT B. 


Statement showing the number and amount of Certificate: 
of each Class of Head-Rights returned and recorded : 
also, the number and amount of Surveys of edeh Class oj 
Claims now recorded, §*c., §c. 


First Class Certificates. 


Number, - - - 10,964 
Amount in leagues now recorded, - 7,218 
Number recorded this date last year, - — 10,103 


Amount in leagues recorded this date last year, 6,646 2-5 
Second. Class Certificates. 


Number, - - - - = - 4,837 
Amount in acres now recorded, - 4,923,333 
Number recorded this date last year, - 3,073 


Am?nt in acres recorded this date last year, 3,106,783 
Third Class Certificates, (Act Jan. 4, 1839.) 


Number, - - 7,639 
Amount in acres now recorded, - . 2,926,240 
Number recorded this date last year, - 1,064 


Amount in acres recorded this date last year, 465,680 


Norz.—heturns of 485 Certificates from Shelby County, 
mounting to 488} leagues, have been received but not yet 
ecorded, 


— 


F'rst Class Surveys. 


Number, - : - = - - 2,000 «a 
Amount in leagues now recorded, - 1,007 
Number recorded this date last year, - 1,713* 


Amount in leagues recorded this date last year, 1,027 


* The inconsistency in the amount of land now recorded, and the amountlast 
ear, is occasioned from the fact that in making the estimate then, no deduc- 
on was made on account of surveys once recorded, which, afterwards being 
und incorrect, were rejected and sent back to the respective officers for 
trechon or further consideration, 
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Second Class Surveys. 


Number, -~ = m ee 390 
Amount in acres now recorded, - 380,687 
Number recorded this date last year, - 212 


Am/’nt‘in acres recorded this date last year, 562,356" 


Third Class Surveys. 


Number, JE LZ ÉL - 120 
Amount in acres now recorded, - - 49,497 
Number recorded this date last year, = - 

Amount in acres recorded this date last year, 


Military Surveys. 
Number, JEU LI LL 837 
Amount in acres now recorded, - 579,123 
Number recorded this date last year, - 507 


Am!nt in acres recorded this date last year, 1,346,112 


Scrip Surveys. 


Number, AME LC - 240 
Amount in acres now recorded, - 148,365 
Number recorded this date last year, - 87 
Amount in acres recorded this date last year, 56,460 


5 JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Offic 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
October 17, 1840. t 


* This amount as estimated last year is found to be incorrect; it should lii 
been 206,700 acres, though the number, (212,) as there given was correct. | 
e + The amount of leagues, as estimated last year for this class of surveys, 
nd be incorrect ; the number of aeres in 507 surveys should have be 
,760, 
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DOCUMENT C. 
Synopsis af Translations made in this office since Jan.;1838, 


books, viz : 


Books of contracts, containing catalogue of Empressario Con. 
racts with the Government of Coahuila and Texas. 

List of grants by the Government to individuals as settlers 
nd purchasers from 1825 to 1833. 

Contracts of the Empressarios Austin, (including the coast 
nd little colonies,) Burnet, Beales and Roquela, Beals and 
thers by Agent Campos, Camerons first and second, De Witt, 
e Leon (amounting, with accompanying documents to twenty 
ages) Dominguez, Edwards with sundry correspondence 
elating thereto, Filisola, Leftwich, McMullen and McGloin, 
filam, Nashville Company, Power and Hewetson, Purnell 
nd Lovell, Padilla and Chambers, Thorn, Vehlein & Co., first 
nd second, Wavell, Wilson, Woodbury, Wilson and Exeter 

illiams, Johnson and Peebles, and Zavala. Said book 
ontains also correspendence relative to, the Shawnee and 
herokee Indians, and the instructions to Commissioners, 
ogether with an appendix including S. F. Austin’s repre- 
reat to the Senate, relative to the Nashville Colony, &c., 

c. 

Book of Titles, —Austin's first contract, containing the cor- 
respondence between the authorities of the General Govern- 
ment of Mexico and the Empressario Stephen F. Austin from. 
1821 to 1827, General Colonization Law of 4th January, 1823, 
"E several titles, including that of the San Felipe Town 

Tact. í 
Book of Titles, —Austin's second contract made in 1825, 
containing one hundred and ten titles, amounting to, as record- 
ed, two hundred and thirty-six pages. 

JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Office. 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 2 
October 17, 1840. 


and which have been recorded in the following described 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, &e 


Report of Select Committee on Petition of free men of color. 


[Page 33 of Journal.] 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the sever! 
petitions from a number of the citizens of the County of Jef 
ferson, praying the action of the Congress in behalf of certain 
free persons of color, residing in said county, have had the sant 
under consideration, and, upon a close examination of the 
subject referred to them, they find the following to be the facts 
as set forth in said petitions :—That the free persons of color, 
petitioned for, have resided in that county for several years: 
some of them were there even before the Declaration of Inde 
pendence and have contributed towards its achievement, both 
by personal services, and by their substance, generously be 
stowed without fee or reward ; that they have at all time 
conducted themselves well, and are men of good credit where 
ever they are known, having been at all times punctual t 
their engagements, upright in their dealings, and peaceable 
in their dispositions. And, although your Committee at 
well satisfied that, as a general rule, it is not the true policy 
of this country to encourage the introduction of this descrip 
tion of persons among us, nor even to allow them to remain 
yet your Committee believe that the persons, set forth in the 
petitions which they have had under their consideration, art, 
and should be, an exception to that rule; and we, therefore 
recommend to the House the passage of a bill for their relief 
which they beg leave to introduce. All of which is respect 
fully submitted for your consideration. 

JOSEPH GRIGSBY, Chairman. 
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Communication of Thomas W. Ward, ond Documents. 


[Page 37 of Journal.] 
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o the Hon. the SPEAKER ann MEMBERS 
Of the House of Representatives : 

GENTLEMEN :—]1n accordance with a resolution passed by 
your honorable body, requiring the Chief Clerk of the Fourth 
Congress to furnish the House with information of the dispo- 
sition made of the chairs and tables, furnished for the House 
it the former mecting, and the expense of taking care of the 
epresentative Hall and furniture of the same, as also the cost 
f the necessary repairs made to the Capitol, during the recess 
f Congress, I herewith give you as full a statement as lies 
umy power. In answer to your first demand, it appears by 
he books in the State Department, that sixty tables were made 
or both Houses of Congress, The number given to one or 
he other L am totally ignorant of, but at different times dur- 
ng the last Session the Members of the House supplied their 
tivate rooms with the necessary tables and chairs from the 
ouse to do the various committee business, as the town at - 
hat time was new and not supplied with such accommodations 
here was also taken candles, candle-sticks, ink-stands and sta- 
lonery for the same purpose, an account of which was never 
eturned to the Chief Clerk and which often embarrassed him 
xceedingly. Iam also informed by the Chief Clerk of the 
tate Departrhent, that he does not know the number of chairs 
thished either House, but at the opening of the present Ses- 
inn there were forty-eight chairs placed in the House, out of 
hich six were loaned to the Senate, and many, during the 
t Session of Congress, were broken in such a manner, that 
have been compelled to make one chair out of three or four. 
In answer to your second demand—there has not been any 
ioney laid out or expended for taking care of the Hall or fur- 
ture. It became necessary during the summer to occupy the 
üpitol as an hospital and store-room for a number ofthe army 
at were sick, there being no other place that could be obtained 
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without incurring a very heavy expense on the Government, 
"The only damage the house could sustain was the necessary 
use of a part of the furniture, and probably a slight damage 
done the windows, &c., together with the loss ef some few 
candle-sticks, ink-stands, &c. / 

From the indifference and malconstruction of the buildings 
it became necessary to put a new roof on the back buildings 
and make many other repairs that could not be dispensed wnth, 
for which there is a balance due the contractor (Mr. Prentiss} 
of $490. During the occupation ofthe Capitol by the soldiery, 
the Chief Clerk rented an office for two months. 

The Congress of last year neglected to make an appropriation 
for- stationery, which compelled the Clerk to draw from the 
contingent fund $1,500, Government Bonds, which he placed 
in the hands of of Wm. Bryan, of New-Orleans, with a requis. 
tion, fer which he took the receipt of Mr. Bryan, herem 
enclosed, as also a copy of the requisition. I am informed by 
letter thete was some delay in procuring the stationery, bui 
that I might expect it daily. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
THOMAS W. WARD, 
Late Chief Clerk H. R 


— 


o Requisition for Stationery. 
2 reams Folio Post Paper, $30 00, $60 00 
2 do. best Cartridge, « 12 50, . 25 00 
3 lbs, Sealing-Wax - 6 25, 18 75 
2 lbs, Wafers, - - - 
30 cards Metalic Pens, - - 225, 67 50 
1 doz. Wafer-Stamps,  - - T5, 9 Q0 
4 * best Pen-Knives, . - 9 00, 54 00 
4 * large Ink-Stands, - 6 00, 36 00 
4 * pintbottles Fluid ink, 18 00, 72 00 
4“ Patent Rulers,. - - 
2 “ Lead Pencils, - - 4 50, 9 00 


= 
med 


Amount carried over, 351 25 
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Amount brought forward, $351 25 


1 gross Red Tape, - - 21, 2 52 
3 Ibs. Twine, -  - - 3 00, 9 00 
4 doz, Paper-Folders, - - 50, 3 00 
1 Ib. India-Rubber, - - - 
24 pieces Ribbon, - - - 55, 13 20 
1 doz. Lead Paper-Weights, = - 
2 * boxes Matches, - - 37, 9 00 
8 boxes Sperm Candles, - i 20, 384. 00 
1 lb. Pounce, JE 
3 Pounce Boxes, - - : 
2 quires Blotting-Paper, - - 624 ^^ 125 
1000 Quills, - - - - 9 90 00 
3)863 20 
287 73 
5 
- 1,438 65 


Austin, August 22, 1840. 
Received from Thomas Wm. Ward, Chief Clerk of the 
Housé of Representatives, fifteen hundred dollars, in Govern- 
ment Bonds of the Republic of Texas, on account of requisition 
for Stationery to be furnished by me. 
: WILLIAM BRYAN. 


— 


Report of Select Committee. 
[Page 47 of Journal.] 


The Select Committee of three to whom was referred a re- 
solution of this House with instructions to take into consider- 
ation the propriety and expediency of exempting certain free 
persons of color from the provisions of an “Act concerning free 
HH 
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persons of color,” beg leave to report, that having had the same 
under consideration, they feel no hesitancy in recommending 
the passage of such a law; in coming to this conclusion, your 
Committee are constrained to say, in relation to the individuals 
in question, that their case is one of a peculiar and meritorious 
kind, and fully entitled to the sympathies of the nation. This 
taken in connection with their having emigrated to Texas 
previous to the Declaration of Independence, fully warrants 
your Committee in exhorting Congress to pass a law, exempting 
them from the provisions of the law above referred to. For 
the further information of Congress, your Committee will state 
that one of the individual::, proposed to be exempted as afore. 
said, was among the first .o shed his blood in the war of Inde- 
pendence ; stich being the case, your Committee are altogether 
averse to his removal from the bosom of the nation. Sucha 
course of procedure would, in the opinion of your Committee, 
be worthy of the condemnation of all enlightened nations; 
therefore, as the said individual has been disabled in the ser 
vice of his adopted country, and as he is desirous of spending 
the remainder of his days, in company with his sisters, in the 
land which he assisted in defending, we beg leave to recom- 
mend that your honorable body pass the following bill. 
PATRICK USHER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 
[Page 49 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
petition ofsundry citizens of Shelby County, praying that the 
election of Chief Justice may be committed to the qualified 
voters of the several counties, and to give to the County Cour 
the right of empanneling a jury for the trial of civil suits, hav 
had the same under consideration and have instructed me t 
make the following Report : 
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First.— hey deem it expedient that the prayer of the péti- 
tioners, in relation to the election of Chief Justices, should be 
granted, and have directed me to submit a bill to that effect. 

Second.—' The Committee are of opinion that little good 
would result from giving the County Court a jury, but ou the 
contrary much additional trouble and expense would be incur- 


the ninth article of the bill of rights, which declares the trialby 
jury shall remain inviolate, may be carried out, the Committee 
have instructed me to report a bill, securing the right of appeal 
from the Justices tothe District Courts; both of which are 
herewith submitted. - 


LL VAN ZANDT, 
Chairman of Committee. 


S5 € E 
P4 


Report of Joint Commiitee on Public Lands. 
[Page 49 of Journal.] 


Your Committee, in conjunction with the Committee of the 
Senate, have taken into consideration the Bill referred to them, 
to wit: * An act for the benefit of settlers residing near the 
boundary line of the United States in the counties of Red River 
and Harrison.? 

Your Committee are of opinion that it is not proper or expe- 
dent at this time, that there should be opened a new or either 
of the old boards of Land Commissioners, but would beg leave 
fo amend said bul by altering the mode by which applicants 
for certificates, or orders of survey, may obtain the same, and 
also so to amend the bull, that the rights of those who obtained 
Certificates previous to this time and reside in the territory 
Surveyed by the United States, and were unable to have the 
same surveyed under the laws of Texas, owing to their loca- 
ton shall not be prejudiced, for which purpose they beg leave 
to amend the bill and report the following: 


* a 


red by the litigant parties, but that the spirit and meaning of © 
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A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of settlers residing 
_ near the boundary line of the United States in the Counties 
of Red. River and Harrison. 

Whereas, citizens residing near the line ofthe Ünited States 
and north ofthe Sabine River, by thelaws and treaties hereto. 
fore existing, have been prevented from proving their emi- 
gration to this Republic, and have consequently been unable 
to procure from the proper authorities an order of survey for 
the amount of said land which they are entitled to under the 
laws granting lands to emigrants; and, whereas, it is now under- 
stood that the line between this Government and the United 
States is about to be run, therefore— 

Sec. 1.—Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Texas, in Congress assembled, 
That so soon as said line shall be run and marked by the 
Commissionersi on the part of the two Governments, it 
shall and may be lawful for any one wishing a certificate of 
head-right or an order of survey to make application by petition 
to the District Court, setting forth the time of his or her emi- 
gration, and place of his or her residence, which, together with 
the proof necessary to procure such certificate, shall be sub- 
mitted to a jury of good and lawful men who shall determine 
the fact whether such applicant is entitled to a certificate; 
and it shall be the duty of the District Judge, when the jury 
shall find in favor of the applicant, to issue to him an order 
of survey such as was issued under former boards of Land 
Commissioners ; provided the applicant shall take the same 
oath and make the same proof as has heretofore been required 
in like cases. 

Src. 2.—Be it further enacted, That every person entitled 
to lands under the provisions of this act, who shall be an actual 
settler and occupant of the soil, shall be entitled in the location 
of his land, to include his improvement, provided that the said 
location shall not interfere with any grant or survey legally 
made or obtained previous to such settlement, and provided 
that nothing herein contained shall prejudice the right of any 
person holding in his possession a good and genuine certifi 
cate or order of survey, who has been unable to have the same 
surveyed, and who is actually a settler of said land, surveyed 
by the United States. 
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Sec 3.—Be it further enacted, hat this act shall take 
effect from and after its passage. 
1. VAN ZANDT. 


Your Committee, in conjunction with the Committee on 


public lands of the Senate, have agreed to report in favor of _ 


the resolution, requiring the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office to issue instructions to the Deputy Surveyors not ` 
to locate any land or to receive any location for surveys on 
that portion of the North-Eastern Territory sectionized by the 

. Government of the United States. 

WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on State of the Republic. 
[Page 50 of Journal.] 


The Cóniniittee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred the petition of a number of citizens of the County of 
Harris, praying the passage of-a law granting the privilege of 
remaining in the Republic to a certain free man of color, 
named Henry Tucker, a resident of said county, have had the 
same under consideration, and are of opinion that all such 
petitions, signed by such a number of respectable citizens, all 
testifying to his character, should be complied with ; therefore 
your Committee have instructed me to introduce the following 
bl. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

í WILLIAM MENEFEE, Chairman. 


x 


Communication from the Secretary of State. 
[Page 53 of Journal.] T 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Nov. 9, 1840. 

othe Hon. SPEAKER of the House of Representatives: 

Sir :—I have the honor to inform you, and, through you, 

he honorable House of Representatives of the vacancies in the 

dllowing offices, which are required to be filled by joint vote 

t both Houses of Congress, viz: 


x 


ve 
iT 
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The offices of Commissioners to inspect Land Offices, eas 
of the Brazos River, all vacant by the resignation of P. 0, 
Lumpkin, E. B. Noble and H. W. Augustin. 

The office of Chief Justice for the Counties of Goliad and 
Victoria, vacant by the resignation of the Hon. A. S. Ens 
worth of the former and David Murphree of the latter. < 

The following appointments have been made, during the 
recess of Cougress, which requiie the concurrence of bot. 
Houses of Congress : 

Greenlief Fisk, Chief Justice Bastrop County. 

Benjamin F. Neal, Chief Justice Refugio County. 

Leonidas Saunders, Chief Justice Montgomery County. 

John T. Pinckney, Chief Justice Northern Division of Li 
berty County. ; 

All of which are most respectfully submitted, 

By your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 
Acting Secretary of State 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 


[Page 56 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred th 
petition of J. A. Parker, by R. M. Forbes, Merchants of Colum 
bia, praying that an act of Congress may be passed, authorizin; 
the Secretary of the 'I'reasury to pay certain drafts ia his pos 
session ,for the sum of thirteen hundred and fifty dollars, draw: 
by the Auditor upon the Treasury of the Republic, in p 
funds, have considered the same, and are of opinion that tle 
said drafts, when made, were drawn in view of the depreci 
tion of the currency at the time, and were considered by tl! 
Auditorial Board full compensation for the property used lj 
the Government, in Promissory Notes; your Committe’ 
therefore, beg leave to return the petition to the House, and a? 
to be discharged from the further consideration of the same. 

L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


avi 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 


[Page 56 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
resolution, instructing said Committee to inquire what laws 
are in force relative to the granting of remedial process by the 
Chief Justices of the several County Courts, and to recommend 
such alterations as may be deemed expedient, have had the 
came under consideration, and have instructed me to report 
that they find, by the cxisting laws, that Chief Justices have 
no-power whatever to grant any remedial process, the law 
granting such power having been repealed; but the Commit- 
tee are of opinion that the said power should be restored, with 
certain amendments, and have directed me to report a bill to 
that effett! ' 


L VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


= 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 57 of Journal.] 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of John H. Hyde, praying for a donation of land, 
have had the same under consideration and deem it inexpe- 
dient to grant the prayer of the petitioner, as he does not recol- 


impossible for your Committee to do so; they therefore beg 


e to be discharged from any further consideration on the 
subject, 


pame 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


& 
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Report of Committee on Public Lands. 


[Page 57 of Journal.) 


The Committee on Publie Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of James Riley, praying for a donation of land, have 
had the same under consideration, and are well satisfied tha 
the petitioner has been permanently disabled in an India 
engagement on the San Gabriel in January, 1836, in which 
his brother was killed, and he himself received four wounds; 
but notwithstanding there were forty Indians against him, he 
kept up firing until he killed three of them; the balane 
retreated, and fortunately, he got his family into the settle 
ments. 

Some of your Committee axe well acquainted with the cit 
cumstances of Riley’s unparalleled bravery, in this India 
engagement of January, 1836, and all the Conamittee are satis 
fied, from the testimony adduced, that the petitioner has a 
large family of his own dependent on him for support, as well 
as that of his brother who was killed in the engagement. 

Your Committee are of opinion that such cases of extraor 
dinary bravery should be rewarded by this Government, ant 
request the passage of the following joint resolution. 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Elizabeth Powells Petition 
[Page 59 of Journal] 


To the Hon. SegAx En of the House of Representatives : 
Sin ~The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to whom 
was referred the petition of Elizabeth Powell for relief, having 
had the same under consideration, beg leave to report, that th 
said petitioner prays xelief for Mexican spoilation, to th 
amount of two thousand seven hundred and thirty dollars, M 
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relation to which your Committee can only say, that they are 
wholly against allowing the same ; and in relation to the other 
items. in her account, amounting to seventeen hundred and 
twenty-four dollars twelve cents, your Committee are of opi- 
nion that there is not sufficient evidence to authorize them. in 
passing upon the same, therefore beg leave to report unfavora- 
ble on the entire account and petition. ; 
P. USHER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 
{Page 59 of Journal.] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred a bill 
to be entitled an aet rogulating District Courts, have had the 
same ufider consideration, and have instructed me to report 
the same back to the House by amending the second, third 
and fourth sections ; a copy of which, as amended, is herewith 


submitted. 
J. VAN ZANDT, Chairman, 


Communication from the Secretary of State, 
(Page 64 of Journal.] 


Austin, Nov. 11, 1840. 


DEPARTMENT or STATE, 
To the Hon. Sreraxer of the House of Representatives : 


Six +] have the honor to inform the honorable Congress, - 


that the office of Chief Justice of the Republie is vacant by the 
resignation of the Hon. T. J. Rusk, w uch office has not been 
filled by appointment. : 
With respect, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 


Acting Seeretary of State. 
if 
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Report of Commutiee on Judiciary. 


[Page 66 of Journal] ` i 
E4 
The Committee on the Judicis. y, to whom was referred ù 
resolution with instructions to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing the law authorizing the Supreme Court to appoint 
a Reporter, have had the same under consideration, and in- 
structed me to report a bill to the House repealing certain 
parts of said act, and amending the same, and recommend its 
passage. 
IL VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


. Repori of Committee on Military Affairs. 
[Page 83 of Journal.] 


To the Hon. Srraxer of the House of Representatives: 

' The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
a joint resolution requiring the President to receive into the 
service of the Republic one company of volunteers, citizens 
of the County of San Patricio, have had the sanie under con- 
sideration. Your Committee are aware that the citizens of 
the County of San Patricio, without exception, suffered as 
much or more by the Revolution than other inhabitants of 
the country. ‘Your Committee are also aware that they have 
never had the protecting hand of this Government extended 
towards them, and owing to the isolated position of their set 
tlement, and being dispersed over the Republic, remote from 
each other, and, from their losses, being alrnost entirely depend- 
aat upon their labors of one day for the subsistence of the next, 
they have not had it in their power to act in sufficient conceit 
to embody themselves in such numbers as would enable them 
to return in safety to their homes, although they have been 
extremely anxious to do so. Your Committee are of opinion 
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that the interest of the Republic, and justice to these people 
imperiously demand that this Government should extend suci 
protection to this section of country as will enable them t 
return to their homes. 

In order to secure anything like protection by regular troops, 
it would be necessary that a company should be stationed per- 
manently among these citizens, where they would necessarily 
remoin idle and inactive, at a greater expense to Government 
than would be the expense of a company of volunteers, who 
shall themselves be the citizens designed to be protected.— 
Should the citizens be received into the service of the country 
as a company of volunteers, they will be enabled to return to 
their homes and protect themselves; and while they eat the 
bread which otherwise would be lavished upon an idle sol- 
diery, they will have a subsistence while they rebuild their 
fences, and repair their dilapidated and dismantled houses ; 
otherwise, it will be almost beyond their power to obtain bread 
for their wives and children. A majority of your Committee, 
therefore, respectfully and strongly recommend the passage of 
the joint resolution, 

L. S. HAGLER, 
One of Committee. 


—— MÀ À—— 


Report of Committee on Judiciary. 
[Page 88 of Journal.) 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
“a bill” providing for the repeal of so much of an act passed 
on the 3d of January, 1840, as gives to the District Attornies 
asalary, report, that before the passage of the act of the 3d of 
January, 1840, the several District Aftornies were entitled to 
fees, which subjected the Republic to an annual expense of 
many thousand dollars, which expense was increasing in pro- 
portion to the accumulation of business in our courts. By 
that act all laws which allowed the District Attorney, in any 
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ease, to recover his fees from the Republic, were repealed, and, 
in lieu of the compensation received from that source, the 
salary of $1,200 was established. By the bill now before the 


Committee, itis proposed to take away the salary, while no : 


provision is made to return, either in whole, or part, the fees 


formerly attached to the office. Your Committee are confident | 


that if this bill passes, the compensation of those officers will 
be so utterly inadequate that' it will be impossible to secure 


the services of any who are competent to perform the duties | 


of the office; and if the former fees are returned, the expense 


to the Republic will be far greater than it is under the present | 
provisions of salaries. Believing, therefore, that the compen. | 


sation is now sufficiently small, and ought not to be reduced, 
and that any change would either drive competent men from 
the office, or subject the Republic to a much greater expense 


| 


and outlay than it now suffers, your Committee would advise: 


the rejection of the present bill. 
1. VAN ZANDT, Chairman. 


—— M —À—— 


Report of Committee on Public Printing. 
[Page 92 of Journal.] 


The Committee on Public Printing, to whom was referred 


. the bill to be entitled an “Act to regulate the Public Printing, 


to provide for the publication of the laws and journals, and for 
other purposes,” have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the same back to the House, with 
amendments, as shown in the draft herewith submitted. 
The Committee were deeply impressed with the urgent 
necessity of adopting and defining some regular and effective 
system for the government of this branch of the public service, 
They dare hope that the plan now proposed -will go far to 
achieve this highly desirable object ; and at the same time 
place it beyond the reach of those in power to lend the patron- 
age of the Government to foster and sustain a Press devoted 
to their own peculiar partisan interests. The Committee 


believe that the publie printing should be given to those only 
who willexecute it upon reasonable terms and with proper 
despatch, without regard to the partisan tenets of any man, or 
set of men ; and they know of no better means of securing this 
eud, than the provisions ofthe bill which they have the honor 
now toreport. It contemplates no monopoly, and leaves every 
printer, who shall give the Government proper security for 
the due performance of his undertaking, free and unrestricted 
in his competition, 

The Committee would most respectfully recommend its pas- 
Sage. 


H. W. AUGUSTIN, Chairman. 


[Page 95 of Journal.] 


DEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Austin, Nev. 16, 1840. 


Sir :——-I have the honor to transmit to the honorable House 
of Representatives the correspondence of this Department with 
General James Hamilton, referred to in the Annual Message 
of His Excellency the President. 

With respect, Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 


Chief Clerk Department of State. 
To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


— 


Letters from the Secretary of State to Gen. James Hamilton, 
and Hamilton & Burnley. 


Rerusiic or Texas, 


Department of State, April, 18, 1840. 
Gen. James Hamitron : 
Sig :—You will receive herewith authority te negotiate a 
Treaty of Amity and Commerce with the Belgian Government, 
he President has no particular instructions to give you as to 
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the basis or principle on which the proposed Treaty will b» 
formed, but leaves it to the suggestions of your own sound 
judgment and prudence. Your knowledge of the product 
and wants of our country, and the:manufacture and commerre 
of Belgium, will enable you to determine what commercia 
arrangement will best suit us. From the suggestion of ou 
late Minister to France, Gen. Henderson, it is hoped that you 
will be able to negotiate this Treaty at Paris, under the 
friendly auspices of his Majesty, the King of the French.— 
That Government is the only one, on the other side of the 
Atlantic, that has as yet acknowledged our existence as a ns 
tion. Grateful for so much magnanimity, it is the wish of this 
Government that our negotiations with other European powen 
should be conducted in a way the most acceptable to the King 
consistently with our own interest, dignity and self-respect, 
It is probable that, whilst at Paris, you may be able to ds 
cover what are the feelings of other Governments, represente 
at that Count, in relation tous, It is confidently believed yoi 
will embrace and cherish every indication of a wish to esta 
blish friendly relations with us, and that you will particularly 
address yourself to the best channels of information as to tht 
prospect of forming a Treaty of Amity and Commerce with 
Spain. It is an object very much desired by the President 
to open an intercourse of trade with Cuba and other Islands, 
belonging to her Majesty, the Queen of Spain. 

In your negotiation with the King of Belgium, should it 
found necessary, you can repair to Brussels, if not inconsistent 
or prejudicial to other important trusts confided to you. 

The relations between England and the United States att 
unsettled, and there is some prospect of the two Governments 
being involved in a war; this, perhaps, would be a favorable 
moment to renew our efforts to make a treaty with Great Bri 
tain. In the event of war, the neutrality of this Governmeti 
would be of vast importance to the English commercial ant 
manufacturing interest. I merely call your attention to this 
subject, knowing that your zeal and good judgment will k 
exerted in making the best possible uses of any favorable cot 
juncture that may be presented. | 

We have had no news from Mexico since the 29th of Feb- 
ruary. At that time there had been no act by which the Mex 
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can Government had directly committed itself on the question 
of recognition. Our Agent had made himself known to the 
Government secretly, through the British Minister, and had 
been presented to the Secretary of State, and politely and appa- 


the Government of Texas in any stipulations he might enter 
into with Mexico ; and as he was not clothed with such autho- 
tity, under the sanction of usual forms, al! discussion was sus- 
pended until such powers,duly authenticated, should be receiv- 
ed by him. ‘The credentials required weie forwarded to him 
promptly ; in the meantime our country has been kept in a 
continued state of excitement, by the rumor of great prepara- 
tons being made by Mexico to invade us. he Administration 
has been compelled to submit patiently to continued and vio- 
lent abuses for its inactivity and apathy, in not resorting to 
active offensive measures to extort a peace, and we have found 
it difficult to"keep our navy in port, without losing all of our 
officers; they are impatient of what appears to them strange and 
unaccountable inactivity.on the part of the Government. The 
people at large cannot understand the President’s position, and 
policy forbids all such explanations as would be comprehensi- 
le to them ; we are, therefore, compelled patiently to submit 
to a temporary depreciation of popularity. This state of 
things, however, cannot be long sustained ; if something defi- 
nite is not done soon, we shall be forced to change our posi- 
tioa, and to commence active offensive operations. Should 
we be compelled to do so, and to oceupy Matamoros, and all 
the west bank of the Rio Grande, vou can give assurance that 
twill not be with a view of holding permanently one inch of 
territory beyond that river, but it will be for the purpose of 
&xtortiüg a peace, and securing our western citizens from the 
inronds of marauders of whatever denomination—Centralist or 
Federalist—to which they have been so long exposed, that 
ill emigration to that section of the Republic has been sus- 
pended. I have the hope still, that our next news from our 
Agent will be of decidedly favorable complexion. 

The prospects of our citizens, as to the growing crop, is 
uly cheering ; they have planted far more extensively than: 
ormerly, and the corn crops are almost made, as the spring 
Was so exceedingly favoiable, that they planted nearly one 


oa 


` 
tame 


rently friendly received. He was asked for his authority to brrr” 


* 
L3 n o ene 


280 


month sooner than usual; our frontier, however, is still 
annoyed, the predatory bands of Comanches occasionally 
murdering a man, and stealing a great many horses. 
I hope soon to hear of your success. J avail myself of ths 

opportunity of expressing the great respect with which : 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 

ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State, 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
City of Galveston, Jan. 6, 1840. 


To Gen. James HAMILTON: 

Sir :—The President is spending some time at this place 
for the benefit of his health, which had suffered much recently 
from his confinement to business at the Seat of Government 
Capt. Tod has communicated your wishes in relation to th 
employment of his services, in procuring arms, munitions, &, 
for the use of this Government in France or England, and you 
suggestions would have met the entire approbation of his Ex 
cellency the President, had he not been determined to relin 
quish for the present the purchase of those supplies. In fad 
the President never intended that those purchases should, à 
any one time, have exceeded for the army fifty or sixty thov 
sand dollars. The last Congress made no appropriatio 
for the purchase of munitions of war, nor passed any act! 
relation thereto; but, under the apprehension of invasio 
when the Mexican army, under Arista, was on the Rio Grand 
after the dispersion of the Federalists, the President had! 
solved to act on his own responsibility ; all danger or pros 
of invasion having been removed, he considers it obligato 
on him to revoke the instructions forwarded to you from 
War Department, and has instructed me to inform you that! 
is his wish, that there should be no purchases made, until ye 
shall receive further orders from this Department. 
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I sincerely hope that you and Mr. Burnley will be success- 
fal in negotiating the Joan. Our currency is in a most de- 
pressed condition, rating from six to seven for one; we have, 
however, the most cheering prospects of the most abundant 
grain crops. 1 have taken some pains to obtain the best infot- 
mation as to the amount of subsistence, that may be depended 
on, in the different sections of the Republic, over and above 
what will be required for the use of the present population ; 
and the result has been—-that of grain, there will be from four 
to five times as much, and pork, three. I have every confi- 
dence in this estimate approaching very nearly to aecuracy.— 
The embarrassments of the planting interests in Mississippi 
and Alabama has thrown among us, since you left us, a large 
amount of slave population, and it will still continue to flow 
in, and must result most beneficially for us. I wrote to you 
from the Seat of Government some time ago, requesting that 
you would use such means as might be in your power, to as- 
certain the feelings of Spain on the subject of recognition of ` 
our Independence. This Government is very desirous of 
forming friendly relations with Spain; and I hope you will 
be able so to represent us, as to promote our wishes on that 
subject. 

Iam, Sir, with the most sincere respect, 

Your obedient servant, 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of State. 


Gatveston Crry, July 7, 1840. 


To Messrs. James Hawrrrow and A. T. BURNLEY: 
GENTLEMEN :—I have no special instructions from his 
uxcellency the President to communicate to you, since my 
last; but as it may possibly have some influence on your 
agency, I have thought you should be advised correctly as to 
the present position of this country. So many rumors have 

en afloat, and.so many imprudent and erroneotis newspaper 
publications, of invasions from the Mexicans, and of Texian 
tmaments for offensive operations, that it may well distrust 
KK 
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and shake the confidence of those who know nothing froma 
more correct source, of the true posture of our affairs. We 
have been in the receipt almost every week, for the last six or 
seven months, of rumors of an invasion from Mexico, headed 
by Arista, and the rumors have come to us with all the appear. 
ances of being authentic, when at the same time, we” have 
been fully advised of the total inability of the Mexican Gover. 
ment to cross the Rio Grande, in any force that could give us 
any trouble. These rumors have been generally traced to the 
Federalists and their friends, fabricated with the evident object 
in view of drawing an army of Texas to the west, knowing, 
that from the restless disposition of our people, and their innate 
love of enterprize, they could not be restrained from crossing 
the western boundary in great numbers, and joining them 
against the Centralists. The President had baffled all thes 
attempts to be drawn into offensive measures, and succeeded 
in preventing any excitement or calis upon our people fora 
force to repel such threatened invasion. Buta short tim 
after he left the Seat of Government for this place, a similar 
rumor reached there—that of an invasion, with an extensive 
coalition of savages, in conjunction with the Mexicans. Thi 
rumor seemed to have had so much the appearance of authenti: 
city, that it effected a call from the War Department of a levy. 
en masse. of our militia west of the Trinity, with the exception 
ofthe Gulf counties. This was a source of much uneasines 
to the President, as he believed the rumor was another phat 
tom from the same fruitful source, that had already proved s 
prolific as Bancos. He counteracted its efforts as far as prat 
ticable, and the militia, have been disbanded before mud 
inconvenience or expense had been incurred. We are nov 
satisfied that this conjecture was correct. After the defeat 
the Federalists last spring, Canales, their General, came to tht 
town of San Antonio; but before his arrival, the Mulitay 
Commandant at that place was instructed to inform him, thi 
personal protection was all that he could expeet from us; 
our Government would not recognize him in any offici 
character whatever; that, in the event of an invasion, 
would not permit any other flag than our own on this side 
the Rio Grande ; that, in that event, if himself and his di 
persed followers took part against the invaders,it must be un 
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our flag, and under the orders of our officers. They are en- 
trely dispersed, but in considerable numbers, and would be 
made strong very easily, by affording them a rallying point. 
The leadears still appear to be sanguine of ultimate success, 
and are unremitting 1n their efforts to induce our Government 
taid them. To effect this, they are ready to grant whatever 
ye would ask; we have rejected all their overtures; The 
State of Yucatan is entirely free and independent of the Re- 
public of Mexico, and opposed to the Constitution of 1824,— 
They have not only driven out every soldier of the Mexican 
Government, but have also the entire command of the Gulf, 
the Government not being able to send out a single vessel of 
war against them. E 

The rumor, communicated by the favor of Gen. Hamilton, 
the 3d ult, which I have the honor to acknowledge as 
wming from the Consul of the United States, at Liverpool, I 
m inclined to believe had some foundation ; in truth, it is pro- 
ble that the Mexican Government did, at one time, contem- 
pate making a sudden descent on our coast, and particularly 
oi this place, in the hope of taking us by surprise, deluded in 
hlse seeurity by their pretended moderation and willingness 
enter into amicable discussion with Mr. Treat. It was, no 
doubt, believed by the Government of Mexico, that our ship- 
jing was in a dismantled condition, and incapable of making 
uy resistance. But, before the arrival of the Argyle, she 
hund that she had neither troops nor money for the enterprize. 
That she may now show a willingness to negotiate in good 
ith, is quite probable; but I have no doubt, that it was com- 
menced by Mexico in bad faith, designed to delude us into a 
alse security, until cirenmstances enabled her to act against 
Wefliciently. A part of our fleet it has been thought advis- 
ble to send down into the Gulf, principally with a view of 
txertaining the feelings of Yucatan towards us, but under 
Xpress orders not to act offensively, nor to appear before the 
Mexican ports in any way, to create any uneasiness on their 
mrt until further orders. ‘The situation of the Government 
‘Yucatan, it is believed, required the measure; remote from 
Ne city of Mexico, strong within herself, possessing more sea- 
fen than the balance of Mexico besides, and the entire com- 
and of the Gulf, and at no time yielding more than mere 
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formal submissions to the Mexican Government, it is not 
probable that she will ever again acknowledge even a quali- 
fied dependence on the Mexican Government; it therefore 
became important that we should, as early as possible, unger- 
stand wliether we are to be considered by them as friends er 
enemies. We have reason to hope, from their declaring against 
the Federal Constitution of 1824, that they will not be dis. 
posed io indulge an unfriendly feeling towards us. 

'The wild prairie Indians continue to commit their thieving 
depredations on our frontiers; but such is the continued tide 
of emigration flowing in, that there can be no doubt, that ere 
long, the wild Indians will be driven so far north as to give us 
no further annoyance. B 

Our crops are already made, and never was the Delta of the 
Nile more productive 1n corn than our virgin Texian soil. In 
cotton, grain and stock we cannot be rivalled, and all we want 
is peace with Mexico, the loan, direct trade to Europe, and 
ve then become the most prosperous people on the globe. 

With sentiments of great respect, 
; I am, Gentlemen, your very obt. sevt., 


ABNER S. LIPSCOMB. 


Extract of « Letter from J. Hamilton to the Secretary 
of Staté. 


[ Dated ] i CHARLESTON, Feb. 25, 1840. 


If you will send me a commission to treat for the recognition 
of Belgium, I will see the Belgian Minister in Paris and arrange 
the matter with him. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. HAMILTON, 
: Commissioner of the Republic of Texas. 
Hon. Judge Lirescows, 
Secretary of State. 


P. S. lam barely waiting to hear from the Secretary § 
the Treasury transmitting to me the authority to pledge th 
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bonds for an advance of the loan, and some other powers, te 
which I have invited his attention, to leave for New-York, 
with the view of embarking for Europe, to close, if possible, 
my loan negociation. 1 have little doubt, if your Government 
pursues a politic bearing towards France, that Louis Phillippe 
will aid us immediately in the negociation in question. I 
need not confidentially suggest to you the expediency of 
maintaining the best relations with Mr. Saligny. 


— 


Lonpon, June 3, 1840. 


Hon. A. S. Liescomz, Secretary of State: 

Dear Sig :—I have just reached London, having been 
detained some days in Liverpool. Several short arrivals 
from New-York, bringing dates down to the 14th May, still 
convey fresh tidings of Mexican invasion, which are caleulated 
seriously to retard our negociation of the loan. Keep us con- 
stantly advised of every event, as the crops in Europe promise 
most abundantly, and the money market is daily becoming 
more easy and abundant, making the successful negociation of 
the'loan far more probable, —if no explosion or serious inva- 
son of Texas occurs. Ihavejust received from the American 
Consul, at Liverpool, the following information, which I 
transcribe from his letter of the Ist inst., which you must take 
for as much as it may be worth ; I doubt it,—but it would be 
as well for you to be on your guard. 

“A communication has been made to me this morning, 
which -I think you will consider of sufficient importance to 
give immediate notice of it (by the Great Western) to the 
Texian Government. A Mr. Grineer, a gentleman’ of high 
standing, and, from his situation, possessed of peculiar means 
fr obtaining information, disclosed to me the fact, which he 
says he has from the best authority, that agents of the Mexican 
Government have chartered one or more steam vessels in this 
country, for the purpose of transporting troops from Vera Cruz 
or Matamoras, to make a rapid descent, with tbe intention of 
surprising any vessel of war that may be in port, and of attack- 
ing, while unprepared, any vulnerable point in the sea-board. 
He says the steamer Argyle, of Glasgow, of one hundred and 
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five tens, Williams, master, sailed on the 22d of February last 
for Cadiz, thence bound to Vera Cruz, or Matamoras. She 
put into Maderia for repairyand, by the last accounts, from 
thence she was about proceeding on her voyage. I have ad- 
vised Mr. Grineer to make this communication direct to you, 
which he has promised he will by the mail of to-day ; his 
standing entitles him to consideration.” . 
Our address is—London, to the care of Messrs. Palmers, 
McKillop, Dent & Co. 
I remain, Sir, with great esteem, 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. HAMILTON, 
Commissioner of Texas Loan, 


— 


A Letter from Gen. Hamilton to the Secretary of State. 


[ Dated ] Lonpown, June 6, 1840. 


Drar Sir :—As we shall have to go over to Brussels and 
Amsterdam to procure the necessary combination to secure 
our loan, I would suggest that you send me separate letteis 
of credence to the King of Belgium and to the King of Hol- 
land, to apply for the recognition of your Independence, and 
to make a commercial treaty with both, as I have received an 
intimation that I can accomplish both objects. 

I hope, by the Queen, on the Ist of July, to tell you that 
we have a fair chance of doing something; we are making 
friends, and progress every day. The rumor of the mvasion 
of Texas, of course, retards us; but I hope the Queen steamer, 
which will be here on the 16th, will dispel all the .clouds— 
By her, Mr. Burnley and myself will make the Secretary of 
the Treasury an official report. 

Until I bear something decisive as to the rumored invasion 
of Texas, I deem it politic not to apply for recognition to the 
British Government. 

I remain, Dear Sir, with esteem, 
Respectfully, your friend, 
And obedient servant, 


J. HAMILTON. 
Hon. Judge Liescoms. 
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Kingdom oF THE NETHERLANDS, 
The Hague, July 28, 1840. 


Sir :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your’ 


despatch of the 4th of May ; the suggestions, which you trats-- 


mitted to me, not to make any stipulations with the French 
Government, by which any countenance should seem to be 
given to the introduction of French goods, with an ulterior view 


to their clandestine entre into the United States, in violation of . . 


their revenue laws, through the valley of the Mississippi. 1 
shall conform strictly to your instructions in this particular, in 
which I recognize nothing but policy of the young Republic. 

You will perceive my letter was written from the Hague.— 


I have opened a negociation with the Government of our 


Netherlands for the recognition of the Republic of Texas—a 
preliminary measure, indispensible to the negotiation of our 
loan in Holland. By the laws of this Kingdom, no foreign 
loan can be taken, or contracted for by any citizen of Holland, 
except with the consent of the King. From the bankers in 
Amsterdam, with whom I am so far in treaty, as to have made 
them an offer of the whole loan of five millions, I was informed, 
that, without recognition they could not entertain even a con- 
sideration of the subject ; and that I must repair to the Hague 
immediately, and see what could be done with the Government. 
Under your general letter of instructions to obtain, as far as 
praeticable, the recognition of the different commercial nations 
of Europe, I have presented a memoir, as the diplomatic Coni- 
missioner of the Republic of Texas, setting forth the facts of 
the people of Texas having achieved their Independence, of 
its recognition by France and the United States, and of the 
sta^l'ity of the Government and extent of the resources of the 
country. This has been very favorably received by the Min- 
Ister of Foreign Affairs, who has promised, on the 4th of Aug, 
on his return to the Hague, to give me an answer on the sub- 
ject. If no adverse influence from the other powers of Europe 
is brought to bear on the Government of the Netherlands, I 
have very little doubt of my success; but, you know that the 
Dutch are a slow and cautious people, and take much time to 
do, not only the affairs of the utmost moment, but even trifles.. 
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The instant I consummate my diplomatic business here, I shali 
repair to Amsterdam, and commence a systematic finaneu| 
‘campaign forthe negociation of the loan. Hf the bankers there 
can be satisfied of the stability of the Government of Texas, 
and the sufficiency of the security offered, the loan can b 
taken in five minutes, such is the vast surplus wealth of this 
immensely opulent country. But, unfortunately, very tittle 
here is known of Texas, and that. little to her disadvantage. 
For every falsehood which the emisaries of Mexico, and the 
abolitionists have put forth in the London Press against Texas, 
‘has found its way into the leading journals of this country; 
‘but I have taken means to apply a corrective against these 
misrepresentations ; through the kindness of my friends in 
Amsterdam, I have been introduced to the Editor of the 
leading commercial and ‘political paper in that city, the 
Handelsblad, an advocate of distinguished ability at the 
Dutch Bar, and one ofthe most eloquent and powerful writers 
in Holland ; and, what renders my intercourse with him par 
ticularly agreable and effective, is the fact of his speaking and 
reading English almost with as much facility and accuracy 
"ashe does his vernacular tongue. I have satisfied this gen 
‘tleman so entirely of the injustice which has been done Texas, 
that he has promised, when I am all ready, to open the bat 
teries-of his Press in her defence ; although, he had the good 
sense to say that it was a question, not of morals, but of policy, 
for Holland to consider. For how we got possession of tht 
country was not their business, it was sufficient for them to 
know that we were in possession of it de facto, were capable 
of holding it, and, from our being a civilized and enterprising 
people, would prove valuable customers to them. I state this 
fact to show you what an important ally | have made, and 
how much his intelligence is superior to the miserable cant 
and fanaticism of even those who call themselves English 
statesmen. This gentleman will commence, in a day or two, 
‘to enlighten his readers on the subject of American credits 
and disabuse the public of the thousand slanders of the 
London Times on this topic; this will be a good preface for 
the introduction of the theme of 'T'exian resources, which will 
come on in due time. 

Mr. Burnley is in Paris; he will not attempt any action 0n 
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the French Government, to induce them to redeem the pledge 

of Marshal Soult, until I reach the French Capital; whilst he 

he will employ himself in the mean time, in sounding the 

bankers, and in diffusing correct information respecting Texas. 

But, thanks be to the persevering and enlightening exertions of 

M. Saligny, there exists a better tone of feeling towards Texas 
, iu France than any other country in Europe. Should I fail 
‘entirely in Holland, I will then repair to England, and see 
_what is to be done through the co-operation of the Mexican 
! bond-holders ; and then to France, as our last resort, because 
| [ am sure the aid ofthat Government could not be procured, 
probably, without conceding some commercial advantage, 
which might exert an injurious influence on our negociations 
with other nations. But, in any event, I cannot conceal from 
you, that we have great difficulties to contend with, which 
have been continued, without any intermission, ever since we 
left the United States. First, we departed in the face of the 
universally:accredited rumor, that Arista was about to invade 
and overrun Texas, burn your Capital and destroy your army ; 
then came the report of your having murdered forty Comanche 


council to treat for peace and the surrender of prisoners ; next 
came the President's proclamation, ordering all free persons of 
color out of the territorial limits of Texas, which has been put 
down, on this side of the water, as a barbarity equal to that of 
the revocation of the edicts of Nantes ; and, lastly, the Great 
Western brings the intelligence of the still further deprecia- 
tion of your Treasury Notes. Against these adverse currents 
we had been endeavoring to make head way ; we had stopped, 
like our boatmen on the western rivers, in some bend, where 
the stream seemed to be less strong, taking breath for a while, 
but still, have hooked, and joined, and gone on. I think I may 
now say we are making steady progress towards the final con- 
summation of our objeet ;—-I will not exactly say when, for I 
Should rather take the President by surprise, by an early ne- 
gociation, than to disappoint him by holding out false hopes. 
But our success depends entirely on your measures at home ; if 
you should join the F'ederalists, unite in an invasion of Mexico, 
or blockade Matamoras or Vera Cruz, we could not borrow 
one dollar for you—not for love or money. Capitalists are 
LE 


Chiefs in cold blood, whom you had invited to a friendly 


wth 
pY 


290 


reluctant even to loan to old Goveruments, whose crediti 
well established, when at war; how little would they be dis 
posed to lend to a Republic but of yesterday,in no favor with the 
Monarchs of Europe, and whose own currency is depreciated 
to à point so low as to show the want of even confidence at 
home! Let me, then, my good sir, conjure you to use your 
influence with every branch of your Government, to induce 
them to wait patiently the result of our negotiation ; if we de 
not succeed by the meeting of Congress, it will be time then for 
the assembled wisdom of the country to determine what isto 
be done ; if we do not succeed, 1 shall be very much inclined 
as the lawyer says in collecting a debt, to make the five mil 
lions out of Mexico herself, and join personally in the sport 
But, if all goes on smoothly in Texas, you do nothing violently 
to shock European prejudices on the tender subject of the 
Indian and Negro races, subjects which they cannot under 
stand over on this side of the water, I feel an absolute, abiding 
and unfaltering confidence in success. Buta premature inv 
sion of Mexico would dash all our well-digested scliemes t 
the ground, and subvert, in one hour, my incessant and irk 
some labor for the last eighteen months. 

I have had one interview with Lord Palmerston, on whit 
was private and unofficial ; he informed me, that after thead 
journment of Parliament, and I had concluded my busines 

. with the different Governments on the Continent, if 1 won 
return to England, he would enter upon the question of tle 
recognition of Texas, and the formation of a commettia 
treaty with her. This looks well, in spite of O'Connell's vi 
lany, and makes me particularly anxious not to commit mys! 
with the French, unti) I have ascertained definitely the view 
and determinations of the British Government ; for, if Hollan 
both recognizes, and 'T'reat succeeds, our loan will go like 
locomotive over a trail. I can pledge you nothing, howeve:. 
but my unabated, untiring and zealous exertions. After | 
loan is obtained, how to make it lastingly beneficial fo ! 
Government, involves considerations of a great mom! 
requiring a scheme of finance well-considered and matured 
on this subject [ will write the Secretary of tlie 'T'reasur 
by the British Queen. In the mean time, present my friend! 
respects to this gentleman, as well as to the other officers 
the Cabinet; say to Dr. Archer, that I have received his dé 
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patch, and will write him fully by the Queen, which sails on 
the Ist September. I write President Lamar a private letter 
which accompanies this despatch. ' 
You will perceive that I purpose anticipating my regular 
wers, in my negociation with Holland. That no jealousy 
may be felt by the Government of the Netherlands, that you 
should have given me a power to treat with Belgium first, | 
have forborne to go to Belgium, until I have concluded my ne- 
otiation here ; as we have very little to expect from a treaty 
with that country, and much to gain from a treaty with this. 
Isend out, therefore, a transcript of two commissions, which 
you will find enclosed—will thank you to have them carefully 
engrossed, verbatim et literatim, and transmitted. to me, after 
affixing your signature and seal of office to them, as some diffi- 
culty may arise to the final signature of the treaty, until their 
return, although we shall have all the benefits of an imme- 
diate recognition, ifthe King of the Netherlands agrees to treat. 
l think it highly probable, from what has passed between 
the Russian Minister and myself, (in whom I found and old 
acquaintance,) that I will add the recognition of Russia to the 
other international acknowledgements, with which I hope to 
signalize my present mission. If you, according to the within 
form of a commission, think proper, to send me a separate and 
specific one to treat with any Minister the Emperor may de- 


which will be bringing astronger power to bear on England ; 
do not, however, make it my daty to repair to St. Petersburg ; 
it would be entirely incompatible with my financial negotia- 
tions to leave the place of action for this season. Notwith- 
standing your judicious suggestions, it will be ont of the ques- 
tion to think of my visiting Madrid in relation to the Cuba 
trade, if the miserably distracted state of that once powerful 
Monarchy did not forbid all hope of a successful negociation 
with that Government at the present; for in the throes of 
revolutionfshe seems to be verging towards a dissolution. But 
if I succeed, this season, in all my important missions for you, 
lhope to go to Madrid next summer, under full powers to 
conclude successfully such a negotiation. 
I have the honor to be, dear Sir, your obed't serv’t, 
J. HAMILTON. 

To the Hon. Anner S. Lrescors, Sec. of State. 


pute to conduct the negotiation, I have little doubt of success, . 
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The Haave, Sept. 1, 1840. 

My Dear Sin I had hoped, by this time, to have advised 
you that I had at last signed a treaty with Holland, but, 
although the project of the same has been laid before the King, 
yet the Minister of Foreign Affairs informs me, that in conse. 
quence of his Inajesty's occupations from an important meeting 
of the States-General at this place, it will be impossible fof hin 
to decide on the provisions of the treaty for ten or twelve days, 
I have, therefore, us the treaty has been offered me, embraced 
thetwelve days togo to Belgium and procure arecognition there, 

T ata losing no time from the loan, as, from the rumor of a 
European War, all large financial operations are suspended 
for the present ; but, as the most authentic accounts all concur 
in representing that the difliculties between France and the 
four powers will be compromised, l have no doubt, by the 
time I procure the recognition in question, the war panic will 
have subsided, and Mr. Burnley and myself will be able ta 
bring the loan forward advantageously, Iwill write, bow. 
ever, the Seerotary of the Treasury from Brnssels on this sub- 
ject; but, from the state of the money market, the state of 
Europe, the relations of your own country with England, 
and the internal condition of your own currency, to say no- 
thing of the rumor of your having joined the Federalists in 
offensive measures against Mexico, there has not been a mo 
ment when the loan could have been brought forward, except 
with a positive prejudice. 

I hope, with the recognition of Belgium and the Nether- 
lands, to procure that of England on my return, as Lord Pai 
merston has promised to take the subject up. If I foil! 
will instantly repair to France and make with that Govern 
ment the best bargain, under my instructions, I can. 
Thiers had been so much oceupied, as well as the King, that 
he could not have considered our affairs if I had gone there; 
in the mean time, depend upon it, the interest of the Republie 
commands my unceasing and devoted attention. 

With my most respectful salutations, 
I remain, dear Sir, very respeetfully, 
Your obedient servant. 
J, HAMILTON. 
The Hon. Asner S, Lipscomn, Nee. of State. 
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P, S. Pray, say to M. Saligny that Iwill write him om ' 
the 12th of Sept. by the Great Western. 
I beg and entreat you to say to the President that our suc- 
cess depends on his keeping his hands off the Mexicans, until 
he hears from us definitely from London. I will write him 


Lord Palinerston’s answer to my despatch, which I shall hand 
him the instant I reach London. 


r 


Report of Committee on Military Affairs. 
[Page 97 of Journal] 


The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the petition of Doct. Felder, bew leave to report that they have 
had the sume under consideration, and it is their opinion that 
he is not*ontitled to any consideration for his service, having 
ubandoned the service of this country and joined the Federal 
Mexicans, under Col. Ross.. The Committee have no inclina- 
tion to censure his course ; his errors have been the commop 
errors of many others, but it is the opinion of your Committee 
that Texas ought not to pay for services rendered to the Fede- 


tal Mexieans. ; 
G. H. HARRISON, Chairman. 


Report of G. B. Erath, Capt. of Spy Company. 
[Page 77 of Journal.] 


EI 
NAs VILLE, Sept. 5, 1840. 
Major-General Enix Huston: 

Duar Srn:—In pursuance of your order of the 14th 
July, I left Nashville on the 20th of August with eight men, 
and proceeded up the Brazos, on its east side, to the Falls, 
where I arrived on the 22d ; recrossed the Brazos on the 23d, 


204 
i 
* ascended the country on the west side of the Brazos, and 
reached the Waco village on the 24th, where I found some 
Indian sign two menths old ; left the Waco village the 25th, 
advanced up the Rio Bosque, and came, in the evening within 
the neighborhood of a party of Indians with about twenty 
horses. The Indians, having the advantage to discover us 
first, fled immediately, setting the grass on fire as they went; 
the ground being too hard and dry, it was impossible to trail 
them, and night soon brought them out of our reach. The 
26th, while advancing up the Bosque, we surprised two foot 
Indians, apparently Keechies, in the act of skinning a buffalo; 
we killed one on the ground, the other escaped badly wounded, 
through tlie favor of à briar thicket, leaving us both their guns 
and apparels, We continued our course np tbe Bosque. A 
considerable number of small hunting parties who were out 
on the different water courses, became alarmed by the smokes 
of the Indians, routed on the 25th and 26th of August, and all 
abandoned their hunting grounds, setting the grass on fire as 
they fled towards their villages up the country. The evening 
of the 27th we arrived to a road which was very plain and 
fresh, bearing up the country on the ridge, between the Brazos 
and Little River; we followed the same till late in the night, 
when, not arriving at any village, or coming up with the ene 
my, we camped; and ou the morning of the 28th, after pur- 
suing the road some distance, we found ourselves opposite the 
Grand or Comanche Peak; as the road appeared to be going 
high up the country, through a mountaiuous region, the 
grass being either dried up or burned by the retreating Indians, 
and our horses hard ridden, we abaudoned the road, which 
at any time can be shown to an army in search of the savages, 
and by the means of said road will be able to ferret out the 
enemy and destroy them. We then took our course towards 
the Brazos, downwards, and crossed the Brazos on the evening 
of the 28th, finding that the Indians had not been much im 
mediately on the stream; we found, also, a quantity of buffalo, 
gentle and little hunted. The 29th we arrived at the Tronics 
village, a place known from the action of Col. Neill there last 
October. On our approach we discovered some Indians with 
pack horses going through the old town, apparently crossing 
the river; in mancuvring to get a fiir sight at them, I got 
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into the bed of the river above them, when several Indians 
came down the opposite bank to drink, which caused me to 
suspect a larger camp there than my strength would allow me 
to attack, I ordered my men back on the eastern hill, but 
when arriving high enough to survey the opposite side of the: 
river, we discovered, riot to little surprise, the Indians in all 
haste making up the country, and only five in number, and 
four pack horses, already several miles distant; and, as 
pursuit would have been to no purpose, I descended the river 
finding several more evacuated camps, which the Indians had; 
left at the time the signal of alarm was given at the Bosque. 
I arrived on the 2d of Sept, at the Falls of the Brazos; on the 
fourth at Nashville. 

'The Indians, it is presumed, took us for a party of spies or 
advance of an army, and dispersed on that account. The 
strength of the indians is, no doubt, very deficient ; one or two: 
hundred men could take their villages, and a small quantity of 
men can travel through their country where they please. 'The 
Indians burnt the country every where, and the chance for 
horses is bad, water in some parts scarce, and on the Indian 
passing ground no game. “That part of the country through 
whieh Colonel Neill passed, last fall, is not inhabited this year 
by indians, aud the village is not more than twenty miles 
hom the Peak. 

I cannot give praise enough to the men under my command 
for their excitement towards finding Indians, watching day 
and night, following trails, anxiety for engaging the enemy, 
and they would have charged, even as small in number as they 
were, into the midst of a village, had it been expedient. 

I remain, at your further-command, 
Your most obedient servant, 
G. B. ERATH, 
Spy Captain. 
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Roll of a Squad of Spies, enrolled by an order of Major- 
General Feliz Huston, dated July 14th, 1840, by G. B. 


Erath. , 
Names. Terms and Time of Enrollment. — 
Dodd, Joined 15th Aug. for the expedition, 
Henry Kattenhorn, * 16th July. unlimited time, 
Daniel McKay, « 12th August, “ ste 
Charles Sevire, * 20th * — for expedition, 
Thomas 1. Smith, * 20th a e 
Guy Stokes, « 20th July, unlimited time, 
Spoones, « 14th * e u 
Joseph Livy, " 15th August, “ « 
G. B. ERATH, 


Chief of said. Squad. 
N. B. A Roll better explained will be returned when ne- 
cessary. , 


[Page 100 of Journal.] 
[G. W. Smyth's Letter page 27 Appendix.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, | 
Austin, Nov. 17, 1840. 


Sır :—I herewith transmit to you a copy of a letter recently 
received from G. W. Smyth, Esq., Boundary Line Commis- 
sioner. , 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 
: JOSEPH WAPLES, 
2 Chief Clerk of State Dep't- 
To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatwes. 


pee 
bh 


"TP 297 


[Page 100 of Journal] 


ExEcvrIivE DEPARTMENT, / — 
November 16, 1840. E 


To the Hon. the House of Representatives : 
GENTLEMEN,:—In answer to the enquiries involved in 
your resolution, requesting the President to communicate to 
the House of Representatives, the terms upon which: Messrs. _ 
Burnley and Hamilton were employed to negotiate the loan of 
five millions of dollars, I have to say, that upon a strict search 
at the Treasury Department, the present acting Secretary has 
been unable to find the written contract which was directed 
to be entered into with those gentlemen, and which, 1 have no 
doubt was executed by them and the Hon. R. G. Dunlap, 
but which probably was mislaid by Gen. Dunlap in the hurry 
of his departure for the United States. The circumstances 
under which that contract was made, and the terms of it were 
as follows :—Gen. Hamilton met the President and Members 
of the Cabinet in council, and after presenting his views in 
respect to measures which might become necessary in the 
successful negotiation of the loan, it was agreed that the Com- 
missioners should receive two per cent. upon all the money 
obtained by them, and paid over to this Government, arising 
from the negotiation, in full compensation for their services 
and personal expenses, and that in the adoption of such other 
measures as might be indispensible to the accomplishment of 
their undertaking, they were to be at' liberty to expend a 
farther sum, not to exceed eight per cent. upon the amount 
received, and that as many of these measures would necessa- 
tily be of a confidential character, it was understood that they 
would, on a final settlement, not be required to produce any 
vouchers for these disbursements, farther than their own writ- 
ten statement that they had been fairly made. 
_It was also understood, that if the bonds should be nego- 
tated at a rate which would produce a larger amount than 
their par value, (which at that time was not thonght impro- 
hable) the Commissioners were to take the excess and the 
MM 
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exchanges in full compensation for their services, and ali the 
expenses and disbursements which might be incurred in the 
negotiation, and in that event they were to pay to this Govern. 
ment, in good funds, dollar for dollar of the nominal amount 
of the bonds negotiated ; should the negotiation, however, fail, 
they were to receive no compensation for their services and 
ne remuneration for the expenses incurred. " 
The terms of this agreement and understanding were taken 
down in writing at the time, in the form of memoranda, and 
were carried from the meeting, by the Secretary of the Trea 
sury, forthe purpose of drawing up the contract and haviug it 
executed by the parties, and I have always believed that it had 
been done, and that it was filed away in the Department.— 
Upon a search for it now, liowever, nothing can be found in 
reference to the subject, except the accompanying letters of 
instruction, which are not sufficiently full and explicit to con- 
vey a correct idea of the true character ofthe contract. That 
this contract was reduced to writing at the time, I can yet en- 
tertain no doubt, but whether it was lost during the last winter 
when all the information on the subject was laid before Con- 
gress, or whether General Dunlap, in the hurry of his depar- 
ture, neglected to file it, lam now wholly unable to inform 
the Hon. House of Representatives ; that I have stated its terms 
substantially as made, I am not only satisfied from my own 
recollection, but I am sustained in that opinion by the recol- 
lection of some of the gentlemen who then composed the 


Cabinet and are now present. 
MIRABEAU B. LAMAR. 


'(lTRzAsuRY DEPARTMENT, 
Cobumbia, April 15, 1837. 


To Messrs. BURNLEY & GILMER: 

GENTLEMEN :—In conformity with the various acts of the 
General Congress of this Republic, authorizing the negotiation 
of a loan of five millions of dollars, which trust has been cot 
fided to you, am authorized and required to give you general 
instructions for your better government. Therefore, in cot 
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jormity with an act of that body, passed in secret session on 
the last day of their sitting, I am authorized to use a discretion 
to the amount of one million and no more; and inasmuch as 
I have every confidence in your ability and integrity in using 
in the best manner possible the latitude given in the joint re- 
solution, I have no wish to tie you down to any limitin the dis- 
count of that amount, believing that you will exercise your best 
energies for the interest of the Government ; and as it respects 
the remaining four millions, you are, in no case, permitted to 
take less than ninety cents on the dollar, that being the lowest 
limit given by the resolution referred to. In al! cases of ne- 
gotiation 1t 1s expected that you will strictly adhere to the 
interest of the Government as a paramount duty. 

All the monies received for this Government you will have 
deposited in some one of the solvent banks in the city of New- 
Orleans, and have the same entered to the credit of this Go- 
vernment and subjeet alone to the order of this Department. 
In this matter, however, you will be governed by the strict 
rules of propriety in the safe deposite of the funds, and making 
them subject as above directed. 

You will, in all matters pertaining to your mission, keep 
this Department regularly advised, sparing no pains to give 
the earliest possible information both of your progress and 
probable prospects of success. 'Fhe necessary bonds contem- 
plated to be used in this transaction ıt is expected, will be 
drawn up in New-Orleans and transmitted to this Govern- 
ment for proper signature, and then returned as you may 
direct; to this itis expected you will promptly attend, and 
direet to whose charge they shall be forwarded. 

These instructions, for fear of miscarriage, are sent in du- 
‘plicate, and vou will please acknowledge their receipt. 

T am, very respectfully, &c., 
HENRY SMITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Ae mnt ae meee 
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RzPunLi1C or Texas, Treasury Department, 
Houston, March 20, 1839. 


Gen. James HawirToN and A. T, BugsrEy, Esq. : 

GENTLEMEN :—'The President being aware that you will 
be under the necessity of giving high premiums or a bonu 
to private individuals or bankers to aid you in the negotiation 
of the five million loan for this Republic, has made you the 
liberal allowance of ten per cent. to cover all brokerage, com. 
missions or premiums, including your own commissions.— 
And, as in the event you shall have to give such premiums or 
commissions, it would be a breach of private confidence to 
require you to expose their names, and very likely defeat 
the loan, should you be deprived of such influences, so usual 
and essential to the success of such negotiations. 

I am instracted by the President to advise you that no a 
count or statement of the disbursement of the ten per cent. 
commissions allowed you will be required. 

Į am, very respectfully, — - 
R. G DUNLAP, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Li 
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Rzrrvnric or Texas, Treasury Department, 
Houston, March 20, 1839. 


Gen. James Hamitton and A. T. BugsrEv, Esq. : 

GENTLEMEN :— The President has instructed me to advis 
you, that shall you deem it more consistent with the Interest 
of the Republic, in the sale of the bonds for five millions of 
dollars, to give all the premiums and exchange which may 
accrue upon the sale of the bonds of the Republic to enable 
you to obtain an endorsement of the bonds, or otherwise aid 
you in the sale of them, either in Europe or in the United 
States, that you are authorized to give the same in lieu of tlt 
ten per cent. commission allowed you. 

But while you axe allowed all the premiums and exchange 
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which may accrue upon the sale of the said bonds, it is upor 
the condition that the bonds bearing ten per cent, interest per 
annum shall net this Government par funds in the United 
States, and dollar for dollar on the face of said bonds. 

The President desires that you shall first attempt to obtain 
the endorsement of the bonds from some bank or private 
banker or individuals of acknowledged credit in the commer- 
cal world, which will most likely secure the sale of the bonds 
in Europe at a premium, which event will have a direct in- 
fluence, in the advancement of the national character of the 
Republic abroad, and invite both capital and emigrants to the 
country under the happiest auspices. 

In obtaining this endorsement, as that will be urgent reason 
for the sale of the bonds ata premium, it is evident you will 
have to pay what the money-dealers may consider a fair equi- 
valent for the responsibility and credit attached to their action 
on this matter. Hence it is that it is deemed more advisable 
to vest you with full power over the premiums and exchange, 
attendant on the sale of the bonds, that you, as the Commis- 
sioners of the Republic, may have such a scope in your actions 
as will enable you to make such a negotiation as will not only 
sell our bonds at par, but strengthen and build up the credit 
and character of the Republic. 

All power and authority, necessary to carry into effect the 
foregoing right and power, are (I am instructed by the Presi- 
dent to say) hereby granted and vested in the said Gen. James 
a and Mr. A. T. Burnley, as Commiecionars afore- 
said. 


The law requires the first power and rigut to negotiate the 
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loan to pass direct from the Prezzoni, wiena vou have 


received, and all subsequent tastreetiovs io enigaete from this 
Department, under tau msiiucticas of the President, so it is 
deemed that this gives you az iuli and amp'e power over 
the subject as the lew has vested in the President and Treasury 
Department, which certainly covcis and legsl:zes the whole 
subject. 

lam, very respectinily, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
R. G. DUNLAP, 


Secretary of the Treasury. 


Parnes E 
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Report of the Board of Travelling Commissioners for ihe 
detection of Fraudulent Land Certificates, issued West of 
the Brazos. ° 


[Page 106 of Journal.] 


To the Hon. Congress of the Republic of Tezas : 

The undersigned, late Commissioners for the detection of 
fraudulent land certificates, constituted under an act of the 
last Congress, having completed the duties appertaining to that 
station, conceive it proper that they should make such report 
to your honorable body, as will embrace the most important 
results arising from the examinations. 

Restricted as we conceived ourselves by the law under 
which we were constituted, we have not extended the imme 
diate advantage to every holder of a genuine land certificate, 
which we would have desired, or which may have been m 
tended by Congress. In the course of our examinations, we 
ascertained that the Boards of Land Commissioners, under the 
Land Law of December, 1837, had, in many instances, diste- 
garded its requirements, as to the examination of witnesses 
and the recording of the oath of the applicants. 'Phe wit 
nesses were not examined by the Commissioners, but made 
their depositions before the magistrates perhaps in a remote 
part of the country, from whence they were transmitted to the 
Board of Commissioners: The applicants did not take and 
subscribe the oath as required by the 12th section of the Land 
Law. This requirement of applicants was made for the evt 
dent purpose of enabling the Government more readily to 
detect and punish such individuals as should take out their 
head-right certificates in several counties, or, by perjury, other- 
wise attempt to defraud the Government of her domain. The 
oath taken by the Examining Commissioners was, not to 1€ 
commend any certificate for a patent, unless a genuine and 
legal claim against the Government, and “ issued in conform 
ity with the Constitution and laws granting donations 4 
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land to emigrants? This, to us, appears plainly to prolubit 
the recommendation of any certificate, not issued upon the 
character of testimony, and 1n the manner required by law.-— 
No rule of construction would have warranted us in violating 
the plain and natural meaning of this part of the oath. We 
have found many just and legal claimants, whose certificates 
were issued in this illegal manner. u 

To prevent further trouble or delay to such individuals, as 
wellas the Government, we have investigated their merits, 
and returned a list of them as genuine claims to the General 


Land Office, subject to the disposal of the Government. If: ^^ 


we had recommended them for patents, the legality of the cer- 
tificates would not have been improved, nor the validity of 
location or survey strengthened. By a refusal to recommend 
them, the claimants have not been prejudiced in their rights, 
but only delayed in getting their patents. It is, then, but a 
reasonable inference that such claimants are not materially m- 
jured by the eourse we have pursued, though it should have 
been an erroneous one. We conceive the necessity of further 
proof is superseded by the examination we have made of their 
merits, No reasonable objection longer exists to their being 
patented. It is, therefore, the general wish and expectation, 
"hat your honorable body will require it done as early as 
practicable. 

We have, retained a list of certificates, which have been 
issued to illegal claimants, with our reasons for withholding 
our recommendation. It has been our custom not to recom- 
mend those that were of doubtful legality, from the belief that 
itis better for the claimant as well as the community, that all 
uncertain titles should be adjudicated and determined, before 
the issuing of the patents, than that they should be liable to be 
annulled afterwards. We understand the object of the law is, 
to give patents only to those that are clearly entitled, that they 
i be referred to as something like certain evidence of 
title, - 

The following is the character of claims which -we have 
lefüsed to recommend : 

Ist. Persons who have drawn certificates for land, as heads 
of families, without actually having families in this country. 

2nd. Widowers and widows emigrating fo this country 
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without minor children, and obtaining certificates as heads of 
families. 

3rd. Single persons claiming as heads of families by virtue 
of negroes hired or owned. 

Ath. Persons married to individuals of African descent, 
and claiming land as heads of families. t 

5th. Free persons of African descent, claiming head-rights 
as citizens. 

6th. Young men who were under seventeen years of age 
at the Declaration of Indepeudence obtaining certificates as 
original colonists, without having rendered service in the army 
before 14th December, 1837. 

7th. Young men dying in the country before the Declara- 
‘tion of Independence, who were under twenty-one years of 
age. 

Sth. Single men residing in the country at the Declaration 
of Independence, who have since married, and obtained land 
as heads of families, without rendering service in the army 
before the ist March, 1837. 

9th. Single men residing in the country at the Declaration 
of Independence, who had rendered service in the army be- 
fore the Ist of March, 1837,— married since the Ath Jannary, 
1837, obtaining certificates as heads of families. 

10th. Single men who emigrated to the country since the 
Declaration of Independence, and before the Ist of August, 
1836, obtaining heud-right certificates as original colonists, 
without having commenced services in the army before the 
Ist of August. 

lith. Married men in a like situation, getting certificates as 
original colonists. . 

12th. Single men who emigrated to the country subse 
quent to the Declaration of Independence, and before the Ist 
of October, 1837, subsequently marrying and receiving aug. 
mentation certificates, (not having served in the army before 
the Istof Angust, 1630.) 

13th. Single men residing in the country at the Declara 
tion of Independence, who have served in the army before the 
1st of March, 1837, and obtained a certificate as the head ofa 
family, by marrying a widow, who had obtained a league ol 
dant as administratrix on the estate of a deceased husband, ot 
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whose husband had obtained a league of land, or who had 
received a league of land of this Government, or the previous 
Government, in her own name, or was entitled to it. 

lh. ‘Two persons getting certificates as heads of the same 
family—one claiming to have been the legal husband and 
head of the family in a coreign country, and the other claim- 
ing to have introduced and supported the family in this. 

15th. Officers or soldiers who have died or been killed in 
the service of the country, and the administrator obtaining a 


family resides in a foreign country. 

16th. Peisons administering and obtaining certificates, 
while the individuals are still living, for the benefit of. whose 
heirs the certificates were issued. 

17th. Several certificates being issued in favor of the heirs 
of one deceased person to different administrators, 

18th. One person obtaining certificates in several counties. 

19th. ' Persons obtaining certificates who have deeds for 
their quantum of lands, but which surveys fall short of the 
proper quantity, though not conflicting with previous surveys. 

20th. Citizens of the country who have aided the common 
enemy, and soldiers of the invading army who have remained 
here, obtaining land certificates. 

21st. The mother of illegitimate children, having no 
other family at the date of the Declaration of Independence, 
obtaining: certificates as original colonists. . 

22d. Persons who were residing in the country at the 
Declaration of Independence, and absenting themselves during 
the troublesome period of the revolution,returning only at the 
opening of the Land-Office, and obtaining certificates as ori- 
gnal colonists. H 
23d. Transient persons who died here before the Declara- 
tion of Independence, certificates being issued to their admin- 
istrators, - 

24th. Special grants or concessions, from the former 
Government of Coahuila and 'l'exas, from one half to eleven 
leagues, upon which the Boards of Commissioners issued cer- 
tificates, . 

25th. Persons obtaining certificates for a league of land 


Under the act of Congress of December 18th, 1837, for being 
NN 


certificate for the deceased as the head of a family, which ' : 
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wounded in battles long anterior to the commencement of our 
revolution. 

The foregoing catalogue does not embrace the entire vanety 
of certificates which we have refused to recommend, but wil 
serve to give some insight to our proceedings. The number 
of acres which we have refused to recommend, from the sup 
posed illegality of the claims will amount to about two mi. 
lions six hundred thousand. Masry of these claimants ar 
legally entitled to a portion of the amount for which they ob. 
tained certificates, and perhaps many are entitled to the entire 
quantity for which their certificates call, but for want of more 
satisfactory evidence than was furnished by the records, we 
refused to recommend them. It will be necessary to constr 
tute some tribunal, to enable those to whom certificates have 
been issued for too great an amount, to procure certificates for 
the quantity to which they are legally entitled, and, also, to 
enable those now holding legal certificates, which have no 
been recommended, to adduce proof sufficient to entitle them 
to their patents. There are also a few persons in the county 
entitled to land, who have not obtained their certificates— 
The quantity of land returned by us as genuine, will amoun 
to near seven millions of acres. In this estimate, those are 
included which have been issued in an informal manner, ani 
every class of legal claimants. In some counties, the firt 
Boards of Land Commissioners continued their official acts 
long after they were superseded by the law constituting the 
Chief Justices and associates, ex-officio Land Commissioner 
Land certificates, issued by an unauthorised board are, 
course, whoily illegal. From inadvertency in the claimants 
they have, in most instances, omitted renewing them by ap 
plication to the legally authorized tribunals. Legislative 
action is, therefore, necessary to give them validity. Th 

claims of those who have obtained second class head-right cer 
tificates of 1,280, 640 and 320 acres have also been examined 
Our examination of this class has been made, only to aster 
tain whether or not the claimants were entitled to the cert 
cates, at the time they were issued, and noz as to a compliant 
with the after conditions. Unless great precaution is used 

the Government in requiring proof of a compliance with fh 
conditions on which these grants were made, much fraud w! 
be successfully practised by this class of claimants. 
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We would respectfully invité the attention of the honorable 
Congress to.a character of claims of the first class which have 
received our recommendation, but subsequently having part- 
wally changed our opinion as to their legality, we have 
thought it necessary to commiunicate the fact to your honor- 
able body. 

ist. ‘They are such as émigrated to the country prior to 
the Declaration of Independencé, as heads of families; the 
family dying before the Declaration, leaves the head of the 
family single, and unless actually admitted as a colonist, during 
the existence of the colonization law, and the life-time of the 
family, such person is only entitled to one-third of a league, as 
ahead-right, ifa male, and nothing if a female. 

2d. In case parents have died in the country, prior to the 
Declaration of Independence, without having been admitted as 
a colonist, leaving an erphan child, the Constitution only 
guarantees to the child the rights which the parents “ pos- 
sessed” at the time of their death, (See Sec. 10th General 
Provision of the Constitution.) The claims of single men, 
who died before the Declaration of Independence, not admit- 
ted as colonists, though actual residents of the country, rests 
upon the same uncertain basis. Certificates have, however, 
been invariably issned in favor of such claimants, as if they 
had been in existence at the Declaration of Independence ; and 


their legality is unsuspected by the claimant or community. 
Ifit is the wish of the Government to respect this character of 
s we conceive it is:necessary to enact a law recognising 
them. ` 

Itis needless, and perhaps presumptuous in us, to remind 
your honorable body of the salutary and happy influence that 
would be effected by rendering as certain as possible the titles 
of citizens to ihe lands which they possess. In our examina- 


but few illegal claims have been recommerided (except those 
las referred to.) We can safely say, the Government would 
los € but little public domain by making a full and unqualified 
telInquishment in favor of all patentees, whose claims have 
passed the ordeal to which they have been subjected, preclud- 
ing all future inquiry by Government or individuals. 


X 
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sich claims have received our recommendation. As yet, 


tions, such care and scrutiny has been observed, that we think" 


we 
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We have thus imperfectly made-known to you the course 
we have adopted on the most important questions that have 
arisen during our examinations. The errors which we have 
committed are, perhaps, not greater than might have been an- 
ticipated from the vague, and in some instances, conflicting 
laws by which we were guided. Every diversity of opinion 
is held by the legal men of the country, and the Supreme 
Court has furnished us with no precedents by which we could 
have been governed. Any further explanation of our pro- 
ceedings or information connected with the subject, which 
may be desired by your honorable body, will be cheerfully 
rendered. 

The names of a few individuals are herewith submitted, 
whose certificates were not recommended from the counties m 
' which they were issued, for the want of sufficient proof of their 
legality. We have subsequently become fully satisfied of 
their validity, and respectfully recommend that your honorable 
body would require them patented. 
. RICHARD ROMAN, 

JNO. F. C. HENDERSON, 
JESSE BILLINGSLY. 
Bastrop County, August 4th, 1840. 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 107 of Journal.] 


CommıTTEE-Room, Nov. 17, 1840. 
To the Hon. SPEAKE of the House of Representatives: 
The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of Thomas G. Gordon, administrator on the vacant 
succession of Cullen Spivey, deceased, (who was murdered at 
Goliad on the 26th March, 1836,) having examined the same, 
and believing, that, from the testimony adduced, he is entitled 
to his bounty, augmentation and donation land certificate, beg 
leave to report that the prayer of the petitioner be granted, and 
would therefore recommend the passage of the following Reso- 
lution.* .  WM.N. PORTER, Chairman. 


* For Resolution see Laws of Fifth Congress. 


Report af Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 107 of Journal.] 
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CommITTEE-Room, Nov. 17, 1840. 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Seth Sheldon, praying for one league aud labor of 
laud, a2 right of Louis C. Deünison, deceased, have examined 
the same, and find from positive testimony that said Louis C. 
Dennison had, previous to his death, proven up his claim, and 
located the same in Red River County. Your Committee, 
therefore, feel bound to report unfavorably to the prayer ol the 
petitioner. 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


m 
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Report of Committee on Public Lands. 


[Page 107 of Journal.] 


November 18, 1840. 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a 
ill to be entitled an “Act to repeal the Ist and 2nd Sections 
fan ‘Act prohibiting the location of fraudulent land claims, ” 
ave had the same under consideration, and after a thorough 
Hvestigation of the subject brought before them, by its coust- 
eration, beg leave to report a substitute for the same, and 
ecommend its passage, as the only means of extending equal 
ghis, guarantied by the Constitution to the citizens of this 
epublic. 


WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 
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Report of Selert Committee. 


[Page 114 of Journal.] 


"The Select Committee, to whom was referred a resólution, 
with instructiens to enquire into the expediency of passing a 
law, with a view to unite and consolidate certain collectoral 
districts, having had the same under consideration, beg leave 
to report that ever bearing in mind the- deranged state of our 
public finances, they cannot too highly recommend measures 
having a tendency to lessen public expenditure. Believing 
that this senüment will be concurred in by all, your Commit. 
tee can feel no hesitancy in recommending a consolidation of 
the Matagorda and Lavaca collectoral districts. To guard 

ainst all future useless and unnecessary expenditure of the 
public revenue, it is incumbent on Congress to enquire into 
and ascertain, if possible, the number of officers now under 
pay in the aforesaid collectoral districts, and if, upon such 
inguiry it be found that the number employed in such service 
is too large, or that the services of an entire set of Custom- 
House Officers, can be safely dispensed with, it will be the 
imperative duty of Congress to apply the pruningknife. Pre 
mising thus much and believing in the economy of the plan 
proposed, your Committee most respectfully urge its adoption, 
and in doing so beg leave to callthe attention of honorable 
members to the laws now in force defining the boundaries of 
the Matagorda and Lavaca collectoral districts, by an examin- 
ation of which, in connection with the map of Texas, the pre 
priety of consolidating the aforesaid districts will be readily 

seen, as likewise the good that will be effected thereby, pro 
vided the Custom-House of the new district be located at Pori 
Calhoun, situate at or near Passo Cabello. This being effected 
Government will, for the future, be freed from the enormous 
expense of supporting an unnecessary number of collector 
establishments, as one Custom-House located at Port Calhout 
will obviate the necessity of a longer continuance of the cdl 
lectoral establishments now situate in the towns of Matagorle 


sll 
and Linnville; this being conceded, your Committee cannot 
hesitate in approving the measurethat; the contemplated change 
im relation to the aforesaid districts, if affected will effectually 
| elose the door against all smuggling. There cannot bea 
| doubt, this taken in connection with the consideration, that a 
large majority of the people residing in the aforesaid districts 
are favorable to the proposed change, leaves us no room to doubt 
of its prapriety. Hoping, therefore, that the foregoing will 
meet the approval of Congress, we beg leave to report the fol- 


lowing bill. 
PATRICK USHER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on County Boundaries. 
[Page 121 of Journal.] 


To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on County Boundaries, to whom was re- 
ferred a petition of sundry:citizens of the counties of Colorado 
and Matagorda, have had the same under consideration.— 
Your Committee are of opinion that it would be a violation of 
ihe Constitution to ereate a new county before taking the 
census of the people, of two counties which have only one 
Representative each, inasmuch as the new county created 
could not have a Representative without increasing the whole 
number of Representatives of the Republic beyond the num- 
ber stipulated by the Constitution. But your Committee being 
aware that the signers of this petition live at a great distance 
from the eounty seat of their respective counties, and that they 
suffe great inconvenience in consequence thereof, would res- 
pectfully recommend that they have a judicial district laid off 
according to the boundaries set forth in the petition. Your 
Committee beg leave to report the accompanying bill. 

L. S. HAGLER, 
Chairman of Committee. 
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Report of Select Committee. 
[Page 123 of Journal.] 


The Select Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of the Mayor of Victoria, in behalf of the corporation of that 
town, praying for permission to appropriate certain funds to 
the improvement of the navigation of the Guadalupe river; 
and also the bill providing for the application of said funds to 
the object indicated in said petition, have had the same under 
consideration, and ask leave to report—that they know the 
petitioner—that he is a man of exalted probity and enterprise, 
and that to no one could the execution of said improvements 
be better entrusted. 

In the opinion of the Committee the corporation funds could 
not be more judicously applied. The valne of the unsold: 
portions of the town will be greatly enhanced, a large extent of 
of country accommodated, and the corporation amply secured 
and reimbursed, with interest, for the use of the money. 

Upon the whole, the Committee are deeply impressed with 
the importance of the improvements in question, and therefore, 
respectfully recommend the passage of the bill which they 
have the honor now to report back to the House. 

W. D. MILLER, 
One of Committee. 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 132 of Journal.] 


CowMirrTEE-Roow, Nov. 20, 1840. 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 3 
joint resolution, granting a league of land to the heirs of Jesse 
"Thompson, deceased, having reviewed all the facts connected 
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with this case, and having received the testimony of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office. certifying that the faets 
asset forth im the preamble of the joint resolution were on 
record in his office, are impressed with the belief, that the heirs 
of Jesse Thompson, deceased, are entitled to one league of 
land, and would therefore report favorably and advise the. pas- 
sage of the joint resolution. 


_ WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Report of Select Committee on Petition of Norman Woods. 
[Page 134 of Journal.] 


The Special Committee, to whom was referred the pefitior 
cfNorman Woods, praying Congress to perfect his title to his 
head-right claim, would beg leave to report that they have had: 
the same under consideration, and that on an examination at 
the General Land Office, they found that Mr. Woods’ title to 
three quarters of a league on Mulberry Fork of the Navidad, 
now in Fayette County, had been almost completed by the 
Empressario and Commissioner; they found the title signed 
by the proper authorities, but in filling it up, the Clerk had 
omitted a part cf the field notes of the survey, no doubt, 
through mistake or negtigence. 

Your Committee are unanimously of opinion that the prayer 
ofthe petitioner is just, and recommend the passage of the 
following joint resolution for the relief of Norman Woods. 

Sec. 1.— Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Republic of Teras, in Congress assembled, 
That the Commissioner of the General Land Office be, and he 
Is hereby authorized and required to grant to Norman Woods. 
apatent for three quarters of a league of land on the Mulberry 
Pork of the Navidad in Fayette County, (being a part of his 
head-right claim,) according to the field notes of the same, nov 
inthe General Land Office. 

00 
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"the unfinished deed to the said Norman Woods now on filein 
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Sec. 2.— Be it further resolved, That the Commissione 
General be, and is hereby authorized and required to cancel 


his office. 


Report of Committee on Public Lands. 
[Page 165 of Journal.] 


CommiTTEE-Room, Nov, 30, 1840. 


The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the petition of R. .T Bryerly, praying relief for certain goods 
pressed by the Government on the 22d November, 1838, and 
therein stating his willingness to receive Land Scrip (issued ir 
the form of the Scrip issued to Thomas Toby of New-Orleans, 
at fifty cents per acre. Your Committee, after taking an im 
partial survey of the subject, and finding, from an examnnatios 
in Quarter-Master-General's Office, the facts as set forthi 
the petition, to be correct; and furthermore, that the amoun 
of money due him is now subject to bis order; and believin 
that no more of the Promissory Notes of the Governmen 
should be issued than is actually unavoidable, think it adviss 
ble to grant him Land Scrip in lieu of the Texas Treasuy 
Notes, and wotld therefore recommend the passage of t 


aecompanymg joint resolution. 
WM. N. PORTER, Chairman. 


Report of Committee on Post- Offices and Post- Roads. 
[Page 166 of Journal. 


The Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, to who 
was referred the annual communication of the Post-Masle 
General, and the resolution instructing them to inquire I! 
the practicability of adjusting the several mail-routes of! 
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Republic to a more economical scale, &c., have had the same 
under consideration, and now beg leave to lay before the House 
with the utmost brevity the result of their examinations. 

The Hon. the Head of the Post-Office Department has sub- 
mitted to the consideration and action of Congress several 
propositions connected with the successful discharge of his 
oficial functions, to all of which your Committee have care- 
fully adverted in the prosecution of their inquiries. They 
have based the recommendations which they have the privilege 
nw to make upon mature reflection and investigation of the 
pesent circumstances which affect the mail establishment of 
the Republic. They have not forgotten to regard the objects 
of their commission as directly and intimately associated with 
the pecuniary ability and condition of the country. With that 
view, the Committee have sought to ascertain some practicable 
method of rendering the Post-Office establishment less ex- 
pensive than heretofore, and, if possible, producing more to its 
own support. It is not expected that the revenues of the 
establishment can be made to equal its expenditures for several 
yarsto come. The attempt to effect that object would result, 
tthe present day, and under the present circumstances of the 
ation, in entite failure and general detriment to popular in- 
erests; but in the opinion of your Committee, any measure that 
ill secure, from the operation of the establishment itself, the 
ighest amount of revenue without publie inconvenience 
d injury, should be adopted. Under this impresssion, 
he Committee would most respectfully approach the House 
with the following recommendations, and accompanying ob- 
ervations. 

That the existing charges and rates of postage be 
oubled, ‘T'he income of the Department for the current year 
Ill amount to about twenty thousand dollars, and its disburs- 
ent to about one hundred thousand, leaving a balance against 
he Government of eighty thousand dollars. The revenues 
orthe ensuing year, it is estimated, will amount to quite 
wenty-five thousand dollars ; 1f the postage is doubled, then 
about fifty thousand dollars. 'T'he rates increased, as pro- 
sed, will vary but slightly from what they were in reality 
lé year ago; and will be generally less than the rates now 
harged in the United States. The rapid declirie in the value 
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* large a sum in the form of commiíssiotis, as now, provided no 
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of the currency of the country, for the last twelve months, 
ought and must be met by a corresponding increase in the 
rates of postage. At any rate, such must be the case, whilst 
the Department receives its dues in the promissory paper of 
ihe Government. Were postages collected in gold and silver, 
the legally established rates would be admissible. But col. 
lected, as they are, in depreciated paper—and that paper paid 
out to contractors, at its most depreciated value—it becomes 
indispensably necessary that the Government should adopt 
some means of securing the real, as well as the nominal 
revenues of the Department. 1f Congress shall determine to 
collect the revenues of the establishment 1n gold and silver, 
the Committee would yield their hearty assent; and in tha 
case, they would advise the rates, as at present established, to 
be retained. But as such a change, in its expediency, will 
depend more or less upon the policy adopted by Congress, in 
relation to the Government revenues generally, the Committee 
have thought proper to await the action of Congress in this 
particular. 

2nd. 'T'hat the commissions now allowed Post-Masters be 
reduced one-half, excepting the Post-Masters at Austin, Hous- 
ton and Galveston. Each Post-Master will then receive as 


inerease was made in the rates of postage and the commissions 
not reduced. Itis believed, also, that the compensation which 
the present incumbents derive from their collections is but 4 
partial inducement to the acceptance of office. To a m 
jority, however, the privileges appertaining to the office under 
the law are sufficiently valuable to induce them to discharge 
its duties, were no compensation whatever given in the form 
of commissions. This reduction, in the opinion of the Conr 
mittee, while it will not prejudice the faithful discharge ol 
duties, will yield something to the aggregate income of the 
Department. There will, of course, be no additional increase 
of labor in the several offices, by the execution of this propost 
tion. 

3rd. That any office yielding less than twenty dollars pe 
quarter after the first quarter be discontinued by the Post 
Master-General This will relieve the Department from the 
heavy burthen of sustaining many unimportant and unpl 
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átable routes, From the income of every office, however 
insignificant, must be deducted the commissions, and, also, 
what would arise from the non-existence of the privilege of 
franking, which the head of every such office is entitled to 
under the laws. 

4th. That no offices shall he established or permitted with- 
m twelve miles of each other. The reasons assigned under 
the last head will apply with equal force here ; and, moreover, 
the Committee are of opinion, that, ın numerous instances, 
the mails are unnecessarily diverted from their proper course, 
retarded, and not unfrequently injured by being so often over- 
hauled and opened, 

5th. That printers or publishers be required by law to put 
up their papers and packages in substantial wrappers or en- 
velopes of paper, left open at one end, and the whole securely 
tied with strong twine; the number of the papers to be noted 
on the wrappers and the whole supefscription to be written or 
printed ia large and legible letters and figures; and that Post- 
Masters be directed not to receive or mail them, unless this 
requisition be complied with. The Committee unite with the 
Post-Master-General in recommending the enactment of some 
provision of this kind to secure the safety of packages con- 
veyed by mail. They are assured that the want of this pre- 
caution is and has been the cause of much unmerited com- 
plaint against the agents of the Department employed in the 
offices or in the transportation of the mails. 

6th. That Post-Masters be required by law to collect post- 
age on newspapers for each quarter in advance. 

th. That the Post-Master-General be authorized to prose- 
cute persons who make proposals for carrying the mail, and 
afterwards refuse to enter into contract, under the bid accepted 
bythe Department, for the difference between the bid so ac- 
cepted and the sum for which contracts shall afterwards be 
made in the same cases. . 

8th. That the Post-Master-General be authorized to con- 
tract hereafter for the payment of the dues of the Department 
in par money, or in promissory notes, at his option. This 
provision will secure the Government against loss from the 
depreciation of the Treasury paper and from loss by its im- 
provement in value. 
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9th. That no semi-weekly mail be allowedin the Republic, 
except between Austin and Houston and Galveston, during 
the session of Congress only; and that the Post-Master-General 
be authorized, in his discretion to make such changes in the 
frequency of the transportation of the mails on the several 
routes, as the revenues and appropriations to this branch of 
the public service will justify. Upon a comparison of the 
revenue, distances, cost and extent of accomodations, the Post. 
Master-General will be better able than a Committee of the 
House can be, to decide upon the relative importance of the 
several routes. The Committee believe that there are many 
routes on which the times of transportation may be reduced 
from weekly to semi-monthly trips. They would, however, 
particularly except from this remark the main routes from the 
coast to the Seat of Government, and the main line from the 
extreme East to the extreme West. 

10th. That it be left .discretionary with the Post- Master 
General to impose a forfeiture of not less than the entire pay 
of the trip, nor move than three times that amount in every 
case of failure. 

llth. That there be provision made to compel prompt de- 
livery of all letters carried by boats plying on the waters of 
the Republic —and the postages on ship lettters increased, &c. 
&c., as shown in the accompaying bill. 

12. Under the resolution of instructions to inquire into the 
practicability of adjusting the several mail routes to a more 
economical scale, &c., the Committee have to state that they 
have not been able to obtain sufficient data to authorize a 
recommendation of any particular change; consequently all 
their suggestions are made under the general view and design 
of affecting the interest of the establishment beneficially, 
through the enlightened discretion of the Post-Master-General 
only. To have done otherwise, the Committee must have 
known the strength, want and relative distances of evely 
neighbornood in the country, as well those that are, as those 
that are not supplied with mail facilities. From a tabula 
statement, which was furnished the Committee by the Depart 
ment, they have been able to learn the revenues of the respec 
tive offices, but nothing more; and it is entirely beyond the 
power of the Department to furnish the Committee, without 
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immense labor and time, with the data by which they might 


proceed to adjust the routes upon the system indicatedan the 
said resolution. l 


The Committee beg leave to report a bill, embracing the 
provisions suggested and recommended in this paper. All of 
which is respectfully submitted. "e 

W. D. MILLER, 
One of the Committee. 
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Report of Select Committee. 
[Page 166 of Journal.] 


The Special Committee, to whom was refered a resolution 
with instructions to enquire into the expediency of forthwith 
authorizing and requiring the Commissioner General of the 
Land Office to commence the issuing of Jand patents upon all 
daims returned by the Travelling Board of Land Commis- 
soners as genuine; to ascertain what number of additional 
derks are necessary to carry om the said business with des- 
patch, and of the propriety of appointing some person to sign 
the President's name to said patents, and to report the same 
back to the House, have had the same under consideration, 
and after due examination and information had and obtained 
hoth at the Land Office and from the President, beg leave to 
report: That, in accordance with the law of the last Congress 
fo detect fraudulent land certificates, the Commissioners 
appointed under said act have reported a large amount of 
claims to the General Land Office as legal and just, and 
obtained according to the provisions of law, also a large num. 
ber of another class which the said Commissioners have 
teported as justly entitled, but have been issued without the 
strict formality of law; your Committee, therefore, the pre- 
mises considered, are of opinion that much inconvenience, 
great expense and great injustice would be done to those who. 
have just claims, but have not been recommended by the 
ommissioners for patenting (on account of some informality 
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‘the issue of patents; your Committee, therefore, recomment 


326 


in the record,) should they again be compelled to re-estabh¢ 
their claims before a Board of Land Commissioners, or any 
other of the judicial tribunals of the country, and that such; 
course would result with ne'benefit to the Republic wha 
ever. Your Committee, therefore, fecommend that all claim 
returned heretofore, or which may hereafter be returned, a 
genuine, and justly entitled, should be patented without furthe 
delay. Your Committee find that blank patents have bem 
obtained, and all the necessary arrangements made to com 
mence their issue. The Commissioner-General of the Lan 
Office is of opinion that two additional elerks more than het 
now allowed by law, would be necessary to facilitate the bus 
ness of the office, should he be required to forthwith commence 


that he be authorized to employ said additional number. 
Your Committee find further, that from the very ill state 
health of the President, it will be impossible for him to sigt 
said patents, therefore recommend the appointment of som 
discreet person to make said signatures ; and for the’ purpo 
of carrying out said object, your Committee beg leave: to'sub 
mit a bill to that effect, and recommend its passage. 
I. VAN ZANDT, 
M. B. MENARD, 5 Committe 
GEO. BLOW, 


Report of the Majority of the Committee on the State of th 
. . Republic. 


[Page 188 of Journal.] 


The Committee on fhe State of the Republic, to wham we 
referred a bill entitled an Act to provide for taking the censu 
have had the same under consideration}. and after giving the 
subject their serious and candid attention, your Committee, 0 
at least a majority of them, have come to the conclusion tha 
it would be very impolitic, at present, to pass the bilr referre 
to them, because it would, in their opinion, be a useles ei 
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pense for little or no profit; in fact they are of opinion that 
much greater injury to the public Interest would result from 
ihe measure than advantage, under the most favorable cit- 
umstances that possibly exist. The majority of the Commit- 
ee refrain from stating in this report the reasons which operated 
n them to bring them to the conclusion on the subjeet above 
tated, but will leave that to be stated verbally when the sub- 
ect comes before the House. | 


WILLIAM MENEFEE, Chairman. 


Counter Report of a Minority of the Commitice on the State 
of the Republic. ? 


[Page 188 of Journal.) 


To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
The undersigned, members of the Committee on the State 
f the Republic, to whom was referred the bill entitled “An 
Act to provide for taking the Census,” availing themselves of 
he privilege guarantied to all persons of a free government to 
eclare their sentiments upon matteis in which they feel an 
interest, unawed by a majority, do make this report upon the 
subject of said bill. 'They would be rejoiced, if possible, to 
act m conceit with the members of said Committee, but 
cannot so do, without yielding up their own judgments, and 
sacrificing, without cause, their own reason and views.— 
The undersigned form a minority of their associates, and as 
such minority, report that it is proper and politic that the cen- 
sus should be taken. It is a well-established fact that many 
counties, possessed of great wealth and numerous inhabitants, 
sand in the councils of the. nation with no more influeuce 
€ voice, than districts with a sparse population and little. 
wealth. No one, at this time of the world, will deny that. 
presentation and taxation are and should be synonymous ; 
atthe majority should govern, and that, in a free govern- 
ment, men should be allowed to impose their own taxes, and 
"opt the laws by which their liberties and lives are to be pro- 
PP 
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_ the head of a numerous force, and backed by the energies and 
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tected. If a minority bave.an equal voiéé in the Congress of 
the country, are not the rights which a repnblican government 
guaranties to her citizens violated ? The undersigned deen 
that they are! They hold that if counties of weak popula 
tion can impose laws tpon the people of densely populated 
districts, that then majorities have not the power which, unde 
our systems, they are entitled to exercise. 

` Your Committee cannot be influenced by the feelings which 
a majority express, that if the census is taken, Texas wil 
prove that she is but small in population, and too weak to kk 
admitted among the nations of the earth ; that if the censuss 
taken, the United States and foreign powers will discove 
that the estimates of the number of our inhabitants have been 
false and unfounded. As regards this matter, we feel perfe 
independence. With an army of six hundred and forty ma 
the liberties we now enjoy were won from a stern despot, a 
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wealth of eight millions of souls. In this struggle for freedom 
the nations whose alliance we now seek did not give us eithe 
arms or men, and in its perpetuation, will, perhaps, give w 
no assistance. We now stand as a free government; hax 
adopted our own systems, and are, 1egardless of numbers, de 
termined to stand free and independent. 

Your Committee, urged by the views herein contained, d 
report in favor of the bill, and ask its adoption by the Hous 


Respectfully, 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD, 
THOMAS B. HELING. 


Communication from the Secretary of State. 
[Page 207 of Journal.] 
STATE DEPARTMENT, 
Dec. 3, 1840. 


Sra :—In accordance with the resolution of the honorb 
the House of Representatives, of the 2d inst., the undersigne 
Secretary of State, has the honor to submit the enclosed dot? 
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ment, marked A, as presenting a schedule of all the public 
buildings, known as such by the undersigned, and were all 
of them erected under a contract with E. Waller, Eisq., before 
the removal of the Government from the eity of Houston.— 
he undersigned is unable to give any information as to the 
uthority by which any additional buildings have been 
rected for the use of the Quarter-Master and Commissary- 
ueral's Department, nor has he any information as to what 
ach buildings cost, or out of what appropriation paid ; but 
an only say, that they have not been paid for out of any ap- 
ropriation under the control of this Department. 

The undersigned has the honor to be, 

With great respect, your obedient servant. 
ABNER S. LIPSCOMB; 

on. Davip S. KAUFMAN, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives, — . 


* - 
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DOCUMENT A, 


Memorandum of Lots upon which Public Buildings are 
l erected. 


lock, Lot, 

Di 1 L. P. Cooks residence. 

6 Kitchen adjoining L. P. Cook's residence, in the 
rear alley between. 

6 Occupied by Committee on Finance. 

7 Unoccupied. : 

5 Now occupied by State Department as store-room 
for Laws, Journals, &c. 


10 > Capitol, 
il 
6 State Department. 
3 Judge Burnet’s. 
1 Navy Department. 
12 Judge Webb's. [This is separated from 11 83, 
by a line drawn between the Executive Office 
and Judge Webb’s.| 


z November 28, 1840. . 4 
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Block Lot. 
55 4 ‘Treasury Building. 
43 7 Land Office. 
19 6 Post-Master-General. 
40 1 Occupied by Commissioner of Revenue. 
41 9 Pay-Master-General and Stock Commissioner. 
56 10 Commissary-General. 
84 1 First Auditor’s Office. 
* 3. War Department. 
* — 6 Adjutant-General’s Office. 
97 1 Quarter-Master-General's do. 
111 3 HMason's residence. 
85 A) 
a“ 5 j 
* — 8 } President’s House. 
« 9 
« 10] 


"The within list is correct. 
WM. SEVEY, 

Acting Secretary Treasu 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, ? 
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Letter and Documents from War Depariment 
[For Message see page 211 of Journal.] 


War DEPARTMENT, | 
City of Austin, Dec. 1, 1840. | 


To His Excellency MiRABEAU B. Lamar :— 

Sır :—I have the honor to enclose a letter just recelt 
from Col. Wm. G. Cooke, commanding first regiment 
infantry, together with various estimates "for supplies to 
furnished the troops stationed on Red River and Trinity. 
would respectfully recommend that the letter and accom 
nying documents be referred to the honorable Congress. 

I would, likewise, most respectfully call the attention 
your Excel lency to the fact that most of the appropriati 


i 
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for the army have been expended ; and that the heads of the 
different Bureaux, in furnishing the necessary supphes, are 
compelled to contract debts. I would request of your Excel- 
leney to urge upon Congress the necessity of speedy action 
relanve to this subject 
I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient servant, ——77— 
B T. ARCHER. 
Secretary of War. 


Camp on Bois d'Arc. 7 
Nov. 14. I84U. y 


Hon. B. ‘PT. Ancuer. 
Secretary of War: 

Sin -—I joined the troops at Little River agreeably to my 
arrangements on the 9th of September where 1 remained five 
days, waiting for the mules which were to be furnished me at 
that place, but which were not delivered. 1n the mean time 
the beeves escaped through the neglect of the guard ; the 
‘Quarter-Master made arrangements to furnish others, but as 
they could not be obtained immediately, I started for the Bra- 
20s without them, (where I had ordered Capt. Holiday to join 
me,) leaving directions to have the beeves driven on as soon 
as possible. 

I arrived at the Waco village on the 17th, where I remained 
until the Quarter-Master came up with the supplies, when 
Tagain took up the line of march for the Trinity, making but 
slow progress, on- account of crossing the creek bottom with 
our waggons. 

Owing to the dryness of the season we were obliged to en- 
camp, in two or three instances, without water; upon one of 
these occasions, at Chamber's Oreek, some of our men, went 
back upon the trail for water, and, contrary to orders, without 
their muskets ; they were attacked by the Indians, probably 
ten or fifteen in number, and five of them were killed. Upon 
the same night a severe norther blew up, during which our 
cattle again broke away from the guard and escaped. though 
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every exertion was made to recover them. ‘They were pro. 
bably driven away by the Indians, who were prowling about 
our camp, from the Brazos to the Trinity. We averaged but 
about six or eight miles per day, both on account of the diffi 
culty of getting through the bottoms, and the bad condition of 
our mules. After the loss of our beeves, we were entirely 
without provisions, with the exception of sugar and coffee, no 
corn being taken upon the expedition. 

From Little River to the Brazos, we found buffalo in abun- 
dance, and also for several days after we left Chamber’s Creek, 
but as we approached the Trinity, game became scarce, and 
before we reached the main bottom, we were obliged to subsist 
for several days on dogs, mules and horses. 

In this state of affairs I saw it was impossible to get to the 
settlements with the wagons, or even with the sick ; and being 
informed by the pilot that it was but two days’ ride to the set- 
tlements, on the Sulpher F'ork of Red River, I concluded to 
leave a part of my command and march on for supplies, calcu- 
lating to reach the settlements in five days. Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Clendenin, at his own request, was left on the west side of 
the Trinity, with the waggons, sick and forty men asa guard, 

The fifth day after leaving the Trinity, we struck a thicket 
(snpposed by our guide to be the head waters of the Sabine) 
which we were five days in cutting through. On the tenth 
carr after leaving Lieutenant-Colonel Clendenin, we struck 
the tral of Chiauwnia traders, which took us to the settlement 
oa tne Bois d'Are fork of Red River, where we were received 
very hospitably by Mr. Baily inglish, and furnished with sup- 
plies, after having been without osef twenty-two days. 

Arrangements were immediately made to send assistance to 
the command oa the Trinity; a company was sent back with 
beeves, oxen to draw the waggons, &c. Four men who have 
returned state they arrived there on the 5th inst., but too late 
to meet with Colonel Clendenin’s command. Captains 
Skerret and Houghton were there with forty men, who had 
followed us from Austin, Captains S. and H. had reached 
there on the 4th inst.; they stated they had found a note 
signed by Col. Clendenin, dated the 3d iust, stating that he 
had been starved out; that he had eaten the most of his mules 
and horses ; that he was obliged to leave for the settlements, 
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and that he expected to return in eight or ten days, T have 
heard nothing .of Col. Clendenin, but expect he has gone down 
the Trinity. He had, when I left him, about twenty horses 
and mules. 

Upon the arrival of Capt. Skerret with his command, I 
shall proceed to obey my orders respecting the Military Road. 
The soldiers here are in fine health and condition. I have 
selected a fine situation for the Post on Red River, ten miles 
above Coffee's Station, where supplies can be easily obtaitied, 
and where itwill afford the most protection against the Indians. 

I am told by Mr. Coffee that he, with many of the settlers, 
were about to leave, but that our arrival has altered their de- 
termination. The papers, muster-rolls, &c., are at the Trinity; - 
which will prevent the proper returns being made to the De- 
partment. 

I am, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. G. COOKE, 
Col. Com. First Reg’t Inf't. 
A true copy from the original. 
E B. COZBY TOD, 
As't Clerk in Adj. & Inspr Gens Office. 


A 


Estimate of Funds required for the Detachment of Troops 
stationed on Red River and Trinity, under the Command 
of Wm. G. Cooke, Col. Commanding First Reg’t of In- 
fantry, as per Estimates and Requisitions of H. L. Grush, 
Quarter-Master, for the quarter ending March 31, 1841. 
Required, fifteen thousand dollars. 


I certify the above amount of fifteeri thousand dollars will 
be required for disbursement by this Department for the first 
quarter of 1841, as per estimate and requisitions of H. L. Grush, 
Quarter-Master first regiment of infantry. 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Acting Quarter- Master- General- 
QuanTER-MasTrER-GENERAL's OFFICE, ) 
City of Austin, Dec. 1, 1840. $ 


* 
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Estimate of Funds required for the ‘Subsistence Depart 
ment from the Detachment of Troops, stationed on Red 
River and the Trinity, under the command of Willian 
G. Cooke, Colonel Commanding First Regiment of In 
faniry, as per estimates and requisitions of EL L. Grusl, 
Quartcr- Master and Acting Commissary of Subsistence 
for the Quarter ending March 31, 1841. 


Required, ten thousand five hundred dollars. 


* | certify that the above amount of ten thousand five hundred 
dollars will be required for disbursements by this Departmen 
for the first quarter of 1841, as per estimates and’ requisitions 
of H. L. Grush, Quarter-Master and Acting Commissary of 
Subsistence first regiment of infantry, 

WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Commissary- General Subsistence 


(C owMissAR Y-GENERATL/s Orricr. ) 
Austin, December 1; 1840. i 


eal 
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Estimate of cast of Lead, required for Col. Win. G. Cooke 
First Regiment Infantry. 


One thousand two hundred and fifty pounds of lead, af 

twenty-five cents per pound,  - - $312 50 silver. 
GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 

l l Colonel of Ordnance 

ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, f ; 
December 1, 1810. \ 
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Evidence in relation to Land Titles, taken before Joint 
Committee on Public Lands. ' 


[Page 202 of Journal.| 


Contract of Williams, Johnson and Peebles. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Free State of Coahuila and Texas. 


Mosr ExcELLENT Srr:—The Colonists, Samuel M. 
Williams, P. W. Johnson and Robert Peebles, at present in 
tms Capital, respectfully represent to your Excellency, that 
having informed themselves of the tenor of the law of 19th 
April, 1834, empowering your Excellency to make use of all 
the resources of the State to restrain the arrogance of tho wild 
Indians, by which law your Excellency is authorized to dis- 
pose of ‘four hundred leagues of land for that purpose, they 
have conceived the idea of blending the object of this benevo- 
lent design with the angmentation of the population by means 
of a contraet, which we offer your Excellency, strictly and 
hterally to fulfil, - 

We obligate ourselves to place, subject to the orders of your 
Excellency, one thousand able-bodied men, with all their 
equipments of war for the term of one year, and we will cause 
them to rendezvous at the place which may be designated to 
us within the term of four months at most, on the condition 
that, in compensation for our labors, the four hundred leagues 
ofland be granted to us,—that the private contract which we 
may make with each individual, according to his rank in the 
militia, be guarantied,—that we be furnished with rules and 
regulations for their organization, and, also, the necessary 
protection from the interference of the political chiefs. Should 
these propositions meet the approbation of your Excellency, 
we will present ourselves in the hall of your Excellency's 
Bureau, # extend our proposals agreeably to your Excel!ency s 


ideas gf the necessity and utility of the undertaking. and the 
aa 


+ 
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desires with which we are animated to render a service to th: 
Siate which we have adopted as our country, and thereby en. 
able her to free herself from the evils and perplexities that 
trammel her. 
Most excellent Sir. 
SAMUBL M. WILLIAMS, 
ROBERT PEEBLES, 
F. W. JOHNSON. 


* 


AloxcLovAa, May 11, 1533. 


e 


As the object of the law of 19th April, 1834, is manifestir 
for the express purpose of enabling this Government to protect 
the lives and property of her citizens, continually saerificed to 
the ravages, cruelty and treachery of the savage tribes of In. 
dians,——the Executive, desirous to obtain so important a 
object, without increasing the already too onerous duties of 
the Supreme General Government, has, by virtue of the powers 
vested in him by law, concluded to admit the above-mentioned 
propositions upon the following terms : 

ARTICLE Ist. The contractors, Samuel M. Williams, F. 
W. Johnson and Robert Peebles are bound to place at the dis 
posal of the Supreme Government of the State, within the 
term of two months, five hundred able-bodied men, expert m 
the use of arms, at such part of the State as shall be designated, 
and another five hundred within four months from the date oi 
this contract. 

Arr. 2nd. The contractors wil! raise the number of mit 
tia herein designated by voluntary enlistment, and in no other 
manner; said militía being organized into companies,—wit 
nominate their officers with the exception of those of the fir: 
grade, who wiil he appointed bv the Empresatios. 

Ant, 2rd. The individual’ contracts made with the men 
for the guantiiy of land which may be agreed upon accordm: 
to the rank of each, are hereby guarantied, and the contracto 
are au.norized to dispose of four hundred leagues of the vacati 
lands of the State for this purpose. 

Art. 4th. The Empresarios will issue to the seldies 
aforesaid, warrants expressing the quantity of land according 
to contract, and to the services each one has to rendeg. 

Art. 5th. The Government will regulate the method : 
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may deem most simple and suitable for the issuing of the titles, 
which shall be’ done by the Alcaldes of the municipalities 
upon the warrants aforesaid. 

Art. 6th. ‘The Empresarios are under the most rigorous 
obligations to see that the militia are well prepared with good 
arms, and a sufficiency of ammunition for the year of the expe- 
dition, for the purpose of warfare, whatever may be the con- 
sumption from repeated encounters. 


Arr. 7th. At the expuatiou of the year, one thdtisand * 


fire-arms, which shall have been used in the expedition, shall 
remain subject to the orders of the Government, and should | 
any of them be the private property of any of the militia, they 


shall be replaced by the Empresarios ; the same shall be done - 


with respect to the equipments and camp equippage with 
which they may have been furnished. 

ArT. 8th. The militia being placed at the point of desti- 
nation at the disposal of the Government, it shall be the 
care of the Government to furnish them with the ordinary 
aliment, such, as in its judgment, the circumstances and the 
destiny or sparseness of the population of the country will 
admit, as° well as to furnish horses to those who may need 
them. 

, Amm. 9th. As the militia, in the location of their lands, 
inay disseminate themselves through different neighborhoods, 
they shall remain members of that in which their land is situ- . 
ated, if the limits are prescribed, —if not, then of that to which 
they may be nearest. 

Arr. 10th. In all matters not herein expressed, the con- 
tractors and settlers are held subject to the Organic Law, the 
Federa! Constitution, general laws, and the Constitution and 
laws ofthe State. - : 

ART. llth. At the place where the Executive authority 
resides, there shall be an ageat of the Empresarios, to provide 
hg and ammunition, and whatever is 1equired by article 

th. 

ArT. 12th. The contract shall be null and void upon the 
failure of any of the conditions herein stipulated. 

And both parties having agreed upon the foregoing, after 
having meditated and well understood each article herein 
contained, —they signed the same in the presence of the under- 


* 


X 


^ 


p 
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signed, Secretary of State of this Government, in the Capitol | 
of Monclova, this thirteenth day of the month of May of the , 
year 1835. | 
A. VIESCA, | 
SawvEL M. WILLIAMS, 
F. W. Jouwsow, 
R. PEEBLES. . 
I. Mariano IRALA, Secretary. 


l, I. Mariano Irala, Secretary of State of the Supreme Go 
verament of the State of Coahuila and Texas, hereby certify 
that the foregoing certified copy, is, in all its parts, the same 
as the original on file in the archives of this office in my 
charge, from which it was drawn by order of his Excellency 
the Governor. 

[ Signed ] I. MARIANO IRALA. 

Moncrova, May 14, 1835. - 


The foregoing is a correct translation ofa duly authenticated 
copy in Spanish now on file in this office, —General Land 
Office of the Republic of Texas, Austin, Apri 23, 1540. 

THOMAS G. WESTERN, 
Translator per Contract. 


NUMBER 2. 


Testimony of the Commissioner- General of ihe Land Office. 


In reply to interrogatory propounded to Mr. Borden, he 


-States that he knows that one title of ten leagues of land to 


himself, and one league each to two of his brothers, of like 
amount, were made out and came to him officially, without 
his procurement or knowledge, no consideration having evel 
been paid by him for the same, nor does he believe that any 
consideration was paid for either of the titles made out to fis 
S5rothers,—and he further believes that they were made oul, 
without the knowledge or consent of either of them. 

In reply to the second interrogatory, that it appears, from 
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the record in his office, that the whole number of men, pur- 
porting to have been enlisted under the contract of Wiliams,’ 
Peebles and Johnson, was forty-one. 

In reply to the third interrogatory, he states, that, from the 
titles handed over to him, by Mr. Taylor, after a close exami- 
nation, the indication to his mind was that they had not been 
long signed, the sand on the signature, &c.—-hence, his cou- 
clusion that they weie dated since the closing of the Land 
Office—and that more than half of them bore the date oii the 
face, subsequent to the closing of the Land Office, 1835, and 


were delivered to himin 1837 and 1838, and were dated 1835 
and 1836. ` 


Testimony of Senator Gaines. 


Senator Gaines, being called to make statement of certain 
facts, stated :— . 

I accidéntly called in as interpreter to Aldrete and Prentiss, 
at Nacogdoches, in 183—. Aldrete claimed to have been sent 
as a deputy from Madeira; and not from the Government, and 
exhibited a paper in confirmation thereof, for 3 eleven league 
grants, to be located on the Trinity river. The land specula- 
tors of, or at Nacogdoches, then made application to him to 
get orders of survey for other eleven league grants, to be lo- 
cated on Red River. He refused; they overruled him by 
assurances, that, if the Government disapproved of his conduct 
or course, they would lose their money. Complaints, conse- 
quently, were made to the Government against Aldrete, for 
having issued these orders of survey, by the Political Chief. 
{t appeared that M. B. M was the bearer of the com- 
plaints to Monclova, and also wrote to the chief of the De- 
partment at Monclova (after he had an interview) that Aldrete 
was an imposter, and could assert the same, based upon good 
authority—the authority from whence emanated all commis- 
sions to make title. I then wrote, myself, to the called Attorney- 
General, (but more properly the Assessor-General) stating 

course pursued by Aldrete in making said eleven league 


d 
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grants; therein pointing out the consequences which wer 
most likely to ensue from the dissatisfaction manifested by the 
Indians, &c. Whereupon he (Aldrete) and all his documents 
were ordered to appear forthwith at Monclova, by the prope; 
authority, to answer for his conduct. 

From what occurred after the return or arrival of M——¢. 
it seemed that he (M———d) took rather an active part in the 
eleven league grants. 

During a debate in the Senate Chamber, at last session, 
Oliver Jones asserted Aldrete to be an imposter, &c. &c. Ke, 


NUMBER 3. 


GENERAL Lanp OFFICE, ( 
Austin, Dec. 12, 1840. | 


Hon. Roperr Porrer: 

Sır :—In reply to your verbal request of to-day, wishing to 
know what evidence of B. R. Milam’s claim of eleven league 
of land is on file in this office, I have to state, that by a list of 
grants forwarded to the Political Chief of the Department of 

: Bexar, and which is now on file in this office, it appears thal 
eleven leagues of land were granted to Benjamin Robert Milam, 
on the 29th Dec., 1829, by the state of Coahuila and Texas. 
I also find that a survey for said Milam is referred to in a cet 
tified copy of title to José Antonio Valdez Y. Gonzales, a 
forming a part of the boundary of said Gonzales’ land, which 
is all the evidence of Milam’s claim on file within my recol- 
lection at this time. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Office 


; NUMBER +. 


AwswEn Ist. I recollect that the Bowles received from. 
the Mexican Government a uniform, a sword and a Colonel’s 
commission for services rendered to the Mexican Government 
in aiding to suppress the revolution set on foot by Colonel H. 
Edwards in the latter part of 1826. 

Ans. 2d. General Teran and Col. Priedres I know to have 
been the fathers of the law of the 6th of Apiil, 1830, and they’ 
believing that the enaction of that law would prevent any 
further ingiess of North American settlers, their next object 
was to settle the Cherokees, and other North American Indians, 
upon the extreme North-Western frontier of this countty for 
the purpose of forming a barrier between the citizens of the 
country and the Comanche Indians. It was also their inten- 
tion of forming a military colony in 'Texas,—the project of 
establishing the same was drawn by Colonel Priedres, was 
shown to me by him, and that colony was to be established 
on the lands at present known as the Cherokee nation. This 
was told me by Col. Priedres. - ý 

Ans. 9d. "There hever were any instructions given (to the 
best of my recollection) to the authorities of Nacogdoches, by 
the Federal Government of Mexico. But the State Govern- 
ment did, from ume to time, enjoin upon the authorities of 
Nacogdoches to try and preserve peace with the Indians of 
Texas. 

Ans. dth. In consequence of the authorities of the State of 
Coa^uila and 'l'exas having enjoined upon the authorities of 
Nacogdoches to preserve peace with the Indians, Henry Rueg, 
the Political Chief of that Department did order tha: none of 
the Indian improvements should be included ın any surveys. 
He also ordered one or more families to remove from among 
the Cherókee Indians, because 1t had been represented to said 
Political Chief that the said families were stealmg the Indians’ 
hogs and cattle. I was the Secretary of the said Political 
Chief, and know very well that he did not remove, or cause 


330 


said families to be remaved, for any other cause than the one 
above stated. 

Ans. Sth. The Political Chief, H. Rueg, left Texas be. 
cause he would not join in declaring Texas independent of 
Mexico, and for no other reason did he leave. 

Ans. 6th. Iknow nothing. 

Ans. Tth. Aldrete at first retused to give possession of lands 
within the twenty border leagues, believing he had no ight 
to do so; but the persons interested represented to him that the 
twenty border leagues were exempted by the F'eceral Govern- 
ment from being colonized by foreigners, but that the elever 
league grants having been sold to Mexicans, might be located 
within the said border leagues, upon which Aldrete, after much 
hesitation, and the persons interested telling him that they 
were willing to run the risk, proceeded to issue titles. 

Ans. Sth. I do not claim, nor do I own any lands, either 
directly or indirectly, within the limits of the country in ques- 


tion. 
ADOLPHUS STERNE. 


NUMBER. 5. 


Answer Ist. Governor Salcedo visited Nacogdoches in 
1810 for the purpose of examining the land titles of the coun- 
try,—re-validate them—curtail them, or augment them, as the 
abilities of the parties might warrant; but the revolution 
breaking out, the original titles were packed up and taken off 
to San Antonio. 

Ans. 2d. In 1827, the Government of Mexico, after its 
emancipation and organization, issued a resolution. or what! 
would call a proclamation, ordering the authorities to notify 
all persons interested to re-petition the Government for a con- 
clusion and ratification of such titles, in accordance with the 
colonization laws, which, otherwise, would be taken for granted 
they abandoned any further desire of continuing in possession 
of such claims. i 

Ans. 3d. There were, as well as I ean recollect, six o 
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seven old claims ratified 1n the East or Nacogdoches Depart- 
ment. 

Ans. 4th. The claims now ratified, as above stated, were 
generally viewed by the deponent as null and void, and still 


views them as such. 
JOHN DURST. 


Q 


NUMBER 6. 


CowxwrTTEE-Roow, Dec. 9, 1840. 


The following is the Testimony given before the Joint 
Committee of both Houses of Congress on Public Lands. 


Mr. Durst being questioned as to the claims of Durst & 
Williams, stated, that the Constitution having made provision 
in regard to those titles, he conceived that it was surplus to 
put any questions to him, touching them or those of Mason. 
Mr. Durst, in reply to a question, states that he was the com- 
missioner appointed by the Government of Coahuila and Texas 
to issue titles under the grant of John T. Mason ; that he now 
has possession of the commission, but has never issued a title 
in pursuance of it. Mr. Durst is informed (by comrnon report) 
lhat James Bowie assumed the authority to issue tits under 
the same (Mason’s) grant, and did issue the same in the town 
of Nacogdoches. Commissioners for issuing eleven league 
dams within the Department of Nacogdoches have been in 
the habit of dividing them into several claims, as low as single 
leagues. Mr. Durst, in answer to a question, further states, 
tbat he was at the Seat of Government of the state of Coahuila 
aud Texas when Gen. T. J. Chambers, then acting as Chief 
Judge of the Department of Texas, submitted his application 
for concessions of land, as compensation for his judicial ser- 
Mees; that the Governor replied to the application—stated 
hat he could not authorize a concession of lands for his ser- 
lees, but that if he would make out and submit his report in 
ompliance with the law, requiring him to organize the courts 
fsaid Department, hé would give him a draft upon the Tret- 
RR 
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surer for the amount in money for his services. Mr. Durst 
recolleets that when Governor Viesca was in Nacogdoches in 
the fall of 1835, then in the act of leaving Texas; the Governor, 
in conversation, stated to Mr. Durst, that no concession of land 
to said T. J. Chambers had ever been authorized or ratified 
by him. Mr. Durst further states, that Governor Viesca exer. 
cised the executive power of the State from the time of the 
application above mentioned of the said T. J. Chambers, unti 
the dissolution of the Government by the revolution. Mr. 
Durst further states that the services which were made the 
foundation for the application of said Chambers for land, never 


were rendered by said Chambers. 
JOHN DURST. 


: Mr. Aldrich being sworn, states that in the year 1835, he 
surveyed about four hundred leagues of land. Part of it was 
surveyed in the spring and summer, and part in the fall. The 
surveys above-mentioned, were made by order of Radford 
Berry, Alcalde of Nacogdoches. Mr. Aldrich states he was 
paid for the above surveys by Francis W. Johnson, Dr. Peebles 
and S. Williams. The said surveys were made on the head- 
waters of the Sabine, Sulpher Fork of Red River, and waters 
of the Trimty. He states the contracts for the above-men- 
tioned surveys were made by Doctor Irion with Mosely Baker, 
Francis Johson and Dr. Peebles, and that he (Mr. Aldrich) 
co-operated with Dr. Irion in making said surveys, and that 
he (Mr. Aldrich) was to receive twenty leagues as compensa 
tion for making the survey. Mr. Aldrich further states, it 
was usual for surveyors to make surveys, and sell the field- 
notes afterwards without having in their possession any ordet 
of survey. " 


Mr. Aldrich submitted the following documents as authority 
for the above-mentioned surveys :— 


A, 
CHIEFTAINCY OF THE DEPARTMT 
At Nacogdoches. 


* I, the Political Chief of the Department at Nacogdoches, 


certify hereby, that Doctor R. A. Irion and George Aldrich ate 
duly authorized by the constituted authorities to locate and 
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survey lands on Red River for some Mexican citizens, or the 
agents of them. i 
Given under my hand and seal in Nacogdoches, this fifth, 
day of April, 1835. 
| Signed ] HENRY RUEG. 


Mr. Gzonag ÅLDRICH, Svrveyor :— : 

You are hereby required to survey four hundred leagtes of 
land within the juiisdiction of this municipality, in such tracts 
or parecis as you may bé requested to locate by the persons 
holding the certificates of the Empresarios, Samuel M. Wil- 
hams, F. W. Joyuson and Robert Peebles, provided said lands 
be entirely vacant, confining yourselfin every particular to 
the laws of the State, &c. 

Given under my hand in the town of Nacogdoches, on the 
20th July, 1535. 

[ Signed ] RADFORD BERRY. 


Mr. Aldrich would further state that many surveys, purport- 
ing to be made at that time, were incomplete, not running but 
one line, and states Benjamin Tennell was in the habit of 
making such surveys. — 

Besides the aforementioned surveys, Mr. Aldrich states 
that he surveyed twenty-six single leagues, fronting on. Red 
River; also, some surveys on the wateis of the Bois d'Arc.— 
Of the twenty-six leagues above-mentioned, as fronting on Red 
River, Mr, Aldrich thinks as many as sixteen were portions of 
eleven league claims. Mr. Aldrich states he thinks Tennell 
surveyed and returned some two hundred and fifty leagues on 
the waters of Sulpher Fork and Red River. 

GEORGE ALDRICH, 


NUMBER 7. 


X 


Hon. Ropert POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : j 
SIR :—In answer to the interrogatories which you have 
sent me, and requesting my answers to the same, I send you 
my answers to them as near as I can at this time recollect. 


* wo 
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Answer Ist. The claim of George A. Nixon was located 
some time about the 9th Feb., 1835, as appears by the abstract: 
there were four families settled in the bounds of survey, or loca. 
tion. J donot know by what authority the said claim was 


a given to Nixon; by the Mexican Government. Said grant wa 


located with my consent, as Empresario of the Nashville Colo. 
ny, for services rendered me at Monclova, as interpreter, and 
conditioned that said Nixon should put a settler on each league, 
and { have the said settlers counted as part of my eight hun 
dred families, which I was bound to settle under my contract 
with the Mexican Government; said conditions never wem 
performed by said Nixon. j 

Ans. 2nd. No other than Nixon’s claim was given by me 
as Empresario, except that of T. J. Chambers, which was un. 
conditional on my part as Eintpresario, for services rendered 
me as counsel, translator and interpreter at Monclova, relative 
to my contract as Empresario, and 1 do not know by what 
authority the Mexican Government made said grant or conces 
sion. X am informed by many persons holding said large 
claims in the Nashville Colony, that the same was located 
under the pretended authority of Austin and Williams, and m 
consideration for their permission to locate said claims, they 
charged and received fifty dollars per league. 

Ans. Ərd. Robert Leftridge’s contract commenced on the 
15th April, 1825, and was to run six years thereafter, and 
ceased 15th April, 1831. Butit was suspended two years be 
fore the time expired by the law of the 6th of April, 1829.— 
The said contract was continued, or the time was extended 
four years from some time in April or May, 1834, as near & 
I can recollect, and by the authority of the Government ol 
Coahuila and Texas, the benefit of the time was given to my 
self, and William H. Steele was appointed by said authority 
Commissioner to put my colonists in possession of their lands 

Ans. 4th. No permission was ever given by me, excep! 
as above stated; lam perfectly satisfied of that fact in my 
own mind, as I was the first Empresario that commenced the 
settlement of said Colony, known as the Nashville Colony. 
and so far from giving the eleven league holders permission 
to locate, 1 protested against it in the most positive manner. 

S. C. ROBERTSON. 


City of Austin, April 11, 1840. 
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Additional Questions to Col. S. C. Roberison. 


Quesrion. On the extension of time spoken of in 1834, 
was there any written contract ? if so, where is the same to be 
found ? 


Answer. ‘There was a written contract which I deposited 
in the State Department, 

Qus. ,Was this extension of time ever afterwards de- 
cared null? if so, at what time were you informed of the 
same ? 


Ans. A reputed copy of a decree of 1835, was brought 
from Monclova by Wm. H. Steele purporting to declare such 
extension null, yet I was informed that the Congress making 
the decree had not a legal quorum. This was, I think, some 
time in the spring or summer of 1835 ; and in further answer, 
Irefer your Committee to said decree. — - 


| S. C. ROBERTSON. 


e 


NUMBER 8. 


Answer Ist. I have seen a Colonel’s commission, and the 
uniform sent to Bowles by the Mexican authorities in ac- 
knowledgment of services rendered by him against the Fre- 
donans, which was not, nor could not be construed into a 
ttle of any kind, other than the said commission. 

Ans. 2nd. General 'feran and Colonel Priedres endea- 
vored by every ineans in their power to-gain over the Indians 
of Texas for the express purpose of using them against the 


population in the event of a struggle, which they already fore- 
say, 7 


Ans. 3rd. The authorities of Nacogdoches received, from 
(ime to time, instructions to prevent, as much as possible, any 
Interference with the Indian improvements, as a matter of 
policy, in order to quiet them, until the Government could 


lace on the frontier a sufficient force to insure the proper 
execution of the laws. , 


Ans. Ath. I know nothing. i 
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Ans. 5th. The cause of the Chief of the Departmen 
leaving the country as far as I understood, was for fear of the 
revolutionary party of 'l'exas, —he being a strict adherent of the 
Constitution of 1824. 

Ans. 6th. 1 kuow nothing on the subject. 

Ans. 7th, There were several head-rights located on what 
is called the Cherokee country, but to what amount, I do net 
know. 'The conduct of the Indians, during the whole timeo 
our struggle, was threatening and arrogant, and, in my opinioy, 


caused the almost entire evacnation of Eastern Texas. 
JOHN DURST. 


NUMBER. 9. 


Mr. Taylor being sworn, states, that in the year 1894, in the 
town of Nacogdoches, he acted as Commissioner under the 
contract of Messrs. Williams & Durst, by virtue of a special 
commission executed by the Governor of Coahuila and ‘Texas, 
and at the same place and during the same year, he acted às 
special Commissioner by virtue of another commission exe 
cuted by the said Governor of Coahuila and ‘Texas, under the 
law of 26th of March, of the year 1834, Article 32d, of the 
State of Coahuila and Texas, ‘The said Commissioner had n 
other authority to direct the locating of claims within the 
twenty frontier leagues, bordering on the United States, than 
his commission. ‘I'he laws referred to in the said commission 
and instructions ; the said instructions being derived from the 
Secretary of State, from the State of Coahuila and "T'exas—lt 
states there was nothing in the commission or instructions 
which set forth in direct terms, that either the said comuission 
or instructions were made out by direction of the Federal Go 
vernment of Mexico. Mr. Taylor also states, that he saw the 
commission of Geo. W. Smyth, issued under the said law d 
March, and that it is the same in character as regards the pow- 
ers and the source from whence derived, to the best of his re 


collection, as his awn. 
CHARLES S, TAYLOR. 
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NUMBER 10. 


City of Austin, Dec. 10, 1840. 


To the Hon. Roperr POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 

Sin :—In compliance of the mandate of your Hon. Commit- 
tee, of the 8th instant, to answer the sixteen interrogatories 
propounded to me, and herewith attached, I have the honor 
to answer the same, section by section, in the following 
words : 

Ist. Tn relation to the first interrogatory, I answer it by say- 
ing that I crossed the Sabine River into Texas, in the month 
of Jan., A. D. 1834, with my family. 

2d. In relation to the second, I answer, that I came into the 
Nashville Colony on the last days of June, or the first day of 
July, 1534, in company with Major Sterling C. Robertson, 
Wiliam H. Steele, the reputed Commissioner, and a Doctor 
Stone, with others, seeking a home for myself and family.— 
And I finally moved my family to the place where I now re- 
side, in the month of August, 1834, which is within the county 
of Robertson. 

3rd. In answer to the third interrogary, I state that some 
lime in the latter part of summer, or the beginning of fall of 
the year 1834, the precise time not clearly recollected, your 
deponent received from the hands of Major J. G. W. Pierson, 
the reputed principal surveyor of Wm. H. Steele, Commssioner 
ofsaid Colony, written instructfons to survey, upon which he 
was sworn as a deputy surveyor; and was told at the time, 
that it was made at the instance and by the instructions of 
William EL. Steele, as a Commissioner of the Nashville Colony, 
with verbal instructions to survey forall persons who required 
land east of the Brazos River, at or near the San Antonio road, 
within the Nashville Colony. 

4th. In relation to the fourth interrogatory, your deponent 
answers and sayeth, that some time about the last days of Jan., 
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or the beginning of February, A. D. 1835, that your deponent 
came in from a surveying excursion, and called at the office of 
William H. Steele, in the town of Viesca, for the purpose of 
receiving his deed, the field-notes having been previously de. 
posited by surveyor Chance, which, after obtaining, he men. 
tioned to said Steele that it was reported, and by some believed, 
that he had no proper authority to put in possession any other | 
persons but those who had signed the petition to the Gover. 
ment of Coahuila and 'l'exas, to have the Colony restored to 
the Nashville Company ; upon mention of which he became 
agitated, and made use of harsh language, and went to a trunk 
aud produced a writing, which he said was his commission, 
but still held itin his hand on the other side of the room, and 
commenced reading it, as he said it was translated into Eng. 
lish. Ladvanced toward him, and held out my hand, as though 
I would take it, and he suddenly turned round and placed il 
in the truñk or place of former deposit. From which circum. 
stance I formed an opinion at the time, that it was only. if any, 
special, but do not know, of my own knowledge, the fact. 

5th. In relation to the fifth interrogatory, your deponent 
answers and sayeth, he was acquainted with that part which 
related to surveying and procuring of titles from William H. 
Steele, as a Commissioner of the Nashville Colony. 

6th. In relation to the sixth interrogatory, your deponent: 
sayeth, that the instructions to him, from William H. Steele, 
were oral; and he was required to survey for all persons ap 
plying, who said he had a family, twenty-five labors; or if in 
two surveys, twenty-four labors in one survey, and one labor 
in the other; single men one-fourth of a league, and retum 
the field-notes to the principal surveyor's office, but he restiictel 
me from surveying on the Brazos River, unless specially or 
dered to do so, which, he said, was specially reserved for the 
Nashville Company ; and no order of survey to the individud 
was required to be produced to me. 

7th. In relation to the seventh interrogatory, your deponen 
answers and sayeth, that at the time this deponent obtained his 
title from the office of the Commissioner, William H. Steele 
he presented his passport from the State from which he en! 
grated, as he had read the colonization laws, he was impress¢! 
with an idea that it was necessary to be recorded with his till 
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to perfect it, which he said was not necessary ; and further 
remarked, he did not want such men as had them, intimating 
at the same time, he should have refused me land, (orlanguage 
importmg the same thing in substance,)if he thought I would 
produce such a one. - 

Sth. Iu relation to the eighth interrogatory, I was sworn to 
support the Constitution of the Federal Government of Mexico, 
and of the State of Coahuila and Texas, and act according to 
circumstances. 


9th. In relation to the ninth interrogatory, I answer, that on 


Major Sterling C. Robertson, William H. Steele, and Doctor 
Stone, that said Stone had made a contract with said Robert- 
son, to Introduce a considerable number of families from the 
United States—the number of families not now clearly recol- 
lected ; and that said contract was made for and in considera- 
ton of certain services rendered to the other parties, which 
had enabled them to obtain the Colony; and that he (said 
Stone) was to have a preference next to the petitioners for the 
Colony and the Nashville Company, and even over those who 
had settled in the Colony under Austin and Williams. And 
afterwards, Willinm H. Steele declared that he was interested 
in the profits of the same ; and I was requested to survey the 
same by contract, and have it ready for them, which I declined; 
which contract said Robertson has declared was in due form 
in furtherance of his duties as Empresario. And I further 
answer, that I was invited, in the spring or summer of 1835, 
by Joseph L. Hood, and William H. Steele, the Commissioner 
and reputed Primary Judge, to join them in a combination to 
let no man who came have land, unless it was poor or refuse 
land, unless they would let one of the company clear it out on 
shares ; ahd they stated the officers of the Ayuntamiento had 
made such an agreement—all but one, John Marlin; they 
wished me to join them, and survey. And they also stated, 
at the same time, that all Jands thus acquired could be sold to 
advantage in the United States. And he further states, that 
tumor declared there was a combination against the rights of 
the people guaranteed under the colonization laws, but he 
hows nothing further in fact. 

10th. In relation to the tenth interrogatory, this deponent 
SS 


my first trip to the Colony in July, 1834, that I heard from . . 


346 


saith, that William H. Steeie proposed to him to survey, and 
return to him in blank, ali his. field-notes ; and that if this 
deponent would do it, he would deed him seven leagues of 
land in any name he would mention. provided he did not in- 
terfere with the Empresarios premium leagues, and others 
already disposed of, which proposition was made in the month 
of , 1835, declaring, at the same time, that it was no harm 
to cheat the Mexicans, for all of them were guilty ; and added, 
at the same time, he came to Texas to make a fortune, and he 
would have it at any price. And afterward, in August or 
September, while returning from Colette, in 1836, he met 
Steele in the road between San Felipe and Washington, and 
then declared he sold lands in the United States for goods, 
and I was a fool I had not followed his advice, as he and Jo- 
séph L. Hood wete rich. 

I1lth. In relation to the eleventh interrogatory. your depo- 
nent answers and states, that he does not know for whose 
benefit deeds were made, only by construction. But he sees 
represented by abstract of land titles, that a deed was issued 
to C. C. Seal for one-fourth of a league, who was represented 
to be in the United States, which quarter of a league he sur- 
veyed, and never saw him until 1827, at which time his re- 
puted father and family moved to the country. He further 
states, that he surveyed a league of land by order of said 
Commissioner for a reputed free Negro, Jarrett Young, who 
represented that his family were in Alabama, which Negro 
declared he wished to sell for the purpose of defraying his ex- 
penses to the country ; upon which I reported the same to 
Wm. H. Steele, who declared it was no difference to him so he 
obtained his fee, and ordered me to deliver the field-notes to 
him, which I did. 

12th. I answering the twelfth interrogatory, your deponent 
feels some embarrassment in discriminating between those 
who were actual settlers and those who were but transient 
persons, and therefore cannot state positively, and more parti- 
cularly as he has no memorandum or book of reference, ex- 
cepting the abstract of land titles, which he herewith presents 
with this instrument to refresh his memory, wherein he has 
numbered those of whom he had personal knowledge. But to 
say they were all actual settlers at the closing of the Land Office 
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he cannot, and all entitled to land, as he conceives that the 
operation of the Judiciary to be necessary to settle the ques- 
tion whether, by the laws of the late State of Coahuila and 
‘Texas, it:was contemplated that one colony should de-colonize 
for the benefit of another, which he understood from rumor, 
and believes to have been the case, and for the purpose of . 
ascertaining the fact, your deponent called upon Sterling ©. 
Robertson for information, that he might be able to discriminate 
those who had drawn lands elsewhere in addition to those 
conceded in this colony, and he informed your deponent that. . 
the petition for the colony was deposited in the archives of the 
Secretary of State of this Republic; and your deponent could 
not arrive at proper information, but begs leave to refer your 
honorable Committee to that instrument, as the best testimony 
that can. be adduced by a comparison with the abstract of land 
titles. Your deponent further states, that he has no doubt but 
he has omitted many persons who were within the colony at 
the closing of the Land Office, and perhaps marked some as 
within the colony who were not at that particular moment.— 
In answer to that part of the interrogatory which asks the pro- 
bable number who had not received their lands, your deponent 
says that he is acquainted with many persons, some of whom 
vere in the colony on his arrival to the colony, whieh report 
says have not yet received lands, but the fact is unknown to 
this deponent only as represented by the abstract of land titles. 
The amount or number he cannot answer with proper cer- 
tainty. 

13th. In relation to the thirteenth interrogatory, your depo- 
nent answers and saith, he knows of but one which was run 
by a special order of William H. Steele, opposite the town of 
Nashville, for George Antonio Nixon, for eleven leagues, 
which survey was made in part, if your deponent's memory 
serves, in, the month of November, 1834, and finished ‘in 
January, 1835, and was run round the improvements, dwel- 
lings and enclosures of Dread Dawson, Mrs. Hudson, J. T. 
McGrew and others, contrary to their express wishes and con- 
sent, and I have reason to believe the river was nearly mean- 
dered before they knew for what object the said survey was 
making ; and your deponent further states, that Mr. McGrew 
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informed him that he intended to ask redress from the Govern- 
ment of Coahuila and Texas, as he could get no justice from 
the municipal officers, as they were under the influence of 
Steele, and that Maj. Robertson had given his consent for the 
location to said Nixon, and therefore it was not within his con- 
trol. i 
l4th. In answer to the fourteenth interrogatory, your depo- 
nent answers, that some time last year was handed to him by 
Mr. James Martin, of the Falls of the Brazos, a deed or instru- 
ment in writing, purporting to be a deed of Guelmo H. Steele, 
for oue sitio of land, which was in blank, and as far as your 
deponent was able to translate, it purported to be on the north 
side of the San Antonio road, near the Yegua river, within 
the county of Milam. That for the purpose of enabling this 
Government to detect such frauds, he shewed the same to the 
Honorable G. W. Fill, a member, for his examination, as also 
handed it back to Mr, Martin, for safe keeping, who also meu- 
tioned to me the manner in which he came in possession of the 
same, and also stated to me that Captain Monroe had one other. 
From the explanation given me by Mr. Martin, at the time, he 
and Monroe came honestly by them, and only retained them 
for public good, This deed was regularly signed with attest- 
ing witnesses, and so far as I was capable to judge of hand- 
writing, was genuine ; and your deponent further states, that 
he believes they were in the habit of doing their business 
loosely, as js developed by the writing hereto made part of this 
answer, and marked “A.” 
15th. In answer to the fifteenth interrogatory, your deponent 
answers, that, to the best of his recollection, in July, 1834, the 
Honorable G. W. Barnett called upon the Empresario, S. C 
Robertson, to be recognized as a colonist of said colony, by 
virtue, as he understood, of a permit received of T. A. Graves, 
observing at the same time, he had one from S. H. Jack, the 
agent of Austin and Williams, Major Robertson observed, he 
could not recognize him as a colonist until he saw Maj. Pier 
son, reputed to be in the woods, who was his agent, and ascer 
tained the number he had admitted as the Nashville company; 
and the persons admitted by-his agent, the said J. G. W. Pier 
son, together with his contract with Dr, Stone, must be first 
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complied with, and if there should be one wanting to fill out 
the number of eight hundred families, he should then be ad- 
mitted as a colonist. 

16th. In relation to the sixteenth and last interrogatory, 
your deponent answers and saith, he believes he has answered. 
fully, in the preceding interrogatories, all the circumstances, 
excepting such cases as rumor only has promulgated, which 
are unknown, in fact, to this deponent ; with the exception of 
such circumstances as combined with other acts, that frauds 
might be deduced against the several individuals, which is un- 
known in fact to your deponent, and your deponent declares, 
perhaps there may be error in dates, but not in fact of sub- 
stance or matter. 


In testimony whereof, 1, the said E. L. R. Wheelock, have 
set my hand. 


E. L. R. WHEELOCK. 


NUMBER 11. 


Ciry or Austin, Dec. 10, 1840. - 
To the Hon. Ronrrt Porrer, 

Chairman of Committee on Public Land. 
Answer Ist. That in the year 1833, (the exact time I do 
tot recollect) Vincente Aldrete arrived at Nacogdoches, repre- 
sting himself to be a Commissioner on the part of the State 

oahuila and Texas, to put all those who had obtained lands 
y purchase of said Government, in possession of the same, 
nd extend to them the requisite titles. 

The origin of Aldrete’s commission was, (to the best of my 
ecollection) as follows :—vVarious Mexicans residing in the 
ity of Mexico, had each obtained by purchase, from the State 
fCoahuila and Texas, eleven leagues of land, and they, in a 
emorial to the Governor of the State, requested him to nomi- 
ate a Special Commissioner to issue to them the titles, ete., 
(consequence of which, Mr. Francisco Madero was appointed 
d commissioned to put said individuals in possession of the 
and so purchased, and to extend to them the necessary titles. 
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Madero not being able to finish said titles, (for what reasoy 
I do not know,) recommended Aldrete to the Governor asa 
proper person to be appointed in his (Madero’s) place, which 
was done accordingly, by the Governor addressing a letter t 
Aldrete, that, through the recommendation of Madero, he 
(Aldrete) would proceed to put various Mexicans, who hal 
obtained land by purchase, in possession of them, and thet 
Madero would hand over to Aldrete the documents and it. 
structions, (verbal or written, I do not recollect whieh) on the 
subject. Said documents or instructions I never saw, although 
I was very anxious to see them,—Aldrete either had then 
not, or would not show them to me; the reason for my being 
so anxious to see those papers, was, that Aldrete was suspected 
of being an imposter, and had no right to put al} those wl 
had obtained land by purchase in possession, but that the com 
mission to Madero was confined to a certain number of (various 
individuals in possession, who had petitioned the Governor fi 
that purpose. 

Axs. 2nd. I do not know exactly, but think about between 
two and three hundred leagues. 

Ans. 3rd. I understood Aldrete had received orders b 
repair to the Seat of Government, for what purpose I do nt! 
know. 

Ans. Ath. I know that a communication was received from 
the Political Chief by the Ayuntamiento, (of which body I was 
then a member) requiring Aldrete to show his authority unde 
which he was acting, which examination took place during 
my absence from the body, and as I was told resulted in favor 
of Aldrete, as being duly commissioned to put various Mexi 
cans in possession of lands which they had obtained by pur 
chase, etc. 

Ans. 5th. I do recollect that Col. Menard communicated t 
the Political Chief something about Aldrete's being an impos 
ter, but cannot say positively how, when and from whom le 
obtained that information. 

Ans. 6th. I have seen the commission of Charles S. Taylor 
to put old settlers, who had emigrated to Texas at their owi 
expense, and were not introduced by any Empresario, 1n po 
session of the lands to which, by law, they were entitled. 
believe said commission was genuine and ample, and in const 
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nence of which he did issue titles to many persons, the exact 
number I do not know. 

Ans. 7th. Ihave seen Taylors commission, and believe it 
vas signed by the then eonsütutional. Governor of Coahuila 
md Texas, and (I believe) also signed by the Secretary of 
Stato, —his general instructions 1 have seen, it is the law of 
fhe 4th Sept., 1527 ; if Mr. Taylor had any other instructions 

never saw them, 

Axs. 8th. I believe titles were furnished after the Consulta- 
in had ordered the Land Olfice to be closed, which had been 
ommenced previously to that time, but do not know that any 
ules Were ante-dated. . 

Ans. 9th. The Alcaldes of Nacogdoches had no other au- 
hority nor commission to put any individual in possession of 
and, except it was stated in the grant, “that the Alealde of 
he municipality in which the Jand is to be located, shall give 
he possession and extend the titles to the land granted,” and 
ach clause inserted in a grant, was a sufficient commission to 
he Alealdes to act on'it, without any further commission. 

Ans. 10th. I understood that a certain Mr. Delmoral was 
t Nacogdoches in the latter part of 1835, (at the time I was 
sent), representing himself to be a Special Commissioner to 
Ive possession to lands obtained from the Government by 
urchase, and that he did make out several titles, but to whom, 
thow many, I do not know, nor do I know if he was duly 
ommissioned or not. 

I also recollect to have translated for Col, Frost Thorn field- 
otes for several ten or eleven league grants, and assisted in 
aking out the titles, original and copies, leaving the name of 
&missioner in blank, but was informed that Colonel James 
owie was the commissioner appointed by the Government of 
oahuila and Texas to issue said titles, and that they (the 
les) were to be sent to Bexar for Bowie to sign, this was (I 
lieve) in the latter part of 1835, or beginning of 1830. 

Ans. 11th. I believe that several leagues of land had been 
eded to Colonists, but the number I do not know, I also be- 
ove that Capt. Archibald Hotchkiss, as agent for some Mexi- 
ins, has located the whole or part of an eleven league grant, 
thin the limits known as the Cherokee nation." The con- 
let of the Cherokees towards the American settlers in Texas, 
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in 1826 and 1827 was hostile, —Richard Fields was killed by 
them because he was friendly to the white man,—his son, Pog 
Fields was killed by the Cherokees for the same reason — law. 
kins was killed by them for the same reason, and I believe thi 
if Gen, Gaona’s Division had penetrated into Eastern Texas 
in 1836, the Cherokees and their associate bands would hav 
massacred every white man, woman and child they could 
have got into their power; in consequence of that belief, the 
people of Eastern ‘Texas fled from their habitations in the 


spring of 1836. 
ADOLVIIUS STERNE. 


NUMBER 12, 


Ans. Ist. I knew nothing concerning Bowles’ commission, 
as that matter occured at a period before I came to the coun 
try. 
on 2d. As respects the orders issued by Rueg to aret 
men in the Cherokee nation, my recollection is not sufficient 
but I presume a recoid of such proceeding is to be found it 
the books kept in said Rueg's office, and which books are eitha 
in the General Land Office, or in the office of the County 


Clerk of Nacogdoches county. 
CHARLES S. TAYLOR. 


Aus. Ist. The means through which I ascertained or coim 
to the knowledge in respect of Bowles’ commission, &c. Wt: 
was through the officers of the army, who exhibited them? 
a magnificent present to Bowles for his services, causing th 
death of Fields and Hunter, and other services against tlk 


F'redonians. 
. JOHN DURST. 
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NUMBER 13. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, Nov. 21, 1840. 


Hon. Rosen T. Porrsr, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 


of the 14th instant, wherein you have requested of me certain 
information relative to the titled lands of Texas; and I regret 
to state, that the arduous duties of my office, even up to this 
lote date, have not permitted me to make that thorough inves- 
tigation of the subject which its importance so seriously de- 
mands. 

By reference to the archives of this office, it appears that 
forty-one titles were issued by Radford Berry, Alcalde of Na- 
eogdoches, acting as Commissioner under the contract of 
Messrs. Williams, Johnson and Peebles, twenty-four of which 
hear date after the closing of the Land Offices in 1835. The 
land conveyed by themis situated, principally, in Nacogdoches 
and Red River counties, on the head-waters of the Sabine and 
Sulpher Fork. The Commissioners, Charles S. Taylor and 
G, W. Smyth, issued three hundred and thirty-three titles, 
one hundred and fifty of which bear date after the closing of 
the Land Offices. ‘The lands included by these titles, viz :— 
under Taylor and Smith, are stuated (so far as I can judge 
ftom the vagueness of description) in almost every county 
east of the Trinity river ; the greater portion, however, appears 
to be in Harrison, Red River and Jefferson counties. To the 
above, is also to be added ten titles for one hundred leagues, 
issued by Cameron, under the contract of James Grant; which 
were also issued subsequent to that period. These lands axe 
located mostly in Nacogdoches county. 

The number of titles made subsequent to the closing of the 
Lond Offices in 1835, and prior to the 1st of Feb., 1838, and 
which have been ante-dated, T believe to be eighty-five ; being, 
in all propability, the same titles as those not signed by Arthur 
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Henrie—his name in the order of survey contained in said 
titles being erased, and another interlined, to agree with the 
one signed to the field-notes. The land included is mostly 
within Zavala's Colony, on what is now Jefferson, Jasper and 
Sabine counties. i 

The number of leagues for which titles have been issued, 
under the contract of John ‘I’. Mason, is ninety-five, inclnded 
m nine titles, dated previous to the closing of the Land Offices; 
the land is situated on the head-waters of Sabine, in Harrison 
and Nacogdoches counties ; surveys made by Brookfield and 
Roark. 

The number of leagues for which titles have been issued 
under the contract of Juan Durst and S. M. Williams, is one 
hundred and fourteen ; titles are dated in September, 1835—- 
land is situated on the waters of Sulpher Fork, Sabine and 
Red River. E 

The number of titles made out at Nacogdoches, since the 
adoption of the Colonization Law, containing not tuore than 
one league and labor each, 1s one thousand three hundred and 
sixty-eight : of which G. A. Nixon, as Commissioner tor the 
colonies of Butner, Vehlin and Zavala, issued. nine hundred 
and ninety-tight, amounting to eight hundred and seventy-one 
leagues ; Charles S. Taylor issued one hundred and seventy- 
five, amounting to one hundred and sixty-seven leagues ; Geo 
W. Smyth issued one hundred and fifty-eight, amounting to 
one hundred and thirty-nine leagues; J. Francisco Madero 
thirty-five, making thirty-five and a half leagues ; and J. An 
tonio Padillo two, making one and a quarter leagues, 'To the 
above should be added titles issued by different Commission- 
ers since 1825, including those by Alcaldes in “eleven Jeague 
grants,” and are as follows:—Commissioner Vicente Aldrete 
twenty-eight titles for one hundred fifty and a half leagues; 
Alealde Radford Berry forty-two titles, for two hundred and 
twenty-three loagnes; Alcalde Vital Flores, six tides for thirty- 
three leagues: Special Commissioners, and other. authorities 
sixty-nine leagues ; making in all issued at Nacogdoches, mor: 
than one thousand five hundred and umeteen titles, amounting 
to two thousand three hundred and ninety-eight leagues, 9 
clusive of wany grants in whieti no precise. amount of land 
is specitied. 
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Besides the titles above enumerated, certified copies of some 
twelve or fifteen others, purporting to be sales by the State of 
Coahuila and Texasto Mexican citizens, according to the 24th 
article of the Colonization Law of the 24th March, 1825, appear 
to have been issued at Nacogdoches. ‘These copies of titles 
are sigued principally by Vicente Aldiete as Commissioner, 
dated at sundry periods during the years 1832, 1833. 1884 and 
1835, and have been deposited heie, not as originals, but to 
remain such evidence of titles as Congress should by law spe- 
cially direct, being generally believed that the originals were 
carried off or destroyed by the Commissioners. ‘These titles 
include one hundred and thirty-five leagues of Jand, sitnated 
oe county of Robertson. Of their validity, 1 can say no- 
thing. 

Copies of other titles, similar in character to those above 
mentioned, amounting to forty-cight leagues, have also been 
deposited within the last three months, for land situated in 
Red River and Jefferson counties. For a more full and satis- 
factory explanation of this subject, see the tabular exhibit here- 
with presented. 

Tho forty-one titles first alluded to, include four hundred 
leagues sold by the State of Coahuila and Texas to Williams, 
Johuson and Pecbles, as appears by their contract, dated 18th 
May, 1835, a copy of which is herewith submitted. These 
lands purport to have been surveyed by George Aldrich, dur- 
ing the months of July, November and December, 1535, and 
are situated principally in Nacogdoches and Harrison counties, 
Of the validity ot these titles, I deem i5 unnecessary to state 
my thing further, than that I consider them included in that 
section of the Constitution which declares certain mants or 
sales made by the State in 1835, in favor of certain individuals, 
to be null and void; which, together with the faet of the con- 
tractors failing to comply with the conditions, is suficient 
evidence of the entire worthlessness of these claims. 

Of a similar character are the ten titles made by Juan Came- 
ton, under the contract of James Grant, dated 20th April, 1835. 
For this character of claims certificates were issued by the 
Governor of the State to the contractor or purchaser, which 
certificates formed the basis of each title, and were assigned 
over by him to the several grantees, — It will be seen that these 
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titles bear date January and February, 1836, and are, therefore, 
null and void. l 

The titles granted by Charles S. Taylor, under the contract 
of John Durst and S. M. Williams, dated in September, 1835, 
may be considered as emanating {rom the same authority as 
the former, with the exception, that in these the eertificates 
issued by the Governor, are not filed with the several acts of 
possession, although they are referred to 11 the petition ; and 
also in the decree or order of the Commissioner. These claims, 
1 also believe, were intended to be included in that section of 
the Constitution above alluded to. 

Since the removal of the Seat of Government to Austin 
nine original titles have been filed in this office, purporting 
to be of the contract of John 'T'. Mason with the State of Coa- 
huila and Texas, signed by James Bowie as Commissioner; 
the original certificates issued by the Governor, are not filed 
with the act of possession, but from the certified copies of said 
certificates, it appears that they are issued in conformity with 
a contract of sale dated 19th June, 1834, conditioned that th 
purchaser shall place one family, within six years, upon the 
land thus conveyed. The certificates (or copies) above men- 
tioned are transferred by John 'T. Mason to G. A. Nixon, ot 
the 25th June, 1834; and, by said Nixon, again transferred 
to sundry persons on the Ist September, 1835, who acquired 
the acts of possession in the months of September, October ani 
November, 1835; all previous to the 15th of November i 
said year. It may not be superfluous for me here to state, whi 
is generally admitted, that this character of claims are, atii 
were, ab initio, null and void. 

By reference to the tabular statement, it will be seen thi 
upwards of four hundred leagues of land have been grante 
at Nacogdoches, of that character of claims known as “eleve 
league grants.” It will also be observed, that a large porton 
of them -are located within the “twenty border leagues 
although contrary to the express provisions of article 4ih¢ 
the General Colonization Law of Mexico, dated 18th Augus 

1824, as well as to article 7th of the State Colonization Law 
24th March, 1825; the former of which declares that “the 
cannot be colonized any land comprehended within twen 
leagues of the limits of any foreign nation ;” the latter decla 
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that “the Government shall take care that within the twenty 

leagues bordering on the limits of the U. States of the North, and 

ten leagues in a straight line from the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico, within the limits of this State, there shall be no other 

settlements, except such as merit the approbation of the Su- 

peme Government of the Union,’ &¢.; which said restric- 
tons, taken in connection with the fact, that the law, under 

which these grauts were made, requires the purchaser or 

grantee, within six years, to eultivate the lands thus obtained, 

under the penalty of losing them, clearly satisfy me that all 

lecations made within those limits are illegal, unless the pre- 

tions approbation of the General Government had been ob- 

tained ; which approbatiou, in no instance appears from the 

evidence of title, as filed in this office. With respect to the 

balance of this character of claims not located within the 

«twenty border Jeagues,” or “ten coast leagues,” I can see no 

good reason why they should not be valid, provided the land 
was vacant, and the grantees have paid the Government dues, 

and eultivated a portion of the land; and even if they have 

not complied with all the conditions, 1 conceive that their title 
to the land, from the fact of being once vested in the grantees, 
must be better than any other individual's right or title to the 
same, which he may have subsequently acquired by settle- 
ment or survey, and deed from the Government. It would, 
therefore, appear to me expedient that Congress should provide 
some mode by which this latter class of titles could be enquired 
into, and the fact of the non-compliance with the conditions 
made known, to the end that the land, thus reverting to the 
Government, might be sold, or otherwise disposed of, not being 
subject to re-location in consequence of their having once been 
the property of individuals. 

It may not be irrelevant here to state, that 1 incline to the 
belief that 1t would be expedient for Congress to declare all 
utles for more than ohe league and labor each, emanating from 
any other source than that of colonists, settlement rights, or 
special grants for services rendered, subject to re-location and 
survey, excepting and excluding, however, all titles dated pre- 
vious to the year 1832, and such of those eleven league or other 
size grants emanating from the same source as shall have been 
located within the proper limits provided for in the Coloniza- 
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tion Laws of Mexico, and of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
as well as all land acquired by Empresarios, as premium lands, 
The object of this law would be to test the validity of the 
former title; but in theevent of a location being made upon 
lands forfeited by a non-compliance with the conditions of tho 
same, the party making such re-location should ouly ve en. 
titled to the number of acres contained in his certifieate at the 
minimum price fixed by law, for the value of escheated lands, 
if the title be declared ab initio nulland void, he should have 
the Jand by virtue of his cerificate, the same as though it had 
been entirely vacant. The necessity of a law of this character 
is the more apparent in the counties of Shelby, Haruson, Red 
River and Nacogdoches, from the fact that a great portion of 
the territory of each is covered with titles, if not wholly spy 
rious, are, at least, so uncertain in their description of the land, 
as to render it impossible, even at the opening of the Land 
Offices in 1835, to make any location without fear of being 
within the limits of some one or more of these false claims. 

I have confined my remarks throughout this communica 
tion, more particularly to the different titles for land in Eastern 
Texas, conceiving from the nature of the enquiries contained 
in your letter, reference is made almost exclusively to thom.— 
Should the Committee, however, desire information relative to 
the different kind of titled lands in Western Texas, I shall 
hold myself in readiness to communicate the same, at the ear 
liest opportunity. 

. I remain yours, 

Véry respectfully, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Office 


E < erty E Rea, atraca At. 
` ii it pe ce eae s |3S-.iàt5 
| E acus" 
| From what Authority e vanatng. neg By whom issued, Date. Ei 3 2€ =S2| In what County principal- 
x . R [SVs Seg iy situated, 
- 2 - | È is®§-oB§ 
Š uo e 74 
Burnet, Vehlin and Zavala, as Em- , ' Lib’y, Jef’n, Jasp’r, Sab. x 
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Peebles, - - ~ - =~} 41| Radford Berry, 1835 | 400 }° 24 4) and Harrison. 
(Contract of James Grant, dated 20th Nacogdoches and Hous-| 
April, 1835; land sold by the State, |} 10 | Juan Cameron, 1836 | 100 | + 10 10 ton, ji 
IContract of John T. Mason, dated Harrison end Nacog-; 
| 19th June, 1834; lands sold,- — - 9 | James Bowie, 1835 | 95 9| douches. 
Contract of Jobn Durst and S. M. | 
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file in this Office, JOHN P. BORDEN; Commisstoner General-Land- Office. " 
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NUMBER 14. 


GENERAL Lann Orrick,) 
Austin, Dec. 2, 1840. | 


Hon. Ropert POTTER, 
Chairman of Committee on Public Lands : 

Sin :— Yours of the 26th ult., requesting me to furnish | 
Committee with “a brief sketch of the history of land titles 
what is termed the Nashville or Robertson's Colony,” &c., 
before me, and in answer thereto, I have to state that the ter 
tory lying North of the San Antonio road, and known as R 
bertson’s Colony, was originally contracted for by Robe 
Leftwich, as Empresario, in April, 1825, who, it appears, sho 
after this, transferred aJ] his right and authority to the Nas 
ville Company, who appointed seventy-four directors, and th 
through their agent, H. H. League, petitioned the Governme 
in 1827 to be recognized as the contractors, as well as to ha 
an extension of time, for completing the contract, to whi 
the Government assents, except as to the extension of ti 
which is not permitted. In February, 1831, Stephen F. A 
tin and Samuel M. Williams made a contract to include ! 
above colony, together with parts of Austin’s old colony ; 
4th article of which provides “that all legal titles within i 
territory shall be respected, and the Empresarios are requi 
specially to see this stipulation fulfilled? Under this conti 
it appears the surveying and locating of the “ eleven leag 
grants” was sanctioned, and titles amounting to one hund! 
ninety-four and a half leagues within what 1s now known 
Milam and Robertson counties, were issued by the Alcalde 
San F'elipe de Austin, during the year 1833. 

It will be seen by reference to the communication from tl 
Governor of the State to the Political Chief, dated Ist April 
copy of which is herewith submitted, that orders or instr 
tions had been given to Wiltiam H. Steele, as Commission 
on the 22d May, 1834, by which it would seem that he w 
authorized to give possession to certain individuals as colons 
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troduced by the Nashville Company previous to the 15th 
etober, 1833, and it will further appear that the Commissioner 
ad no right to grant titles to colonists for the same land which 
ad been previously granted to Mexicans by authority from 
ustin and Williams, nor to issue titles for any land within 
he Nashville Colony, subsequent to the 18th May, 1835.— 
See Decree No. 217, Laws of Coahuila and Texas.] On the 
Oth May, 1835, the Secretary of State informs the Political 
hief of the Department of the Brazos, of the passage of said 


he 23d September, 1835, orders Commissioner Steele to make 
fall exhibit of all proceedings had by him, in order that the 
roper Empresarios may enter upon the discharge of their 
utes, &e. [See copy of said order herewith presented.|— 
eference to the titles issued by W. H. Steele, now filed in 
his office, shows that the two hundred and ninety-two being 
he whole number, one hundred and fifty-nine bear date pre- 
ious tò the 18th May, 1835; one hundred and thirty-three 
ubsequent to that period, and one on that date ; four are dated 
fter the closing of the Land Offices. The “eleven league 
rants ” heretofore alluded to, and located in Robertson’s Co- 
ony, originated under the 24th article of the Colonization 
aw of the 24th March, 1825, the same having been made as 
ales to Mexican citizens upon special petition of the parties 
nterested, setting forth their ability to occupy that amount of 
and in the raising of stock, cultivation of the soil, &c., as ap- 
ears from the copy of each petition and decree, as certified 
y the Secretary of State, and which 1s filed with the acts of 
ossession to each title. 

In addition to the above, titles for twenty-three leagues have 
een granted to T. Jefferson Chambers, in the following rman- 
er, to wit :—five leagues situated on the east side of the Bra- 
os, two on the west side, including the Waco village, and one 
tthe mouth of Little River, it being a part of eleven leagues, 
or services rendered the Government as Surveyor-General of 
exas, though the decree of the Governor expresses that it is 
n conformity with the 24th article of the Colonization Law of 
dth March, 1825. Title issued by H. Christman, Alcalde of 
an Felipe, bearing date the 26th April, 1832; the location 
aving been sanctioned by the Támpresarios, Austin and Wil- 
UU 
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liams. On the 29th July, 1834, it appears that the title to the 
above was confirmed upon petition of the party interested, a 
the same time a special commissioner was authorized to give 
possession of the remaining three leagues, two of which are 
situated on the San Andres at the mouth of Brushy Creek;the 
other on the Trinity. This last title bears date 23d October, 
1834. , 

Sixteen leagues appear to have been granted said Chambers on 
account of services rendered by him as Supreme Judge of Tex. 
as, being a part of thirty, which he claims for said services, in 
accordance with the 17th and 139th articles of the law of 17th 
April, 1934, —nine Jeagues of the above thirty, are located w 
Robertson county, five of which, by the consent of Sterling C 
Robertson,—acts of possession given by Ira R. Lewis, Specia 
Commissioner, on the 23d and 28th September, 1834,—si: 
leagues have been located and titled under the agency of sai 
Chambers, by virtue of a special grant to Jose Manuel Banks 
as a settler in 1830. Two of the above six are situated on th 
east side of the Brazos, for which a pre-emption was given by 
Thomas -Barnett in November, 1530. Title bears date 241 
October, 1834, by Ira R. Lewis, Special Commissioner. Fix 
leagues have also been obtained by T. Jefferson Chambers, a 
Attorney for Alejandro de la Garza, two of which are situat 
on the east side of the Brazos, near the San Antonio road, 
cated by the consent of the Empresario Robertson, and tit 
issued by Ira R. Lewis, Special Commissioner, bearing dat 
20th October, 1834. The origin of this title is a grant to sai 
Garza, by the Governor of the State, dated 15th February 
1831. ‘The four titles above described were deposited in t 
General Land Office by said Chambers'in February last. 
Within the territory of Robertson’s Colony are two other Jar 
grants of the character of those located by authority of Aust 
and Wiliiams,—one of eleven leagues, in favor of G. A. Nixo 
situated on the Brazos, opposite Nashville, including part 
the grants to Francisco Ruis, and A. Manchaca, title for whic 
issned by W. H. Steele, in February, 1835,—the other eleve 
leagues are in the name of Manuel Rabago on the west sid 
of the Brazos, some fifty miles above the falls—for this titl 
there Is no corresponding original on file. It will be 1eco 
lected by the Committee, that reference 1s made to grants’ 
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this kind in my communieation of the 21st ult, and that a 
few of them are located on the Navasoto, and consequently 
within the colony of Robertson, or more properly, the Nash- 
ule Colony. . 

In Power ànd Hewitson's Colony, now Refugio County, 
sme two hundred titles have been granted by Jose Jesus 
Vidauri, Commissioner appointed to issue titles to the colonists 
within said territory. These titles generally include one 
eague each, some two, one and three-fourths, and one and one- 


n1834. ‘The vagueness of description in these titles have 
ready caused considerable difficulty, and will undoubtedly 
rove a fruitful source of lawsuits and Htigation. For, it 1s 
mpossible to tell, in many instances, from the title, on which 
ide of a stream tht land is situated, or what the course or dis- 
nce of the lines 1s. In fact, ıt seems that but few of the sur- 
eys ever had any permanent corners established, which has 
tely been realized by the frequent but unavailing search of the 
utveyors for these marks in order to connect the new work 
ith the titled lands. For a more full explanation of this, I 
ould refer the Committee to the petition of J. T. Case and 
. Richardson on file with other documents of last session 
ow 1n charge of the Chief Clerk ofthe House Representatives. 
Within the limits of McMullen and McGloin’s Colony, now 
mposing parts of San Patricio and Bexar counties, but few 
tles seem to have been issued, as only nine copies of titles 
ave, up to this time, been presented at this office, as evidence 
[the same, ‘Fhe original titles and other archives belonging 

sad colony seem to have been destroyed, none of them 
aving, as yet, been filed in this office. The consequence of 
hich evidently will be the re-location, and, perhaps, the pa- 
uting of the same land under our present land laws,—of the 
‘tent of this conflict of titles E am unable to judge, not 
lowing the amount of land already titled. The territory 
ng south-west of the river Nueces, the larger portion of 
hich is in San Patricio County, being once the State of Ta- 
aulipas, has been considered by some not subject to location 
survey as a part of the public domain of Texas; but, in- 
much as the north-western boundary of said county (San 
tricio) has been, by Congress, extended to the Rio Grande, 
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I could see no just ground for objection to its appropriation in 
this manner, and consequently a large amount of surveying 
has been done within said territory. 

Upon examination of the archives of this office, I find that 
only four or five original titles of seventeen and a half leagues 
of land, situated in Goliad County, are on file. These titles 
are issued to Mexicans upon grants of sales by the State Go- 
vernment, made in conformity with the 24th article of the 
Colonization Law of 24th March, 1835,— aets of possession 
given by the Alcaldes, bearing date 1833 and 1835. Copies 
of titles for eight other leagues within said county have been 
deposited of a similar character, except one, as those above de 
scribed, and appear to have been issued by the Alcaldes o 
Goliad in the year 1834. "T'he above evidences of title fot 
twenty-five and a half leagues have been deposited in thi 
office within the last twelve months. ‘Titles for a considerabl 
part of Bexar County have been issued. emanating from a va 
riety of sources, being settlement rights, or special grants,— 
some of them bearing date 1824, containing from one to eigh 
leagues each. 

Copies of titles for fifty-one leagues within the limits of De 
Leon’s Colony, now Victoria County, have been deposited 
this office within the last twelve months, emanating under th 
contract of De Leon, as E:mpresario, and the acts of possessio 
given during the years 1833, 1834 and 1835. The origina 
titles of, and other archives belonging to, said colony, havin 
been carried off or destroyed, it is more than probable tha 
many new locations and surveys have been made upon land 
already titled, and for which no evidence has yet been filed i 
the General Land Office. 

I have thus given you a brief sketch of the situation of th 
titled lands within the several counties referred to in you 
letter, hoping that it may serve, in some measure, to direct th 
action of Congress in relation thereto. 

1 remain yours, 
Very respectfully, 
JOHN P. BORDEN, 
Commissioner G. L. Offic 
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Executive DEPARTMENT, |j 
Free State of Coahuila and Texas. $ 


termination of a revolution in the State which had retarded 
the despatch of public business, I found pending many mat- 
ters of interest and importance, and among those which first 
called the attention of the Government was the communica- 
tion addressed to it by the Commissioner, William H. Steele, 
dated 26th February of the present year, representing that he 
had not complied with the orders of this Government as ex- 
pressed in its resolution of 22nd of May, 1834, a copy. of 
which is hereunto annexed, and that he had pursued his own 
course, paying no respect fo the possessions which had already 
been given to individuals by virtue of the right acquired by 
the Empresarios, Samuel M. Williams and Stephen F. Austin, 
in a contract which they made on the 25th February of the 
year 1831, for land comprised in the colony of the Nashville 
Company, which had been declared nugatory and null, unless 
ils agent, Sterling C. Robertson, should effect the settlement 
of the families. The Commissioner, who was appointed for 
this important purpose, should, therefore, have only proceeded 
to issue titles according to the tenor of the contract, conform- 
ably with the laws 1n the case, and 1n obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the Government ; for, although it is certain that the 
Government did extend its protection to the agent of the Nash- 
ulle Company, their Commissioner ought to have discharged 
his duties in strict obedience to the express provisions of his 
instructions, which prohibited any infringement on the rights 
ofothers. Neither the dignity of the Executive, or his sense 
of decorum would ever permit him to allow the Commissioner 
lo transcend his proper bounds, and if he was expressly cau- 
honed not to disturb the families already settled there by Aus- 
tin and Williams, he certainly never had authority to dispos- 
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sess them of their possessions, as he confesses to have done, 
nor to admit through the agent any other families than those 
who might have been introduced at the expense of the Nash- 
ville Company, and as ıt appears by the communication of the 
Commissioner, that he has issued titles to more than one hun- 
dred settlers, and is preparing to do the same with four hun. 

* dred ; when at the same time he states that those belonging to 
the Company will shortly arrive. The Executive, fiumly 
persuaded that the Commissioner is committing enormous 
abuses of his office, —trampling upon the Colonization Laws, 
and treating the orders of the Supreme Government with 
contempt, has, after having consulted his Executive Council, 
concluded to decree as follows :— 

Ist. That your Honor will take especial care to issue to the 
proper authorities the requisite ordeis, whereby an investiga. 
tion may be had, in order to ascertain the number of families 
introduced at the expense of the Nashville Company previous 
to the 15th of October, 1833, this being the date upon which 
the last term of their contract expired, and for the execution 

_of this order, I hold your Honor strictly responsible. 

2nd. That it was the duty of the Commissioner, Wilham 
R. Steele, to issue titles to such only as are mentioned in the 
foregoing article, for which purpose he was specially ap. 
pointed. 

3rd. That the possession given to these families must nol 
confliet, even iu the slightest degree, with those already given 
in that Colony ; although titles may not have been issued for 
them, and whether the locations have been made by virtue of 
grants to Mexicans, or by contracts previously made with in 
dividuals by the Empresarios, Austin and Williams. 

4th. Therefore, all operations of the Commissioner, not per 
formed in the manner herein stated are considered contrary to 
orders lawfully given, and are consequently nu!l and void. 

5th. Should it appear by the investigation which your Honor 
may make, by virtue of the first article of this order, that the 
Nashville Company had introduced at least one hundred fami 
hes previous to the expiration of their contract, your Hono 
and the Commissioner of the said Company will notify me o 
the fact in order that the extension of time may be allowed a 
regards the issuing of titles. The other rights granted to Stet 
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ling C. Robertson being secured to him by the decree of 29th 
April of last year. 

6th. Your Honor will, without delay, proceed to correct the 
abuses already becoming apparent in the conduct of the Com- 
missioner, William H. Steele, and having previously investi- 
gated the matter, will order him to be suspended from oflice, 
advising me immediately thereof, ın order that I may appoint 
another, who may merit the confidence of the Government, or 


take such steps in the case as may be deemed proper in so de- 
licate a matter. 


of the new settlement recently made by the Agent and Com- 
missioner of the Nashville Company, but will cause these or- 
ders, as well as those which your Honor may dictate, to be 
executed through the authorities most contiz:tous to the afore- 
suid Colony. 

8th. Inasmuch as the Eixecutive invests your Honor with 
his own authority, so far as herein expressed, your Honor wiit 
be held strictly accountable for the exercise of it to the end 
desired : for the laws must be obeyed,—the honor of the Go- 
vernment sustained unsullied, and the rights guarantied to 
every individual, preserved inviolate, God’ and Liberty. 

BORREGO. 
Jose Mania Farcow, Chief Clerk. 
Mouclova, April 1, 1835. 


To the Political Chief ofthe Department of Brazos. 


A copy of the original on file in the archives of the Depart- 
ment of State, which, by the act passed by the Convocation, 
are placed in my charge from which this was drawn by order 
of his Excellency the Governor. 

JOSE MARIA FALCON, 
' Chief Clerk. 
Moncrova, April 1, 1838. 


The foregoing 18 a correct translation of a certified copy in 

Spanish on file in this office, —General Land Office of the 

Republic of Texas, Austin, June 23, 1840. 

[Signed] THOMAS G., WESTERN, 
Translator per Contract. 


7th. Your Honor will not communicate with the authorities _ 
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Orrice or PonrricaL CHIEF 
For Department of Brazos. 


To Wriuiam H. STEELE, Commissioner : 

S1&.:—By the enclosed copies of the decree of the honorable 
Congress of the State of 18th May last, and the subsequent 
order of the Government of the 30th of the same month, you 
will perceive that the Colony for which you received the ap- 
pointment of Commissioner has been returned to the Exmpre- 
sarios, Austin and Williams. The duties of your appointment 
are, therefore, at an end. 

And you are hereby commanded, within fifteen ‘days from 
the date of this order, to make return to this office of Political 
Chief, of all that you have done, or caused to be done, in your 
official character, as Commissioner of the Nashville Company's 
Colony ;—you are commanded to make due return of all the 
books, maps, plats, &c., that beleng to, or connected with, the 
the office of Commissioner for said Colony, that the rightful 
Empresarios may proceed in the settlement of said Colony, 
respecting whatever has been legal done by yourself— 
Austin, 23d day of September, 1835. 

[Signed] 3. B. MILLER. 


— 


Orrice of POLITICAL CHIEF 
For Department of Brazos. 


“To Thomas BARNETT : 

You are hereby commanded to proceed to the Colony 0 
the Nashville Company, and serve the within order on Wil 
ham H. Steele, Commissioner ; and do you make due retur 
of your proceedings on this writ to this office within fifteet 
days from the date hereof. Done mn the town of Austin, on tb 


23rd day of September, 1835. 
[Signed] J. B. MILLER. 


j 369 


To the Hon. Ropert POTTER, 

Chairman of Committee on Public Lands: 

| The 24th article of the Colonization Law of the State of 
‘Coahuila and Texas, dated 25th March, 1825, authorized the 
Governor to sell to Mexicans any quantity of land not exceed- 
ing eleven leagues. The first grant or sale made by the Go- 
|vernor was, I believe, to Juan Antonio Padilla, in 1828 ; from 
that period up to 1830, 1 am of opinion, but few sales were 
made by the Government. In that year James Bowie visited 
Saltillo, the then Seat of Government of the State, and induced 
some Mexicans to petition for the purchase of lands, and, I 
believe, obtained about fifteen or sixteen grants of eleven 
leagues each. ‘The citizens of that country, finding that such 
grants were objects of attraction, made purchases, and sold 
them as opportunities presented. Several prominent citizens 
ofthe city of Mexico became purchasers of land from the 
State, and through the recommendation of Vietor Blanco, then 
he Senator from the State of Coahuila and Texas, I became 
ihe agent for the location of the land, but I never had any 
inght or interest in them. 

| The evidence of the right of the parties which the Govern- 
ment of the State furnished was a certified copy of the petition, 
and the decree of the Governor making the sale, issued from 
he State Department, signed by the Secretary of State. In 
the decree, the Governor authorized the interested party to ap- 
ly to the Commissioner, if there existed one in the colony 
Where he desired to locate his land, or to the Alcałde of the 
uistrict, in order to obtain possession of the land and his title. 

| Inseveral instances, parties who had obtained grants, applied 
or new copies and received them, possibly under the pretext 
ifthe loss of the first copies, and sold them to other persons. 
With respect to the approbation of the Supreme Government 
or locating lauds within-the border leagues, or within ten 
eagues of the coast, I never knew of but one special applica- 
lon, which'was made by Col. Piedres of Nacogdoches. The 
eneral Government having pieviously granted its approba- 
vv 
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tion to the various Empresarios, in the year 1830, Mr. Antonio 
Navarro was commissioned and sent forward by the Governor 
of the State to issue titles to the families m General Wavell's 
contract on Red River, but he was stopped by order of General 
Teran at Nacogdoches, and he was told that if he attempted to 
proceed he would be prevented from issuing titles by force of 
arms, if necessary, and Mr. Navarro returned home to Bexar. 
In 1831, Mr. Madero was commissioned to-issue titles to the 
families in Vhelin's and other colonies; he was imprisoned by 
Col. Bradburn, acting under orders from Gen. Teran. 

The legislature of the State ordered the Governor, officially, 
to inform Gen. Teran not to meddle in any manner with the 
local affairs of the State, under pretext of authority granted to 
him by the law of the 6th April, 1830, nor under any law eme 
nating from the General Government. ‘This order was sent 
to Gen. Teran, then in the vicinity of Matamoros, some time 
in the spring of 1532. 

In the year 1834, Mr. Vicente Aldrete was commissioned by 
the Governor to put applicants in possession of lands within 
the district made vacant by the death of Mr. Madero, and he 
was put in possion of Mr. Madero’s records. . 

In the year 1831, Stephen F. Austin, at the request of Mr. 
Delvalle, Secretary of State, brought on to San Felipe a num 
ber of grants for Mexicans who had been for a long time resid 
ing at Nacogdoches, and as many of them had the merit o 
having filled stations in the municipal authority, as also, m 
the post-office, and had further suffered all the privations ind 
dent to an unsettled country, the Governor granted them a 

augmentation. I forwarded the several grants to the parties 
At that time I entertained the opinion (and yet do) that, as Gen 
Wavell had contraeted to settle Mexicans and Europeans 
. they who were at Nacogdoches had the right to locate thei 
grants on Red River. 

Tam of opinion that some grants of eleven leagues hay 
been twice located, and possibly the second location made o 
Red River, the first having been made on the Trinity an 
west of it. ‘This has been done, I think, by Americans wh 
purchased duplicate copies. 

Lt will be found that there are four hundred leagues of lati 
granted to myself and others, F. W. Johnson and Robert Per 
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bles, which have been located in Red River, Harrison and Na- 
cogdoches counties, which lands, so far as respects myself, have 
not been claimed, nor have I ever seen the titles ; and so far 
as regards any interest of my own, I renounce. 

5 SAMUEL M. WILLIAMS. 


[Page 303 of Journal.] 


War DEPARTMENT, À 
City of Austin, Dec. 17, 1840. | 


To His Excellency Davin G. BURNETT: 

SIR:—1 have the honor to enclose a communication just 
received from the Col. of Ordnance. "The Hon. Secretary of 
War, being too much indisposed to address you himself, has 
directed’ me to say, he trusts some speedy action may be had 
relative to its contents, as delay may prove extremely detri- 
mental to the interest of the country. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
TSigned] THO’S GALES FORSTER, 
Chief Clerk Dep't of War. 


—— 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
December 16, 1840. 
othe Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War : 

Sir :—TI have the honor to report the receipt of an invoice 
fordnance and ordnance stores from N. P. Ames, of Spring- 
eld, Massachusetts, and also their safe arrival at Galveston. 
have been informed, however, that the artillery, &c., are 
pon the wharf at that place. It would be rather tedious to 
on if I should enumerate the various modes in which artil- 
ty, and particularly pieces of this description (brass), may 
injured. Itmay probably suffice simply to allude to the 
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situation of that which has been recovered at the arsenal 
by re-boring. The carriages will also be materially injured 
from exposure. I have ordered the ordnance stores to be 
placed in the custom-house store, that being the only public 
building which can beused. Many of these articles are perish- 
able, and require the attention of an officer acquainted witli 
the component parts of each, and the proper mode of preserv- 
ing them. The artillery and its train being complete, I most 
earnestly advise its transportation to this dépót, which can 
readily now be done by hiring or purchasing horses or mules 
at Houston. And tbe ordnance stores can be readily sent by 
waggons. This field battery, with its equipments, have been 
ordered, and paid for, very recently, and if left in their pre- 
sent state, will be rendered entirely useless. They are not 
required at the Island, being calculated for the field alone.— 
A sufficient number of garrison guns are now there. The 
Quarter-Master-General informs me that the transportation 
will eost ten thousand and eight dollars, or three thousand 
four hundred and fifty-six dollars, [See note at the bottom] 
Permit me, sir, most respectfully, to draw your attention 
again to the situation of the battery at port Galveston. Iti 
positively dangerous for the sentinel to walk it, and as a means 
of defence entirely useless. I respectfully refer to a commu 
nication made to you upon this subject a few days ago. In 
the month of November, of the past year, I pressed this matter 
upon your predecessor in the War Department, and informed 
him that it would require two thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-six feet of three inch pine plank one foot wide, five hun- 
dred and thirteen feet of running sleepers one foot square for 
a battery fifty-seven feet long aud forty-eight feet wide, upong 
an elevation of eight feet, more or less,from the level of the Gullf 
At that time the plank, &c., could have been purchased fof 
about two thousand dollars Texas money, from the best judg§ 
mentI can form. The new battery will cost about eight thong 
sand dollars Texas money. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, I 
Colonel of Ordnancy 
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Cost of mu les, - - - - - $1,080 00 
« — transportation of ordnance stores, - 288 90 
“ — drivers, - - - - - - . 300 00 


$1,068.00 
6 


— 


$10,008 00 


6,480 00 
Cost of transportation —mules reserved — —— 
Texas money, - - - - $3,528 00 
7,200 pounds, 
4 dollars per hundred pounds, 
$288 00 
i 2 hundred pounds ordnance stores added, 
$376 00 
6 for one, 
$3,456 00 Texas money. ` 
Cost of transportation by contract, $3,456 00 
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[Page 315 of Journal.] 
| 
| l Mexico, October 17, 1840. 
« Bir :—1 have the honor to inform you, that this Govern- 
ment having rejected the proposition for an armistice, I have 
closed my intercourse with them, and shall leave for Vera 
Croz in a few days. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your very humble servant, 
[Signed] JAMES TREAT. 
To the Hon. A. S. LIPSCOMB, 
Secretary of Staie,— Texas, 
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[Page 322 of Journal.] 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
City of Austin, Dec. 19, 1840. 


To His Excellency Davin G. Burner: 

Sır :—I enclose herewith a despatch from Major Howard, 
now in command ofthe post of San Antonio. 

The circumstances in which he is placed demand imme. 
diate attention to his réquisitions. I regret to inform your 
Excellency that this Department has not one dollar at its 
command, and cannot, therefore, extend to the troops at Bexar 
the munitions of war necessary for their defence. 

The powder and lead are here, but we have no means of 
transporting either. . 

I have the honor to be, 
Most respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War, 


Posr San ÅNTONIO, ] 
December 16, 1840. | 


Hon. Branca T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

Sır :— Your communication of the 11th instant has been 
received, and 1 am compelled to state that onr horses are in 
such a poor condition that my instructions can be but very 
slowly executed. 

I sha}! here make a request that, if complied with, I am in- 
duced to hope will be of great benefit to us, both for our move 
ments, and safety. It is orders to intercept all communica 
tions between this place and the Rio Grande, by traders, for 
Lam certain that the majority of them are Centralists, and out 


" 
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enemies. Some envelopes, which I found, of letters, carried in 
by them, addressed to suspicious individuals of this place, 
convinces me that the sooner the trade 1s stopped the better. 
Before the close of this letter, I received information that on 
the night of the 14th inst. a courier arrived in town in great 
haste, and since his arrival, I heard it circulating that Colonel 
| Seguin, Captain Oreola and Antonio Perez, of this place, have 
accepted of commissions in the Central service. 
| 1 expect Lieut. Lewis with his detachment to-morrow.— 
| The troops are now quartered at the Alamo. 
| Weare much in want of amunition. We have at present’ ` 
[but one keg of musket powder on hand. A requisition for 
jamunition was sent fo Col. Hockley some days since. 
I have the honor to he, 
` Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] GEORGE T. HOWARD, 
Maj. Com. at Bexar. 
| P.S.. We are very much in want of three or four good 
American horses for our spies; thrée can be purchased in 
jown, from one hundred and fifty to two hundred each, in par 
imoney. G. T. H. 


Communication from the Secretary of War, with accompa- 
nying Documents. 


[Page 325 of Journal.] 


Wan DEPARTMENT, 
! City of Austin, Dec. 21, 1840. 
Tothe Hon. the House of Representatives : 
| GENTLEMEN :—1 have the honor herewith to enclose the 
Information called for in a resolution of your honorable body, 
bí December 14, 1840. 
| I am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

B. T. ARCHER, 

: Secretary of War. 
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Statement of the Adjutant and Inspector-General, showing 
the number of men who have been enlisted into the First 
Regiment Regular Infantry, number of deserters, ác. ác 


ApsuTANT AND IxsPECTOR-GENERALUS OFFICE, } 


" 


Austin, December 17, 1840. 5 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 
Srr:—In compliance with your orders, I have the honor 
herewith to transmit a statement of the information respecting 
the regular army, required by the resolution of Congress, of 


the 14th inst. 
I respectfully beg leave to remark that almost all the deser- 


tions from the army occurred previous to the arrival of the 
clothing, promised at the time of enlistment. 
Tam, Sir, with high regard, 
H. McLEOD, 
Adj. & Insp.-Gen, 


ae 


Statement of the First Regiment of Infantry since ili 
Organization, Jan., 1839, as required by a resolution o 
the Hon. Congress, adopted 14th Dec., 1840. 


Recruited, 674 ; deserted, 169; apprehended, 61; not ap: 
prehended, 108; honorably discharged, 48; dishonorablj 
discharged, 7; died, 24; killed, 13; shot by order of Gener 
Court-Martial, 2; promoted, 6; in service at last return, 405; 


total number recruited and accounted for, 674. 
H. McLEOD, 


Adj. § Ins.-Gen. Teras Army 


Statement of the First Auditor, showing the expenscs of the 
Recruiting Service since the passage of the Law author- 
izing the raising of the First Regiment of Infantry. __ 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
First Auditors Office, Dec. 17, 1840. | 


mst, relative to the amount expended in recruiting the first 
regiment of regular infantry, since the passage of the law 
rating the same, I have the honor to report that there has 
en expended (as far as I can ascertain from the books of the 
irst Auditor and the returns made) $25,348 96, for the par- 
tulars of which you will please refer to the accompanying 
latement. x 
to Lam, respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


m CHARLES MASON, 


First Auditor. 
To the Hon. B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War. 


— 


latement of the Expenditures for Recruiting the First 
Regiment of Regular Infaniry, since the passage of the - 


Law authorizing the same, according to the Books of the 
First Auditor. — ' 


mount expended by Capt. B. Y. Gillan in N. O., $9,573 69 
t 


« Col. Wm. S. Fisher, - 489 27 
a t 4 H. McLeod, for balance 
due recruiting officers, - - - - 114 50 
mount expended for apprehension of deserters, 120 00 
a « — by Capt. Lawrence, recruiting 
officer at Galveston, - - - - 953 00 


L2 


Amount carried over, $1 1,200 46 
ww 


SIR :—In compliance with your communication of the 16th , . 
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Annt bro't forward, $11,200 64 


Amount expended by Capt. W. D. Redd, - 700 00 
as « « A. Clendenin, - 842 00 
u « M.B. Skerrett, - 1,700 00 
K z Lieut. H. L. Grush, - 414 00 
s " for bounty, Capt. D. C. Ogden, 2,555 00 
5 g 2d * p. Y. Gillan, 375 00 
s i « Col. Wm. S. Fisher, 3,150 00 
i s s * J. Snively, - 240 00 
AR : “ Capt. M. B. Lewis, 1,500 00 
ae af [44 [14 


t. 
J.C, P. Kennymore, 492 50 
u u « « John Holliday, - 290 00 
ts u m « J. B. P. January, 1,560 00 


$25,948 96 

RECAPITULATION, 
Amount expended in par money, $9,573 69 
i « Texas money, —— 15,775 9l 


» ——À em 


$25,348 96 


— 


QuAnTER-MasTER-GENERAU's Orrick, 
Austin, December 19, 1840. 
Hon. Brancu T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of: War : 

SiR:—ln obedience to your order, I have the honor t 
transmit, annexed, a statement (as required by resolution ¢ 
Congress of 14th inst.) of the information connected with tht 
Bureau, at the head of which Ihave had the honor to preside 
as Acting Quarter-Master-General, since the appointment t 
Col. Wm. G. Cooke te the command of the first regiment ¢ 
infantry. 

By reference, it appears that fifty-four thousand one hut 
dred eighty-seven dollars and fifty cents, have been expend 
by this Department for the purchase of horses, at an avera 
cost of one hundred and thirty-seven dollars each. 
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I find that upwards of one hundred have died and been lost 
m service. f 

The number reported as on hand will not be in order for 
we until spring. Fifty-seven horses and fifty mules were- 
snt on the road expedition with Col. Cooke, for the purpose 
of transporting waggons, packs, herding, &c.; the balance are ~ 
vith the companies stationed at San Antonio, "San Marcos and 
with the detachment under Lientenant-Colonel Clendenin. 
l have the honor to be, 

With high respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. CAZNEAU, 
Acting Quarter-Master- General. 


— 


Statement showing the number of Horses, Mules, Saddles 
and Bridles, purchased for the First Regiment Infantry, 
their cost, also the number on hand, and the amount paid 
for apprehending deserters, viz : 


396 horses cost in Texas treasury Rotes $54,187 50 
90 mules, x « - 14,432 00 
126 saddles,  " t i - 6,148 50 
80 u purchased in New-York—par funds, 4,340 00 
121 bridles —cost in Texas treasury notes, - 1,483 00 
0 « purchased in New-York—par funds, 1,440 00 


ON HAND. 
170 horses unfit for service. 
‘127 cavalry saddles, purchased in New-York. ’ 


121  " bridles, « « " 
15 American saddles. 
6 « « old. 


5 Spanish saddle-trees. 


Amount-paid for apprehending deserters, $701 00 


QuAnTER-MasTER-GENERAL's OFFICE, 
City of Austin, Dec. 19, 1840. 


gsi ' 


[Page 341 of Journal.] 


War DEPARTMENT, i 
City of Austin, Dec. 23, 1540. | 


To His Eixeelleney Davin G. BURNET, - 
President of the Republic of Texas: 

Srr:—-T have the honor to ransmit herewith the information 

n day received from a small detachment stationed on Little 
Aver, 

It is with infinite regret that I am constrained to state tha 
the arm of this Department is paralyzed through want of means, 
and cannot, therefore, extend the aid so loudly and imperiously 
demanded at our hands by our frontier brethren. 

The above is most respectfully submitted by 

Your obedient servant, 
[Signed] B. T. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War 


_ CHILDERS PLANTATION, 
On Little River, Dec. 14, 1840. 


To the Hon. Brancu ‘F. ARCHER, 
Secretary of War: 

Sır :— Since the express, that was sent from this place, left, 
the hostile Indians have beon in this settlement, committed 
depredations and perpetrated a murder. We stated in our 
express that every circumstance lod us to suspect there wasa 
number of hostile Indians in our neighborhood; our suspi 
cions have been confirmed in a manner dreadful to relate.— 
We visited the remains, yesterday, of a young man, named 
James Childers, who was cowardly shot down, and mutilated 
in the most horrible manner, while engaged at work, Non 
Little River Fort, three of his companions succeeded in mak 
ing their escape; they state that they were attacked and sur 
prised by fifteen in number, who, from their appearance, they 
judged to be Northern Indians. : 
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There is now a large smoke to be seen on the Leona, and 
apaty of mounted Indians were just seen within five miles 
af this place. 

We confidently believe that we are exposed to a general 
attack, and are painfully convinced, from every appearance, 
that we shall be overwhelmed by numbers in such an event, 
unless assistance is speedily sent us. 

If we are not furnished aid, we will he obliged to abandon 
our homes and our improvements, to give up the idea forever 
of earning a subsistence on the frontier, and leaving aur deso- 
ited homes standing witnesses of the neglect of the Govern- 
ment to protect us. 


Joun MARLIN, Oantes WAGONER, 
Capt, G. CHILDERS, H, KATTENHORN, 
BENJAMIN BRYANT, Francis Huenes, 


Rogent CHILDERS, 
I certify tbat the within petition of grievances is correct to 
my own knowlege. 
[Signed] , H. A, ALLEN, 
` 2d Lieut. lst. Inft. 


Üommunication from Gen. Hamilton. 
[Page 378 of Journal.| 


Lonnon, Nov. 6, 1840. 


My Drar Sir :—I am happy to inform you that Lord 
Palmerston and myself agreed [ast night on the preliminary 
atieles of a Treaty of Recognition, Amity and Commerce be- 
ween Great Britain and Texas, by which I have secured the 
mmediate and effectual mediation of England for a pacifica- 
ion between Texas and Mexico, and an extension of our 
boundary to the Rio Grande. 

Time has not allowed for the copying, engrossing and exe- 
uting the Treaty in time for the Great Western, which sails 
“morrow. ‘The Treaty, morcover, has to bo laid before the 
Cabinet ; but, as Lord Melbourne, Lord John Russell and the 
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President of the Board of Trade have declared for it, there 
can be no doubt of its execution the next week. Isubjoma 
copy of a note I received from Lord Palmerston, last night, 
informing me of the unavoidable circumstances which have 
prevented our executing the Treaty in time for the Great 
Western. E 
This most gratifying and unexpected result, at least, with 
the promptitude with which it has been accomplished, will be 
decisive of our ultimate success in negotiating the loan. We 
must wait for a few days the issue of events in France. If the 
war party is put down, we shall, I am sure, soon be able to do 
something effectual with our loan, and with which the leading 
bankers on the Continent and in England are most favorably 
impressed. 
Mr. Burnley, I hope, will go out on the 4th Dec., with the 
‘treaties, and with as much money as we can possibly raise for 
the Republic. Such tightness in the money market ın Eng- 
land is without example, which has arisen from the immense 
speculation in French funds, requiring a large export of gold 
to pay for. Besides a panic which had led to hoarding on the 
part of the Capitalists with the strongest means, on the part, 
likewise, of the Bank of England. 
[Signed] J. HAMIL'TON. 
His Excellency MinABEAvu B. Lamar, 
President of the Republic of Texas. 


Dd \ 


Palmerston’s Letter to Gen. Hamilton. 


City or Lonpon, Nov. 5, 1840. 


My Dear Sir :—I am sorry to say that it is represented 
to me by my officer, that it will be physically impossible fo 
the clerks to prepare the Treaties for signature to-morrow ; an 
then, also, as there will be a meeting of the Cabinet on Satur 
cay, Mr. Labouchére and I could scarcely, with propriety, sig 
the Treaty with Texas, without having first taken the opinio! 
of all the members of the Cabinet, who may be m town ¢ 
Saturday. There jis also another circumstance which stl 
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renders further delay necessary, which is that I cannot sign 
an engagement in behalf of the Crown, without specially tak- 
ing the Queen's commands thereupon ; and there would not 
be time to send a draft down to Windsor to-morrow, and to 
obtain her Majesty's sanction in the course of the day.~ It is 
also a general and useful rule with us to refer all drafts of 
Treaties to the Queen's Advocate-General, that we may be 
sure we make no engagements inconsistent with our laws. *1 
fear, therefore, we must postpone our signatnres until next 
week, but I hope that no difficulty will arise, in the mean time, 


mg, &c. 
Yours sincerely, 


[Signed] PALMERSTON. 
Gen. HAMILTON, &c. &c. &c. 


Report of Select Committee. 
[Page 385 of Journal.] 


CowMrTTEE-loou, Dec. 30, 1840. 


To the Hon. SPEAKER of the House of Representatives: 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred the following 
several bills, to wit: a bill to be entitled an “Act to direet and 
tegulate proceedings in reference to lands which have been 
forfeited and escheated ;” a bill to be entitled an “Act to carry 
Into effect the provisions of the 10th section of the general 
provisions of the Constitution, and to prepare for the final ad- 
justment of land titles;” a bill to be entitled an “Act declaring 
cain portions of the publie domain escheated, and regulat- 
i07 the locations thereof;” a bill to be entitled an “ Act to 
provide for the investigation of escheated and forfeited lands, 
and direct the manner of the disposal of the same;” also, a 
bill to be entitled an “ Act to quiet the land titles within the 
twenty frontier leagues, bordering on the United States of the 
North”—-have had the same under consideration, and after 
having bestowed upon thie subject that deliberation the impor- 
lance of the same so imperiously demands, as far as the limited 


except that which may relate to technical operations of copy- ' 
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time left them, and other pressing engagements, would allow, 
have instructed me to report as follows; 

'The Committee, in their deliberations, have been guided 
solely by an anxious desire to reconeile conflicting interests, 
and to submit scuh bills, the provisions of which will tend to 
a speedy, equitable and certain settlement, in whole or in patt, 
of the land titles of the country, the incertitude of, and want 
of confidence in which, at home and abroad tend so materially 
to paralyze the energies of the people, retard emigration, cripple 
all the varied branches of productive industry, and cheek tlie 
resources of thecountry. 

Your Committee look upon the question presented, distracted 
as itis by the many antagonistieal interests involved, excited, 
too, by feelings of hope, fear and avarice, as second to none 
that ean come under the deliberations of the House. 

Such, in a great measure, seems to have been the causes 
heretofore that have prevented Congress, in her deliberations, 
from acting with that calm judgment and matured reflection 
the importance of the subject demanded. Without casting 
the slightest reflection (which your Committee disclaim) upon 
most of the past legislation upon this subject, it must, never- 
theless, be conceded that its tendency has been rather to ren- 
der more complicated and embarrassing a system which 
sprung into existence at a period when the country was more 
immediately occupied by the incidents and affairs connected 
with our revolutionary struggles; at which time, it will be 
remembered, a grateful country, through her legislature, 
sought to make provision for, and satisfy the demands of those 
who had identified themselves with her in time of her adversity. 

At such atime, and under such circumstances, it could not 
be expected that a land law or system could have been adopted 
(a subject at all times, and in all countries, difficult of accom- 
plishment} to quiet conflicting claims, and of securing to the 
settler and emigrant confidence in the title to his lands, with- 
out which agriculture, the paramount branch of industry, 
cannot flourish ; for the husbandman builds with “hope de 
ferred,” and sows with a heavy heart, when he reflects thal 
elaimants, like Banquo's ghost, may rise to expel him from 
the spot adorned by his industry, and to which he is endeared 
by habit and association, and every virtuous tic. 


985 

More especially does such a state of things embarrass the 
country and retard the development of her vast reseurces, 
when we bear in mind that the cultivator of the soil, as well 
hers, who hold honest claims against the Government, can 
have no hope, immediately or prospectively, of quieting their 
daims, or determine the validity of their possessions. 

A want of information, and a gencral distrust, as to the va- 
lidity of nearly all descriptions of titles, prejudice, the illusions 
of self-love, and the violence of party and sectional feeling, 
all appeal to the statesman and patriot, in language not to pass 


provisions of law, by which each may know his own claims 
without being misled by self-deception, or the rules and forms 
flaw, by which his rights may be determined, and his off- 
pring secured in their inheritance. 
The Committee, impressed with this view of the subject, 
nd having examined as thoroughly and maturely as possible 
he merits and provisions of the several bills referred to them, 
have instructed me to report to the House the two following bills 
with the amendments annexed thereto, as substitutes for all the 
tills submitted to them, to wit: the last mentioned bills above. 
The Committee, in submitting these acts, with amendments 
adopted, have sought to reconcile, as far as possible, all anta- 
ronist interests, allay all sectional feeling, and, at the same 
lime, make provisions for every possible class of cases, where- 
by they may be promptly and equitably determined, without 
impatiing the rights of any, or jeopardizing the public weal. 
The Committee are aware, from the difliculty surrounding this 
subject, of the impracticability of presenting a system without 
bection. The citizens living within the twenty frontier 
leagues occupy, it will be recollected, grounds relative to their 
üles peculiar in themselves, and seem to require, in some 
measure, a law adapted to the nature and character of the 
rants, titles, claims and concessions in that section of the 
State. Taking into view the whole subject, and the diversity 
(f opinion existing in the minds of honorable members, as is 
manifested by the character and number of the bills above 
nmerated, the Committee have, by returning the bills here- 
vith submitted, endeavored to meet, as far as practicable, the 
Mews and just interests and rights of all. T 
XA , 


wsheeded, the necessity of such legislative enactments, and  , 
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The Committee will congratulate themselves, shall they, m 
presenting the result of their deliberations to the House, di 
any thing to induce that harmony of action aud compromis 
of fecling on this, as on many other occasions, so essential 
our legislative action. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

JAMES S, MAYFIELD, 
Chairman of Select Commillu 


GENERAL Lawn Orrich, 
Austin, Dee. 22, 1840, | 


Hon. SPEAKER AND (GENTLEMEN, 
Of the House of Representatives: 

In answer to your resolution of the 19th mst., requestiu 
certain information, I herewith submit, in Document A, t 
statement of “ the number of eleven leage grants and colonis 
or other grants within the limits and boundaries of the Ch 
rokee territory, to whom said grants were issued, by whe 
granted, and at what date,” so far as I am able to judge of th 
loeation from the vagueness of deseription in the titles, an 
there being none of the old titled lands represented upon t 
map of that section of country now in this ollice, it bein 
the same as furnished by the late Commissioner General Lan 
Office, under date of Dec. 30, 1839, with the addition of t 
Commissioners by whom said titles were issuod. 

Tn answer to the second query, relative to * the number 
surveys made in said territory,” d&c., [can only say that the 
have not been any surveys within said territory received at 
regularly filed in this office ; five surveys iu this tovritoty 
however, were presented diving the late discussion of th 
Cherokee Bill, and woro loft by the parties interested to awa 
the final result of the Bill then undor consideration. 

Document B, shows with tolerable accuracy the number? 
eleven leagues and other grants, located within the ten cow 
leagues on the Gulf of Mexico, to whom granted, at whi 
ume, and by what officer.” For a full description and history 
the landed affairs of the western portion of the country, borda 
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ing on the coast, including Power & Hewiison's and DeLeon's 
JXlonies, Y would refer your honorable body to a communica- 
ion of the late Commissioner General Land Office of the 2d 
inst, to Won. Robert Potter, Chairman of Committee on Public 
ands of the Senate, which is printed with the “evidence in 
lation to land titles.” By it the Hon. Congress will perceive 
e impracticability of obtaining correct information at this 
ime upon the subject of the enquiries contained in the resolu- 
in. J have no doubt but the list contains all the large grants 
rdering on the romainder of the coast, included in Austin’s - 
Det Colony and the southern parts of Vehlein & Zavala’s 
olony. 
In awe to the first part of the third query contained in 
6 resolution, respecting “the number of eleven league grants 
seated within the twenty horder leagues of the United States,” 
co, I horewith submit Document C, showing as far as ean be 
certained from the records of the office the information de- 
iod ; but, for the want of the necessary maps of counties 
rdering on the United States, and those already received not 
resenting any of the large grants, the list furnished is not 
correct as 1 could wish. This list does not include any 
ides issued under contract of Messrs. Williams, Johnson and 
eebles, James Grant, John Durst, and S. M. Williams or John 
Mason, For a more full description of these and all other 
iles, issued in the castérn or north-eastern portion of the Re- 
ublie, Y would also respectfully refer your honorable body to 
communication of the late Commissioner General Land 
fice to Ilon. Robert Potter, Chairman of Committee on Pnb- 
it Lands of the Sonate, under date of 21st ult., which is also 
wblished with the “evidence in relation to land titles." 

All of which is submitted by 

Yours very respectfully, 
H. W. RAGLIN,, 
Act. Com. G. L. Offiov. 


-—- 
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DOCUMENT A. 


List of Titles issued by various Commissioners within the “Cherokee Territory.” 


Names. Date of Title, Leagues, By whom issued, 
José Luis de la Bega, ~~ o May 31, 1792, José Cayetano de Zepeda. 
Beter Elias Bean, - = Aug. 13, 1828, 1, José Maria Mora, 
William Bean, Sept. 94, f 1, a s 
Peter Elias Bean, agit for Jesus de la Gaza, April 5, 1834, A, Vicente Aldrete, 
Barr & Devanport, - - May 21, 1810, 1, Pedro Procela. 
Nepormuceno de Ia Cerda, - "* 3, 1792, José Cayetano de Zepeda. 
Juan Durst, ag’t or purchaser of J. M. Mora, Oct. 30, 1833, 2, Vicente Aldrete. 
Helena Kimble, widow of J. Dub - July 26, 1828, 4, José Maria Mora. 
Ramon de Legarreta, - - Jan. 16, 1804, José Ignacio Ugarte. 
Vicente Michele, (purchaser), - May 27, 1810, 1, Mariano Mora. 
Henry Stockman, - - - . Aug. 7, 1833, 1, José Ignacio Ybarba. 
Leonard Williams, - - - Mar. 28, 1899, 1, a « 
'Thomas Wiliams,  - e 24. « 1, « u 
A Hotchkiss, agent for Thomas Quevedo, Sept. 23, 1835, 11, Radford Berry. 
William F. Allison, - - - Oct. 19, 1,- G. A. Nixon. 
Elihu C. Allison,  - - - = d 16, “ 1, i E 
Larkin Baker,  - - - - - Juneil, “ 1, « a 
Gordiana Bardillo, - - = July 6, « 1, « « 
Crawford Burnett, 8007 x 2 Sept. 5, « 1, « 4. 7 


José Agaton Caro, ~ > - May 30, ce EY) x j 


8S£ 


; William Clark, - - - June 17 T ; T «c " | 


Miguel de los Santos Coy, 


Elijah S. Debard,  - 
John Engledow, 
Josefa Peres Falcon, 
Matthew Golcher, 


Garrison Greenwood, 


Zaceus Gibbs, 
Jean Baptiste Gague, 
Romano Gonzales, 


- 


‘ 


I 


Maria Sinforosa Gonzales, 


William Gates, 
Edson Gee, - - 
Elizabeth Groce, 
Maria G. Henrique, 
James Hamilton, 
John Jordan, - 
Levi Jordan, - 
James Jordan, - 
Jesse T. Jones, - 
Isaac Kendrick, - 
Barbara C. Lewis, 


Benijah Laffarty, - 


James Latham, - 
Uriah Moore, - 
José Maria Martinez, 


L 


- 


t 


- 


- 


- 
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Names, 


Thomas McDonald, 


Henry Myers, - 
James McClure, 
John McGregor, 
José N. Manchaca, 
John Malone, - 
Vincent Moore, 
Kinchen Odoro, 
David Page, - 
Beverly Pool, - 
José Maria Procela, 
John Peburn,  - 
William Reagan, 
James Reel, - 
Daniel Reel, - 
Henry Reel, - 
Jacob Roth, - 
Isaac Reed, - 
Thomas J. Rusk, 
John Sheridan, - 
William T. Smith, 
Thomas Timmons, 


- 


i 


Hiram B. Troutman, 


Ventura Teheda, 
John Vaughn, 


— 


t 


Date of Tile. 


June 20, 


July 22, 


Jan. 20, 


1835, 


¢ 


Leagues. 


By whom issued, 


1, €. A, Nixon. 
< Mi « 
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Juati Vargas, - - - - - May 13, ee 1, £6 
Joseph Weeks, - - - - iNov. 21, 1834, 1, a a 
John Walker,  - - - & z Jan. 8, 1835, 1, a « 
W. R. Wilson, - E š : Mar. 12, « 1, 7 7 


Nors.—The titles issued in January or February, 1836, by John Cameron, under contract 


of James Grant with the State, dated May 2, 1835, have been omitted, as well as all others issued + 


after the closing ofthe Land Offices by the Consultation. 
H. W. RAGLIN, 


Acting Commissioner G. L. Office. 
GENERAL Lanp Orrice, November 22, 1840. 


DOCUMENT B. 


` 


List of Large Grants located with the Ten Coast Border Leagues. 


Names of Grantees, Leagues. Date of Title. By whom issued. 

José Miguel Aldrete, ~ - -~ 4, Sept. 22, 1834, José Jesus Vidauri. 
Joshua Davis, - -  - $ 54, Aug, 9, € ts « 
James Power, - = «= 5. 11, Nov. 28, « « T 
J. Power & J. Hewetson,  - ~ 8,* Oct. 30, « « T 
« & ES a » 5 Dec. 20, « s « 
t e D lx s 11," Nov.20, # « « 
k u EE - 6,* Dept, 15, “ & « 


-Ķ E [. | 2o PE. a E 


T6E 


Names of Grates. Leagues. Date of Title, By whom issued. 


Valentine Garcia, - - = A, Jany 7, 1833, Fernando de Leon. 
Martin De Leon, " - - - 5,f a 25, s d 
Ramon Musquiz, by attorney, " ] 

Nacisio Musquiz, Dit Jawy 2, * P 
Pedro Elias Bean, — - - 52. Sept, 26, € Vicente Aldrete. 
Maria de los Santos Coy, by agents, i L : 

P. A. Sublett & Sam Houston, $ Pie awe : j 
"Thomas Jefferson Chambers, - B Oct. 26, 1834, Jra R. Lewis. 
z cs - - 71,900,000 sq. v.$ Sept.22, « u s 


H. W. RAGLIN, 
Acting Commissioner G. L. Office. 
GENERAL Lanp Orrice, December 22, 1810. 


* Premium Lands. t Certified Copy fled. t Pantof eleven leagucs.—Certified copy fled, 8 Certified Copies,— 
art of thirty leagues granted him as Supreme Judge. 
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ym DOCUMENT C. ' 


List of Eleven League and other Large Grents located within the Twenty Leagues 


-4 bordering upon the Urtited States. 
Names of Grantees. Agen:s Names, Leagues. Date of Title. By whom issued, N 
Carlos Gill, Matthew Cartwright, 2,  Aprilií?, 1824, Vicente Aldrete.  . 
J. M. Mora, Juan Darst, 4, Oct. 20, 1533, i 
Jesus Cantun, Wm. G. Logan, 5. Sept.11, 1835, Radford Berry. 
1l. Stockman, W. G. Logan& H. Raguet, 2. Apri] 23, 1834, Vicente Aldrete, 
L F. de Rumayor, P. 3. Menard, . 2. Mar. 15, * d 
L A. Stockman, ` G. Polit & Sam Stiddon. 2. Apri 22, « s 
Fro, Ramires, Frost Thorn, 4, Nov. 30, 1823, e oz 
Jesus Cantun, John S. Roberts. 5. | Dec. 20, 1834, Vital Flores. b 
Y. Eiquezabal, Adolfo Sterne, 5, Nov. 28, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. 
Ramon de la Serda, 5, Apri 2, 1834, s 
1. B. B. Davenport, Frost Thorn, 4, Sept. 19, 1835, Radford Berry. 
Mareos Sanches, A.C. & J. K. Allen, 6, < 24, t « 
Yital Flores, s s 5, Novy. 22, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. 
' Manuel Varaquara, u 11, 8 4 —& s 
. L A. Sepuibeda, & « 7, Mar. 3, 1834, i 
' Gavino Aranjo, Pedro E. Bean, 6, & 17, « & j 
Cresaria Montanio, A. Hotchkiss, 1l Nov. 16, 1835, Radford Berry. 
Miguel de Oseadiz, s i, “ 12, œ : . 
L A. Chirino, . a lá"' Mar. 1i,  « s ` 


* Par of eleven leagues. 


Agents! Names. 
A. Hotchkiss, 
« 


Names of Grantees. 
José Maria Barrego, 
1. L. Eiscobat, 


Manuel Elizondo, T 
Onofre Fernandez, « 
José Maria de la Fuenta, « 
Ignacio Galindo, « 


Man’! & José M. Lopez, Wm. G. Logan, 
M. Arciniega, 

Maria Mora, 

Antonio Gonzales, 
Ignacio José Ybarbo, 
L N. Elizondo, 
Gordiano Badilla, 
Juan Mora, 

Marcos Sanches, 

T. A. Sepulbeda, 


H. C. McNeill, 
Charles Noyret, 


John S. Roberts, 


M. B. Menard, 
J, C. Turner, 


GENERAL Lanp Orricr, December 22, 1840. 


Te. McFarland, 


George A. Nixon, 


P. A.Sublett & S. Houston, ' rs 


Date of Title. 


Leagues By whom issued, 

11, Nov. 10, 1835, Radford Berry. 

11, Sept. 30, « 

11, Oct. 29, QU a 

11, T: u a di 

11, Sept. 30, € s 

11, 15, « T 

11, « « e [1 

11, &« 22, « « 

11, Dec. 6, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. 

11, Sept. 8, 1835, Radford Berry. 

11,  Aug.25, «€ Luis Procela. 

a Oct. 4, “ Radford Berry. % 
Nov. 20, 1834, Vital Flores. ge 
Dec. 3, 1833, Vicente Aldrete. 

5 « 10, 1824, Vital Flores. . 


4, Ap 
H, W. RAGLIN, 


April 9 e Vicente Aldrete. 


Acting Commissioner G. L. Office. 


[Page 484 of Journal.] 


A BILL, 2 


To be entitled an Act to incorporate a Company, to be called. 
The Franco-Texienne Company, and granting certain 
privileges to the same. 


Section l. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, of the Republic of Texas, in Congress ' 
assembled, That Basterreche de and 
their associates be, and they are hereby formed into a body 
corporate, by the namie and style of the Franco-Texienne Com- 
pany, and, as such Company, shall have all the powers, rights 
and privileges, incident to corporations, for carrying out the 
bjeets of their association, as they are hereinafter expressed 
and declared. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said company 
hall be bound to introduce into the Republic, and locate upon 
he lands hereinafter designated, at least eight thousand emi- 
rants on or before the first day of January, eighteen hundred 
d forty-nine, which said emigrants shall be brought in and 
ocated at the sole and entire expehse of said company, and 
aid emigrants shall take the oath of allegiance to this Repub- 
ie, and be subject to all the duties of other citizens of the Re- 
ublie, ' 

Sec. 8. Bet further enacted, That the said company 
hall also be bound to establish, erect and keep in good and 
üfficient repair for all military purposes, for the term of twenty 
ears from the said first of January, 1839, a line of milita 
sts, extending frorn the Presidio del Rio Grande to the Red 
iver, at some point above and near the Cross Timbers, which 
dline of posts shall consist of at least twenty in number, 
hd to be located upon the tracts of land hereinafter designated, 
nd to be kept up during the said term of twenty years, by 
he said company, and at its entire expense and cost. 

Sec, 4, Be it further enacted, That the said company 
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shall also be bound to establish and keep in repair, f 
the said period of twenty years, and for the publie use anj 
trade, lines of communication between each and every one g 
said posts, extending as aforesaid from the Rio Grande to the 
Red River. 

Sec. 5. Beit further enacted, That the said company 
shall also be bound and required to appoint a sufficient num 
ber of competent geologists, mineralogists and botanists to eg 
plore the whole of the country embraced within the limits d 
this Republic above the said line of posts, and shall eause th 
same to be thoroughly explored and examined as soon as the 
same can be done, and all mines of value, lying within th 
pubiic, domain above said line of posts shall be opened aM 
worked for the period of twenty years from the opening of th 
same, at ihe entire expense of said company, fifty per centum 
of the proceeds of which shall be paid into the treasury of tli 
Republic. 

Sec. 6. Be tt further enacted, That in consideration 
the performance of the duties required by said company, ther 
shall be granted to said company three millions of acres of the 
public domain of this Republic, in such tracts as are herel 
designated ; but until the said emigrants shall have beeni 
troduced and located upon said lands, as specified in the A 
section of this act, and the said line of posts and communica 
tion shall have been established, as specified in the third an 
fourth sections of this act, there shall not be granted to sai 
company any ether than a conditional title to said lands, t 
become void and of no effect if the sald emigrants shall noth 
introduced and located, and said posts and communicatia 
established as herein provided for. 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That, upon the completia 
on the part of said company of its undertaking to introduc 
and settle said emigrants, and to establish said line of pos 
and communication, as is hereby provided for, there shall b 
executed to said —— —- Basterreche and and their ass 
ciates, if any, patents conveying the absolute right and title 
this Government to the several tracts or bodies of land here! 
after specified, provided that there shall not be conveyed! 
them a larger quantity in the aggregate than three millions 0 
acres. 
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Sec, 8. Be it further enacted, That the lands to be granted 
to said Besterreche and and their associates in 
said company, if any,shall be designated and located as follows: 
Ist. A grant of 512,000 acres on the left bank of the Rio 
Grande, stretching from the San Antonio road to the Presidio, 
one hundred miles in length up said 11ver, and eight miles 1n 
breadth, upon which said tract there shall be erected three of 
said posts, 2d. A grant of 192,000 acres on the River Nueces, 
commencing thirty-nine miles above the road running from 
San Antonio to the Presidio del Rio Grande, stretching on 


inbreadth. 3d. A grant of 194,000 acres on the Rio Frio, 
commencing twenty miles above the mouth of the Aroya de 
Uvaldo, and stretching upwards on the right bank of said 
nver twenty miles in length and twelve miles in breadth, upon 
which there shali be erected one of said posts. 4th. A grant 
of 128,000 acres stretching from the right side of the Aroya 
Seco to the left side of the Aroya de Uvaldo, upon which there 
shall be erected one of said posts. Sth. A grant of 128,000 
acres on the Guadalupe River, commencing above the mouth 
of Sabine Creek and rünning up said river twenty miles in 
length and ten miles in breadth, upon which there shall be 
erected one of said posts. 6th. Three grants between the San 
Saba and Colorado Rivers, to contain in the aggregate one mil- 
lion of acres to be located as follows :—1st. The tract of land 
limited by the waters of San Saba River and its tributaries, 
from the mouth of Buffalo Creek to the source of said river;— 
2nd. The land between the San Saba and Colorado Rivers on 
the left side of the road runaing from San Antonio to Santa 
Fé, to be laid out nineteen miles in- breadth ; and, 3d, the 
lands on the right side of said road, stretching along the right 
bank ofthe Colorado River thirty miles ia length and six miles 
in breadth, upon which said three last mentioned tracts of 
land shall be erected four of said posts. 7th. A grant of 
192,000 acres, stretching from the Colorado to the Pasegone 
River on the left side of the road from San Antonio to Santa 
Fé, one hundred miles in length and three miles in breadth, 
upon which there shall be erected one of said posts. 8th. A 
grant of 294,000 acres on Red River, commencing immediately 
above the Cross Timbers and running up ‘forty-six miles in 


each side of said river, twenty-one miles in length and six miles - 
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length and ten miles in breadth, upon which there shall he 
erected one ofsaid posts. 9th. One grant of 50,000 acres, to be 
located near the head source of the Nueces River. 10th. One 
grant of 50,000 acres to be located on the Nueces River and at 
the intersection of the road running from San Antonio to the 
Presidio del Rio Grande. 11th. One grant of 50,000 acres, to 
be located near the source of the Colorado River. 12th. One 
grant of 50,000 acres, to be located on the Aguila River, thirty 
miles aboveits mouth. 13th. One.grant of 50,000 acres, to be 
located near the source of San Andres River. 14th. On» grant 
of 50,000 acres, te be located on the Brazos, thirty miles above 
the mouth of Palo Pinto River. 15th. One grant of 50,0% 
aeres to be located on Noland River, about fifty miles above its 
mouth; and, 16th, one grant of 50,000 acres, to be located 
betweeen the forks of the Trinity River, on the west side of 
the Cross Timbers, which said eight last mentioned tracts ar 
to be surveyed in a square form, having a radius of five mile 
each, and upon each one of the same there shall be erected 
one of said posts. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, That the lands specified in 
this Act, to be granted to said company, shall be free and ey 
empt from all taxes and exactions of every description what 
ever until the first day of January, 1848, and from that time 
none of said lands shall be liable to be taxed for the additional 
term of seven years, except such as are actually settled ani 
occupied. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, ‘That there shall not be 
granted by the Government of this Republic to any other in 
corporated company any of the public domain lying beyond 
the 22d degree of west longitude from the city of Washington, 
until after the expiration of twenty years from the time that 
this Act shall go into effect. 

Sec. ll. Be it further enacted, That the said 
Basterreche ,and their associates forming said company 
shall have the right to import from Europe or elsewhere, fre 
of all duties, imposts or exactions of every description what 
ever, for the term of twenty yearsfrom the passage of this Act 
all goods, wares and merchandize, necessary for conducting 
end carrying on trade-and commerce with Santa Fé, Chihu 
hna or other Mexican: towns or cities, and it shall only be ne 
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cessary for the said company, or its agents, on importiag such 
goods, wares and merchandize as are intended for said trade 
and commerce, to take an oath at the custom-heuse where the 
same are introduced, before the collector, that such goods, 
wares and merchandize are intended for said trade and com- 
m to obtain a permit for the introduction of the same free 
of duty. i UO 

Sec. 12. Be if further enacted, That the said company 
shall have the exclusive right of working all mines found on or 
within the lands granted to-said company for the term of fifty 
years from and after the passage of this Act, upon its paying: - 
into the treasury of this Republic, annually, fifteen per centum 
of the proceeds arising from said mines. 

Sec. 13. Be tt further enacted, That said company shall 
have the right to enact and pass any and all by-laws which 
may be necessary for its government and for earrying out all 
the objects contemplated by this Act, provided that no:by-law 
shall be passed by said company, which shall be opposed to, or 
in violation of, the Constitution and laws of this Republic. 


^ 


ETD 


[Page 494 of Journal.] 


January 9, 1841.— Ten o'clock. 


Dear Sır :—This morning brings the following intelli- 
gence through the kindness of Capt. Sewell, just from the 
rancho of Mr. Kinney, at the Nueces, that the enemy, three 
ays ago, approximated at that point, and the officers had an 
nterview with Col. Kinney. The express that brought two 
titers for Kinney, one from Gen. Arista,.and the other from 
en. Canales, offering protection to Kinney, and said express 
pened the plan of an attack that Gen. Arista was to make 
gainst '"'exas—that he was going first to attack, with four 
housand men, Live Oak Point, this place and Victoria, and to. 
eep it up until he could provoke the Texians to pass west of- 
he Nueces, and there concentrate all their forces against her. 
This express came back with the division of Capt. 
hich contained three hundred men. Kinney says he mada 
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a purchase of the commander of the land he lives on. The di. 
vision that was at Kinney’s rancho came for the cannon, arms 
and powder that was left at that. point. The same express 
that brought Kinney’s letters takes back letters from Kiuney's; 
but Capt. Sewell says that he does not know what they com- 
tained. They were directed to Arista and Canales. Gen. 
Arista is on this side of the Rio Grande, with four or five 
thousand men, and contemplates an attack immediately. Sir, 
on yesterday and the day before, some Mexicaus came in, but 
their information is contradictory, and I have advised Colonel 
Jordon to arrest them as spies, [handed Capt. Wells this 
express, and paid him ten dollars in'silver, out of my own 
pocket, to pay his expenses. I wrote you on;yesterday, also. 
-I hope to see the Government act without delay, and not suf- 
fer the whole frontier to fall a victim to the Mexican guilotine 
` and expose your country to imminent danger. 


Yours, 
P. DIMITT. 


[Page 519 of Journal.] 
i ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 
: | January 4, 1841. 


To His Excellency Davin G. BURNETT, 
President of the Repubtic : 

Sır :—In obedience to your order requiring a statement ol 
the liabilities of the Government for arms contracted for in the 
United States, I have’ the honor to reply : That an order wa 
issued by the late Hon. Secretary of War, bearing date 29th 
May, 1839, and another dated 7th June, of the same year, di 
recting the Colonel of Ordnance to contract with Messrs. Try 
on, Son & Co. in the first, for five hundred mnskets, and the 
second for one thousand, making together fifteen hundred 
muskets, which was accordingly done and the contract closed 
at twelve dollars each, 

During the month of May, of the same year, experiments 
were made, by order, with the different manufactures of revolv 
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mg rifles, and other small arms differing from the common 
musket. 'Fhis resulted in the recommendation of Jinks’ rifle, 
with some alterations ; and two hundred and fifty were ac- 
cordingly ordered. They will cost twenty-three dollars and 
cighty cents each. 

The arms first mentioned would have been delivered long 
since, but for the epidemic which prevailed throughout-the 
United States, during the year before mentioned. Messrs. 
Tryon, Son & Co. asked for further time to complete their 
contract, which was granted. ‘The rifles ordered from Mr. 


August last. Capt. Pennoyer has advanced fourteen hundred 
dollars for the Government on account of that order. 
The payments and liabilities of the Government will then 
stand thus :— 
Payments for Tryows Muskets. 
13 cases, 860 muskets, received and paid for, $11,161 15 


es To be paid for. 

32 cases, 640 muskets, (Tryon’s), - 88414 90 

13 cases, 250 rifles, (Jinks?), - - 6,401 14 
- Amount still due, - $14,816 04 


—— 


This amount may beshghtly augmented" by contingent ex- 
üses, such as storage, &c. &c. (the Government having 
eglected complying with its part of the contract, not having 
romptly received and paid for Jinks’ rifles.) 

In answer to your enquiry as to the necessary stores, &c., 
ejuired by this Department for the current year, I have the 
onor to enclose a copy of the estimate which accompanied 
y report to the Hon. Secretary of War. ‘This, your Excel- 
ney will perceive, includes all which will be required. The 
peclal enquiry to which I have been directed is answered by 
ne following extract from that report, viz :— 

00 kegs gun-powder, cannon, musket and rifle, $19,250 00 
1000 pigs Jead—60,120 Ibs, - - - 3,156 30 

000 flint, - + - - = + = 22500 


cas 


< - $22,631 30 


ZA Q 


hnks factory have been ready, and in New-Orleans, since . . 
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I must solicit the patiente of your Excellency for the pur. 
pose of another extract from that report, inasmuch as it has 
. not been printed, and probably not seen by you. 

Eziract.—* The necessary expenses of the current year 
will depend entirely upon the action of Congress as regards 
the Department. If an armory of construction be decided 
upon, the necessary buildings, machinery, &c., will require a 
liberal appropriation. Drawings and plans, with ,a view to 
that object have been prepared, and are now in this office, and 
held subject to orders. The estimates of cost will depend 
much upon the location of the works, the power and the style 
of architecture. 

“Should it be deemed necessary to continue an armory for 
repairs of artillery and small arms only, a comparative small 
amount of appropriation —say eight thousand dollars par me 
ney, exclusive of the cost of public buildings, will be repuired 

I have the honor to be, 
Yery respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
[Signed] _ GEORGE W. HOCKLEY, 
. Colonel of Ordnance. 


rn 


Estimate of the Ordnance Department for the year 184l. 


Cost of quarters and kitchens for officers and men 
(frame)—calculations made in conformity to 


regulations, - - - - = $4,500 
Fence, -  - - X - - ~ - 643 0 
Cost of building for the preservation of arms in their 

racks and swings, - - - - - 1,200 


Additional blacksmith’s shop & forge for construction, 800 

Incidental expenses for tools, &c., $8,000, T. M, 

Shot for one 22 pounder, 2,200 Ibs, at 10ets per 1b, — 220 
* one 94 s 2400 «* « « 240 
* one 6, & 600 59 ^* e 60 


Amount carried over, $7,668 
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Am/nt bro't forward, $7,663 Q0 
Shot for two 4 pounders, 800 lbs., at 10 cts. per lb, | 80 00 
« two 18 pounders, 3,600 Ibs, « « 306 00 
* one 8 inch howitzer, 8, 000 Ibs. « i 800 00 
Canister and grape, 31,600 Ibs., at 18 cts. per lb., 5,688 00 
3,500 kegs gunpowder, cannon, rifle and musket, 


à 4 c 


Amount carried over, $43,411 00 


at Y 50 per keg, - . 19,250 00 
1,000 pigs lead —weight 60, 120 Ibs.—at 5: ace pr. lb. 3, 156 30 
60,000 flints, at $4,50 per m, -  - - . 995 00 
- 60 bolts flannel, at $20 per bolt, - - 1,200 00 
2,500 sabots, averaging 5 cts. per sabot, - - 125 00.. 
i0, 000 empty canisters, “at $6 per hundred, - 600 00 
80 port-fire stocks, at 90 cts, S d - - 72 00 
80 lint stocks, at 90 ets., - - - - 72 00 
5,000 feet match-rope, at 20 cts, "NC - - 1,000 00 
1000 port-fire, at 40 ets., - > - -~ A00 00 
000 priming-tubes, SENE - - - 400 00 
100 tube boxes,at S] 70, - - - - 17000 
200 haversacks, at $2 20, - - - - 440 00 
120 priming-wires, at 25 cts,  - = - - 30 OU 
500 thumb-stalls, at 20-cts., - - 100 00 
100 port-fire cases and cutters, at $3 25, - 325 00 
60 tompions and collars, at 60 cts., - - 36 00 
60 lead aprons and straps, at 40 cts, >~ - 24 00 
60 tarpaulins, at $2 30, ^ - 2 - 188 00 
60 prolongs, at $6 50, - - - - 390 00 
80 sponge covers, at 50 ets., - - - 40 00 
60 sponge buckets, at $3 50, - - - 210 Q0 
80 sponges and rammers, at $1 90, - - 15200 
80 ladles and worms, at $2, - - «+ 160 00 
80 priming horns, at 70 cts. - - 56 00 
50 Ibs. & copper wire for ramrods, at 75 ets., 37 50 
200 ibs. copper tacks, at 75 ets, -  - - 150 00 
500 bundles tacks for nailing sabots, at 5 cts., 25 00 
3 boxes block tin, at $14 50, - - - A3 50 
100 Ibs. double double nails, at 8 Rn - . 800 
200 « 12d nails at 8 cts, — - - = 3600 
£00 * 10d do.  «* - = = = 80-00 


A aale anar 
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: Anmnt prot fora. $43, E Yt 
12,000 lbs, Sd do. Bets, - 


800 « 6d do. " - - Ew 64 0 

600 «* 4d do. 4 - - P í 48 f 
10,000 needles, - - " : E " 25 

1,000 Ibs. thread, at 2b ets. — - - - - .. 250 00 


50 * emery, (0), at 10 cts, ~ 2o on 5 it 
50 * emery,(1) « - - BE 058 
50 * sulphur, at 6 cts., - - - - 
12 * saltpetre, at 40 cts, —- - =- > 
6 * antimony, at $1, - - - - 
25 " glue, first quality, - - - - 
- 1 dozen 11 inch flat files, fine cut, - e 
2 gallons olive oi, - = - ^- - 
4 gallons lamp oil, - - - - Š 
1 set of € augers, - - - - - - 
1 set of framing chisols, - - - - 
1 moulding plane, - - "D 
1 pair of grooving planes  - 8. om ots 
1 two-feet rale ^ - - - - = - 
1 iron square, - - - - - - 
I spoke-shave, - - - - - - 
1 sett of tenant saws, - - - - - 
i dove-tail saw, - - - - - - 
i compass-saw, - -t oc - . - 
1 key-hole saw. - - - - - - 
1 hand-saw, - - - - - - 
3 paint-brushes, - - - - - - 
16 gallons linseed od, - - - - - 
100 Ibs. white lead, ground, 
25 " putty, - - - - - 
2 * ]ampblack, - - - - - - 
8 gallons spirits Dupentue - 5 ee 
4 Tbs. litharge, - -~ JEN 
4 « prussate of potash, - - - - 
2 * salamoniac, - z MEE: - c 


t 02 
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RECAPITULATION. 


$44,348 10 par funds. : 
5,000 00 ‘Texas promissory notes, 


. I hereby certify that the above estimate is founded on the 
best data that could be obtained, and together with that on file 
m this Department. 

[Signed]: GEO. W, HOCKLEY, ^ 


Col. Ordnance. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, 


( 
October 24, 1840. V 


Report of Committee on Finance. 
[Page 560 of Journal.] 


To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 
reports of the various Bureaux of the Treasury Department, 
have examined, the same, and finding them too voluminous 
for publication, have instructed me to make a synopsis or 
statistical table from the same, shewing, in a condensed, form, 
allthat would, perhaps, be of interest to the Hon. Congress ; 
which table, marked A, is herewith presented as a part of this 
report. 

The various petitions, joint resolutions, bills and enquiries 
touching the propriety of abolishing the tariff, repealing the 
loan and funding laws, altering and amending the direct tax- 
law, &c. &c., have been taken under review by your Com- 
mittee. Some of these laws, namely—the loan laws have 
ready been acted on in the House of Representatives. The 
funding law, your Committee are of opinion, should not be 
tepealed, as it is evident the Government is not in a situation 
to redeem her liabilities, and as such, it is all important that 
ume should be gained for their final redemption. There is 
no plan which suggests itself to your Committee so appro- 
piate to the situation ofthe Government, weighed down and 
embarrassed in her energies by a press of pecuniary liabilities 
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entirely beyond her means of payment. Your Committee, 

therefore, confidently hope that due reflection will be given to - 
the propriety and absolute necessity of continuing the law to | 
consolidate and fund the liabilities of Government ; and in 
stead of repealing the law, that additional facilities be given 
to it, as, in the opinion of your Committee, itis the only means 
by which the Government can escape bankruptey. — — 

The Tariff.—'Dhe tariff has been a subject of complaint 
from the incipient stages of the Government until the present 
time. Your Chairman, while performing the duties of Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, was unfortunately compelled to meet and 
sustain that question at every session of Congress ; and now, 
as Chairman of the Committee on F'inance,it appears, from pe- 
. titions, resolutions, &c. &c., to be imperative that something 
should be said on the propriety or impropriety of its final abo- 
ition. Your Committee would here suggest that the princi. 
pal complaints as to the inconveniences and onerous bearing of 
the tariff, have ever been made by citizens living to the east of 
the River Trinity. The statistical table, accompanying this 
report, will shew whether the eastern or western portions of 
. Texas should have the greatest cause of complaint. A report 

made to Congress in 1838 by your Chairman, while perform 
ing the duties of Secretary of the Treasury, in responding to 
a resolution of that body, on that and various other subjects, 
might be here referred to, as his views then were the same in 
substance, as they would be now on that particular subject. 

Your Chairman, in the communication referred to, goes on 
to make the following comparison: “Ihe tariff is a subject of 
the deepest interest to the community ; and the prosperity of 
_ the country, for a few years, must in a great degree depend 
‘upon it. [tis not, however, pretended that the system, as H 
now is, is free from imperfections. Legislation, from time to 
time, will correct those imperfections ; and the country will, 
in a few years, derive a revenue from that source alone suffi 
ctent for allits wants. 

All civilized nations concur in the opinion, that duties levied 
on importations is a tax, more just and equal in its operation, 
and more cheerfully submitted to by the people, than a tax 
imposed in any other manner. "The duties on those articles 
absolutely necessary for the subsistence of the poor man and 
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jhe laborer “should be as light as possible; whilst all-articles 
of luxury, aud those that are not indispensable should be taxed 
at such a rate as to give the country a revenue, the burthen of 
which would reasonably fall on the rich, and those who are 
able to pay. In our country it is the only tax that can, with 
certainty, be collected, to such an extent as would be benefi- 
cial to the Government, The abolition or reduction of the 
present rate of duties would bring with it, as a necessary con- 
sequence, a great inerease in the importation of merchandize, 
and, as a further consequence, take from the country, all the 
means requisite to its prosperity. 


her vast resources. Our climate, our soil, and our products 
ate the sure basis of future wealth and prosperity ; and until 
the time arrives, when our exports shall be equal to our im- 
ports, it is the province of wisdom to discourage any importa- 
tion that is not indispensable to the comfort and necessities of 
the people. ‘The rate of duties fixed by law are lower than 
those of any other nation. If we take off those duties, we per- 
mit all nations to bring to us their products without charges, 
whilst, at the same time, we can send nothing to them without 
paying a tax. Even our cotton is taxed in the United States 
atthe rate of three cents per pound, and nearly as much in 
Great Britain and France. 

The prejudice, if any there be that exists in the community, 
against the tariff, has proceeded more from the depreciation of 
our currency, than from any other cause ; except, perhaps, the 
very principle itself. In making sales of merchandize, the 
importer must necessarily take into view the value of the mo- 
ney he receives, at the place where he renews his purchases. 

Those, however, who oppose that mode of taxation on prin- 
ciple, should reflect and consider its real necessity, particularly 
n our situation, as it is clear that the Government must be 
pported. And it is idle to think that we can consummate 
ur revolution, and perfect our institutions without sacrifices, 
th personal and pecuniary. In our case we have suffered 
ess than we had a right to expect. The burthens incident to. 


teady pursuit, now, of a wise policy in relation to our re- 
nues, will soon render any further sacrifices unnecessary.—. 


^ "o. > A WR. rn 


Our country, as yet, has not had time to bring into action > 


ur situation have been cheerfully borne by the people, and a: 
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It is not, however, intended by these remarks to affect any 
other mode of taxation which the counsels of the nation may 
think advisable. 

As a general rule, direct taxation, however equitably ap. 
plied, is odious in all countries ; in our case, and in our situa- 
tion, it is a tax that cannot be relied on with certainty. The 
troubles on our frontier, the scattered condition of our popu- 
lation, and the want of resources, render 1t, in many instances, 
impossible for our citizens, to pay promptly, if they can pay 
at all, a tax necessary to our wants. It would be unjust to 
sell the lands of the poor man, who had suffered all the priva- 
tions, hardships and dangers incident to the settlement of a 
new country in a state of revolution. The result would be, 
the rich would become richer, and the poor become poorer; 
whilst, at the same time, it would create great dissatisfaction 
in that numerous, useful and efficient portion of our popula. 
tion. A steady pursuit, now, of a wise system of duties on 
importations, will. in a few years, render all taxation unnece: 
sary, or reduce it so much as not to be onerous to any one.— 
We aught not to indulge in the vision that it has been reserved 
for us to make the discovery that a Government can be estab- 
lished and supported, or an army and navy kept in employ- 
ment and paid, without taxation or other resources! — Even 
should we succeed in borrowing money, the interest must be 
paid, and there is no way of doing this, except by taxation in 
some form or other ; and I am fully convinced, from all the 
reflection I have been able to bestow on the subject, that duties 
on importations, is the safest, and most certain mode, more 
easily collected, more cheerfully borne by the people, and iti 
the mode adopted by all civilized nations, as best calculated 
to render certain the collection of money to pay the disburse- 
ments authorized by law. 1 would not have it understood, by 
the foregoing remarks, that Y was at all opposed to direct tax 
ation ; both should be continued, at least, until the loan can 
be effected’ When this anticipated measure can be accom 
plished, a new financial system may be projected, which may, 
in a great degree, lessen the burthens of the people. In com 
paring, however, the advantages of direct and indirect taxe 
tion, the experience of modern times has fully demonstrated 
the superiority of the latter. The present system. "however, 
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seems illy arranged, and calculated to defeat, in a great mea- 
sure, the objects intended by the Congress. That, however, 
your Committee conceives, can be greatly remedied by arrang- 
mg the collection of that branch of our revenue, by render- 
ing it less expensive in its collection. If the people will 
not consent to defray the expenses of their Government, by & 
duty properly regulated, it is hopeless to attempt by.direct 
xation alone. The history of the world will not furnish an 
example in our favor. 

No people can expect to pass through a political revolution 

wd achieve for themselves a name and a place among the na- 
tons of the earth, without large sacrifices, pecuniary and per- 
onal. These are the price of the achivement—liberty and 
independence its reward. 
Your Committee having taken a cursory view of the pro- 
piety of abolishing the tariff, by making some comparisons 
between the two modes of taxation, will diop that subject for 
ihe present, and will again resume it, by making a few further 
remarks in their proper place. 

The next subject which presents itself to your Committee 
s the correspondence from his Excellency the President, rela- 
üveto the loan. It will be recollected that, by a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, his Excellency was called on to 
furnish that body with a copy of the contract, or terms, entered 
into with the Commissioners, Messrs. Burnley and Hamilton, 
on that subject. Your Committee have carefully examined 
the reply made by his Excellency, setting forth, in the first 
lace, an interview had by himself and Cabinet, in conjunction 
with Gen. Hamilton, one of the Commissioners, on that sub- 
ect. At the Cabinet meeting alluded to, he states that certain 
üpulations were arranged respecting the terms upon which 
he loan should be negotiated; which stipulations were en- 
tred in memoranda, with a view to draw up a contract in ac- 
ordance with the provisions of the same. The further ma- 
mgemetit of the mattei, for its final completion, was entrusted 
? his Secretary of the Treasury, the Hou. R G. Dunlap, who 


mm 


o file itin thé proper Department. His Excellency then goes 

n to state what his recollection of the terms was, and refers 
* the instructions of the Secretary of the Treasury to ths 
AAA 


ther did not complete it, as directed, or otherwise neglected . 
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Commissioners, frons time to time, in confirmation of his re. 
collection of the terms agreed on with the Commussioners.— 
Your Committee, however, can see but little analogy between 
the stipulations set forth by his Excellency, as having been 
partially agreed to, and left to be carried out by his Secretary; 
which stipulations, it appears, have not been carried out, as 
seems to have been intended. The instructions, subsequently 
emanating from the Secretary, do not, in the view of your 
Committee, eorrespond with what his Excellency seems to 
have uuderstood as the stipulations entered into between the 
Government and the Loan Commissioners. 

Your Committee, therefore, from a careful review of the 
subject, are constrained to come to the conclusion, that if a 
. loan should be effected, the advantages derived from it would 
be much greater in favor of the negotiators than the Govern. 
ment, The prospects of obtaining a loan seem reduced t 
almost a certainty, provided your Committee was not rather 
ineredulous. 'The country, for the past few years, has been 
so much flattered with the seeming prospects of foreign assis 
tance, in the way of a loan, that but little regard seems to have 
been paid to the establishment and support of domestic credit 
More injury has already resulted to the country in the miscon 
ceived utility of obtaining a loan, particularly on terms % 
onerous, than would be sufficient to overbalance every advan 
tage which could possibly accrue by its acquisition. In time 
of peace, the country, with judicious management, ought to 
able to sustain, at least, her civil institutions, without the a 
of foreign assistance. Our agents abroad, endeavoring to ne 
gotiate a loan, ostensibly for the use of the Government, o 
the last advices, appeared sanguine of success,—and a sho 
time will probably solve the problem. Your Committee d 
not deem it necessary to speculate on matters so problematical 
if, however, our agents should be so unfortunate as to m 
with success, it is deemed expedient that this Congress shou 
determine what disposition should be made of it, in order tl 
the people (who will, at least, have to provide for the intere 
and perhaps for the principal, ultimately) may derive from 1! 
use the greatest possible benefit, Your Committee are 
opinion that it should not be used except for emergencies, pal 
ticularly, as long as there remains any prospect of war ini 
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country. ‘That being settled and at an end, your Chairman 
vould intimate the propriety —provided a loan should be pro: 
cured of an amount sufficient to warrant the attempt—of estab- 
ishing a particular description of Loan Office, on a plan 
mtirely new, with a view to facilitate particularly the agricul- 
ral interests of the country, upon which every thing else 
must depend. Your Chairman is no favorite of banking insti- 
tions, as conducted in modern times; nor would he pretend 

recommend the establishment of any visionary or specula- 
ive project, which might be calculated, in the most remote 


upon its operations to the general community. One of the 
pincipal obstacles to the usefulness of banks—even when 
cmducted on the most honest and correct principles—to the 
gricultural part of the community,—that part on which the 
rosperity of most countries depends, —is, that the banks being, 
br the most part, bound to prompt payment themselves, cannot 
ord to extend long credits on distant mortgages of land or 
eal estate, which is the only security that many of the agri- 
tultural classes could be able to furnish. For that reason, 
your Chairman is not willing to condemn, wholly, an expe- 
lent in a new country where the agricultural interests may 
uire the stimulus of particular credit, that might not be 
eeded in old countries. Although he will not admit that the 
ple in any country want a circulating medium, which, he 
Is satisfied, can be made to appear; yet, it is certain that 
ur people do want something, and that is particular credit.— 
here are many, individuols, whose energies are paralyzed or 
mited for want of stock or credit, who, 1f they were properly 
isted in those respects, might do signal service to themselves 
nd to their country. Your Chairman is well aware that a 
cing institution, however honestly conducted, could not 
sustained in the country at present, which, if necessary, he 
uld shew by proof beyond the possibility of contradiction. 
e, however, deems it unnecessary to discuss that subject on 
? present occasion. i 
Your Chairman begs leave to make a few crude remarks, 
ching the propriety of establishing, upon a permanent basis, 
ystem of credit calculated to afford facilities to the agricul- 
tál portion of the community, on whose successful exertions 


— 
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degree, to prove the least iujurious in the results, consequent © ' 
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everything else must mainly depend. ‘The first thing to be 
considered is, whether the country needs, or would be bene. 
fitted by, the proposed facility. Your Chairman is willmg to 
admit, that in old countries, fully settled, and where the in. 
habitants are fully employed in agriculture, manufactures and 
internal commerce, with little foreign trade, any addition to 
the trae money would be unnecessary or pernicious. Tisis 
probably the state of China, and perhaps many other countries, 
On the coutrary, if a country has an extensive and; compl. 
cated commerce, and much land to settle and improve, the 
facilitating of commerce and extending of credit, might he 
highly beneficial. A judicious emission of paper, or credit, 
confined entirely to the way of a Loan Office, properly ar 
ranged, might be of essential benefit in accelerating the settle- 
ment aud improvement of the soil. And this admission will 
apply as well to the present circumstances of ‘Texas, as it could 
eyer have been applied to any other country—with this ad. 
vantage to shun the rocks on which others have been wrecked. 
The ends to be aimed at are, the facilitating of agricultural 
and commercial interests, by extending credit to those who 
are most likely to make a proper use of it. The plan shouldbe 
so conceived as that the increase of the circulating medium 
should be as little as possible, consistently with the ends. kt 
should be perfectiy secure, so as to create an absolute confi 
dence, leaving its reception entirely to the inclination and it 
terests of the receivers. This system certainly would be far 
preferable to the suicidal policy heretofore pursued by the 
Government, in the issue of the promisory notes. It is true 
our Congress has not thought proper to go as far,—to make 
available and enforce this issue on the country—as some 0 
the states ip our sister Republic have done; though I adim 
that I have seen the attempt.several times made, fortunately 
however, for the credit of the country, without success. | 
would be a matter of real curiosity in Texas,—and a matte 
about which much speculation might be got up,—to see debtor 
pursuing their creditors with avidity to force payment npo 
them. Your Chairman can well remember, however, to hav 
seenthatstraage and ludicrous inversion of the nature of things 
For several years together, your Chairman recollect to hav 
seen, in early life, creditors evading their debtors, and th 
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debtors seeking theim with assiduity, and paying them without 
mercy, 2 + « 

Your Chairman will now make a few remarks touching the 
propriety of issuing the promisory notes of the Government— 
the impoliey of a further continuance of the issue—the evils 
p the country, consequent upon 1t—and lastly, recommend 
such a remedy, as to him may seem consistent. 

In approaching a subject so abstruse, arduous and compli- 
cated, your Chairman is well aware of his inability to-treat a 
subject of such vital importance with that judgment and saga- 
tity which ean be acquired alone by much reflection and prac- 
tical observation. 

Your Chauman will assume the position, that the Congress, 
atthe time they passed the Jaw, authorizing the issue to a 
limited extent, must have intended it to operate as a circulating 
medium for the countiy. The monetary affairs of the United 
States, at that time, were very much deranged ; and this coun- 
ty was literally flooded with spurious and depreciated paper, 
purporting to be money, from that quarter. To counteract 
that evil, the honorable Congress, it way be presumed, anthor- 
ized the first issue, with a view to arm their citizens against 
the invasion of foreign swindlezs, which was by no means un- 
common in those days. -That issue, as your Chairman be- 
lieves, amounted to perhaps $600,000, which went at par, or 
nearly so, until additional issues were ordered, from time to 
time, which had the effect—produced by a natural cause—of 
reducing the value in proportion to the amount issued ; so 
that the whole amonnt—say $3,000,000, which seems to be 
how out—is worth no more in the market than the amount 
frst issued. This may be considered a species of financial 
gambling, a one-sided game, at which the Government must 
inevitably lose continuously, as she has unfortunately placed 
herself on ihe wrong side of the table. 

Your Chairman, having assumed the position that Congress 
authorized the first issue with a view to create a circulating 
medium, as (from circumstanées before alluded to) they may 
have deemed it necessary, disavows, however, any such ne- 
tessity. The very meaning of the term “circulating medium,” 
your Chairman is of opinion. is frequently misunderstood, or 
ofen misapplied. From the theory of money, as exhibited by 
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your Chairman cannot allow that it is to supply the place ofa 
circulating medium, because it is superabundant, aud, as such, 
injurious and unnecessary. Nor can he allow that a supera- 
bundance of gold and silver in a community would be of great 
advantage to every body. The poverty of poor people ora 
poor nation would be just the same, though there were a 
hundred times as much gold and silver in circulation as there 
now is. For when silver was as plenty as stones in Jerusalem 
(and I have been informed, Mr. Speaker, it was a pretty stoney 
place) in Solomon's time, it is added as a necessary conse. 
quence, “that tt was nothing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon.” Of course, like the iron money of Lycurgus, it 
took a great deal of it to buy a little. 

It may be asked, what are the proper uses of paper substi- 
tuted for money? They are, according to the views of your 
Chairman, the following :—namely: first—fox facilitating 
commerce; second—for anticipating property, or extending 
credit, which, your Chairman humbly conceives, on the bap- 
pening of contingencies, could be advantageously effected 
through the agency of 2 properly regulated Loan Office. 

As to the first, 3t cannot be denied that all merchantile trans- 
actions, both internal and external, must be greatly expedited 
by the employment of a paper substituted for gold and silver. 
Whether the use of bills of exchange would answer all such 
purposes as well, and be liable to fewer evils than paper money, 
need not be discussed in this place. 

A second use of paper, in commerce, is to extend credit — 
And this must be the principal advantage which can be safely 
derived from the use of paper money, circulating generally, 
and doing the office of gold and silver. 

The evil which may arise from the issuing of paper, as the 
representative of gold and silver, and used as a medium, seems 
not to be well understood even by its advocates. Your Char- 
man conceives it to be this :—All paper introduced into circu- 
lation, and obtaining creditas gold and silver, adds to the me- 
dium; and thereby,as a natural consequence, increases the 
price of industry aad its fruits ; that is, it increases the price of 
the industry from which the profits of commerce are expected ; 
and this, of course, will make those profits less. But the cost 
which you pay for servants, tools, provisions, rent of land, &c. 
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jessens that profit; and it is this which is increased by in- - 
creasing the circulating medium, and not the other. This 
consequence is unavoidable, and follows as certainly from 
good paper as bad,-—or rather more certainly, for the medium 
is inereased only by that which obtains credit. And further, 
the interest ofthe people, who use paper as the representative 
of money, suffers also from this cause in another way :—that, 
while their paper does not pass among other nations, their 
gold and silver are drawn off to make all foreign paymerts; 
leaving them to pay the high prices in paper for the industry 
upon which their future profits depend. Of this the present 
condition of Texas furnishes distressing proof. And as long 
as the balance of trade is so greatly against us, a paper me- 
dium, seemingly supplied to fill the vacuum, must have a di-- 
rect tendency to send from amongst us the precious metals.— 
There is no contending against the nature of things. Matters 
of commerce, and the things naturally appendant and con- 
nected with it, have, long since, been settled, as immutable 
aud permanent. On the principles of philosophy, water will 
seek its level, and just as certainly will the gold and silver be 
banished from our country by the increase of paper, represent- 
ing money. This would, indeed, be the inevitable conse- 
quence if the paper emitted were ever so good: namely—to 
raise prices—to lessen profits, and to banish gold and silver.— 
The attempt, however, to make unavailable or bad money,— 
that 1s, paper which cannot be advantageously used in com- 
merce, to pass as a circulating medium, tends, in a very ex- 
traordinary degree, to the stagnation of commerce and the 
entire prostration of credit. 

In Europe there is no other paper used as money than that 
ofbanking companies. Such a thing as the Government 
stamping paper, to pass current for coin there, was never heard 
of The English Government has always preferred paying 
inlerest upon the immense sums borrowed by it to issuing pa- 
per without value for money—(not, however, Mr. Speaker, on 
the terms upon which Texas seems willing to contract loans.) 
Itis said to be true that James the second attempted something 
like it, when he coined base metal and affixed a price to if by 
proclamation : a project contemptible in contrivance, and abor- 
tive in execution. Therefore, let Texas not follow eyil council. 
BBR 
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Gold and silver constitute—owing to their rareness—a 
standard circulating medium throughout the civilized world, 
by which all commodities of traffic are compared. Money, 
having as one of its essential qualities an intrinsic—that 1s, a 
commercial value, must be, not only a sign and standard or 
medium of commerce, but is also itself a commodity or subject 
of commerce. Its value as a standard, does—and must al- 
ways follow—accommodate itself to its value as a commodity. | 
Hence, it follows that money must be subject to every rule 
that other commodities are subject to, in buying and” selling. 
It must rise and fall in price, according to the quantity that 1s 
brought to market compared with the demand that there is 
for it. If a greater quantity of money is brought into a 
country than may be needed for its use in commerce—even 
though brought by the fairest and most honorable means, 
namely, increasing industry and profitable trade—it will have 
the effect of raising the price of other commodities in general, 
and of industry, which is the true source of all commodities. 
Men, however, are apt to view this in a wrong light; one 
commodity may rise or fall by its own plenty or seareeness, 
but when there is a great or general rise of prices of all 
commodities, it would be, at least, as proper, or rather more 
z0, to say that money had fallen, than that goods had risen. 

Many vizws seem to be entertained, and many reasons as- 
signed, why the promissory notes of the Government have so 
greatly depreciated. And not a few attribute it to the want of 
an acknowledgement of our independence by Mexico, and seem 
to consider it as a matter imperative on us to make a war of 
invasion on that country, as the only alternative to recuperate 
our credit and relieve the country from her peeuniary embar- 
rasstients. Your Chairman considers no proposition in phi- 
losophy better settled than this: that similar causes will pro- 
duce similar effects, without regard to time or place. By 
referring to the history of the United States of the North, your 
Chairman can recite a case directly in point, which must be 
fresh in the recollection of all. The old continental money, 
issued by the Congress of that country during the revolution- 
ary struggle, furnishes a case directly analagous to our own 
at present, as it respects our own issues. History clearly 
shews the ruinous effects of legislation during the war of the 
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revolution, when they undertook to increase the amount of the 

circulating “medium by excessive emissions of paper money, ` 
and demonstrates clearly that its amazing depreciation was not 
owing to the disaffection of the 'T'ories to the cause of the Con- 
gress, nor to the counterfeiting and arts of enemies to destroy 
its credit or to render it suspicious ; that jealousy and suspi- 
cion had nothing to'do in raising the prices of goods, for 
if I meet with a suspicious piece of money, I do no: raise 
the price of my goods, but refuse to sell them. lt appears 
very clear that this was the case with those who doubted the 
money of Congress during the war. Nor was it from the 
gloomy prospects of success in the struggle for independence ; 
for it is plain, that, during the years 1776 and 1777, the cause - 
was most doubtful and its enemies most numerous. Yet, dur- 
ing that time, the currency of the money was very general, 
and the depreciation slow; whereas, in the three followin 

years, when the confidence of success was greatly increase 

from foreign alliances, the depreciation was accelerated in an 
alarming degree, but that it was simply the effect of a proper 
cause—the regular operation of well-established commercial 
principles ; that the result would have been the same, or even 
worse, if as many millions of silver dollars, as there were of 
paper money had been forced into circulation ; that, as it was, 
the currency and prices of goods were seriously affected only 
in the United States, whereas, if it had been current abroad, it 
would have affected the general circulating medium of the 
whole commercial world ; that the depreciation of the value 
or price of money is brought about just as that of other com- 
mercial commodities, and pretty much by-the same degrees ; 
that these steps are not regular and equable as in arithmetical 
progression, but rapid and increasing, so as soon to get beyond 
all computation. If there is, in any country, but one-tenth 
more of any commodity than there is a demand for, the price 
will fall probably more than one-half; if there is double or 
treble the quantity needed, it will hecome what merchants call 
a drug that cannot be sold at all. It is said that Spain has 
been impoverished in this way by her immense and rapid ac- 
quisitions of gold and silver. It seems, after the discovery of 
their rich mines, they thought that gold and silver would pro- 
cure them everything without working. They seemed te 
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forget, however, that the more they had ofit, the more they 
wonld have to pay to those who worked for them. 

A paper currency, such as bank notes, bills of credit or such 
as the promissory notes of this Government, now so greatly de- 
preciated, cannot, nor ought not be called or considered ag 
money atall Itis barely a sign without possessing any de- 
finite standard of value, and is, therefore, essentially defective 
as a medium of universal commerce, In adapting a remedy 
to a general want, it is important, in the first place, to ascer- 
tain precisely, if possible, what that want is; secondly, to ascer- 
tain whether there is a remedy, and, thirdly, the practicability 
of its application, And I think it has or could be made pretty 
clearly to appear, that there would be plenty of money in the 
country, if we had enough of the fruits of well-directed indus- 
try, with which to buy money ; that we have as much money 
as we are entitled to as a nation, which is just the amount of 
gold and siiver, promissory notes of the Government, &c., in 
circulation amongst us; that if we had ever so much more, 
obtsined by the unholy pillage of all the churches of Mexico, 
and abstracting all the revenue of the priesthood of that coun- 
try, or by whatever means acquired, we could not keep it in 
the country, while the balance of trade is so fearfully against 
us. Itis clear we must pay for what we import with such 
money as will answer for the purposes of commerce, provided 
we have not sufficient exports to meet the demand, All new 
countries, for a time, must, from the nature of things, suffer 
those inconveniences ;—and Texas has no particular right to 
complain. The quantity of gold and silver at any time ina 
nation is no evidence of national wealth, unless we take into 
consideration the way in which it came there, and the possi- 
bility of its continuing. No paper of any kind is, properly 
speaking, money. Gold and silver, fairly acquired, and likely 
to continue, are real national as well as personal wealth. 

The cry that is heard, daily in the streets, of the scarcity of 
money, is generally putting the effect for the cause, It is by 
no means uncommon to hear the complaint, that money has 
become so scarce that no business can be done, which, in the | 
opinion of your Chairman, Mr. Speaker, should be this: be- 
cause no available or proper business is done, there is no mo- 
ney. Though, like many other causes and effects, their influ- 


121 


ence is reciprocal, That an increase in the quaitity of current 
money will have an effect in raising the price of industry, and 
bring goods dearer to market, is clear. So if paper money be 
made to constitute o part of the currency which will not pass 
among other nations, it must remain, while gold and silver 
find their way to other countries, 1f, as with us, there should 
2a balance of trade against the persons using the paper mo- 
ney, Of this, Mr. Speaker, Texas has, at present, most dis- 
essing proof, Our remedy, therefore, for the want of money 
is very simple and very plain, and perfectly practicable. It is 
for every individual to seek out some useful employment, and 
to engage in it with persevering energy and industry, "Vo 
constitute a country cr a Government it requires many people, ' 
and them in a prosperous condition. With such a population 
in Texas a Government has nothing to fear. 

A Government, expecting to do without foreign assistance, 
must, as a matter of course, from the very nature of things, 
depend solely upon the energies and enterprize of her own 
citizens. Their own productive labor on their own soil is the 
surest, the deepest and best guarantee to the final success of 
Texas. Any other method which may be devised may suc- 
ceed or not, as circumstances may direct. Your Chairman, 
however, can recommend no measure which would be calen- 
lated in its operative effects to be productive of evil in the 
country, or which would be at variance with the principles, 
which, in the opinion of your Chairmain, have Jong since been 
settled down as immutable and beyond the control of circum- 
stances. l 

Your Chairman has always viewed the promissory note law ` 
aan impolitie and injudicious measure, brought about by 
hasty and inconsiderate legislation, The evils produced to 
the country by it are now apparent to-all, | 

The foregoing remarks your Chairman thinks sufficient to 
satisfy the Hon. Congress, that any additional issue would not 
only be ruinous, but would serve as a proof to the world that 
Texas has determined to repudiate her own credit, with a view 
fo take advantage of her creditors, by refusing entirely to 
tedeem her liabilities. ‘The Government is much embar- 
assed in a pecuniary point of view, unfortunately brought 
about by hasty and impolitic measures; yet your Chairman 
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is well satisfied, from a thorough investigation of the subject, 
that the embarrassments complained of have been produced 
from causes, which, on the principles of philosophy, cannot 
fail to produce their effects. 

Texas, as a country, has never been in a condition so pros- 
perous as at the present time. It must be admitted, however, 
that the Government barque has been, by some means or other, 
run into shoal water, and now requires a skilful pilot to navi 
gate her out, or otherwise she must sustain more or less injury. 
‘ She may be stranded, Mr. Speaker, but in the ovinion of your 
Chairman, there 1s no 1eason to apprehend a total wreck. If, 
however, that should happen, it will be totally unnecessary to 
abandon, or enter a protest, as from correspondence, now be- 
fore your Committee, it would seem that the civilized world 
had been raked over, without, as yet, our being able to procure 
underwriters. Your Chairman views her situation, as it re- 
spects her pecuniary embarrassments, as a skilful physician 
would view a sick patient. In the first place, he ascertains 
the nature of the malady, and the ability of the constitution; 
and if the diséase 1s of a corresponding character, he may resort 
to amputation ; but if, on investigation, he ascertains that the 
disease has become so disseminated through the system that 
amputation would endanger life or inflict a severe shock on the 
constitution, common sense and common prudence would die- 
tate mild and efficacious remedies, calculated to work the dis- 
ease out by degrees, without inflicting any incurable wound on 
the constitution. This, Mr. Speaker, your Chairman would 
call prudence. Hence, it is imperative on the present Con- 
gress to reflect on the past, and not to persist in a course of 
policy which has already run the Government barque intoshoal 
water, so much dreaded by navigators, but to adopt the part of 
the skilful physician ; and, as it 1s pretty clear the disease 
complained of has disseminated itself so generally that ampu- 
tation might prove fatal, let the present Congress then act the 
part of the prudent physician, and work it out by mild and effi 
eacious remedies. The most skilful plans,-or best remedies, 
which prudence or experience could devise, may easily be 
thwarted or deranged in their execution. Hence, it is the 
more imperative on the present Congress, to determine judi 
eiously what should, or should not, be done, touching the 
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matter about which there seems to be so much complaint. 'The 
honorable Congress, in the opinion of your Chairman, have it 
in their power, by adopting a wise and judicious system of 
policy, to counteract and ultimately eure all the evils which 
naw rest as an incubus on the energies of the body politic, by 
applying the proper remedies, which your Chairman humbly 
conceives to be within their control. The situation of Texas, 
ina pecuniary point of view, 1s one that is by no means new or 
uncommon. Individuals,as well asGovernments, have suffered 
the same inconveniences, and frequently produced by the same 
causes : namely —1n;udieious speculations generally, or per- 
haps extraneous circumstances, over which common prudence 
cad have no control. Inthe opinion of your Chairman; 
Texas has much to hope for, anc but little to fear. Should 
she be invaded by her enemy, as by some seems to be appre- 
hended, she possesses the physical force to repel any invasion, 
which by possibility cau be mustered from that quarter. Your 
Chairman possesses no military ambition or qualifications, and, 
assach, can only take the matter up m a financial or pecuniary 
point.of view. He would, therefore, recommend to the Hon. 
Congress the propriety of making a public declaration to the 
vorld that, should 'l'exas again be invaded by Mexico, all 
gentlemen wearing swabs, epaulettes, or military, buttons 
should be forthwith tried at a drum-head court-martial, and 
immediately disposed of. The soldiery, which are all the 
peons, or servants of that country should be declared a lawful 
prize, and treated as were the Israelites of old —made hewers 
of wood and ‘drawers of water—or, in other words, tillers of 
the soil and pickers of cotton. Taking this view of the sub- 
ject, your Chairman conceives that no evil to the country 
could result from an invasion, but much might be added to 
its prodr etive industry; and, inasmuch as our Convention, in 
the hurry and panic under which they acted, have made an 
invidious distinction in countries as it respects the mtroduc- 
ton of slaves, your Chairman would 1ecommend that we con- 
sider Mexico, as the Africa, of Texas; and should they be 
found at any time within the limits of our territory in hostile 
array, that they should be declared a lawful prize to the cap- 
lors. In assuming this position, so contrary to the principles 
of civilized warfare in modern times, your Chairman would 
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remark that he does not view our eommon enemy as he wonld 
a noble, high-minded, and chivalrous people, contending for 
liberty or national character; tor of this, experienee shcws 
them the reverse, as the seenes acted on the plains of Goliad 
aud the Alamo will abundantly prove. ‘heir treatment to 
those of our eitizens who have unfortunately fallen into ther 
hands, is sutlicient to satisfy your Chairman that the comse 
pointed out by him would be iu. strict obedience to the sep. 
ture doctrine of “returning good for evil" The soldier, 
against whow we have to contend, are the menials of the aris 
tocracy, and slaves by the laws aud institutions of their own 
country. H they have nse for thena, 1t is their privilege to 
keep them employed at home. H, however, they determine to 
send them abroad as marauders for forcign pillage, it is out 
proviuce to capture them as the slaves of our enemy, and con. 
sider them as a lawful prize. Iu doing this, we would not in- 
fringe the laws of christian philanthropy, for the reason the 
their condition would be greatly ameliorated by the chanye, 
And as Texas never could so far forget herself, as to massacre 
a vanquished enemy in cold blood, it seems to be the ouly 
charitable and philanthropic poliey left for us to pursue--- 
Your Chairman is well aware of the tite that awaits Aim 
should he ever be so unfortunate as to fall into. their hands; 
inasmuch as he has been enrolled on the. black lists of that 
country since the year thirty-two. He has not, however, been 
induced to come to tho foregoing conclusions on that account, 
but solely to make a virtue of necessity, and extract mood from 
à seemingly intended evil, which is, however, entirely contin 
gent, Should that seoming evil ever happen, your Chairman 
is very well «ware that Texians will do their duty, and if they 
should prove successful, of which your Chairman has no 
doubt,---to use a homely adage—they will have nothing to do 
“but to eat cream and swing ou the gate” the balance of their 
lives. 

As productive labor is all that Texas now needs to make 
the Tone Star shine as a brilliant in the agricultural and con 
mercial world, your Chairman can recommend nothing 
which would not, in its consequences and effects, have a teu 
dency to promote that object. As before intimated, your Chal 
man can consider these things only in a financial or peeuniaty 
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pomt of view: ‘The credit of a Government must depend 
greatly upon her revenues, not only for civil, but military 
operations. By decreasing the revenues of a country, you 
sirike at once at vitality, and render it less able ior offensive 
ot defensive measures. The abstracting from a Government 
her revenues, your Chairman conceives, would be more effect- 
ive and destructive to her energies, than an invasion by 
amies. "T'exas holds the key to Mexico, and by a proper use 
of it cannot only weaken her, by decreasing or abstracting her 
revenues in a laudable and business-like manner, but, at the 
same time, invigorate her own sinews of war, by weakening 
those of the enemy and increasing the means of her own. 

For this purpose your Chairman has introduced a project 
into the House of Representatives, for the promotion and pro- 
tection of individual enterprize, which he deems perfectly 
harmless in itself, but calculated in its results to call forth the 
resources of this country, and, at the same time, abstract from 
ouenemy her revenues by adding them to our own. This 
course of policy would seem to your Chairman prudent and 
politic. Heis well aware, however, that some objections have 
been made to his scheme, as being dangerous or visionary. 

Your Chairman, however, is well satisfied that, this being 
aGovernment measure in itself, is perfectly harmless, and as 
your Chairman conceives, well calculated to promote the ob- 
gets intended. We, therefore, believes that no evil to the 
country could by possibility grow out of it. And inasmuch 
as it is the concoction of his own brain, he requests of the Hom. 
Congress to permit him the privilege to operate on that pro- 
ect, until they shall meet in session, and should your Chair- 
man then not be able to make a satisfactory shewing to your 
honorable body of its practical and beneficial results, from 
thence forward it shall be denominated his own folly. Your 
Charman has reviewed the results which might happen to 
le country from an invasion, which by some seems to be con- 
enplated. Your Chairman, however, knowing that Texas 
its been Jatterly in a run of bad luck. fears very much that it 
will not happen, as he has or could clearly show that its re- 
ults would be greatly beneficial to the country. Much has 
Wen said, and same efforts on our part have been made, to 
i'ocure a recognition from Mexico. Your Chairman would. 

cec 


426 


not'now ask that boon. It would have been serviceable to 
us once, but not now. Texas should keep Mexico for her 
own use. Should they invade us, we have abundant use for 
them; should they not invade us, or acknowledge our inde- 
pendence, let them remain at home quietly, and pursure their 
own avocations, cultivate their own soll at their own expense; 
while we will consider them as the rancheros or herdsmen 
of 'l'exas, and in a prudent and business-like manner extract 
their resources and revenues as a Government, and the profits 
of their productive labor as a people. This is the course which 
your Chairman would recommend as being in its effects pro- 
fitable to the country; and one which, he is well assured, is 
entirely practicable. Mexico, as she now is, is worth more 
to Texas than ever Africa has been to the United States or 
the West Indies. She is properly an appendage to Texas, 
and should be so considered and treated, and her destinies are 
as assuredly fixed, in the opinion of your Chairman, as the 
destinies of high heaven ; for he conceives 1t unavoidable and 
as a matter consequerft upon the very nature of things. Hence, 
Texas has nothing but good results to apprehend from that 
quarter, Your Chairman confidently hopes, however, that 
‘Texians will never so far forget their duty to themselves and 
their God, as to preach a crusade against that country ; that 
they never will, never can, become so Quixotic as to be found 
in martial array besieging or combatting windmills. And 
inasmuch as your Chairman is well satisfied that on the sixth 
day of March, A. D. 1836, the recording angel then in attend- 
ance flew to heaven and reported a nation born, which report 
was adopted and ordered to be enrolled on the vaults of high 
heaven. Let us not (by any act of ours) sully the record 
which is imprinted in letters of burnished gold, by assailing à 
-country whose inhabitants are mild and harmless, with a 
view, perhaps, of robbing them of their household gods. May 
the Almighty, preserver and protector of the universe, guard 
us from vices so demoralizing, so degrading and sacrilegious. 
Your Chairman is well aware that many who look on the dark 
side of the picture feel discouraged at our situation as a Go- 
vernment,.in a pecuniary point of view. If the master wheel 
has lost a cog, or the machinery of Government has, in any 
manner, become deranged for want of skilful engineers, or ot 
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cessary to. keep the machinery in successful operation, your 


, Chairman feels satisfied that Texas has in herself the patriotism 


and ability to repair all such temporary and casual defects. Her 
position, her climate, her soll, her products and her vast 
prospective resources, added to her unsurpassed intelligence, 
form a sure basis upon which to predicate future wealth 
and prosperity. Your Chairman cannot see so many dark 
spots in the picture, but with the aid of his glasses can see 
many bright ones, and, prospectively, can see the Lone Star in 
the ascendant,—her course onward,—and shining as a bril- 
liant, —vivid and lucid as the noon-day sun. 

The next thing proposed by your Chairman was to make the | 
application, and point out such remedies as appeared to him 
consistent. In doing this, he would premise that he must 
view the matter just as he finds it reported from the Treasury 
Department. He cannot calculate or rely much on contin- 
gencies which might or might not happen. It 1s not what we 
would do, provided w^ had the available means, but what, 
under all the circumstances of the case, would besbest calcu- 
lated to relieve the Government from her present pecuniary 
embarrassments. 

From all the data before your Committee, the whole Go- 
vernment debt now amounts to, say, $7,000,000. The statis- 
tical table, before alluded to, does not shew the amount to be 
so large. Your Committee, however, assume that amount in 
round numbers, believing it to be very nearly correct. Of 
this amount $3,000,000, deducting $100,000 in Government 
eight per cent. bonds, are in the promissory notes of the Go- 
vernment, which must shew dishonor on their face. ‘This is 
the amount now in circulation that bear a pledge on their face, 
receivable for all Government dues. The balance of the pub- 


| lie debt, except what has been funded, Ís in the form of audited 


drafts or military scrip. The different amounts of each will 
be ascertained in the documents referred to, which accompany 
this report. ‘The propriety of funding the public debt has 
been ever urged by your Chairman, as a measure imperative 
md politic. It is the only prudent method to relieve the pub- 
he distress by delaying the time of payment to suit the con- 
venience of the Government, and to gain time at the least pos- 
sible expense, and do justice both to the Government and her 


creditors. Fora people scattered as a population, —sparse in 
numbers,—to oppose a military despotism by a resort to arms, at 
the imminent hazard of life and property, and undergoing all the 
toils and privations incident to a revolution, and suceeed in es. 
tablishing a free and independent Government, proudly claim- 
ing a rank among the civilized nations of the earth, is not only, 
in itself, one of the most noble achievements of the human 
mind; but, at the same time, justly entitles them to draw on 
posterity as the beneficiary heirs for, at least, a portion of the 
costs of so glorious an acquisition. Your Chairman, theretore, 
being entirely satisfied ofthe propriety and utility of the policy 
would recommend that the Zen per cent. stock, already created, 
be for the present time continued, and that all such as hold 
the promissory notes or eight per cent. bonds of the Govern. 
ment be permitted to deposite them and receive certificates of 
stock in that fund. He would also recommend the creation of 
an eight per cent. permanent fund for the receipt of all other 
audited liabilities which are now, or may be, hereafter, neces- 
sarily created against the Government, redeemable at the con- 
venience of the Government at any time alter the expiration of 
ten years, and also a fund bearing three per cent. per annum, 
and made redeemable in the same manner in which the interest 
accruing on the other stocks should be funded. —"l'he interest 
arising trom the last named stock should be compounded an- 
nually and continuously until its final redemption. 

Your Chairman has made estimates on these stocks, and 
does not consider that either of them would prove injun- 
ous. The ten per cent., considered the most onerous, would 
by its own provisions soon be at the disposition of the Govern- 
ment, and the whole, as proposed on short periods, would also 
soon be at her disposition, and might be transferred, consol* 
dated, or redeemed, as would best suit her convenience. The 
interest, however, accruing on the funded debt, should al- 
ways be promptly met by the Government as it falls due, so 
soon as her resources would possibly permit. 

Having thus disposed of the debt, the next thing is to devise 
the ways and means necessary to the wants of the civil list.— 
In doing this your Chairman would remark, that he can point 
out no reasonable or fair way, other than from the revenues of 
the conntry. That portion arising from the public domain can 
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only be considered as auxiliary and temporary in its character: 
and at the present the Government can calculate certainly 
upon nothing but direct and indirect taxation, By reference 
to the statistical table hereto appended, extracted from the re- 
port of the Commissioner of Revenue, it will be seen that 
many counties have not been assessed during the last year, 
and that there are many others from which partial returns only 
have been made. ‘This would clearly ga to shew the impro- 
| priety of depending on that source alone for the Government 
support, That portion of it arising from impost duties shews 
also a gréat falling off. 1t will be seen, on examination, hewever, 
that much of its products, in the last year, have been expended 


tion. "These things are all, however, within the reach of the 
proper remedies. Qn examination of the reperts from the 
Auditorial Department, it will be seen that delinquencies ap- 
pear to the amount of, perhaps, half a million. Taking a cur- 
sory view of the whole subject connected, there seems to have 
been great dereliction or want of skill, on the part of the civil 
engineers, to permit the Government machine to become so de- 
ranged as almost to have run down, without being able to fur- 
nish a key to wind it up. These are, fortunately, evils, Mr. 
Speaker, which are temporary in their character, and will ulti- 
mately work out their own cure. Jt is discouraging, however, 
to concoct measures, or devise ways and means, when their 
results are like those of Sisyphus, rolling the stone to the top 
of the hill, merely for the pleasure of seeing it roll down again. 

Your Chairman, therefore, to effect the object intended 
would recommend a revision of the tariff system, and increase 
the rate of duties-—say from twenty to twenty-five per cent.— 
that is to say, judiciously construct the law so as to produse 
about that average ; at the same time establishing a judicious 
and prudential course of collection, by decreasing the expen- 
ditures. This, he would recommend, should be collected in 
gold and silver or its equivalent. The direct tax law should 
also be revised, and, if consistent, made less onerous in its bear- 
me, without, perhaps, reducing it much in its ultimate products, 
This with the results from the publie domain and other re- 
sources should be made collectable in the promissory notes of 
the Government as heretofore. From all the data before your 


in improvements, and very much unnecessarily iu its collec- ` 
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Chairman, he feels satisfied, with proper economy, that the pro- 

ducts from the tariff alone would be sufficient to meet the cur- , 
rent and contingent expenses of the Government ; or if a small 
deficit should appear, it might, for the present, be made up 
from the loan, should that contingency happen ; if it should 
not, then from the other sources of the revenue. The sum to 
be re-issued, if any, would assuredly be very small, and on no 
pretext whatever should the promissory notes be re-1ssued.— 
The laws authorizing the issue of the promissory notes and 
eight per cent. bonds should be repealed. The collection of 
dues on public lands and from other sources, together with the 
direct tax, would act as a sinking fund for the promissory 
notes ; and the amount so brought in should, at the meeting 
of each Congress, be ascertained and brought into the House 
of Representatives where the law originated, and there burnt 
to ashes. This course would immediately give them an up- 
ward tendency, and by a gradual approximation make them 
answer the purposes of gold and silver, and in a reasonable 
time rid the country entirely of the evil. One imprudent act 
frequently brings on a disease which may require much time, 
much patience and assiduity to cure. A rigid and strict ac- 
countability, with a reasonable economy in the collectoral and 
disbursing departments of the Government, will soon restore 
the body politic to its wonted energies. 

From the positions assumed by your Chairman, it. will ap- 
pear pretty plain that he believes the Government has the right 
ro refuse the promissory notes for dues, except at their current 
value. Your Chairman possesses no legal acquirements, but 
from the view he has taken of the subject, he arrived—satis- 
factorily to himself—to the conclusion, that the Government 
has, undeniably, the right, on the principles of equity and conr 
mon justice, to demand her revenues in her lawful currency, 
which is gold and silver. 

The view which I have taken of the promissory notes of 
this Government, is, that they are not, and should not be, 
called or considered as money, but only as a sign or medium 
of commerce, subject to rise and fall in the market as other 
commodities; and that the Government has, and of right 
should have, an undeniable privilege to receive them as a 
commodity at their standard worth, be that high orlow. Your 
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Chairman cannot, as a matter of prudence and policy, recom- 
mend (under the existing circumstances of the country} the 
collection of any other branch of the revénues in that way, 
fearing evil would be the result, inasmuch as the Government, 
by her own impolitic measures, has drawn the gold and silver 
out of the country. 

Your Chairman would make a few remarks touching re- 
trenchment, as the bill which the House of Representatives 
has passed is, perhaps, in its provisions, calculated to amalga- 
mate, or, perhaps, entirely abolish some of the Bureaux of the 
Treasury Department, which, in his opinion, are vitally im- 
portant, and should not, of right, be dispensed with. The 


Bureaux of Stock and Revenue should be sustained under any ° 


circumstances. The Bureau of the Stock Commissioner is one 
through which most of the monetary affairs of the Government 
must be transacted for years; and, as such, should be. con- 
ducted in a proper and business-like manner. The Bureau 
of Revenue has but recently commenced, and the statistical 
report of that officer, as presented to Congress, shews skill and 
ability in its execution and arrangement, and affords informa- 
tion which is all-important to the country, and, in the opinion 
of your Chairman, ought not to be dispensed with. The re- 
ports before your Committee go to shew satisfactorily, that, 
though the Department be without a head, the Bureaux and 
Clerks have, at least, discharged their duty. The proper 
pruning ofa tree requires prudence and circumspection. Ifthe 
Government tree has any excresences or parasites, calculated 
to absorb her sap without producing either fruit or shade, let 
them be pruned off secundum artem. If she is found to pos- 
sess too many branches, and to afford too much shade for her 
fruit, let them be skilfully abstracted. It is the province of 
practical experience to do this, If, however, inexperience as- 
sumes the knife, the fear is, the tree may be so closely and 
injudiciously trimmed as to cause decay and dilapidation in 
the trunk, so that in the spring time it will afford no blossoms, 
u Summer no shade, and in autumn no fruit; creating neces- 
sarily, with the injudiciously pruned rubbish. a hot-bed for 
mushrooms—the growth of a night—vapid and insipid. Your 
Chairman, from his own slight practical experiénce and ob- 
servation, very much fears that the chips, which may originate 
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from the pryning, might ultimately be thrown (as he has seen 
in early times, in this country, the records and judicial pro. 
ceedings) into old flour barrels, without a head, and deposited | 
in a dilapidated cabin with but little roof. 

Your Chairman is unprepared to speak of any but the Trea- 
sury Department, whose reports have been transferred to the 
review of his Committee, in which he sees labor and practical 
skill, all of which would seem to your Chairman indispensable 
to the country. The mere dash of a pen in maechmery so 
complicated and delicate might inflict an injury that would 
require time, experience and great practical labor to cure.— 
Your Chairman is as much in favor of practical economy as 
perhaps any other member, but does not wish to see the term 
misused or misapplied. 

Your Chairman would now suggest, should the honorable 
House think proper to adopt the scheme proposed by him, that 
with the assistance of his Committee (on whose practical, able 
and efficient experience he mainty relies) he will report bills in 
unison with this report, whese provisions shall be judiciously 
arranged, and caleulated to carry out the objects intended in 
it, as soon as circumstances will possibly permit. It is confi- 
dently hoped that the honorable Congress will extend so much 
courtesy to your Chairman, as to take into consideration his 
peonliar situation, abstracted from books, and called on in a 

urried manner, as Chairman of a Committee, with innumer. 
able reports, resolutions, bills and enquiries thrown before his 
Committee, embracing almost every branch of finance. These 
circumstances, he thinks, should plead his excuse, and instead 
of considering the prolixity of his report, it should be remem- 
bered that he does not make long speeches on the floor of Con- 
gress, and therefore claims this privilege, as the only means in 
bis power, of answering the necessary enquiries so gravely 
made, as will appear from the budget herewith presented ; from 
the further consideration of which he asks leave to be excused. 

Compelled, as your Chairinan has been, to enter a field be- 
set with labyrinths, intricate and complicated in their innu- 
merable windings requiring sound practical philosophy to trace 
them through their devious entanglements, he could not do 
less, in winding through these abstruse mazes, than report the 
necessary observations eonsequent upon such a perambulation. 
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In doing this, (ander the circumstances before alluded to), 
he has been compelled to make heavy drafts upon a very im-_ 
perfect memory, (and now much clouded by severe indisposi- 
tion}; he, therefore, pleads necessity as an apology for prolix- 
ity. And if he has occasionally indulged in little flights of 
of fancy, he hopes he will not be charged with dereliction, or 
as having assaulted a windmill. He has taken such a view 
of the subject matter, submitted to the consideration ef the 
Committee, as circumstances would permit; and whether 
they meet the views of the honorable Congress or not, he feels 
an assurance that he has, at least, discharged his duty. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, permit me to tender to vou, 
and through you to the honorable Congress, renewed assut- 
ance of my highest regard and consideration. 

HENRY SMITH, 


Chairman of Committee on Finance. 


STATEMENT OF REVENUE FOR THE YEAR 1840. ` 


Impost Duties. 


Amount actually received during the 

fiscal year 1840, - - $164,789 83 
Amount due fromcollectors of customs 

and in the hands of attorneys, 188,853 13 
Estimated amount received by collec- 

tors of customs,—quarter ending 

30th Sept., 1840, - -~  - 380,000 00 


— 


$383,642 96 
Direct Taxes. 
Amount paid into the Treasury during 
the fiscal year 1840, - - 53,130 21 


Amount of direct taxes, assessed as per 
returns, - - “ - 213,240 02 
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Amounts carried over, $266,370 23 $383,042 96 
DDD 
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Am'nts bro't forward, $266,370 23 $383,642 96 
Estimated amount from counties from 
which no returns have been reo'd, 50,000 00 


— —325,370 23 
Land Dies 
Amount paid into the Treasury dur- 
ing the fiscal year 1840, - 52,926 59 
Amount in the hands of receivers of 
land dues, - - - - 47,403 67 
Estimated amount from counties from 
which no returns have been rec'd, 8,000 00 
- —108,330 26 
Licenses. 
Amount paid into the 'T'reasury dur- | 
ing the fiscal year 1840, - 16,922 96 
Amount in the hands of County Clerks 
on account of licenses, - - 23,696 84 
Estimated amount from counties from 
which no returns have been rec'd, 12,000 00 
——— 52,619 80 


Public Domain. 
Amoun: »aid into the Treasury dur- 
ing the fiscal year 1840, - - - 165,144 17 
Dues on. Patents. 
Amount paid into the Treasury dur- 


ing the fiscal year 1840, - = - - 180 00 
i Fines. 
Amount paid into the Treasury, - - - 90 06 
Donations. 
Amount paid into the Treasury, - - - 5l 56 


——— 


$1,036,428 98 


i ———M— —M—— 
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Report of Committee on Finance. 
[Page 564 of Journal.] 


ComMMITTEE-Room, Jan. 12, 1841. 


‘To the Hon. D. S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir:—As one of the members of the Committee on Finance, 
I have observed in the different meetings of that Committee, 
that opinions relative to the establishment of a financial sys- 
tem and the better regulation of our currency were nearly ag 
various as the number of members in that Committee, who in 
all likelihood would never agree upon any plan to be adopted 
to meet their different views. And as the time is drawing near 
when Congress will wish to adjourn, and that some conclusion 
is necessary to be had upon this important subject, I have en- 
deavored in the few remarks I propose to make upon our 
financial position to propose a plan, though imperfect in ifself, 
is, in my opinion, the only feasible one under our present con- 
dition. Jt will at least elicit and bring forth new ideas upon 
the subject by which the united wisdom of this House can 
combine and mature a more perfect plan, than the few remarks 
upon the subject hastily thrown together by me for the cou- 
sideration of this House. 

It is pretty well ascertained by data before us, that we are 
indebted above $7,000,000, which, as near as I can make it 
without taking cognizance of fractional sums, are distributed 
in gross amounts In the following manner, viz :— 

Funded debt of the Republic, bearing 10 pr. ct. int., $1,650,000 
Bonds of the Republic sold and pledged by our Go- 

vernment, and which we are unable to pay and 

redeem, and bearing 10 per cent. interest, - - 1,350,000 
Amount of treasury notes in circulation without 

interest, - - - - - - - 
Debts of various descriptions—say audited drafts 

and other claims— without interest, - - 1,000,000 


Sum total, — $7,000,000 


a aetna 


3,000,000 
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This amount of $7,000,000 it is well known to all that we 
cannot even pay the interest upon, and consequently much. 
less the principal. 

The question then resolves itself, what shall we do with it? 
And what shall we do to prevent the farther accumulation of an 
alrealy enormous debt, and, in the mean time, do justice to the 
holders of our present liabilities ? Certainly, not by following 
our present system of currency! For, if we do, it will cause 
the complete destruction of all our present and future liabili- 
ties, and will even destroy the small credit we have left at 
home and abroad, as 1 hope to show in the course of my re- 
marks. 

It is an incontrovertible fact that our deficit this year will 
not be less than $1,500,000 in our currency, (equal only to 
$250,000 par funds), which is a clear proof that our circulation 
must increase, at least, this much every year, provided it should 
keep its present value. But should our treasury notes fall in 
value, it will require a greater amount of them to cover our 

eficit ; and fall they must, if no provisions are made for their 
edemption,—not only for those we will be forced to create to 
ustain and keep the wheels of Government in operation, but 
or those already in circulation ; for we must not lose sight 
hat we have now $3,000,000 of promissory notes 1n circula 
ion which are receivable for all public dues,—and the amount 
wf taxes for the coming year cannot be estimated at more than 
$1,000,000 in the same currency, leaving, therefore, a ba- 
lance of $2,000,000, to which we must add the expense of the 
coming year, which cannot be less than $500,000 par funds, 
and equal to $3,000,000 of our present currency, if it should 
keep its rate of value. But ean we expect that it will keep its 
present rate? 1 think that no reasonable mind will think so. 
For, if our dollars are only worth fifteen cents when we have 
$3,000,000 in circulation, it will only be worth eight cents 
when we are bound to have $5,000,000 in eirculation by the 
close of this year, and it will take another $5,000,000 to make 
it equal to its present rate of value of six for one. 

And will not this great amount of issue, whieh we will be 
forced to create to sustain the Government, cause its instanta- 
neous depreciation as soon as it will be known? And unfor- 
tunately if 1s a secret we cannot keep. And will it be honor- 
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able to deeerve the world any longer by our assertion of publie 
solvency? Lam not a prophet, but L venture to predict that 
in six months, unless we change our system of curreney, Texas 
money will not be worth eight cents on the dollar; and at the 
close ofthe year it will not be worth the paper upon which it 
is printed. Are we then to receive onr taxes and dues of all 
descriptions in a medium which will be completely worthless 
at the end of this year, which would, in fact, be no taxes at all? 


And are we to pay our officers, civil and military, with the . 


same worthless currency? We shall have to double, triple, 
quadruple and quintuple their salary under this fearful depre- 
ciation, if we wish them to live and serve the nation. And 


this second accumulation of treasury notes would completely: 


destroy all public confidence and hope for the fnture, and we 
shall be forced, after all, to suspend our currency altogether, 
with a debt saddled upon us, the limits of which no human 
foresight can calculate, and acknowledge ourselves unable to 
pay our liabilities,—not even at the most distant time. And 
then our present habilities will have the same fate with those 
we shall be forced to create to sustain ourselves by our pre- 
sent miserable system, viz: they would travel over the board 
together, or leave it to a munificent Providence to redeem 
them in due time, (that is, never), and free ourselves alto- 
gether of so disagreeable a thraldom. 

It is therefore my opinion, while 1t is yet time, that Congress 
should pass a law aüthorizing the funding of our present lia- 
bilities at a moderate per centum, and give a prospect to the 
holders of them of ultimate redemption, which they never will 
have, unless we speedily change our present system—to sus- 
pend altogether the farther issue of treasury notes and return 
at once to a sound currency system by refusing to receive our 
depreciated paper for any and all Government dues, except at 
their market value. 

It will be objected here by sticklers for public faith, that by 
refusing to take our treasury notes for all public dues when 
they bear the same upon their face, will be a prostitution of 
public faith to a certain extent, I grant it; but there is a Jaw 
which is stronger than all others, that is the law of necessity 
and of impossibilty, which reason and justice cannot control. 
And 1 will ask, in extenuation of this position, whether we 
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would be more faithful to our creditors to continue our pre- 
sent system, by which the accumulation of our debt will be. 
‘come so large that we shall be forever unable to pay them a 
all? And will it not be supposed by all candid men and cre 
'ditors of this Republic that it will be acting more in good faith 
to make arrangements for the future redemption of our present 
liabilities than by continuing in our present mad career of 
‘creating debts which we can never redeem, and which would 
forever bar them from receiving justice at our bands, as they 
would be involved in the common insolvency of the country. 

The disposition to be made of our present liabilities, in my 
‘opinion, ought to bein such a manner as we can fulfil, and no 
in promises we cannot redeem, for the first named $3,000,000 
-of our liabilities which bear an interest of ten per cent. pe 
annum, and consequently make a sum of $300,000 due pa 
wear for interest which we cannot pay. I would therefor 
‘recommend the yearly funding of that amount of interest for 
‘thirty years at five per cent., which would amount to $15,000 
annual interest. The gross amount of principal and interes 
at the end of thirty years would be $12,000,000 with the addi 
‘tion of the $15,000 of interest we would have to pay annually. 

The balancé of our liabilities, about $4,000,0U0, do not bear 
‘Interest, but are receivable for all public dues, and, in conse 
quence of which they are much in our way of financial ar 
rangements. I would, therefore, recommend the funding ol 
it at five per cent. interest per annnm forthirty years, two pet 
cent. or two-fifths interest of which should be paid annually, 
and the balance of three per cent. to remain unpaid until we 
shall be better able to do justice to our creditors, which would 
amount, principal and interest, at the expiration of thirty yeals, 
to $10,000,000, which would be reduced, however, to $7,600,000 
by an annual appropriation of $80,000, to be paid as an annual 
dividend of two-fifths interest upon that stock, and which 
would amount in thirty years to $2,400,000. 

I would remark here, for the satisfaction of those who may 
think five per cent. interest per annum too small a compense 
tion to satisfy claimants against us, and make them wait s 
long for their dues, that these last mentioned $4,000,000 d 
oux liabilities cost to the holders of them only $700,000, a 
the utmost, in par funds, —taking into consideration the rate 


able value'ofour currency during the past year; therefbre, the 
Government has only received $700,000 for $4,000,000 of its 
paper, but by calculation they would in reality receive a:small 
fraction less than forty-nine per cent. interest upon their im» 
vestment, and even by receiving for the present only two per 
cent. or two-fifths interest it is equal to an investment of'nearly 
twelve per cent. Suppose the holders of our liabilities had 
invested their $700,000 in a stock bearing ten per cent: inter- 
est upon the best security for thirty years, instead of investing " 
their capital in our liabihties, the principal and interest-would 


vestment it will amount to $10,000,000, which clearly exhibits 
that the holders of our liabilities will make a clear gain upon 
the nation of $7,200,000 and, therefore, can well afford to fünd 
their claims at five per cent. 

By the above exposition it will be observed that a debt will 
be created to the nation of $19,600,000, principal and'interest, 
in thirty years from this time which our posterity will'be bet- 
er able to pay than ourselves, and the world will not doubt'of 
he ability of this country to pay the sum of $19,600,000 in 
hirty years, with the addition of $95,000 to be:paid annually 
y the present generation, viz: $15,000 interest on the funded 
nterest of the $300,000 interest of the $3,000,000 ten per 
ent. stock, and $80,000 interest on the $4,000,000 five per 
ent stock. Having disposed of our present liabilities in the 
oregoing manner, we can begin a new system of currency 
ipon a.sounder basis and better principles than the one here- 
ofore practised. : 

Previous to the establishing a plan of currency we must as-- 
ertain, as near as possible, what amount of revenue we shall 
e able to receive in par funds to sustain a currency established 
pon a sound basis and principles of justice. I must, there- 
ore take a short review of what will be the approximated 
mount of revenue that can be collected. by impost duties, 
rect taxes, or otherwise, and rating those duties to a ratio 
hat the people can bear. The impost duties might be raised, 

ithout any great inconvenience, five or ten per cent. more 
han the present rate in par funds, but direct taxes ought to be 
educed, at least, one-half of its present rate, but payable in 
ar funds: Lacense taxes ought to be reduced one-half, at 
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then have amounted to $2,800,000, and by their present in- _ 
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least, in par funds. With these reductions, I have no doubt, 
by data to be collected from the statement of the Commissioner 
of Revenue, that we can raise, at least, a revenue to the Re. | 
public of $500,00U in par funds, to be averaged as follows, viz: 


By impost duties, at least - - - - $200,000 
* direct taxes not less than - - - 150,000 
* taxing each suit in the Supreme and District 

Courts, each $10, not less than -  .- 50,000 
* license taxes, - - - - - - 30,000 
4 dueson lands,  - - - - - - 70.000 


Amount, $500,000 
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This estimate may be supposed high, though J think not, if 
I am to judge from the statement of the Commissioner of Re- 
venue, which estimates our income at upwards of $1,000,000 
in our currency,—and I have only tried to reduce the direct 
taxes one-half, while I have augmented the impost duties from 
five to ten per cent.; but we certainly can calculate upon 
$400,000 of revenue, in par funds, upon which to base a sys- 
tem of currency which would be worth something near like 
par value; for, in my opinion, it is nearly as chimerical to 
expect the reception of all our dues in gold and silver, as it 1s 
to sustain oursleves by our present system of currency. The 
precious metals are not in the countiy, and we must try to 
substitute in its place some currency which should be as near 
its value as possible. 

My plan would be, to create a treasury fund of $500,000 
in the following manner, viz: by creating a stock fund of 
$250,000 in shares of $100 payable in five years, and bearing 
eight per cent. interest, and $250,000 in treasury checks or 
‘promissory notes, payable twelve months after date, without 
interest, but receivable at all times for all public dues; their de- 
nomination should be $5, $10, $20, $50, $100 and $500. I 
would recommend the passage of a law to that effect, which 
should remain in force for the term of five years, and be put 
in force from and after the first day of April, 1841. 

It 1s plain, having only $250,000 in circulation receivable 
for all public dues, that this amount must necessarily re-enter 
into the Treasury before the expiration of the year, or gold 
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and silver or its equivalent must find its way into the Treasury 
in its place, as our revenue will be larger than our eirculation. 
It is equally clear, having a certain revenue of $400,000, 
that we shall have (after redeeming the $250,000 treasury 
checks, or promissory notes, as the case may be) the sum of 
$150,000 in gold and silver, or its equivalentin our Treasury. 
I may state in this place, also, that the average loss on paper 
circulation is at least four per cent, which would give us 
$10,000, and, consequently we should find ourselves, at the 
expiration of the year, with $160,000 in our Treasury, which 
Í would appropriate in the following manner, viz : 
By appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the 
$250;000 five year eight per cent. stock, - $20,000 
* appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the . 
$300,000 interest of the $3,000,000 ten per cent. 
stock, and which said $300,000 are made a thirty 


year five per cent. stock, - - - - 12,000 
u appropriation to pay the annual interest upon the 
$4,000,000 thirty year five per cent stock, - 80,000 


Amount due of annual interest, $115,000 

Deducting $115,000 from $160,000 will leave a balance 
m our Treasury of $45,000 to be applied, if necessary, as an 
interest for the creation of a new loan the Government may 
choose to make in future, as a contingent fund for the purpose 
of war, in case of invasion, or for other purposes, as the wis- 
dom of Congress may choose to order or direct. - 

By this system, in my humble opinion, we insure a sound 
currency to the country, and will keep its credit in a sound 
state ; and, though we will accumulate a debt fo the country 
of $250,000 a-year until we can do better, it will not affect our 
ctedit, as we have, by this plan, made provision to pay the in- 
terest punctually, and if we are compelled to create a deficit 
of $250,000 for five years, which certainly cannot be longer, 

it would, then give us an accruing debt of $250,000 in five 

years, which, in my opinion, is far preferable than to increase 

our annual deficit, under our present system, of, at least, 

‘$2,000,000. 

' By this proposed system, we become bound to pay, after 

five years, the sum of $250,000 annually for five years longer, 
REE 
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which makes the last payment due iu ten years, provided we 
should be obliged to continue this system for that length of 
time, which I hope will not be the case, for I am very certain 
that our revenue, by the developement of the resources of the 
country, must increase rapidly for the next five years, while 
our expenditures will rather decrease than otherwise, if the 
present plan for retrenchment continues. to take effect; and I 
feel confident, also, that our income will meet our expenditures 
before the expiration of five years. And, though this project 
of the plan I propose is not altogether such as we shall want 
for the future, under better auspices, but the best, I think, for 
our present crisis, —and we can certainly act and sueceed in 
establishing a sound curreney according to this plan for the 
present, and do better in future if we can. 

l will further observe that it does not follow, that, by creat- 
ing a Treasury fund of $500,000 in the manner as above pro- 
posed, we should expend that amount, and if our expenses do 
not reach that sum, the difference will be in not issuing the 
whole amount ofthe stock proposed by this plan ; but I believe 
it would be prudent to issue the whole amount of the stock, 
and appropriate it to answer the necessity of the state iu case 
of emergency, as it is to be hoped that our Executive will al- 
ways prove sufficiently honest not to expend appropriations 
without necessity. It will be observed, also, that it is not my 
intention, by this plan, that we should ever expend more than 
$500,000 yearly, and if our necessities should force us beyond 
that sum, it should never be done without calling Congress 
together to pronounce upon the subject; and they should find 
and prepare the ways and means to raise the sum wanted, by 
loan or otherwise, and to secure, in the mean time, the interest 
upon the same. By this course of financial policy, our credit 
would always be in a sound state, and our currency equal to 
par, or nearly so. l 

Before closing this report, 1 would recommend that the ap- 
propriation for the year 1841 should not exceed the sum of 
$500,000, and that every officer of this Government, civil and 
military, (after their salaries shall have been properly reduced), 
should receive their pay, half in the treasury notes contem- 
plated by this plan, and the other half in the funded stock, 
also contemplated by this plan, which no doubt would be bet- 
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ter for them than to receive their pay in our present worthless 
currency. Our treasury notes would never depreciate more 
than one year’s interest, or about ten per cent., and when their 
want should be felt, they would suffer ne depreciation, what- 
ever. Our funded stock, as soon as it should be understood 
` that we do not fail to pay the interest annually or semi-annually, 
as the case may be, would become in demand at par, and we 
cannot fail to pay the interest regularly, under the plan and 
system contemplated by the foregoing statement. — 

I would further recommend, for the better execution of this . 
plan, that the fiscal year of 1841 should begin on the first day 
of April next, and that all the liabilities we are necessarily 
compelled to create until that time should come under the 
character of those already created, and should be subject to bé 
funded at the same rate and same terms contemplated by this 
report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

M. B. MENARD, 
One of the Committee on Finance. 

The undersigned, members of the Finance Committee, have 
examined the foregoing report, and maturely deliberated upon 
the sdme, and concur in the views therein stated, and join in 
recommending the adoption of the same, as the generab basis 
upon which our financial affairs should be placed. 

J. S. MAYFIELD, 
T. PILSBURY, 

J. W. LANN, 

J. CALDWELL. 

House or Representatives, Jan, 21, 1841. 


Report of the Committee on the State of the Republic. 


[Page 567 of Journal.] 


CouMrrTEE-Roow, Jan. 22, 1841. 
To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
"The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Nacogdoches county, 
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praying for the formation of a new county, have had the same 
under consideration and deem it inexpedient to grant the 


prayer of petitioners for the following reasons, viz :—That 
should a new county belaid off as asked for, it would be in an 
inconveniznt shape and encroach upon the rights of Nacogdo- 


ches county proper, by running the line of the new county too 


near to the county seat ; and further, that the creation of a new 


county, as prayed for, would deprive the people in the eastern. 


end ef Houston and western end of Nacogdoches counties from 
uniting and laying off both a convenient and constitutional 
county. 
WILLIAM MENEFER, Chairman. 


[Page 636 of Journal.] 


Victoria, Jan. 23, 1841. 


Sır :—1 have the honor to inform you that I arrived this 
SE with my command at this place from the Nueces 

iver. 

The instructions from the War Department, of the 26th ult.. 
were guly received ; and in compliance therewith, I engaged 
the requisite number of men, and proceeded west on the fourth 
inst. I arrived at the Nueces on the 9th, where I met with 
Capt. Hays, who had passed down that river from the mouth 
of the Frio. From him I learned that the enemy had not 
passed above. I then proceeded to Kinney's ranche, on Cor- 
pus Christi Bay, forty miles below San Patricio; I there learned 
from an authentic source, that about the first of this month 
Col. Variel,in command of three hundred cavalry had been 
in the immediate vicinity ef that place; an interview (by the 
request of Variel) was held between the commander and Mr. 
Kinney nine milesfrom the ranche; Variel informed Mr. Kinney 
that he came with no hostile intentions, but merely to procure 
the arms, &c., left there by Gen. Canales. Col. Variel wished 
also to know of Mr. Kinney whether he claimed the land 
which he occupied by virtue of title from the Texian Goverr 
ment, or with the expectation of purchasing from him—beig 
a tract granted him (V.) by the Mexican Government. Mr. 
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Kinney assured Col. Y. that he intended -to procure his ntle 
trom him, and accordingly made the purchase. : 

Col. Varlel professed to know nothing of an intention of his 
Government to invade 'T'exas, but assured Mr. Kinney, if an 
invasion did occur, that his person and (property) effects should 
be scrupulously respected. ldeemit my duty to inform you, 
that, from the best information I could obtain, Mr. Kinuey 
intends to avail himself ofthe proffered protection. From the 


fact of Mr. K.’s ranche being convenient and accessible by ves- 


sels of considerable draft, 1 fee] confident he could be of much 
service to the enemy in case they were to invade this country. ' 
T also have assurance that Kinney has promised his assist- 
ance to the enemy. ‘There 1s a twelve pound cannon (iron) 
at Kinney's, mounted on two wheels, with all the appurte-. 
nances requisite for service. It was leftby Gen. Canales last 
summer. I would respectfully suggest the propriety of its 
removal as soon as possible; and also that some means be 
adopted by the Government to render ineffectual, if possible, 
the treasonable designs of Mr. Kinney. 

In the vicinity of Kinney’s ranche, Lintercepted two Mexi- 
cans, who stated they were directly from Rhinesa on the Rio 
Grande. By them 1 was informed that Gen. Vasquez was 
opposite Mier, on this side of the Rio Grande afew miles, with 
a force of eight hundred cavalry, and that on this side 
of the river, opposite Matamoras, there were three thou- 
sand infantry and small detachments at the various cross- 
ings between Loredo and Matamoras. They also informed 
me that Gen. Arista was on his march from Saltillo to the 
Rio Grande with six thousand troops, and that a call had been 
made by the Mexican Government on the three states east of 
the mountains for two thousand troops each for the invasion 
of Texas. 

My early return to this place is in. consequence of the wea- 
ther, and the muddy and almost impassable state of the prairies. 
The horses, also, on which we were mounted were hastily se- 
lected, and were rendered almost useless by the recent incle- 
mency of the weather. 

I wish to be instructed as to the length oftime for which I 
shall enroll my command; and also as to my means of pro- 
curing provisions, ammunition, &c. If possible, I also de- 
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sire that I should be furnished with three or four good horses, 
suited for extraordinary service. It will, perhaps, be out of 
my power to procure horses suited for the purpose of reconno- 
tering the encampments ofthe enemy. 1 shall necessarily be 
detained here eight or ten days to recruit the horses, &c. ; I 
will then proceed west as far as practicable. 

I have been thus minute in the statement of the result of my 
expedition, that you may possess, as far as possible, a know- 
ledge of the condition and probable movements of the enemy. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN T. PRICE, Capt. of Spies. 
Hon. Branca T., Arcuer, Secretary of War. 


Communication from the State Department. 
{Page 637 of Journal.] 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Austin, Jan. 26, 1841. 


Sır :—I have the honor to enclose the accompanying ex- 
tract of a letter from Hamilton P. Bee, Secretary of the Com- 
missioner to run the boundary line between this and the 
Government of the United States to myself, relative to the au- 
thority of Mr. Smyth to pay the salaries of the officers of the 
commission, &c. &c. 

Sometime in April last (about the 20th) Gen. Hunt, then 
Commissioner, employed Mr. Wielber as topographical en- 
gineer and Mr. Gray as assistant surveyor. Subsequently, 
when Mr. Smyth was appointed Commissioner, in the place of 
Gen Hunt, he was authorized by this Department to employ 
a surveyor in his place, he confeired the appointment on Mr. 
Wielber, who has since performed that duty, together with 
that of engineer, and Mr. Gray has been continued as assist- 
ant surveyor. When the commission adjourned, in June, 
these gentlemen (Mr. Wielber and Gray) were left in charge of 
the instrumentsand property belonging to the joint commissior. 

I have just seen Judge Lipscomb ; he tells me that Mr. Bee 
is mistaken, in saying he positively assured him the salaries of 
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the officers would run on during the suspension of the work, 
He says he’ gave to Mr. Bee, as his opinion, that they would- 
or ought to, as it prevented their engaging in any other busi. 
ness during such suspension. 
I have the honor to be, 
. Your Excellency’s most obed't serv’t, 
JOSEPH WAPLES, 


Acting Secretary of State. 
To His Excellency Davro G. Burner. e 
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Extract of a Letter from Hamilton P. Bee, Secretary to the. 
Commissioner to run the Boundary Line between Teras 
and the United States, to Joseph Waples. 


CAMP on THE SABINE, Dec. 18, 1840. 

Dear Sir :—1 arrived here this morning, in company with - 
Mr. Smyth, and found the United States Surveyor and Secre- 
tary in camp, but not the Commissioner. Mr. Smyth leaves 
in the morning for New-Orleans, via the residence of the Hon. 
I. H. Overton, where he will find out the prospect of progress- 
ing. The United States Congress have not yet made an ap- 
propriation, which may, account for the delay. 

Mr. Smyth informs me that he has received no instructions 
to pay out the money in his bands for salaries, and does not 
feel authorized to do so. My object in troubling you is to re- 
quest you to make the following enquiries of the Secretary of 
State :—1st. If Mr. Smyth will be allowed to make any advance 
on account of salaries, or, at least, enough to pay our small 
expenses on the hne, (such as corn for our horses, &c.), and 
to carry ns home when the work is completed? The situation 
of the Surveyor and Engineer is extremely disagreable ; they 
have beea in camp all summer without one dollar, and have, 
of course contracted small debts which they have not the 
means of liquidating. 2nd. Will the salaries of the officers 
count during the suspension of the work? The Hon. A. S. 
Lipscomb positively assured me that they would.—And lastly, 
and at the request of Mr. Gray, what will be his.salary ?—Qr 
wil the Commissioner be mstructed to fix it? ` 
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Report of Special Committee. 
[Page 705 of Journal.] 


Hon. Davin S. KAUFMAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives - 

Sig :—The Special Committee, to whom was referred the 
claims and accounts of Capt. James Pennoyer, have taken into 
consideration the same, and, after due examination, find his 
claim founded on the following facts :— 

The Committee perceive that Capt. Pennoyer received a 
letter from Col. G. W. Hockley, by order of the Hon. Secretary 
of War, desiring and authorizing him to furnish two hundred 
and fifty of ** Jenks’ Carbines? at the earliest possible day, 
' anddeliver them at New-Orleans or Galveston, and that the mo- 
ney should be deposited there to pay for said arms on delivery. 
Capt. Pennoyer deposited said arms at New-Orleans on the 
eleventh day of August last, and advised the War Department 
accordingly. The money was specially deposited there for 
the payment of said arms, and after the arrival of them the 
money was withdrawn, to defray the expenses of running the 
Sabine line. The arms are still at New-Orleans, subject to 
the order cf the Government, agreeably to contract. 

Capt. Pennoyer had to procure the manufacture of them 
and become responsible for the same. In doing this, he had to 
advance one thousand dollars in cash upon the contract, and 
has incurrred the expense of seven hundred dollars, outlaid 
in travelling expenses, incident to his compliance with the 
requisition of the Government, making a total amount of seven- 
teen hundred dollars advanced on account of Government. 

‘Your Committtee cannot perceive by what means the Go- 
vernment, upon its contract, can possibly withhold a compli- 
ance with it, inasmuch as the contract has been fully complied, 
with on the part of Capt. Pennoyer. NM 

Your Committe, therefore, respectfully beg leave to recom- 
mend the adoption of the accompanying joint resolution. 

P. USHER, Chairman. 


